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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, } > 
Avetin, Monday, February 16th, 1846. 


Pursuant to a Proclamation of his Excellency, the President 
of the Republic of Téxas, the House of Representives of the 
tirst Legislature,.of the State of Texas, convened at the Gapi- 
tol, in the city of Austin, on Monday, the 16th day of Februa- 
ry, 1846; and .was organized by the Hon. Ebenezer Allen, 
Secretary of State. , 

Mr. Jas. H. Raymond officiated as Chief Clerk, pro tem. 

The roll of counties being called, alphabetically, :the fellow- 
ing members eame forward, pregented their credentials, took 
the oath prescribed-by the Constitution of the State, and thek-. 


seats, 
249 TE. 
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Austin County, ion. C. Railey and W. E. Crump 


Brazoria “ S. W. Perkins and E. M. Peace 
Bastrop “ “ E. Mabry. 

Bexar se “ D. ©. Ogden. 

Bowie s “ B.H. Durham and A. J. Russell. 
Colorado “ “ W. B. Perry. 

Faunin “ “ S. McFarlane and H. W. Ryburn. 
Fort Bend “ “ W.S. Rayner, 

Fayette s “ J.P. Hudson and C. Mullins. 
Galveston “ “ J.S. Savage and J. Cronican, 


Goliad i “ A. Williams. __ 

Gonzales “ “ B. McCulloch and A. Swift. 

Houston “ “ W, T. Saddler and §..A. Miller. 

Harris ~* “ B.F. Tankersly and P. M. Gray. 

Harrison *“ “ E. Clark, S. Holland and J. McCown. 

Jasper g “ Z. W. Eddy, 

Jefferson “ “ G. A. Pattillo. 

Jackson “ “ F.M. White. 

Liberty “ “ N, B. Charlton and E. T. Branch. 

Montgomery “ A. McNeil, 6. B. Stewart, D. C. Dick- 
[son and C. G. Keenan. 

Nacogdoches “ John Brown, H. H. Edwards and D. 
[Muckleroy. 

Rusk i « F. McClarty and J. Smith. 

Robertson “ “« G. W. Adams and W. R. Cooke. 

Red River “ “ B. Gooch, L. D, Barry and J. Gilliam. 

San Augustine “ H. W. Sublett and W. C. Edwards. 

Shelby “ «J. Truit and W. T. Echols. 

Sabine t “ J.M. Burroughs and J. S. Noble. 

San Patricio “ A, Stevenson. 

Victoria “ “ J, W: Rose, . 

Washington “ Van R. Trion and L. G. Dupree, 

A quorum present. $ 


The election of Speaker, being next in order, Se 

Mr. Gray nominated Wm. E. Gr ump, ae 
° Mr. Gilliam “ E.T, Branch, © 

Mr. Durham * ~ J. W. Rose. ` : 


There being no other nomination, - 
On’ motion of Mr. Clark, “Messrs, MeCulloch aie Keenan | 
were appointed Tellers. 

The votes being counted, it appeared that, 
Wm. B. Crump received a votes, i 
E. T; Branch ae 

- J. W, Rose a 7 a 
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Mr. Crump, having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared duly elected Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, and was conducted to the Chair by the Hon. S. W. Per- 
kins and B. F. Tankersly. 

The Speaker then arose, and addressed the House in a few 
chaste and appropriate remarks. 

On motion of Mr. Clarke, the House then preceeded to the 
election of a Chief Clerk. 

Mr. Clark nominated James H. Raymond. 

There being no other nomination, Mr. Raymond was declar- 
ed duly elected Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Keenan, the House proceeded to elect an 
Assistant Clerk. 

Mr. Keenah nominated Mr. Thos. C. Woodlief. 5 

There being no other nomination, Mr. Woodlief was declar. 
ed duly elected Assistant Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the House proceeded to the elec~ 
tion of an Engrossing Clerk. 

Mr. Brown nominated Mr. Ben. F. Hill. 

There being no other nomination, Mr. Hill was declared 
duly elected Engrossing Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives. > 
On motion of Mr. Barry, the House then proceeded to elect 
an Enrolling Clerk. 

Mr. Barry nominated Mr. Logwood, 


“ Pattillo “ “ Munson, 
“ Stevenson “ “ Pitts, 
“ Brown Š “ Beatty, 


The votes being counted, it appeared that, 
Mr. Logwood received ‘7 votes. 


“ Munson s6 9g s 
“ Pitts €o mM“ 
“ Beaty “ 8 : 


No one. having received a majority of the. votes, the House 
proceeded tọ a second ballot. 

The vates being counted, it appeared that, bok 

Mr. Logwood received , 3 votes. 


“ Munson “ -24 “ a 4 
“ Pitts “ 19 ce’ 
6t Beatty ék 7 ce 


No one having received a majority of the votes, the House’ 
preceeded to æ 3rd ballett. a 


~ 
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‘Qa motion of Mr. Barry, Mr. Logwood was withdrawn. 
Mr. Munson new received 30 votes. 
* Pitts “ 23 © 

Mr. Munson, having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared duly elected Enrolling Clerk of the House of Rep- 
‘resentatives. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the House went into the election 
of a Sergeant-at-Arms. . 
Mr. Brown nominated Mr. Hardeman, 


“ Wiliams “ “ Highsmith, 
* irion “6 “ Conner, 

“ Rose s “ Sherman, 

* Truitt s: “ Woodall. 


After five ineffectual ballotings, 
Mr. Hardeman received 34 votes. 
“ Highsmith “ gr“ 
, Mr. Hardeman, having received a majority of all the votes, 
was declared duly elected Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of 
Representatives. . 
~ Ön motion of Mr. Brown, the House then proceeded to the 
election of a Door-keeper. l l 
Mr. Brown nominated Mr. Rice, 


aea 


“ McNeil s “ Cockburn, 
“ Pattillo  « “ Thomas, 

< Swift “ “ Davis, 

“ Perkins s “ McKane. 


The votes being counted, 
-Mr. Rice received 6 votes. 
“ Cockburn“ 40 “ 
“ Thomas “ 2 « 
“S Davis “ 2 6 
“ McKane “ 3 «& 
“Mr. Cockburn, having received a majority of all the votes, 
‘was declared duly elected Dosr-keeper of the House of Rép- 
resentatives. . poa 
On motion of Mr. Branch, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow morning, 9 o'clock. l 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, } 
Austix,February 17th 1846, 


The House met, pursuant to-adjournment. 

Present—Messrs Speaker, Adams,Barry, Branch, Brown, Bur- 
roughs,Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Dur- 
ham, Echols, Edwards of N acogdoches, Edwards.of San Augus- 
tine, Eddy, Gray, Gilliam; Gooch, Holland, Hudson, Irion, Keenan, 
Mabry, McCarty, McCown, McCullough, McFarlane, McNeill, 
Miller, Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Per- 
kins, Railey, Rayner, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Steven- 
on, ‘Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Tanke- 
ly, Smith, White,and Williams: A: quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day wasread and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, Messrs. Erath and Milican came 
forward, presented their credentials, took the oath prescribed 
by the Constitution, and their seats. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the officers. elect came forward 
and took the oath of office prescribed by the Constitution. 

‘The following message was received fromthe Senate, throngh 
Mr. Hamilton P Bee, Secretary. 


SENATE CHAmBer, ? 
Aust, February 16th, 1846. 


To the Honorable W. E. Crump, 
Speaker of ‘the sas of. Representatives : 


Ta 


Sir:—I have the honor to transmit a 2 of the officers elect 
of the Senate of the State of Texas, vize; 

Hon. Edward Burleson President pro tem. 

Mr. Hamilton P. Bee Secretary. 
A.W. Luckett Asst. ~ 
N.C. Raymond Engrossing and Enrolling Clerk. 
J. H. Neilly Sergeant-at-arms. i 
Francis Hughes Door Keeper. 

Your obedient Servant 

[Signed] ae ARD BURLESON 
President of Senate. 

Attest: : 
Hamrox P. Bez % 

Secretary of Senaie. 


On motion of Mr. Perkins,the Chief Clerk was instructed to 


J` 
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inform the Senate that the House of Representatives had or- 
ganized and were ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. Stewart moved that the House now go into the election 
for Chaplain—motion lost. 

Mr. Clark offered the following resolution 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to wait upon His 
Excellency the President of the Republic of Texas, and inform 
im of the organization of the House of Representativ es, and 
its readiness to receive any communication he may have to 
make. 

Mr.-Branch offered the following as a substitute, 

Resolved, That a committee of nine be appointed by the 
Speaker,to act jointly with such committee as may be-appoin- 
ted on the part of the Senate,to wait upon the President, and . 
inform him of the organization of the two Houses of the Leg- 
islature, and their readiness to receive any communication he 
may: have to make; which resolution, was on motion of Mr. 
Durham laid on the table. _ 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, a committee, was appointed to , 
. wait upon the Senate, and invite them into the Representa- 
tive Hall, for the purpose of counting out the votes east for 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor. 

Messrs. Stewart,Gray, and Branch,were appointed said com- 
mittee. ° 

Mr. Mabry offered the following resolution— 

Resolved, That all Editors and Publishers of newspapers be 
allowed access to the Journals of this House, for the purpose 
of copying the same for publication, and farther that all re- 
porters for papers, be allowed a seat within the bar of the 
House—which resolution. was adopted. 

Mr. Tankersly offered the following resolution 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to draft rules and 
regulations for the Government of the House of Representa- 
tives, of the Legislature ofthe State of Texas. : 

Resolved further, That the standing rules of the House of 
Representatives, of the Republic of Texas, be the rules for the 
government of our proceedings for the time being. 

Resolutions adopted.. 

Messrs Tankersly, Clark, Brown, Erath, and Williams, were 
appointed said committee. * 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the Honorable’ Mr. Redgate came 
forward, presented his credentials, took, the oath preseribed by 
the constitution, and his seat. ~~ 

Messrs Parker, Wallace, and Phillips, € a eorhmittee from the 


+ 
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Senate, appeared and Anel ‘the House, that the “honorable 
Senate would meet them at § past I0 o'clock, for the purpose 
of counting out the votes eae tor Governor and Ticufenant 
Governor. 

Mr. Branch offered the aiene resolution 

Resolved, That the Speaker appoint the following standing 
committees. , 


Committee on the Juditiary. 


Public Lands. 

= i Militia. 
j “ County Boundaries. 
7 “. Public Printing. 

ae “ Finance. 

E.S “ Claims and Accounts. 
“ Enrolled Bills. 
i -“ Contingent Expenses. 
j “ Internal Improvements. 
oh “ Privileges and Filections. 
. - & Education. 
u “ Engrossed Bills. 


The honorable the Senate, appeared at the bar of the House, 
agreeably to their announcement—the President was invited 
to a seat on the right of the Speaker, and Senators to seats 


prepared for them. 
~ The following. communication from the honorable the Secre- 


tary of State, was taken up and read: 


: DEPARTMENT OF STATE; 
Austin, February 16th, 1846. 


Sir—Herewith I have the honor to transmit returns Sof elec- 
tion held in the several counties of the Republic, for Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor, received atthis Department. + _ 

[Signed] . EBENEZER ALLEN, © 
Secretary of State, 
Fo: the sina Speaker of- ; 
«the House of Representatives.. 
¥ 
On motion of Mr. Perkins the Speaker proceeded to announce 
.the result of the election for Governor and Lieutenant Gover 


nor, in presence of a Joint Session of both Houses, which was 
as follows: : 
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Lt, GovernoriLt. Governo 


Governor {Governor X 
Counties. ors Scatter’g. Soatter’g 
eet al B Miller 3 | Darnell Horton | 
Lamar 331 3 2 82. 181 
Sabine 150 10 188 64 
Shelby 375 40 829 58 27 
Harrison 747 i 8 392 210 ž -> 
Victoria : 66 40 8 . 77 3 
San Patricio 111 10 26 7 118 1 
Galveston . 334 13 i 68 224 3 
Bexar ` 452 5 204 63 
Gonzales 274 17 I7 292 
Red River 454 9 ' 188 - 495 46 
Travis 185 80 48 150 
Milam 152 52 109 717 
Matagorda 106 ~ 51 2 38 121 3 
Jasper 201 i8 iii 98 
Robertson 276 54 202 65 27 
Washington 202 201 127 226 : 
TV razoria 96 146 106 112 
\ustin 99 87 76 51 
fayette 271 28 285 
fort Bend 28 121 126 11 
_ Liberty 801 152 222 177 
Montgomery 549 199 548 52 
Rusk 271 1 2 66 248 1 
Nacogdoches 711 il 356 298 i 
*solorado 218 25 + 98 135 
‘Tarris 318 236 307 229 
Bowie s 299 110 . 89 215 9 
iian Augustine 256 sl 158 11 6. 
Goliad 25 3 23 5 


7853 1673 52 4084 4204 183 


Therefore, the Honorable J. Pinckney Henderson having re- 

- ceived a majority of the votes, was declared duly and. consti- 
‘tutionally elected Governor of the State of Texas, for the next 
ensuing twosyears. £ - K 

And the Honorable N. H. Darnell having received a majori- 
ty of the votes for Lieutenant Governor, was declared duly and’ 
constitutionally elected Lieutenant Governor of the State ef 
Texas, for the next ensuing two years, ~ 

a 


I. oos 

The Honorable the Senate having retired to their chamber, 
‘the House proceeded to business. 

On motion of Mr. Erath, Messrs Bourland and Gillett from 
the county of Lamar,came forward, presented their credentials, 
took the oath prescribed by the constitution, and their seats. 

On motion of Mr. Irion, Mr. Willie from the county of Wash- 
ington, presented his credentials, was qualified and took his 
seat. 

Mr. Brown offered the the following resolution— 

Resolved, That a committee of nine be appointed, to act 
jointly with such committee as may be appointed by the’ Sen- 
ate, to wait on the Governor and {Lieutenant Governor elect, 
and inform them of their election,also to request at what time 
it may suit their convenience to take the oath of office, and be 
installed. 

Resolution adopted. 

Messrs Brown, McNeill, Gray, Railey, Irion, Perkins, Swift, 
Bourland, and Gilliam, were appointed said committee. 

On motion, the resolution offered by Mr. Branch, to appoint 
a committee in conjunction with such committee as might be 
appointed by.the Senate, to wait on His Excellency the Presi- 
dent, was taken up,and on motion of Mr. Stewart, amended, 
by striking out “three” and inserting “nine.” 

Resolution adopted as amended. l 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the House adjourned to 3 o ‘elock, 
p. M, 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, the roll was called—a quorum present. 
On motion of Mr. Gray, Mr. Smith of Harris came forward, 
- presented his credentials, was qualified, and took his seat. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the House went into an election 
for Chaplain. 

Mr. Stewart nominated Mr. Morrell. 

““ Dupree nominated Mr. Thomas. 

There being no.other nominations, on motion Messrs Gray, - 
Stewart, and Stevenson, were appointed Tellers. 

The House then ‘proceeded to vote by ballot. 

After counting out the votes, the result was, Mr. Morrell re- 
eeived 28 votes and Mr. Thomas received 24 votes. 

Whereupon Mr. M orrill was declared duly elected Chaplain 
ef the House of Representatives. 

Mr. McCown offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed on the part 
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of the House, and that the Senate be requested to appoint a- 

like committee, to act in conjunction, to wait upon His Excel- 
lency the President of the Republic of Texas, and Heads of 
Departments, and invite them to attend at the inauguration of 
the Governor and, Lieutenant Governor elect, at such time as 
shall be fixed upon—which resolution was adopted., 

Messrs McCown, Sublett, Pease, Smith of Harris, and Croni- 
can were appointed said committee. O% 

On motion of Mr. Durham, a committee of three was ap- 
pointed to wait upon the officers of the United States Army; 
and invite them to attend the inauguration of the Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor. 

Messrs Durham, Bourland, and Willie, were appointed said 
committee. ye ee 

A message was received from the Senate, through their See- 
retary Mr. Bee, announcing the following committees. 

Messrs Cuney, McKinney, and Robinson, to make arrange- 
ments for the inauguration of the Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor. : es 

‘Also a committee. consisting of Messrs Williamson, Hogg, 
and Bagby} to wait upon the President. si 

Also a committee consisting of Messrs Parker; Phillips, and 
Wallace, to wait upon the Governor and Lieutenant Governor 
elect. l i : 

_ The committee appointed to wait upon His Excellency the 

President, having returned,reported through their chairman Mr. 

Branch, that His Excellency has no communications to make 

to the Honorable the two Houses of.the Legislature, but on 

i day of the inauguration he would deliver a valedictory ad- 
ress, 

Mr. McNeill, from the committee appointed to wait on His - 
Excellency the Governor elect, reported duty performed, and 

that His Excellency appointed Thursday the 19th inst, at 12 
' @ clocks. for his inauguration. ae ae 

On motion of Mr, Branch, the House adjourned to Thursday 
10 o’clock, a. m. . i 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, | 
City of Austin, Feb: 19. 1846 


‘The House met, pursuant to-adjournment. 
. ‘The Roll was called, and a quorum present. 
i Prayer by the Chaplain. i 

Tke Journal of the 17inst was read and adopted. 

Mr. Dickson offered the following Resolution. 

Be tt resolved, That , ' Copies of the Texas Democrat 
be contracted for, for the use of the House of Representa- 
tives during the continuance of its present session. 

Qn motion of Mr. Branch, the Resolution was laid on the 
table. l 
Mr. Durham from the Committee appointed to wait upon 
the officers of the United States army, reported duty per- 

formed. 
' Mr. Branch offered the following Resolution. 

Resolved, That the Speaker appoint the following additional 
Standing Committees, xe 

Committee on the Land Office. 

«  * Public Buildings. 
Mr. Stewart moved to amend by adding the 
Committee on Indian affairs. 
_ “© State affairs. = 
_ And“ © Federal Relations, which amendment was re- 
jected. 
' Question on the adoption of the original Resolution was 
taken and carried. 

The Secretary of the Senate, Mr. Bee, announced the fol- 
lowing Resolution as having passed the Senate. . 

Resolved, the House consenting that the two Houses of the 
Legislature convene in the Representative Hall on Saturday 
next at TL o'clock a. m. and proceed to the election of two 
Senators to the United States Congress. 

. Mr, Perkins offered the following Resolutions. 

Resolved, That a conimittee be appointed to act with a like 
committee on the part of the Senate, to invite Gen. M. B. 
Lamar, Ex President of the Republic of Texas, to attend the 
inauguration of the Governor of the State of Texas. 

Adopted... ` <a 

Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs.Perkins, Tankers- 
ly, and Brown, said committee. ; 

Mr. Branch, moyed to reconsider the vote taken on a former 
day, electing a chaplain. i 


Aye Th 
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Mr. Durham moved to laythe motion to reconsider, on the 
table.—Lost. a 

The question recurring on the motion to reconsider, being in- 
order, was put and carried. . 

The question: shall the House now go into an election for 
ekaplain. DOR 

Mr. Clark moved to lay the question on the table. 

The yeas and nays being called, thereon, stood: 

Yeas. Messrs Adams, Burroughs, Charlton, Cark, Croni- 
ean, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Erath, Hudson, Mabry, Me- 
Carty, McCulloch, Miller, Muckelroy, Patillo, Perry, Rayner, 
Rose, Sadler, Savage, Smith, of Rusk, Sublett and White —22. - 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Branch, Bourland, Brown, 
Dickson, Dupree, Echols, Edwards of San Austine, Gray, Gil- 
lett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, Keenan, McCown, Me- 
Farlane, McNeill, Milican, Mullens, Noble, Pease, Perkins, 
Railey, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith 
of H., Swift, .Tankersly, Pruitt, Williams and Willie: 36.. 

So the motion to lay on the table was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Tankersley, the question was laid on the 
table until 10 o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. McCown offered the following Resolution. 

Resolved, That a committee.of three be appointed, to invite 
the Grand Master and other officers of the Grand Lodge .of 


’ the Republic of Texas, to attend the itiauguration of the Gov- 


ernor elect, to-day at 12 o’clock: 
Resolution rejected. - 
On motion of Mr. Tankersly, the House took a recess until . 
half past 11 o’clock. 


Half past 1I o'clock a, m, 
` The Hon: the Senate and House of Representatives; assem- 


edat the place prepared for the inauguration, in accordance 


with a resolution previously adopted, for the purpose of receiv- 
ing the valedictory address of his Excellency, the President of 


. the Republic, and inaugurating his’ Excellency the Governor 


of the Statejof Texas. 
The committee arrived, andthe President, Governor elect, 
and Heads of Departments, were announced. 
The roll of each House having been called, and a quorum 
present. i l 
The Hon. R. E. B. Baylor delivered an appropriate prayer. 
After’ which . his Excellency, Anson Jones, President’ of 
ae 
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the Republic of Texas, arose and addressed the two Houses in 
the following words. ' 


Gentlemen of the Senate, i vos 
s And of the House of Representatives. 


The great measure of annexation, so- earnestly desired by 
the people of Texas, is happily consummated. The present 
occasior so full of interest to us, and to all the people of this 
country,is an earnest of that consummation; andlam happy 
to greet you as their chosen representatives, and tender to 
you my cordial congratulations on an event the most extra- 
ordinary in the annals of the world, and one which marks a 


, bright triumph in the history of republican institutions. A 


government is changed both in its officers and in its organ- 
ic taw—not by violence and disorder, but by the deliberate ` 
and free consent of its citizens; and amid the most perfect and 
universal peace and tranquility, the sovereignty of the nation 


-is surrendered and incorporated with that of another.. 


' There is no precedent for this,and hence-forward “annexa- 


' tion” is a word of new import in the political vocabulary of 


America,to form a subject for the speculations ofthe statesman; - 
and the intellectual labors of the sage.—Nations: have gene- 
rally extended their dominion by conqpest;their march to pow- 
er involving blood-shed and ruin, and their -attainment of it’ 
often followed by suffering and calamity to a.despairing. and 
subjugated people. Itwasleft forthe Angle Americaninhabitants 
of the Western Continent, to furnish a new mode of enlarging 
the bounds of empire, by the more natural tendency and: op- 
eration of the principles of their free Government: whatever 
objections may have been urged heretoforetothe territorial en- 
largement ofthe Union, those objections may row be regarded 
as overruled and as being without practical effect + annexation 
is the natural consequence’ resulting from congenial impulses 
and sympathies, andthe operation and influence of: like sym- - 
pathies and impulses is destined, as soon as can be: important 
or necessary, to settle-all conflicts in relation to the claim of 
the United States .to.any territory now in dispute on-this conti- 
nent. 


__ Inacecordance with the provisions. of the new .Constitution, 


adopted in the Convention ealled by me on the: 4th of July last, 
a State Government is now:fully and perfectly organized, and - 
I, as President of the Republic, with my officers, are now~pre- 
sent.to-surrender into the hands of those whom the people 
have chosen,the power and authority which we have some time 
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held—This surrender is made with the most perfect cheerful- 
ness, and in respectful submission tothe public will. For my 
individual part, I beg leave further to add, that the only motive 
wilich has heretofore actuated me in consenting to hold high 
and responsible office inthis my adopted ‘and beloved coun-. 
iry,has been to aid by the best exertions of such abilitiesasIpos- 
sessed, in extricating her from her difficulties, and to place her 
in some safe and secure condition, where she might be reliev- 
ed from the long pressure of the past, and repose from the 
toils, the sufferingsand threatened dangers which have sur- 
rounded her: % have considered annexation on favorable terms, 
asthe most secure and advantageous measure for Texas, and 
as affording the best prospect for the attainment of the object 
-Ibad in view, and have accordingly, in different capaci-. 
ties, labored most assiduously to openthe door in. the United 
States, to its -aceomplishment—lIn this I succeeded—lI sincer- 
ly wish the terms could have been made more advantageous, 
more definite, and less fraught with subjects of future dispute; 
but as they proved entirely acceptable toa vast majority of 
my fellow citizens, I felt it to be my imperative duty, so soon 
as that fact was known, faithfully and promptly to carry into 
full effect the will and the wishes of the people—ThisI have 
done; and in the execution of this work, lam happy to add, I 
have received the cordial support and co-operation of every 
member of my Cabinet, and of every officer of the Government - 
at home and abroad, whose services I have had occasion to 
employ in connection with it. Annexation has met with ne 
impediment in Texas, nor has any been attempted by. the Gov- 
ernment, and I believe I am justifiable in saying that it has been 
. accomplished in the very safest and best manner practicable, 
and at the very earliest possible period of time—I know of no 


- . course which could have been adopted, which would have ef- 


fected this object one single day’earlier. In the meantime I 
have obtained from Mexico a formal acknowledgement of our 
National Independence, thereby removing the principal objee- 
tion to the measure on the part of the United States, . = $ 
Satisfied that the happiness and welfare of Texas are -plac- 
ed on a strong and secure foundation, and that-she. will now 
find many friends better qualified than myself, who will take 
care of her interests, the motive to which 1. have alluded: as 
having actuated me in holding office, is no longer operative; 
and inretiring now to private life, 1 but indulge my indivi- 
dual wishes, and I lay down the honors and the cares of the 
Presidency with infinitely more of personal gratification, than 
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I assumeđthem. The confidence and.the favors which . the 


partiality of my fellow-citizehs has’ bestowed upon me, merit 
and receive my gratitude and my heartfelt thanks. Whatevér 
injustice may’haye been done.mé in moments of excitement, 


‘1 indulge the belief that when correct imformation is dissemi-. 


nated in regard to my whole course, the public mind will settle 
down into proper conclusions, and that my fellow-sitizens will 
judge me.rightly then. At least-I have the approbation of my 


own conscience, a reward in itself above all price, and repose’ 


: upon the assured belief that history and- posterity will do me 
no wrong, ` Pees ke 
‘1am happy to congratulate you gentlemen, upon the univer- 

sally prosperous condition of our country at the present time. 

Our foreign relations, have been closed in a manner satisfac- 

tory, 1 believe, to all the Governments with which we have had 

` intercourse. The frontier is quiet and secure, and the hus- 
bandman. sows and reaps his fieldin peace. Industry and en- 
terprise have received new guaranties and a new impulse—a, 
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market is found at home for nearly every thing our citizens ` 


have to dispose of, and a large and very desirable immigration 
to the country is now taking place-—The expenses of the Gov- 
erment since Ihave been in office have been paid in.an unde- 
preciated currency—a very considerable amount of debt incut-’ 
ed by previous administrations has been paid off, dnd a surp- 
lus of available means sufficient to defray fhe expenses of the 
Government economically administered, for the next two years 
ai least, is left at the disposition of the State—arid [venture the 
belief, that without resort to taxation, the public domain if 
properly husbanded and disposed of, will raise afund sufficient 
to liquidate the entire national debt upon equitable principles, 
besides providing for the future support of the State Govern- 
ment, and a system of common schools, and other institutions 
for the intellectual, moral and religious imprevement of the 
rising generation. . po 

With such a population as Texas possesses, characterized as 
it is with great intelligence and enterprise, and with such èle- 
ments of prosperity as she now possesses, a genial climate and 
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a fertile soil, it will be her own fault it shedoes not reach an | 


importance, and'a'sodial elevation, not surpassed by any com- 
munity -on earth.” i > i 


Detailed reports from all the different Departments and . 


' Bureaux, showing the transactions of the Government ‘since 


the last annual Meeting of Congress, are madé out, and ‘will’ 


be handed to his Excellency the Governor, for transmission in 


` 
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due time to yourhonorable bodies. The information which 
these contain, will show the manner in which the public affairs 
have been conducted since I came into office, and constitute 
in part the necessary data, upon which to predicate your future — 
action. It does not come within the province of'my apppro- ` 
priate duty to make any suggestions or recommend any meas- 
ures for your consideration. This task now helongs to an- 
other, and will, I am well satisfied, be discharged with zeal, 
- faithfulness and ability—I may however express the fervent 
hope which I have, that your important deliberations ,com- ` 
menced under such favorable auspices, may result in the pro- 
motion of the permanent welfare of the State of Texas, and 
your labors may be crowned with abundant blessings. 

The lone Star of Texas, which ten years since arose amid 
clouds, over fields of carnage, and obscurely shown for a while, 
hasculminated, and following aninscrutable destiny,has passed 
on and become fixed forever in that glorious constellation 
which all freemen: and lovers of freedom in ‘the world, must 
reverence and adore—the „American Union.—Blendingits rays 
with its sister stars, long may it continue to shine, and may 
gracious Heaven smile upon this consummation of the wishes 
of the two Republics, now joined together in one. May the 
Union be perpetual, and may it be the means of conferring 
benefits and blessings upon the people of all the States, is my 
ardent prayer. ‘ 

The final act in this great drama in now’ performed: Tha 
Republic of Texas is no more. 


His Excelleney, J Pinckney Henderson, Governor of the 
State of Texas, arose, took the oath of office prescribed by the 
Constitution, and addressed the two Houses of the Legislature . 
as follows. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, 
and House of Representatives, 


- This day, and within this very hour, has heen consummated 
‘the great work of annexation. This consummation, it seems 
to me, should be a full compensation to our citizens for all their 
toils and sufferings, endured for ten long years—Our hearts 
should be full of gratitude to the giver of all good, for the 
many favors he has bestowed upon us at all times, and un- 
der all circumstances. In the beginning of our revolution, 
when the frowns of the world were upon-us, ks .protecting 
_ arm shielded us from danger, and now, at its close, when, we 
hase so happily completed our labors and attracted the atten- 
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tion of the principal nations of the earth, he- ig still with us. 
Who can look back upon our history, and: not be fully and, 
-deeply impressed with the consideration that the arm of deity 
has shielded our nation, and his justice and wisdom guided us. 
in our path? Itis therefore our duty, in deep humility, to make _ 
-our acknowledgements for his many favors. It is with a deep. 
‘sense of the responsibility which I have incurred that I now 
enter upon the duties of the station, which my. -fellow-citizens 
have called méto fill. This statien, and,this responsibility, my. 
own disposition did not lead me to-seek, and I can only hope 
to be able to discharge the duties which have thus devolved 
apon me in a manner satisfactory to the country, by the aid 
of the Representatives of the people, .whq willl feel assured,, 
act with wisdom and harmony. If there has heretofore exist- 
ied any cause of dispute, or difference between the different 
sections of our country, in regard to the policy, most proper 
to be pursued, surely there is now no cause for disun~ 
ion, since we have the protecting arm of the United. States, 
thrown around us, and can repose’ guietly under her broad, 
banner., Let us then, I beseech you/commence our existence 
as a state of this great union in the spirit of harmony and for- 
bearance, and act our parts throughout as becomes the- agents 
of a free enlightened christian people. l 

By eur Constitution:which has been freely and. fully ap- 

proved by the almost unanimous voice of the people, more 
power and patronage are given to:the Executive than is given 
_ by most oftheother States of the Union totheir Executives; and | 
~ the merits of the system which we have adopted will greatly 
lepend upon the prudenge,, impartiality, and wisdom with 
vhich the Executive exercises,those powers conferredupen him, 
y our Constitution. As far as my actions are concerned, I can 
nly ptomise that I will endeavor to act cautiously, and impar- 
ally, guided by whatever jadgment I may be, able to corm- 
yand,having in viewonly the-public good, Regarding a good Ju-. 
iclany as one of the mainstays ofour Constitutional Liberties, 
.is my anxious wish to.see that Department of our Govern- 
rent placed upon the best possible fopting.. Judges who are. 
ossessed of violent political, party prejudices, are dangerous 
L any State. In exercising the yeto power conferred upen.me | 
y the Constitution, I shall feel constrained, as a. general’ rule 
; confine it to arresting the passage of unconstitutiona] laws, 

id such Jaws ag are calculated; in. my opinion, tg impair 
_ blic confidence, and embarrass the revenue of. the State. 

This isnot a proper time for me to advert, to measures ' 
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which it may seem tome should be acted upon by the Legis.. 
lature—that I will do in a short time, in making to you the 
communication required of me by the Constitution. _ 

We have this day fully entered the Union of the North 
„American States—let us give our friends who so boldly and 
nobly advocated our cause, and the friends of Ameriean Lib- 
erty, no reason to regret their efforis in our behalf. Hence 
forth, the prosperity of our Sister Stat es will be our prosperi 
ty—their happiness our happiness—their quarrels will be our 
quarrels, and in their wars we will freely participate. 


The Ceremony being closed by a blessing’ invoked by the - 
Hon. R. E. B. Baylor, the House retired to the’ Hall and on 
motion adjourned until to-morrow 2 o'clock r, m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
i Austin, February 20th, 1846 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, a quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceeding day was read and adopted. 

My. Miller offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Senate be, and they are hereby invited to 
assemble within the Representative Hall, on the 21st instant, 
at eleven o’cloek, 4. x., for the purpose of goirfg into the election. 
of Senators to represent the State of Texas in the Congress of 
the United States, . 

Mr. Fankersly moved that the resolution lie on the table. 

Question on laying the Resolution on the table, was taken 
and -earried. 

A. message was received from the Senate, through their Sec- 
retary, Mr. Bee, informing the House that'the Senataghad 
passed a resolution to go into an election for Public Printer on 
to-morrow, at three o’clock, r. m. 

“Mr. Tankersly, chairman of the committee to draft Rules 
and Regulations for the governance of the Hense of Repres- 
entatives, reported in accordance with the duty assigned them, 
«which report was laid upon the table for the present. 

Mr. Tankersly-introduced a joint resolution requiring His 
Excellency the Governor, to appoint an agent, forthwith to 


ad 


~ A 


2 
i 


e 
i ` 


- 21 


| ry into effect the second clause of the second section of the 
int Resolution of the Congress of the United States, entitled 
a Joint Resolution for the annexing Texastg the United States. 

_ Read first time. 

Mr. Rose offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Senate be invited to meet the House of 
| Representatives at three o’clock r.m. on Saturday, for the purpose 
of electing by joint ballot, a State Tfteasurer and Comptroller 
of Public Accounts, as directed by the Constitution. 

Laid on the table one day for consideration. P 

Mr. Branch moved to take up the resalution from the Sokale 
for the purpose of going into the election for Senators to the 
United States Congress. Motion carried. 

A Mr. Tankersly. moved to lay the resolution on the table — 
ost. 


_. And Resolution agreed to. 


Mr. Sublett introduced a Bill to be aada an’ set to district 
the State of Texas into Congressional Districts. aoe a first 
time, 

Mr. Brown moved to take i up the report of the Soe to 
draft Rules and Regulations for the governance of the House. 
Motion carried and the Rules as reported, were read. - 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the 9th rule was amended by 


inserting after ballot, “or wher the ayes-and noes shall be 


taken,” also the. 57th ‘rile.so as to read, “it shall be in order 
thr oughout the session, for the House to resolve itself into a 
committee of the whole, &c., &e. 

The Rules as amended avere ; then adopted, and; 

‘On motion of Mr. Brown, 150 copies were ordered to be 

rinted. 

Mr. Miller introduced a bill to provide for the: election of 
Repwesentatives to the United. States Congress. Read a first 
time. _ 

On motion of Mi. Rose, the resolution of the Sénate to gô 
into the election for. Public Taney on to-morrow, was taken 
u - 

Mr. Dokk ERT tolay de: resolution on ‘the table until 
‘Tuesday the twenty-fourth instant, j$ 

Lost, and house refused to concur in the. resolution. 


On motion of Mr. Dickson, the resolution proposing to sub- 


scribe for — copies of the, Texas Democrat, was taken up. 
Mr. Tankersly toyed to fill the blank with 75. Lost. 
: Rose moved to fill the. blank with 560. Lost, ; . 
“ Smith of H. moved to fill the blank with 300. Lost. 
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Mr. Truitt moved to fill the blank with 600. Lost. 
“ Durham moved to fill the blank with 210. Lost. 
k iliams moved to fill the blank with 250. Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Branch, the resolution was laid on the 
table. 
The Speaker announced the following standing committees: 
“COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 
Messrs. Tankersly, Stewart, Rose, Rayner, Parker, Pease 
and Williams. 
‘COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICTARY. 
Messrs. Gray, Branch, Sublett, Willie, Pease, Clark, Tan- 
kersly, Russell, McClarty and Gillett. 
‘COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS. : 
Messrs. Pease, Holland, Smith of Rusk, Echols, McNeill, 
Erath and Muliens. 
COMMITTEE ON THE LAND OFFICE. 


Messrs. Rose, Irion, White, Pattiilo, ‘Charlton, -Ryburn, Me- 


. Gown, Bourland and Broan: 


COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS. 
Messrs. Mabry, Truitt, Saddler, Adams, Charlton and Swift. 
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. l 
Messrs. Keenan, Edwards of San Augustine, Smith of Har- 
ris, Dupree, Railey, MéClar ty and Gilliam. ; 
‘COMMITTEE ON PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS. 
Messrs. Brown, Williams, Stewart, Ogden, Irion and Truitt. 
COMMITTEE ON INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

Messrs. Clark, Mabry, Muckleroy, Pattillo, McCown, Perry 
and Cooke. 
COMMITTEE ON COUNTY BOUNDARIES. 

Messrs, Irion, Gooch, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Erath, Smith 
of Rusk, Ryburn, Holland, Keenan, Charlton, White, Swift, 
Berry, Milican, Adams, Clark and McFarland. 

COMMITTEE ON CONTINGENT EXPENSES. s 


Meėssrs. Rose, White, Stewart, Eddy, Cronican, Durham and 
Stevenson. _ 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PRINTING. ‘ 
_ Messrs. Stewart, Hudson and Smith of Harris. , 
A COMMITTEE ON THE MILITIA. 
Messrs, McCulloch, Dupree, Smith of Rusk, Stevenson, Ög- 
den, Williams, and Erath. 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC BUILDIN GS, 
Messrs. Savage, Noble, Dupree and Perry. 
COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS, 
Messrg. Burroughs, Pattillo and Gillett. 
t 
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On motion of Mr. Perkins‘ the resolutign to go into the elec- 
tion for State Treasurer and Comptrolle?, was taken up and 
amended by striking out “Saturday three o’clock” and inserting 

Tuesday ten o'clock, 

‘ Qn motion of Mr.’ Bourland, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow morning nine o'clock. 


een A 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ), 
i Austin, February 21. 1846. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

- The roll was called—a quorum present. 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted: 
Mr. Dickson presented the petition of Albert G. Haines of 

‘Washington County, contesting the seat of. the Hon. L. G. Du- 

pree, which was referred to the Committee on. privileges and 

Elections. l 
Mr. McNeill from the Committee to wait upon the Lieuten- 

ant Governor’elect, and ascertain at what time it would suit his 

convenience to meet the two Houses of the Legislature, and 
take the oath of Office, asked leave of absence for the perfor- 

mance of that duty. l 
Mr. McNeill returned; reported duty performed, and that the 

Lieut. Governor elect would meet the two Houses of the Le- 

gislature on Monday the 28d. inst, at 11 o'clock, and take the 

oath of Office prescribed by the Constitution. 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, Mr. Russell was excused from 
the Committee on County Boundaries, and added to the Com- 
mittee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Miller moved that Mr. Gray be added to the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections—motion lost.. oo, 

Mr. Holland presented a petition from the Citizens of Harri- 
son county, praying for a division of said County—which peti- 
tion was referred to the Committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Gray presented a petition from the citizens of Harris 
and Montgomery counties, praying forthe establishment of a 
new county. ; : 

On motion, referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 
__ Mr. Sadler presented a petition from the citizens of Houston 

County, praying for the creation of a new county. 
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On motion, relenred to the committee oñ County Boundaries. 
On motion of Mr. Tankersly, Mr. Russell was added to the 


Judiciary Committe. 


Mr. Ryburn presented a petition from the citizens of Fannin 
County, praying for a division of the-same. ` 

. On motion, referred tothe committee on County Botndaries. 

Mr. Durham presented'a petition from the citizens of Bowie 
County, praying for the establishment of a new county. 

On motion, referred to the committee on County Boundaries.. 

On motion of Mr. Rose, Mr. Durham was adiled to the com- 
mittee on County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. McCarty, Mr. Brown! was added to the 
committee on County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Keenan, Mr. Bourland was added to the 
same committee. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

‘A ll ao nevenniien ant provide for the ieies of Re 
presentatives to the United States Congress, was read asecond 
time. 

Andon motion of Mr Miller, amended by inserting after 
“Secretary of State” in 4th section, who shall issue his “certifi- 
cate to the person having the highest number of votes. 

Mr. Branch moved to lay the bill and amendment upon the 
table, until Monday eleven o’clock—carried. 

Mr Branch offered the following resolution : 

Resolved,. That the committeeon Public Printing be instruct- 
ed to act on the part-of the House, to contract for “the printing 
of the laws and Journal of the present session, and for the con- 
tingent printing of the two Housés; also for two’ hundred and 
fifty copies of each Newspaper printed in the City of Austin. 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, the resolution was amended by 


‘striking out “two” and inserting “three.” 


On motion of Mr. Bourland, “it was further amended by add- 


_ ing “for the use of the House of Representatives.’ 


‘A bill to be entitled, an act to carry into effect the 2nd clause 
of the 2nd section of the joint resolution of the Congress of 
the United States, for annexing Texas to the United States, 


“was taken up anëread-a second time. 


Mr. Rose moved to strike out all that portion ; relative to Post 
Offices and Roads. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the pill was referred to ape com- 
mittee on the judiciary. ~ 
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A bill to be entitled ‘an Act to district ihe State of Texas in- 
to Congressional Districts—read a 2nd time. 
Mr, Willie moved to amend the bill striking out the pre- 
amble—lost. 
Mr. Gray moved its reference to 4 E committee, - ‘to be 
appointed from the three sections 2 the Conn Eàst, Middle 


and West—lost. 
Mr. Bourland moved tö lay it on the sabia until Monday 


- eleven o'clock A. m.—-carried. ` 


Mr. Stevenson, by leave, introduced a bill to refund cer- 


tain duties—read a first time. 
A message was received from the Senate, informing the 


. House of the appointment of a committee to enquire why the 


election returtis for Goyernor and Lieut. Governor have not 
been made, and requesting the appointment of a like com- 
mittee on the part of the House. 
On motion of Mr. Rose, the Resolution from the Senate was 
taken’ u 
itr Beek moved to amend by adding the following words. 
“Instructing said committee to report this evening at: 3 
o'clock.” 
Which amendment was agreed to—and Resolution adopted. 
The Warmer appointed Messrs. Branch, Rose, and Perkins, 


said committ 
- On motion o SM, Perkins, that portion of 8rd rule’ of the 


Standing rules of the House, requiring the Speaker to risë when 
a motion is put to the House, was suspended. 
Mr. Russell moved that the House take a recess until It o- 

clock—lost. 
Mr. Perkins moved that the House take a recess until ten 
minutes before 11 o’clock—catried. : 3 


Soe 


The recess having expired, the roll was called, anda quc* 
rum present. 

The Hon. the Senate, was announced at the.bar of the House, 
in accordance with a Resolution preyiqusly adopted ‘by both 
Houses of the Legislature, for the purpose. of going into an 
election for Senators to the Congress of the United States:. 

The. President was invited to a seat on the right of the Spea- 
ker, and the Senators to seats prepared fot them. 

The roll having been ealled, Sam Houston and Thos. J.Rusk 
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were putin nomination, and the two Houses, in joint sesssio. 
proceeded to vote, viva voce. 

Those members of the House voting for Sam Houston, wer 
Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Brown, Burroughs 
' Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durhar 

Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustin: 
Eddy, Gray, Gillett, Gooch, Holland, Irion, Keenan, MeCowr. 
> McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Mucklero\ 
Noble, Ogden,Pattillo, Pease, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Russell, Ry 
burn, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, Smith of Harris, Smith c 
Rusk, Sublett, Tankersly, Pruitt, White, and Willie.—50 votes 

Those voting for Thos. J. Rusk, were Messrs. Speaker Adam . 
Barry, Branch Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Clark 
Cooke, Dupree, Durham Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Ed: 
wards San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, 
Holland, Hudson, Keenan, Mabry, McCarty, McCown, McCaul. 
loch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Muckleroy, Mullen, Noble, 
Ogden, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Rose, Russel, 
Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, Smith of Rusk, Swif 
Sublett, Pruitt, Williams, and Willie—51 votes. 

Mr. Gray voted for James B. Miller—1 yote. 

Messrs. Mabry & Pease for H. G. Runnels—2 votes. 

Mr: McCarty for Memucan Hunt—l1 vote. 

Messrs. Rose and White for James Love—2 votes. . 

The Senators voting for Sam Houston, as announced by 


their President, were, for Sam Houston 19 votes. © 
Thomas J. Rusk 19 “ 
James Love > p 2 j 

RECAPITULATION. - 

Sam Houston received on joint ballot ~ 69 votes. 
Thomas, J. Rusk 4 s 70 “ 
James Love e a W 4° 

- Hiram G. Runnels ps s D En 
James B. Miller 7 # Eose 
Memucan Hunt í i I x 


Sam. Houston and Thos. J. Rusk, having received a majori- 
ty of all the votes cast, were declared by the Speaker of the 
House, duly and constitutionally elected Senators from the 
State of Texas to the Congress of the United States, for the 
next ensuing six years, a 

The Senate having retired to their Chamber: 


On motion of Mr, Dupree, the house adjourned until 2 o'- 
clock Pr. x : 
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The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and, a quorum being present. . 

The house proceeded to business. - 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the appointment of a committee, on the part of the 
Senate, to draft rules for the Government of the two Houses, 
during the present session; and requesting the appointment of 
alike committee, on the part of the House. 2 

The House was, also, informed, that the Senate had adopted 
a Resolution, authorizing the Governor to despatch, . by Ex- 
press, to Messrs. Houston and Rusk, Senators elect to the Uni- 
ted States Congress Certificates of their election; and request- 
ing the concurrence of the House, in the same. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the Resolution was taken up, 
the rule suspended and the Resolution adopted. l 
Mr. Williams offered the following Resolution:— ; . 

Resolved, by the House of Representatives, That no person be 
permitted to smoke a pipe or cigar, during the hours of session, 
within. the bar of the House. 

_- Resolution laid upon the table, one day. 

Mr. Branch, from the Special committee, appointed to as- 
certain, whether any returns of elections, for Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor, had been made to the State Department 
_ ~—other than those received by the Housereported a perfor- 
mance of the duty assigned saidcommittee; which report, was 
accompanied with the following communication:— 


k DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
February, 21st 1846, 


To the Honorable Speaker of 
the House of Representatives. - 


Sir: I have the pleasure of transmitting you, herewith, re- 
turns of Elections, from Fannin County; being addressed to 
the Secretary of State, they were filed with othe? communica- 
tions to this Department, and the votes for Governor and Lieu- 
tenant Governor, contained therein, were overlooked until 
this morning. ` 

' Kes Very respectfully, 
Your obe’t servant, 
[Signed] J. C. ELDRIDGE. 
Chief Clerk. 
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On motion of Mr. Bourland, Mr. Russell was added to the 
Committee on Education. > . f 

Mr. Bourland, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An 
act to establish and fix the Salaries, of the State Treasurer 
and Comptroller of Public Accounts.”-—Bill read a Ist time. 

Mr. Perkins ‘moved, that a committee, of three, be appoint. 
ed, to inform the Senate, that further returns of Elections, for 
Governor, and Lieutenant Governor, had been received by the 
House.—motion lost. l 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, the House adjourned, untl 
Monday morning, nine o'clock. l 


. HOUSE OF Sane ere aaa 
Avstix, Monday, February 28rd, 1846. 


The Houtisé met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called ahd a quorum being present, 

The House proceedéd to business. N i 

The J onal of Saturday, the 21st instant, was read and 
adopted. g ; 

Mr. Dickson presented a memorial from a portion of the citi- 
zens of Montgomery county, praying for the creation of anew 
county, to be called the county of Grimes. i 

Memorial read, and 

On motion, referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Keenan presented a memorial, from the citizens of Mont- 
gomery county, praying for the establishment of a new county. 

Memorial read, and : 

On motion, referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Brown presented a memorial from the citizens of Nacog- 
doches county, praying for the creation of a new county. 

Memorial read, and - a 

On motion, referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr, Dupree, Mr. McClarty was added to the 
committee onthe Judiciary, 

On motion of Mr, Bourland, Mr. Gillett was added. to the 
same committee. oF. 

Mr. Rose introduced the following preamble and resolution: 
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Whereas, The House of Representatives did, on the 


- 


day, of the present session of the Legislature of the State*of’ 


Texas, in presence of both branches “of the Legislature, pro- 
ceed to epen the returns of the elections, for Governor and 
Lirutenant Governor, and to count the votes and declare the 
names of the persons elected, to the offices of Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor, as directed by the Constitution; and - 

Whereas, Fhe persons, so declared elected, were notified 
thereof, and the Governor elect, duly installed into his office; 
and 

Whereas, Tt has, since, come to the “knowledge of the two 
Houses of the Legislaturé, through the report of a joint com- 
mittee, that the returns of the county of Fannin, were receiv- 
ed at the Department of State, of the Republic of Texas, in 


. due time, but overlooked in sending the returns to the Speaker 


of the House of Representatives, ‘and therefore, not included 


in the final estimate of the votés; whereby great injustice is , 
likely to be done Col. Horton, the person receiving the highest 


number ef votes for Lieutenant Governor, and the known and 
declared will of the people be, thereby, defeated. Therefore, 

Be it resolved, by the House of Representatives with the con- 
currence of the Senate, That the two Houses meet in the Rep- 
resentative Hall, on the ——- day of the present month, for the 
purpose of comparing and re-counting the returns of election 
for Lieutenant Governor, and to hear and decide a contest for 
the office of Lieutenant Governor, between the two candidates 
for said office. 

Mr. Sublett moved, that the Preamble and resolution, be in- 
definitely postponed. 

Mr. Bourlaud moved, that the preamble and resolution, be 
referred to the committee on : Privileges and Elections. 

Motion carried. 


Mr. Ogden presented tke petition of = H. Walker, ‘praying 


for relief. n 
Petition read, and 
On motion, „referred: te the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts. 


Mr. Edwards, of Nacogdoches, offered the following Teso- 


lution: 
Resolved, That bäck and every member of this House, be al- 


_ lowed and furnished with one copy of all the acts and laws, 


passed by the førmer Republic of Texas; Provided, That they 
can be obtained from the State Department. 
Resolution read and adopted. ` 
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a; On motion, the House proceeded to the 
ORDERS OF THE DAY, 


A bili to be entitled, an act, to fix the salaries of Treasurer | 
and Comptroller, was taken up, and : 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance. 

A bill to be entitled, an act, requiring the refunding of cer- 
tain duties, therein named, was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

The resolution to _prohibit smoking, &e., was taken up, and 

Read a second time. i ` 

Mr. Dupree moved to amend the resolution, by inserting 
“and within the lobby.” . 

' Motion carried. f $ 

The resolution was them adopted, 

The Resolution from the Senate, appointing a committee 
from that body, to draft rules for the governaree of the two 
Mouses, and requesting the appointment of a like committee, 
onthe part of the House, was taken up, and 

Read a second time- l 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the Chief Clerk of the House was 
instructed to inform the Senate, that the House had adopted 
rules for its own government. ; 

Wr. Saddler, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled, an act 
providing the mode of establishing county seats, for new coun- . 
ties. 

Bill read a first time. 

_ Mr. Swift, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled, an act, 
to create a new county, out of part of the counties of Gonza: | 
es and Bexar, to be called the county of Guadalupe. 

Bill read a first time.. 

A message was'received from the Senate, informing the . 
House of the passage of a bill to be entitled, an act, authori- 
zing the Governor to cede certain property to the United States: | 
and a bill to be entitled, an act, to transfer the aflairs of the 
Republic of Texas, to the State of Texas, by that body. . 

The House was also informed, that the Senate had concur- 
red in the resolution of the House, to go into the election of u.. 
State Treasurer and a Comptroller of Public Accounts.. 

Mr. Branch offered the following resolution: 
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Resilied: That the committee on PublicBuildings,be instruct- 
ed to enquire and report to this House, what repairs, - if any ` 
are necéssary to be made to. the Public Buildings i in the city of 
Austin, and what amount of money would, in their opinion, be 
required to make said repairs; and, also, whether or not, there 
are more Public Buildings than will be required for the use of 
the State—the propriety of disposing of said buildings, if any, 


and'the amount that could, probably, be raised from. the same. 


Mr. Pease moved that the resolution be adopted. . 

Mr. Lankersly moved that the resolution be laid upon:thé tas 
ble. l m 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Rose, the bÌ to be entitled, an act, dis-. 
tricting the State into Congressional Districts, was taken up, 

On its 2nd reading. 

Mr. Keenan moved to refer the bill toa seleet committee. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the House resolved itself into a 
committee of the Whole, for the purpose of acting on the fore- 
going bill. 

MR, BROWN IN THE CHAIR 

After some time spent therein, the committee of the Whole- 
rose, reported progress, and asked leave to be discharged from, 
a further consideration of the biñ. 

Mr. Pease offered a substitute for said bill.. 

Substitute read. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the substitute was referred to a select 
committee. , 
The Speaker appointed Messrs, Pease, McNeill, Cooke, Gray,. 
Branch, Durham, Brown, Smith of Rusk, Rose, Williams, Red- 

gate, ‘White, Echols and Savage, to constitute said committee. 

A message was reccived - from the Senate, informing the | 
House of the appointment of a committee, from that body, to 
enquire into the expediency of re-comsidoring the returns of 
election for Lieutenant Governor, and requesting the appoint- 
ment of a like eommittec on the part of the House. 

‘On motion of Mr. Tankersly, the said resolution of the Sen- 
ate, was taken up, and read. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the resolution was concurred in 
by the House. 

‘The Speaker appointed Messrs. Perkins, Stevenson and*us- 
Sell, to constitute said committee. 

“Mr. Perkins introduced a bill to be entitled, an act to SPIONE 
for a viva voce vate, in all elections. 

Bill read a 1st time. 
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A biH to be entitled, an aet, to provide for the election of 
Representatives to the United States Congress, was taken up’, 

On itS 2nd reading. | ; . 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, 

On motion ef Mr. Burroughs, the bill from the Senate, to be 
entitled, an agt, to cede and transfer.certain property, therein 
named, was‘taken up, and 
Read a lst time. l 
On motion ef Mr, Gray, the rule of the House, which requires 
bills to be read on three several days, was suspended, and the 

. Bill read a second time. s 

On motion, the bill was then referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

À bill to be entitled, an act, to transfer the affairs of the Re- 
public of Texas, to the State of Texas, was taken up, and 

Passed to its second reading. ee 

On motion of Mr..Clark, the House adjourned until half-past 
two o’clock, P. m. l i 


Pree sT | 


_HALF-PAST TWO O'CLOCK, P. Me 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, and a quorum being present, 
The House proceeded to business. 
_ Mr. Miller, by leaye, intreduced a resolution, tendering to 
Ex-President Jones, a vote of thanks. at 
oe motion of Mr. Gillett, the resolution was laid upon the . 
table. ; 
Mr. Miller,by leave, introduced the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee on Finance be instructed to 
enquire into, and fix the compensatien of all officers of the 
State of Texas, and of the counties thereof—excepting those, 
only, which have been fixed by the Constitution—and to report 
thereon, by bill. : 
Resolution read and adopted. l ! 
Mr. Miller also offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee on Finance, be instructed to 
take into consideration, at the most early day practicable, the 


organization of the Treasury Department, and report thereon, 
by bill, or otherwise. l 


Resolution read and adopted. 
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- Mr Branch offered the mie resolution: po 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the Hòùse of Representatives, 
be instructed to have one hundred and fifty copies of the Rules - 
of the House, and of the Joint Rules of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, printed for the use.of the members. 

Resolution-read and adopted. 

Mr. Gooch presented a memorial from fe citizens of Red ; 
River county, praying for the establishment of anew county. 

Memorial read. 

On motion, the memorial was referr ed to the committée en 
County Boundaries. 

_ Mr. Brown, from the committee on Privileges, and Elections, 
asked leave for said committee to sit durin ag the session of the 
House. _ ae i 

Leave granted, ; 

Mr. Stewart, by request, was granted permission to spread 
the following upon'the Journals of the House: 
` Mr, Speaker : 

I would ask permission for an‘entry to be mads upor the 
Journals of the House, shewing that I was not present at the 
election for Senators, tromi the State of Texas, to the Congress 
of the United States—being prevented ther efrom by sickness— 
to express, that my vote for ‘Senator, in ‘said election, would 
have been given as the vote of the county of Montgomery, , to 
General Sam Houston. 


ke 
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Mr. Gis y amodi a Joint Hésclution: defining the. mode of 
procedure, to be pursued by the Legislature, in enacting: laws. 

Joint resolution read a first time. - 

On motion of Mr. MéNeill, the House ` adjourned until fo- 
morrow morning, nine o'clock, 
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.. City or Austr, Turspay, ° 
- February 24th 1846.. 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment: l 
The roll was called, and, a quorum being present. ee 
The House proceeded to business. - sel 
The Journal of the preceding "day was read and adopted. 
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On motion of Mr. Brown, the member elected, from Matagor- 
da County—the Honorable Henry Jones—-came forward, pre- 
sented his credentials, and took the oath, prescribed by ‘the 
constitution, and his seat. - 

Mr. McFarland presented a memorial from the citizens of 
Fannin County—praying for the establishment of a new coun- 
~- tye 7 

enia read, and, 

On motion, referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. McFarland also presented a petition, from Garrett Fitz- 
gerald—praying for relief. n A . 

Mr. Miller moved, that the petition be referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

* Motion lost. 

On motion, the petition was referred to the committee on 
Public Lands. l 

Mr. McCulloch presented a petition from the citizens of* 
Gonzales, Victoria, Jackson, Colorado and Fayette counties 
praying for the establishment of a new county. | : 

Petition read, and. 

On motion, referred to the committee on County Boundaries, 

Mr. McNeill presented a memorial, from the citizens of 

Montgomery county—praying for the creation of a new 
county, to be called the county of Montgomery. 

Memorial read, and, 

On motion, referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Stewart presented a petition, from Matthew CartwrigLt _ 
——praying for relief. Í 

Petition read, and, NES 

On motion, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Hudson presented a petition, from N. B. Mallon—-pray- 
ing for relief. 

Petition read, and, 

On motion, referred to the committee on Public Lands.. . 

Mr. Hudson also presented a petition, from Theodore D., 

. Maltby—praying for relief. | | 
Petition read, and, | 

On motion, referred to the committee on Public Lands, _ 

Mr. Russell presented a memorial, from the citizens of Har- 
rison, Rusk, and Nacogdoches counties—praying for the crea- 
tion of anew county. 

Memorial read, and, ' ; 

On. motion, referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Gilliam offered the following resolution— 


. 
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Resolved, That the committee ọn County Boundaries, Be in- 
structed to ‘withhold their reports, fer: the term of twenty days, 
on all bills, touching the counties.of Lamar, Red River and 
Bowie, in order that “full returns” of petitions may be made. 

Resolved, That the Serate bezequested to concur jatke fore— 
going resolution. 

Resolution read, and,. 

On motion, laid upon 2 the table; one day. 

Mr. Gillett, .by leave, introduced a bill, to be-entitled, “An 
act, to extend the jurisdiction, of Justices of the Peace, over 
eases of assault’ and battery.” s 

Bill read a Ist time. l 

Mr. Cooke, introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An:act, to create 


‘ the county of Limestone.” 


t 


Bill read a Ist time. 

Mr. Bourland introduced the following Porc om 

Resolved, That the committee on County Boundaries, on:the 
part of the House, request the-like committee,;.on the part of- 
the Senate, to act jointly:on alf petitions, bills &e., having for 


their object the organization-of new counties—and so report. 


Resolution read, and,. 

On motien, laid upon: the table, forthe present. 

Mr. Charlton, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled, 
“An act, to- establish the: county of Tyler.” , 

Bill reag á Ist time.. 

Mr. McCulloch introđaced a: bill „to be entitled, “An:act; to 
ereate the county of Ea Vacca.” 

Bill read a 1st time- 

Mr. Barry introduced a bill, tobe entitled, “An act, tocrente the 
eounty of à 

Bill read a 1st time. 

Mr. Stevenson introduced a bill, to-be entitled, « “An act, lo- 
cating the county seat of San Patricio county, Corpus Christi 
and for other purposes.” 

Bill read a 1st time. 

Mr. Gooch iritroduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to divide 


‘ the county of Bowie.” 


- Bill read a Ist time. 

Mr. Durham moved, that the bill be rejected. 

Motion lost. 

: Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill, to be entitled, “An act, for the trans- 


fer of certain property, therein named, to the- Gov ernment of 
the United States,” reported thereon. 
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Mr. Miller moved, to strike out that clause relating to Cus- 


tom Houses. . 
Motion lost. : 
On motion of Mr. Brown, the ee was adopted, 


Mr. Miller renewed his motion, to strike out, “as before.” 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of the mə-, 
tion, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Gillett, Giliam, Miller and Willie—4, 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, 
Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dupree, Dickson, 
Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San 
Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gooch, Holland, Irion, Jónes, 
Keenan, Mabry, M ¿ċClarty, McCown, McCalloch, McFarland, 
McNeill, Milican, Mackleroy, Mullens , Noble,. Ogden, Patti}. 
lo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, edgate, Rose, Rus- 
sell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson; Stewart, Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, amie. Trait, White 
and W illiams—57. 

So the motion was:rejected. 

Mr. Miller then offered an amendment... 

Amendment rejected. ! 

Mr: Branch, moved, that the vote rejecting the amendment, 
just proposed by Mr. Miller, þe reconsidered. 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the report was laid “upon the 
table, until three o’clock r. ar. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the House then took a recess of 
ten minutes. 
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The recess having expired, thé House again proceeded to 
"business. 

Mr. Perkins moved, that a committee he appointed, to wait 
on the Senate and invite them within the Hall of the House 
of Repr esentatives, for. the purpose of going into an election, 
for a Treasurer, and a Comptroller of Public Accounts, of ‘the 
State of Texas. ` . 

Motion carried. 

‘The Speaker appointed Messrs. Rose, ene and Clark, to 
constitute said committee. 

The committee repaired to the Senate chamber, and,in a 
few minutes, returned, and reported a performance of the duty: 
assigned them. 2 
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The Honorable Senators appeared -at the bar of the House, 
headed by their President. 

The Honorable President of the Senate was invited to a seat, 
by the Speaker, and the Honorable Senators, to seats prepared 
for them. 

The roll was then called, and a quorum found present. 

The object of the joint session, being stated, 

The two Houses then praceeded to the election of a State 
Treasurer, by joint ballot. 

The Honorable the Senate, put in nomination for State 
‘freasurer, Mr. James H. Raymond, and Moses Johnson, Esq. 

Messrs. Rose, Branch and Gray, were appointed Tellers, on: 
the part of the House. 

On counting out tlie votes, it appeared that 

Mr. James H. Raymond received 42 votes. 

Moses Johnson, Esq, “ 20 “ 
Blank, d ps 
Jn the Senate, as announced by the President ef: that body,. 
Mr. James H. Raymond, received 11 votes. h 
Moses Johnson, Bsq, A 9 “S 


s SEER fae. Ae i 
- RECAPITULATION.- 
Mr. James H. Raymond, received 53 votes.- 
Mases Johnson asda E « 
“ Greer, mS. Me 
Blank, o, oe 


Mr. James H. Raymond, having-received a majority of all 
the votes, was declared -by the Speaker, duly arid Constitution- 
ally elected Treasurer of the State of TR for the next, en- 
suing two years. - 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a Comp- 
troller of Publie Accounts. S 
James B. Shaw, Esq, was put in nomination by the Senate. 

There being no ‘other nomination, the two Houses then pro- 
ceeded to vote, by ballot.- 

Messrs. Brown, McNeill, and Durham, were appointed Tel- 
Jers, on the part of the House. ` 

On counting out the votes, it appeared that — 

James B. Shaw, Esq., received 60 votes. 

Jobn Smith, I1 “ 

Blank, E p 

In the Senate, as annouriced by the President ofthat bad 

James B. Shaw, Esg. „received 2} votes. 


_ 
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RECAPITULATION. 


James B. Shaw, Esq., received 81 votes. 
. John Smith, 1 # 
Blank, ; : 


James B. Shaw, Esq., having received a majority of all the 

votes, was declared, by the Speaker, duly and constitutionally 
. elected, Comptroller of Public Accounts, of the State of Tex- 
‘aa, for the next ensuing two years. 

Mr. Ben. F. Hill’s resignation‘having been tendered, as En- 
grossing Clerk of the House of Representatives: 

Mr. Hill was put in nomination, for the Chief Clerkship of 
the House of Representatives, to fill fhe vacancy occasioned 
by the resignation of Mr.James H. Raymond. 

There being no other-nomination, the Speaker declared Mr. 
Bea. F. Hill, duly elected Chief‘Clerk-of the House of Repre- 
a#entatives. 
. The House then proceeded to the election of an Engrossing 
‘Clerk, to fill the vacancy, occasioned by the resignation of 
Mr, Ben. F. Hill. . : 
- Mr. Durham inominated,.Mr. John D. Pitts. 

“ Qgden nominated Mr. Thomas Green. 

Messrs. Perkins, art and Keenan, were appointed Tel- 


On counting ‘eut the votes, it appeared that 
Mr. John D. Pitts received 32 votes. 
“ ThomasGreen “ 30 “ 

Mr. Pitts, having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared by the‘Speaker, duly elected, Engrossing Clerk of the 
House of Representatives. ) 

On motion, the House then adjourned, until three o'clock, 
2.. x. 


ee mead 


- THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


‘Phe House met, pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, and, a-quorum being present, 
The House proceeded to business. 


Mr. Pease, chairman of a select committee, made the follow- 


iag report : 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The Select committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be en- 
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titled, an act, to District the State of Texas, into Congression- 
al Districts, and a substitute for said bill—and also, a bill to 
be entitled, an act, to provide for the, election of Representa- 
tives, to the United States Congress—have had the same under 
consideration, and, a majority of the committee, have directed 
me to report the accompanying bill to the House, as a substi- 
tute for said bills, and to recommend its passage. 
All of which, is respectfully submitted. 
[Signed ] E. M. PEASE, 
; Chairman. 


On motion, the substitute just reported by the. comes: was 
taken up. 

Mr. Branch moved to amend the substitute, by inserting 
“Galveston,” in the first section. 

Mr. Perkins moved, that a call of the House be made. 

Motion carried. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms, was despatched for absent members. 

The roll was called, and a quorum found present. 

On motion, the call of the- House was suspended. 

The yeas and nays were then called, on the adoption of Mr. 
Branch’s amendment, and stood as follows :: 

Yeas. Messrs. Barry, Branch, Bourland, Burroughs, Charl- 
ton, Clark, Durham, Echols, Edwards, of San Augustine, Eddy, 
Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, McCown, McFarland, Miller, 
Muckleroy, Mullens, N oble, Pattillo, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, 
Smith of Rusk, Sublett, and Truitt—27. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Brown, Gooke, Cronican, 
Dickson, Dupree, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Erath, Gray, Hud- 
son, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McCulloch, Mc- 
Neill , Milican, Ogden, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, 
Redgate, Rose, Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith, of Harris, 
Switt, Tankersly, White, Williams, and Willie—36. 

Amendment rejected. 

' Mr. Bourland moved to amend the’ bill, by inserting, in the 
first section, the counties of Montgomery and Robertson. ` 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of the 
amendment, and stood thus: 

Yeas. Messrs. Barry, Branch, Bourland, Clark, Durham, 
Echols, Eddy, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Hudson, Me- 
Cown, McFarland, Miller, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, Perry, Red- 
gate, "Russell, Ryburn’ Saddler, _ Smith of Rusk, Truit and 
White—27. 

Na ys. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Brown, Eamon he, Gacke, 
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Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Edwards of San Augustine, Ed- 
wards of Nacogdoches, Erath, Gray, Irion, Jones, Keenan, 
Mabry, McClarty, McCulloch, McNeill, Milican ,Muckleroy,Og- 
den, Pease, Perkins, Rayner, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Har- 
_ iis, Sublett, Tankerslys Williams and Willie—82. 

Amendment rejected.. 

Mr. Clark moved to amend the bill, by sain the cotinty of 
{Lobertson, to the second section. 

The yeas and nays were called,on the adoption of the amend- - 

nent, and stood as “follows: 

Feas. Messrs. Barry, Branch, Bourland, Burroughs, Charl- 
ton, Clark, Cronican, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Saa Augus- 
tine, Eddy, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, McClarty, McCown, 
Mek “arland, Miller, Mullens, N oble, Pattillo, Redgate, Russell, 
Rybury, Sadler, Savage, Sublett, Truitt and White—30. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Brown, Cooke, Dickson, 
Dupree, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Erath, Gray, Hudson, Irion, 
Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McCulloch, McNeill, Milican, Muckle- 
10y, Ogden, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Rose, Ste- 
venson, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Vonk: 
ersly, W illiams ‘and W illie—33: 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Branch moved to amend the bill by adding to the first 
section, the counties of Galveston, Harris, Montgomery and 

toberston. 

The yeas andnays were called, onthe adoptionof the amend- 
raent, and stood thus: 

Yeas. Messrs. Br anch, Bourland, Clark, Durham, Kichols, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Mo- 
Clarty, McCown, McFarland, Miller, Pattillo, Perry, Redgate, 
jlassel]l, Ryburn, Sadler, Truitt and W hite—23. 

Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Burroughs, 
( narlton, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Edwards of Na- 
cogdoches, Erath, Holland, Irion, Jones, Keenan, McCulloch, 
McNeill Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Perkins, Pease, 
Railey, Rayner, Rose, Stevenson, Stewart Smith of Harris, 
smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Williams and Willie. 
—36. 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Clark moved, that the bill be laid upon the table. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Russell moved, that the sense of the House, be now tak- 
en, on the previous question. 

” Motion carried. , . _* 
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Question. Shall iie bill, now under consideration of. the 
Ikouse, be engrossed? 

The House decided in the T and 

The -bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill, to be entitled, “An att, to pro- 
vide for the election of Representatives t to the United States’ 
Congress,” by that body. > 

Al message was received, from His Excellency, the Gover- 
nor, through the hands of his Private Secretary, S. Z. Hoyle. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the message was taken up, me 
rea 

Mr. Bourland moved, that 500 copies of the message.and as- 
companying Documents, be ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Rose, 1009 copies of the message and ae- 
sompanying Documents, were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Swift introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create 
a new Countyto be called the-County of De Witt.” 

' Bill read a first time. 
Mr. Perkins made the following report: p 


Commirren Room 
Feb. 24th 1848. 


Honorable, W. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee, on the part of the House, whose duty -it 
was, toact with a like committee, on the part of the Senate, 
to “enquire into the expediency of reconsidering the action of 
the two Houses, on declaring the election of Lieutenant Goy- 
_ ernor,” beg leave to report.—That, upon examination, they 
are unable to find all the election returns, from the different 
counties; and, consequently, they are unable to come to any 
conclusion, until proper informatión can be received. They 
would, therefore, ask the indulgence of the House, until they 
can receive such information as may warrant a. conclusion; at 
which time they will report. 

[Signed] S. W.. PERKINS, 

Chairman. 

Report read and adopted. 


On motion, the House adjourned, until to-morrow morning 
nine o'clock. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
City of Austin, Feb. 25th 1846 


The House met; pursuant to adjournment. 

‘The roll was called—a qourum present: 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Gray presented the petition of J. Jenks Mahan praying 
for relief, which was referred to the committee on Public- 
Lands. 

. Mr. Stewart presented a memorial from James Slayman, of 
Montgomery County, praying tor reliefs which was referred to 
committee on Finance. 

Mr. Gray presented a memora TA the President and Se- 
eretary of the Texas Educational Society, which was referred 
to the committee on Education. 

Mr. Eddy presented the petition of Joseph McGee, for land, 
which was referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Tankersly, the Speaker appointed a com- 
mittee on Engrossed Bills, to. wit., Messrs. Rose, Russell Bour- 
land and Willie. 

Mr. Erath, by leave, introduced-a Bill creating the county 
of Burleson—read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, Mr. Dickson was added to the- 
committee on Claims and Accounts. 

‘On motion of Mr. McCown, Mr. Stewart was added to the 
committee on the Land-Office. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, Mr. Dickson was added to the 
committee on the Land-Office. . 

Mr. McCulloch, offered the following Resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That ‘the Standing Committee on the Militia, be 
instructed to act jointly with the Military committee on the 
part of the Senate, with instructions to examine the laws on 
_ the organization of the Militia, and repoit by bill or other- 
l wise—adopted. 

Mr. Adams introduced a bill, to be entitled an act to create 
the County of Navarro—read a first time, 

Mr. Savage introduced a bill, to be entitled an act to make 
an appropriation for the payment of arrearages of Salary due 
Ashbel Smith—read a first time. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill, to suppress the burning of 
woods at improper seasons. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Branch introduced a bill, to be entitled an act-to make 
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án appropriation for the payment of the arrearages of salary 
due George S. McIntosh. : 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Cronican introduced a bill, together with a petition, for 
the incorporation of the Grand Lodge of the Indépendent Or- 
der of Odd Fellows of the State of Texas. ` 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill, to be entitled an act to pro- 
hibit private Banking. b. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Tanskersly moved a re-consideration of the vote taken on 
yesterday, on a bill to be entitled an act, Districting the State 
of Texas into Congressional Districts, on the amendment to 
insert “Robertson County” in the first section of the bill. 

Motion to reconsider, lost. 


Pa 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion, the orders of the day were taken up. 

The Senate’s Bill to provide-for the election of Representa- 
eases United States Congress; was read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled, an“a&ct-to promote a methodical transfér 
of the affairs of the Republic of Texas to the State of Tex 
_as—read a second time, and i 

On motion referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

A joint Resolution defining the mode of procedure to be 
pursued by the Legislature in enacting laws—was read a se- 

cond time. 

Mr. Bourland moved its reference to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Pa motion of Mr. Sublett, the bill was indefinitely post- 
poned. ; 7 i 

Mr. Burroughs moved a reconsideration of the vote on the 
indefinite postponement of said bill. 

The Yeas. and Nays. being called for thereon, stood thus: 

Yeas. Messrs Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, 
Brown, Charlton, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Echols, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Hud- 
son, Jones, Keenan, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Milivan. 
Muckleroy, Mullens, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, 
Redgate, Rose, Russell, Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of 
H. Tankersly, Truitt and White. 41. 

Nays. Messrs. Burroughs, Clark, Edwards of San Augus- 
tine, Eddy, Gooch, Holland, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, Miller, 


. 
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Pattillo, Sadler, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Willie and Wit- 
lams. 17. 

The bill was reconsidered: and on motion of Mr. Rese; re- 
ferred to the Judiciary, Committee. 

A bill to be entitled, an act to create a new County, out of 
part óf the Counties of Bexar and Gonzales, to be called the 
County of Gaudalupe. - Read a second time—and on motion 
referred to the committee-on County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for a viva voce vote in 
all elections. Reada second time. 

Mr. Perkins moved its reference to the committee on Privi- 
leges and elections. Lost. 

T Mr. Dickson moved the indefinite postponement of. said 

ill. 

The Yeas and Nays. being called for, stood. i 

Yeas. Messrs. Brown, Clark, Dickson, Edwards of San 
Augustine, Hudson „McCulloch, McNeill, Noble, Rose, Sadler, 
Smith, of H. Truitt "ard Williams. 15. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, 
Burroughs, Chariton, Cooke, Cronican, Dupree, Echols, Ed- 
wards of N acogdoches, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, 
Gooch, Holland, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, Mo- 
Farland Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Ogden, Pattille, 
Pease, Perkins, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Savage, 
Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, White and 
Willie. 46. - 

The motion to indefinitely postpone. Lost. 

Mr. Rose moved to amend by striking out “viva voce” and 
inserting “by ballot”. Lost. 

Mr. Bourland moved its reference to the committee on Pri- 

vileges and Elections. Lost. 

Mr. Gray moved the previous question. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill was referred to a select 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Brown, Rose, Gillett, Bour- 
land, and Clark. 

A bill to be entitled, an act to create thé County of Lime- 
stone, was read a second time, and on motion referred to the 
committee on County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled, an act to establish the County of Tyler. 

Read a second time—and: ` 

Ən motion, referrèd to the committee on County Boun- 
daries. 

Mr, Dupree moved to adjourn until half a two o'clock 
P. uw. Lost. ‘ 
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A bill to be entitled an act to create the County of Lavaca. ` 

Read a second time—and ~ 

On motion, referréd to the committee on County Boundaries. 

A billto be entitled an act to create the County of— 
read a second time, and 

On motion referred to the committee on County pou 
daries. 
- A bill to be entitled an act to AR the County of ; 
and to divide Bowie County —read a second time, and 

On motion referred to the committee on Connty Boundaries: 

A billto be entitled, an act to re-organizethe County of 
San Patrieio and for other purposes—read a second time. 

Mr. Cooke moved the Engrossment of said bill. Lost. 

Mr. Bourland moved its reference to the J ae Com- 
mittee. Carried. % 

A bill to be entitled, an act providing a new mode of estab» 
lishing county seats—read a second time. 

Mr. Gilliam moved to amenid the bill by striking out “five” 
and inserting “three.” Lost. 

-On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill was referred to the com» 
mittee on Gounty Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr, Tonke, the House. adjourned until 
three o’clock r: 4. 


7 


+ 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 
w . 


The House met. a 

The roll was called and a querum present, 

A bill to be.entitled, an act to extend the E E TA of Jus- 
tices of the Peace, over casesof Assault and Battery—read a 
second time, and, 

On motion referred to the Judiciary committeé. 

A bill to be entitled, an act to create a new county to be call- 
ed the Coùnty of De Witt—read a second time,and 

On motion referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Stewart, Chairman of the ‘committee on Printing, te 
whom was referred a Resolution instructing them to contract. 
for certain papers, also to contract for- the contingent print- 
ing of the House, also-for the printing-of the laws and- Jour- 
nals,reported duty performedin part,1 in contracting for the print- 
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ing of the Message of the Governor;submitting propositions frem 
the printers for the publication of the Laws and Journals, and 
requesting to be discharged from the further consideration ef 
that part of their instructions; and contract alone for the cen- 
tingent printing of the House. * 

Report laid on the table. l 

Mr. Tankersly moved that the committee be instructed to 
withdraw from the hand of the Printer, the Documents aceom- 
panying the Governor’s message, for the parpose-of examining 
the same, and selecting what portions are necessary te be 
printed. Carried. 

A message was received from the Senate, through ther Se- 
eretary Mr. Bee, informing the House that they had passed a 
Resolution, requesting the committee on the- part of the House 
to act with the committee of the Senate,to contract for the Job 
Printing of this Legislature. 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, the message fromtheSenate wae 
taken up and concurred in. | 

Mr. Stewart, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an 
act to repeal in part, an aet entitledan act supplementary to 
an act authorizing the issuing of Duplicate Land Warrants &c. 

' Read a first time. ` . 

Mr. Cooke, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
authorizing persons to: dispose of property, by will—read ‘a 
first time. l 

Mr. Stewart, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act‘ 
to define the jurisdiction of Justice’s Courts in civil cases. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Brown, Chairman of the committee on Privileges and 
Elections, to whom was referred, the petition of Albert G. 
Haines, made the following report. 


` To the Hon. Wm. E. Crump, l 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


‘The committee on Privileges. and Elections, to whom was 
referred the petition of Albert G. Haines of the County of 
Washington, praying an investigation into, and contesting the 
right of Lewis G. Dupree, one of the members returned.from the 
County of Washington aforesaid, to-a seat in the House of Re- 
presentatives of the Legislature of the State of Texas, have 
instructed me to report, that from all the circumstances con- 
nected with said case, so faras yourcommittee have been a- 
ble to investigate the same, are of opinion that the said Lewis |’ 


47 


G. Dupree is one of the legal Representatives of the County 
af Washington, and entitled to retaig ‘his seat as such. 
Respectfully, 
JOHN BROWN, 
Chairman. 
Report adopted. a 
Mr. Ogden moved a reconsideration of the adoption of said: 
report—carried, and i ` i 
On motion of Mr. Tankersly, the House resolved itself into 
into a committee of the whole, on the petition of A. G. Haines. ` 


Mr. Perkins, in the Chair. 


After some time spent therein, the committee rose,. reported 
no progress, and asked leave to be discharged from. the fur-. ’ 
ther consideration of the subject. à l 

Report adopted. - . E - 

On motion of Mr.. Bourland, *the report was laid on the 
. table. a. ° 
On motion of Mr. Clark, the House: adjourned until to-mor-- 
row merning,nine o'clock. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Avstin,February 26th 1846, 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was caHed—a quorum present. í 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. McCown presented the petition of Samuel B. Dickinson, 
which was referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Rayner presented the petition of John Harrison, praying 
for relief, which was referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Rayner, also. presented. a petition from John W. Collins 
and W. W. Bush, praying for land, which was likewise refer- 
red to the committee on Publie Lands, 

Mr. Holland offered the following resolution: = __ . 

Resolved, by the House of Representatives of the State of 
Texas, That a committee of. three be appointed, to enquire and 
report at the earliest period practicable, what- amount of pa- 
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per money has been issued by the Government of the Republie 
ef Texas, and what amount of the same has been cancelled 
under the various laws for the liquidation of the Public Debt. 

. Resolution adopted. 

Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Holland, Dickson 
and W_Lie, said committee. ` i 

fr. Cooke offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, by the Legislature of the State of Texas, That the 
Senators in the Congress of the United States from the Sate of 
Texas, be, and they are hereby instructed to procure, if pessi- 
bie, the establishment of a mail route from- Washington in 
Washington county by Boonville in Brazos county, Wheelock 
and Franklin in Robertson county, Sprin efieldin Limestone, 
in Navarro county and Dallas in county, to W arren in 
Fannin county; and that the Governor furnish said Senators 

with a copy of this resolution. 

ead a first time. j 

' On motion of Mr. Bourland, the resolution was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Gillett intreduced a resolution, requiring the Senatorsin 
Congress from ihe State of Texas, to procure a mail route from 
the city of Houston, &c. 

Read a firs: time. : 

‘On motion of Mr. Clark, the resolution was laid on the ta- 
ble; pos 

Mr. Mabry ‘aieehuced th e icilewing resolution : 

Resoiced, That the Finance committee be requested to en- 
quire into ihe expediency and practicability, of the present 
Legisiature establishing a Penitentiary, and report as soon as 
practicable, by bill or otherwise. 

Resolation adopted. 

Mr. Irion introduced a resolution, instructing the committee 
on the Judiciary, to report to this House, a bill to carry cut the 
requirements of the nineteenth section of the General Provis- 
ions of the Constitution, reiative to the separate property of the 
wife.. 

Read and rejected. 

Mir. Clark offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the Land Cflice, be instruet- 
ed to enquire into the expediency of dividing, at this sessi on of 
the Legislature, the affairs or business of said office, and of es- 
tablishing tyro sabordinate offices,to be located at suitable and 
convenient points in the eastern and western pees of the 
State. ; 
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Mr. Tankersly moved to lay the resolution on the table.— 
Lost. i 

Question on the adoption of the resolution, was then taken, 
and carried, . í 

Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on Public Lands 
made the following report : l ‘ 


To the Honorable W. E. Crump, 3 
l Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the ` 
petition of Matthew Cartwright, praying for a confirmation 
of his certificate of two thirds of a league and labor of land. 
which was rejected by the Travelling Board of Land Commis. 
sioners, have had said petition under consideration, and do not 
find any thing in the character of the petitioners claim, which 
requires the action of the Legislature. Our statutes have pre- 
scribed the manner in which such certificates may be confirm- 
ed by the District Court, and the second section of the eleventh 
article of the Constitution, gives ample time to procure suck 
confirmation. The committee believe that the Legislature 
ought not to pass special acts for the relief of individuals. in 
cases where they have a plain and adequate remedy by apply- 
ing to the Courts, and therefore recommend that the petitioner 
have leave to withdraw his petition; and that said committer 
be discharged from the further consideration of the same, All 
of which is respectfully submitted. . 

Report adopted. r 

Mr. Russell, chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills 
made the “‘ollowing report: 


To the Honorable W. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Engrossed bills, have examined a bill. to 
be entitled, an act, to provide for the election of Representa- 
tives to the Congress of the United States, and find the samo 
correctly engrossed. 

Report adopted. = 

Mr. Gray introduced a bill to make provision ‘for Public Rd 
ucation. i j 

o a first time. 

Mr. Railey introduced a bill to be entitled, an a 
eounty seat of the county of Austin. a Seto fix tho | 

Read a first time. i ` 
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\ir. Gilliam offered the folowing resolution : - 

soleed, Toat the Chair appsint a committee, consisting of 
one member from each Judicial District, whese daty it a 3 
be to examine what mail rontes will be necessary to the well 
being of the geod citizens of this Siate, and report at an early 
aay, ‘by resolution or otherwise. 

On motion of 7 Mr. Bonriand, the resclution was amended, by 
adding, “a and ibai the Senate be requesied to appoint a! like 
commit * 

Resolution as amended, was adepted. 

Whereupon, the Speaker appointed Messrs. Dickson, Edwards 
oi San Augustine, Cooke, Ozden, Gray, Bourland, and Perry, 
said committee. 

Mr. Stevenson intredueed a bill. to be entitled, an act. to sug- 
press secret gaming, and te increase the revenue of the State 
by A license tax on cerinin games. 


- 


Read a first time. ¢ 
Mr, Sablett intraduced a billie be enthled, an act, requiring 


tLe collectors of revenne upon impos: duties, under the laws 
wi the Republic of Texas, to pay over the same into the Treas- 
= of the State. 
tead a first time. 
Also, a bill te imdemnily and protect the collector of cw- 
toms under the laws ef the Re epublic of Texas. 
Read a first time. 
Air. Keenan introduced a bill te be entitled, an act, ic amend 
jhe registration laws of the iate. 
Read a rst time. 

Mr. Perkins introduced a bil, to be entitled, an act, for the 
relief of John W. Little. 
Read a first time. 

iin motion, the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. i 
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2 entitled, an aci providing for the election of 
‘atives to the United tates Conress, was taken up, 

hind time; and 

in motion of Mr. Pease, laid on the table. 

ta motion of Mr. Miller, the Senate's bill (of asimilar char- 

er) was taken up, and l 


‘ead a second a 
Jir Giiiem moved te amend the caption. 
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Mr. Bourland moved the TE of the bill tothe commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. ‘Lost. 

Mr. Tankersly moved to lay the bill on the table. Tost. 

Mr. Tanker sly moved that the bill be made the order of the 
day, for eleyen o'clock to-morrow. Lost. 

Mr. Brown moved to refer the bill to the committee on the 
Judiciary, with instructions to report at peepee three o’clock, 
r. M., this day, 

Question on Mr. Tankersly’ s motion, was then taken, and, 
lost. 

Question on Mr. Brown’s motion to commit, was put and — 
carried. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill to be entitled, an act, to Prowde 
for an appropriation, for the payment of the mileage and per 
diem pay of the members of the “Legislature of the State of 
Texas. 

Read a first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended ; read a seċond time and. 
referred to the committee on Finance: ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, Mr.. Bourland was added to the 
Finante committee. 

On motion of Mr. Durham, the report of the chairman of the 
committee on Privileges and Elections , relative to the contested 
election between Messrs. Dupree and "Haines, of Washington. 
county, was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the report was referred to a select 
committee, consisting of one member from Austin county, one 
from Brazos county, one from Montgomery county, and two. 
from Washington county. 

On motion, Messrs’ Erath and Hudson, were added to the 
same committee. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, the parties were. allowed time to 
send for persons and papers. 

Mr. Tankersly introduced a bill, to be entitled, an act, to pro- 
vide for the summary recovery of real: property. Read a first 
time. 

A bill to be entitled, an act, to incorporate the Grand Lodge 
of the Independent Order of Odd, Fellows, was read a second 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, referred tothe committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill'to be entitled, an act, to create thie county of Burleson. 
Read a second time, and 

On motion, referred to the committee on County. Boundaries.. 
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À bil to be entitled, an act, for the relief of Ashbel Smith. 
Read a second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Sublett, referred to the commitice on 
Claims and Accounts. 
A DH to be entitled, an act, to suppress the burning of woods. 
Read a second time. 
Mr. Cooke moved the Eneressment. 
a Keenan ofered an amendment. i 
On motion ef Mr. Clark, the bli was referred to the commit- 
fee on th Judiciary. 
A bilh to be eni titled, an act, for the relief of G. 8. Aictntosh. 
Read a second time, and 
(in motion of Mr. Rose, referred to the committee on Claims 
and Aeegunts. 


A bill to be reer an act, fo suppress privaie banking. 


a second time, and 
Oz motion of Mr. Willems, referred tothe Judiciary com- 
= ; 


Le entitled, an act, to create the county of Navar- 
ro. Head a second Ger a 
my motien of Mr. Cocke, referred to the committee on coun- 
y Boundari 2s. i 
ae p to be entitled. an act to repeal, in part, an act, suppic- 
menia F to an act, authorizing the issuing of Duplicate Land 
ec rineate 
Pead a frst time. 
A KIH to be entitled, an aci, authorizing persons to dispoze 
cf property bv wili Read a second time. 
On motion of Mr. Cooke, referred to the Judiciary Commit- 


iee. 


e 


ALU to be entitled, an aci, to define the sum to be sucd upon 
in Justi +s’ Courts, v vas read axecond time. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, referred to the committee or the 
Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the House adiourned until thres 
o clock, r. x. 


5 
THREE GCLOCE, P.M.” 


The House met. Holl ealied—a quorum present. 
Mr. Mabry introduced a bill to be entitled, an act, ib in 
crease License Taxes 


Mr. Stewart introduced a bill, to be entitled, an act, to define 
and protect the rights of heirs of those persons, citizens of 
Texas, who died, resident therein, previous to the seventeenth 
day of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-six. 

Bill read a first time. a 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 


COMMITTEE Room, 
February 26th, 1846. 


To the Honorable Speaker of 


the House of Representatives: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill, (from the Senate,) to be entitled, an act, to provide for 
the election of Representatives,to the Congress of the United 
States, have had the same under consideration; and have in- 
structed me to report: That, in regard to the caption and pro- 
visions of said bill, they can see no constitutional objection 
to it. 3 

By the law of the United States Congress, of June twenty- 
fifth, eighteen hundred and forty-five—which is mentioned by 
Iis Excellency, the Governor, in his message—it is the duty of 
the Legislature of each State, to lay off the State into Con- ' 

` gressional Districts, and this is a provision made. in the bill, as- 
being an essential point, in providing for the election of Rep- 
resentatives. Itis deemed to be quite as necessary a part of 
the law, as those other parts, which provide the time, places, 
mode of procedure and returns, of eleetions. i 

The bill, therefore, in the opinion of the committee, does not 
tmbrace two objects. : 

On considering the third section of the bill, it appears, that, 
in some counties, there are no Chief Justices. 

Thé committee have instructed me, to propose the following 
amendment to the bill: 

_ After the words “Chief Justice,” in the fourth line, insert 
“or Sheriffs, should there be ne Chief Justices,” which ‘will ob- 
viate the difficulty. ; 

The committee, consMering that the regular elections, for 

. Representritives to Congress, will occur before the next regular 
session of the Legislature; and that. there is nə provision, itt 
our laws, for those elections to be held, have further instruct- 
ed me to propose the tollowing amendment to the bill: ` 

After the word “that,” in the eighth section of the bill, in- 
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sert, “the elections for. Representatives to Congress, after the 
first election, and until the next apportionment, shall be held 
at the same time and places, that the biennial elections for 
members of the Legislature are held; and that,” &c. 
With these amendments, the committee recommend the pas- 
sage of the bill 
[Signed] P. W. GRAY, 


Chairman. 


Report read and received, and the amendments adopted. - 

The bill was then placed on Its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, the rule of the House, which re- 
quires bills to be read on three several days, was suspended. 

The bil was then read a third time. 

The veas and nays were cailed, on the final passage of the 
bill, and stood as follows: 

Feas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Brown, 
Chariton, Cocke, Crconican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, 
Edw<rds of Nacogdoches, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, 
Holland, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, MeClarty, McCulloch, 
MeNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, 
Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Sadler, 
Savage, Stevenson, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Truitt and Willie. 
— 49. ; 

Vays. Messrs. Bourland, Burroughs, Clark, Gillett, Me- 
Cown, McFarland, Russell, Ryburn, Smith of Rusk, White and 
Wiiliams.—11. 

So the bill was passed. 

Oa motion of Mr. Brown, Mr. Gray was added tothe select 
committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be entitled, an act, 
to change the mode of holding elections. j 

On motion of Mr. Edwards of Naeogdoches, Mr. Brown was 
added to the committee onthe Land Office. 

Mr. Gooch, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled, an act, 
to repeal an act, creating a board of Medical Censors. 

Bill read a first time. * 

Mr. Burroughs, offered the following resolution: 

solved, That so much of the Governor’s message as relates 
to taxation, be referred to the committee on Finance; and that. 
portion which relates tothe appointment of Assessors and 
Collectors, be referred to the committee. on the J udiciary.— 
That part, which relatesto the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, be referred to the committee on Finance; that part, 
which relates to Public Schools, be referred to the committee 


55 


on Education. That part, which relates to the civil and‘penal 
laws, be referred to the committee on the Judiciary. That 
part, which relates to the erection of Court-houses and County 
Prisons, be referred to the committee on Public Buildings.— 
That part, which relates to the Militia, be referred to the com- 
mittee on the Militia; and that which relates to the report of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, to the commit- 
tee on the Land Office. 

Mr. Tankersly offered the following as an amendment to the 
resolution : 

That portion, relative to claims, be referred to the commit- 
tee on Claims and Accounts.- i 

“Amendment adopted. : e 

Mr. Branch offered the following, as an amendment to the 
resolution : 

That, which relates to the Publie Lands, be referred to the 
sommittee on Public Lands. 

Amendment adopted. ` 
e On motion of Mr. Gray, the resolution was laid upon the ta- 

e. ; 

Mr. Gray then moved, that the Speaker appoint a committee 
on State Affairs. 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the resolution was taken from the 
table, and adopted. ! 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow, three o’clock, r. m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Austiy, Friday, February 27th, 1846. 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, a quorum being present: 

The House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Stewart, by request, presented a memorial, from Sundry ` 
citizens of Montgomery county—praying to revive the Judi- 
cial county of Hamilton. 

Memorial read, and 

On motion, referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 


ea 
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Mr. Clark present ted the petition of Loring R. Henderson— 
praving to berelieved from County and State Tax. 

Petition read and, 

On motion, referred to the committee on J udiciary. 

Mr. Tankersly, Chairman of the committee on. Finance, 
made the following report: 
To the Honorable Speaker, of the : 
House of Représentatives: 


The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill en- 
titled, “An act, to provide for an appropriation, for the pay- 
ment of the per diem and mileage pay, of ihe members, of 
the ‘Legislature of the State of Texas,” have had the same un- 


. Ger consideration, and instruct me to report the following, for 


the consideration of the House, as a substitute for said bill: - 
amd, respectfully, to recommend ifs pass the original bill 
being, Lerewith, returned to the fe 

iSigned] B. EF. TANRERSLY 


Chairman. 


. 


Report, bill and substi - received, and laid upon tke table, 
to come up among t the orders of day, 

Mr. Brown ee a memorial from a portion of the citi- 
zens of Nacogdoches county—praying: for the establishment 
of a mail route, therein named 

Memoria! read. and, 

On motion, referred to the committee on Post Routes. 

Mir. Brown, also presented a petition from the citizens of 
that portion of Texas, set apart for Colonization, by C. Fenton 

slereer—praying for a quantum of Land. 

‘ Petition read, and, 

(on motion, reserrcd to the committee on County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Bour rland, Mir. Cazenau, member elect, 
from Travis county, came forw ard, presented his credentials, 
took the oath, prescribed by the Constitution, and his seat. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
Mouse of the, passage ofa bill, to be entitled, “An act, to post- 
pone the holding ofthe District Courts, in the several Judicial 
Districts,” by that-body. 

Air. Stewart offered the following Resolution: 

Resolved, Thiat———committee be requested to draft a law, 
to carry into cllect, at the earliest practicable moment, the 
29th section, of the 3d., article of the Constitution—requiring 
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an “cnumeration to be made of all the free inhabitants of the 
state of Texas’—so that the apportionment of Representa- 
tion, in the State Legislature, may be made at an early day; 
and, if possible, the number of Representatives be reduced to 
the lowest constitutional limit. l ay 

Resolution adopted, and, 

“On motion,-referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion, the vote, whieh just referred Mr. Stewart’s Reso- 
lution to the committee on the Judiciary, was reconsid- 
ered, and, , 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the Resolution was referred to 
the committee on State Affairs. l 

Mr. Sublett offered the follpwing Resolution: 

- Resolved, That the 50th rule, of the Standing Rules of the 

House cf Representatives, shall no longer be binding on the 

House; and that it shall be in order, to introduce bills at any 
time, When, by the Rules, Resolutions are in order. . 

Mr. Edwards of Nacogdoches, offered the following Reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary, be instruct- 
ed to report to this House, a bill, for the Judicial organization 
of the several counties, that now exist, or may hereafter exist: 
defining, fully,the duties of Justices, Constables and other 
officers. 
` ' Resolution read and adopted. 

Mr. Edwards, of Nacogdoches, also offered the following 
Resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee, of five members of this House, 
be appointed by the Chair, to confer with a like committee, on 

-ihe part of the Senate, on the propriety and expediency, of lay- 
ing of this State, into three several Supreme Judicial Districts. 

Resolution read and adopted. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
Edvards of San Augustine, Eddy, White and McCulloch, to 
constitute said committee. l 

On motion of Mr. Gillett, the substitute for a bill, to be en- 

‘titled, “An act, making an appropriation for the mileage, and 
_ per diem pay, of the members of the Legislature,” was taken 
up, and read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Tankersly, the bill was amended, by strik- 
ing out the words, “not otherwise,” and inserting, “appropriated 
by this act.” % 

Mr. Sublett moved, to farther amend the bill, by inserting, in 
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the first section, after the words, “members of the,” the word 
. “drst.” 

Amendment adopted 

On motion of, Mir. Bourland, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

Mr. Sadler, moved, that the Rule of the House, which re- 
quires bills to be read on three several days, be suspended. 

Motion carried. 

The bill was then read a third time, and pasi 

Mr. Gray introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to. legiti- 
mate certain children, therein named.” 

Bill readatirsttime. ' 

Mer. Smith of Rusk introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, 
to enable the County Surveyor, of Rusk County, to make a com- 
plete Map of said County. - 

Bul rea ad a first t time. 

Mr. Miller introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, pres- 
cribing the time, when laws shall go into elect.’ i i 
Bul read a first time. a i 

Mr. Stewart introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to le- 
galize the acts, of the several Boards of Land and County com- 
missioners: and for other purposes.’ : 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Burroughs introduced abill, to be entitled,“ An act,to pres- 
cribe the manner of electing District Attorneys: and fixing 
th heir term of Office, their Salaries and perquisites.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Willams introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, de- 
fining the boundaries of Goliad County.’ $ 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, Mr. Cazenau was added to the 
committees on Finance, Military Affairsand State Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, Mr. Jones was added to the com-- 
mittees on County Boundaries, State Affairs and Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Rusk, Mr. Miller was added to 
to the committee on the J Gar 

On motion of Mr. Sadler, the House adiourned, until to-neor- 
row morning, nine o’elock. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ) ~ 
CITY or Austix, , 
Saturday, February 28th, 1846. 

The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and, a quorum being present: 

The house proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted: 

Mr. Clark presented a memorial, from a portion of the citi- 
zens of Harrison and Nacogdoches counties, praying for the 
creation of a new county. 

Memorial read, and referred to the committee on County 
Boundaries. ` 

Mr. Swift presented a memorial from the citizens of —— 
county, praying for the creation of a new county. 

Memorial read and referred to the committee on County 
Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, Mr. Eddy was added to the com- 
mittee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Erath, chairman of the Select committee, to whom was 
referred the petition of Albert G. Haines, of Washington 
county, claiming the seat, now occupied by the Hon. L. G. Dus 
pree, in the House of Representatives. of the Legislature of 
_ Texas, reported, and recommended the adoption of the foliow- 
ing resolution: 


~ Commirres Room 
Feb. 27th 1846. 


Honorable, Wm. E. Crump, 
; Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The Select committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Albert G. Haines, Esq., of Washington county, claiming the 
seat, now held by Lewis G. Dupree, Esq., beg leave ‘to report: 

That they have patiently investigated the subject referred 
to them, and now lay lgfore the House the following facts, con- 
nected with the pending contest: 

Your committee did hot believe that justice could be done, 
betweengthe parties, except by entering into a thorough exam- 
ination of the tickets, polled at each precinct, in the county of 
Washington, in order to ascertain if any illegal votes have been 
east, for cither of the contending candidates. This they have 
done, with the exception of the Box at the town of Washing- 
ton, which could not be purged, for the reason that the tickets, 
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polled there, were not numbered. The committee are of opin- 
ion, that the failure, on the part of the officers of election, to 
number the tickets, at the Box, in the precinct of Washington, 
ought not to deprive the contesting candidate—Mr. Haines— 
of the benefit of all the votes polled there. 
Both of the gentlemen, claiming the seat, expressed a willing- 
_ ness before the committee to allow that Box to be received; and, 
this, coinciding with the views of the committee, they have, 
accordingly, taken the Box at Washington, into the estimate, 
(which is here presented,) ojc Totes received by the contest- 
ing candidates. 

At the precinct of Washington, it appears that, 

‘ Albert G. Haines, received 48 votes. 
Lewis G. Dupree, received 34 votes. 
At the precinct of Jacksonville, 
Albert G. Haines, received 33 votes. 
Lewis G. Dupree, received 57 votes. 
At Kerr's precinct, i 
Albert G. Haines, recĉived 19 votes. 
Lewis G: Dupree, received 11 votes. 

At the precinct of Brenham, 

Albert G. Haines, received 81 votes. 
Lewis G. Dupree, received 118 votes. 

At Independence, as it appears from the list of votes, return- 
od to the Chief Justice of Washington county, there were sixty- 
seven (67) persons, who voted; and, at the same time, there 
were, also, seventy (70) tickets, properly numbered and return- 
ed, to that officer. The commitee did not feel authorized. to 
count the tickets, numbered “68,” “69,” °70,? all of which 
were for A. G. Haines, inasmuch as there were only sixty- 
- seven (87) voters, upon the Clerk’s list. At that Box, it was 

iound that Haines received 58 votes, and Dupree received 12 
votes, . 

The aggregate of this vote, is as follows: 
Tor Albert G Haines, 284 votes. 
_For Lewis G. Dupree, 232. . 
tour committee, upon investigation, and having thoroughly 
purged the Polls, at all the Boxes, where the tickets were num- 
bered—which was the case at every Box, except thpt at the 
precinct at Washington—discover, from the testimony before 
tuem, that two illegal votes were cast for Mr. Haines, at Bren- 
ham, to wit: Enoch King and A. G. Starnes, citizens of Austin - 
county. ‘They learn further, from the proof adduced before 
‘them, that two illegal votes were cast for Mr. Haines, at Inde- 
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pendence, to wit: The votes of James Lindsey and Francis 
Thompson, citizens -of Milam county. Deducting these four 
illegal votes, will reduce the vote of Mr. Haines to 230; leav- 
ing Mr. Dupree a majority of two votes. 

Yonr committee believe it to be their duty, to inform the 
House, fully, of all the facts, in regard to the pending contest, 
referred to them, in order „that the Flouse may be apprised of 
the grounds upon which they offer the accompanying resolu- 
tion, and recommend its adoption. 

Alof which, is most respectfully submitted. 


[Signed] G. B. ERATH, 


Chairman. 


Beitresolved, bythe House of Representatives of the Legislature . 
of Teras, That the Hon. Lewis G. Dupree, the present sitting 
member, from the county of Washington, having received a 

majotity of the legal votes, cast for. Representative, is duly 
and constitutionally elected a member of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and is entitled to his seat in this House. 

Be it further resolved, That it is the opinion of this House, 
that Albert G. Haines, Esq., is entitled to the regular mileage, 
as a member of the Legis] ature, in coming from, and returning 
to, the county of Washington, for the purpose -of claiming a 
seat in this body; which should be paid out of the contingent 
-fund of this IIouse. 

Resolution read. 

On motion of Mr. Clark; the Resolution was amended, by 
striking out the second section, and 

The ‘report, and Resolution, as amended, were then adopted. 

Mr. Burroughs introduced a bill, to be entitled, an act, wo 
repeal an act, entitled, an act, to amend an act, regulating at- 

tarhments. 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. McFarland introduced a bill, to be entitled, an act, to 
prescribe the mode of summoning grand, and petit jurors. 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Gilliam introduced a bill, to be entitled, an act, exten 
ing certain privileges to J ustices of the Peace. 

‘Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the J noe made 
the following report : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was enod a 
ball, to be entitled, an act, authorizing the Governor to cede 
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and transfer, to the United States, all the property, of what de- 
scription soever, embraced in, and contemplated by, the Joint 
Resolution of both Houses of the Congress of the U nited States, 
reporied the bill back to the House, with the following amend- 
ments, and recommended its passage, ay amended. 

First amendment. Strike out all in the first section, after 
the word “Texas,” in the tenth line of said section, which re- 
lates to the Custom Houses, &c., and insert the following : 

Section 2nd. Se wt further cnacted, That the Governor be, 
and, hereby is, authorized and fully empowered, in the name of 
the State of Texas, to cede, transfer, and deliver over, to the 
United Siates, or to any agent, or agents, by them appointed, 
by such instruments in writing g, or other means, as he may 
deem proner and necessary, all the right, title, interest and 
claim, wliich the Republic of Texas had heretofore, or the State 
of Texas now has , in and to, all the Custom Houses, and other 
places for the collection of impost duties, and other foreign 
revenues, situated in the State, on such terms and conditions, as 
may be agreed upon, between himself and the Government of 
the United States: Provided, however, Fuat nothing contained 
inthis act, or in the deeds or instruments of writing, executed 
in pursuance thereof, shall be so construed, as io prevent the 
execution of any process, whatever, by the officers .of this 
State, within the’ limits of the jurisdiction, , or other places, 
hereby authorized to be ceded. 

Amendment second. Let the section of the bill, which is 
now the second, be numbered the third. 

The said committee, have-also, had under consideration, a 
bill to be entitled, an act, to suppress the burning of woods, at, 
improper seasons. 

And a bill, to be entitled, an act, to suppress private banking, 
and recommend that said bills be laid upon the table.. 

[Signed] . W. GRAY. 
Chairman. 


Which reports were read and received, and laid upon the 
table, to come up in their regular order. 

Mr. McCown introduced a bill, te. be entitled, an act, regula- 

ing attachments. 

BH read a first time. 

Mr. Stewart introduced ee to be entitled, an act, to pro- 
, Vide for the issuing of patents, to the assignees of all good and 
genuine head right land certificates, 

Bill read a first time. 
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On motion, the House then proceeded tothe 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled, an act, fixing the county seat of the 
eounty of Austin, was taken up, and 

Read a second. time. 

Mr- Railey moved that the bill be engrossed. 

Mr. Willie moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on county boundaries. 

Motion carried, and the reference made. 

A. message was received from the Senate, through their Sec- 
retary, Mr. “Bee, informing the House of the concurrence, of 
that body i ia the amendments of the Ilouse, to the bill, te be 
eatitled,an act, providing for the election of Representatives 
to the United: States Congress. 

A bill to be entitled, an act, to suppress secret gaming, and 
to increase the revenue of the State, by a license tax on cers 


_ tain games, was taken up, and | 


Read a second time. 
Mr. Gilliam moved, that the bill be indefinitely postponed. 
“Mr. Rose moved, that the bill be referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Rose then moved, that the bill be referred te the commit-. 
tee on Finance. 

Motion carried, and the referenee made. 

A bill tobe entitled, an act, requiring the.collectors of rev-. 
enue and other impost duties, under the laws of the Repub-. 
lic of Texas, to pay over the same into the Treasary of the 

state of Texas, was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

x On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the Ju-. 
iciary. 

A bill, to be entitled, an act, to indemnify and protect, the 
collectors of customs, under the laws of the Republic of Tex- 
as, was taken up, and 

Read a second time. i 
x On. motion, the bill was referred to. the committee on the Ju- 

iciary. 

A bill, to be entitled, an act, to legitimate Mary, the child ofS 
Frederick Otto and Caroline Ericksohen, was taken up, and 

Read a second time. . 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
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A bil to be entitled, an act, forthe relief of 
was taken D and 

Read second t ime. 

On motion co? Mr.Smith of Rusk, the bill was referred to the 
committee on Pablic Lands. 

A bill to be entitled, an act, to authorize the County Sarvey- 
or, of Rusk county, to make a complete map of said county, 
WAS TAKER UP, a and 

Read a second time. l i 

On motion, the bill was referred tothe committee on County 
Bound re l 

4 bil to be entitled, an act, prescribing the time, when laws 

shall go into elect, was taken up, and 2 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the bill was referred to the commit- 
a on the Judiciary. 

bil to be entitled, an act, to make provision for Public Ed- 
uca N was taken up, and 

Read d a second time. 

_ On motion of Mr. Gray, the bill was reterred to the commit- 
tes on Education- 

A bill to be entitled; an act, to legalize the acts, of the sev- 
eral boards of Land and County Commiss sioners, of the Repub- 
lic aud State of Texas, in granting conditional and uncondi- 


tional Land Certificates, to emigrants, under the laws now in 
joree; Was taken up, and - 
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hcad a second time. : ` 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on Pubtte 
F ` 
Lenás. 


A bill to be entitied, an act, prescribing the mode of electing 
District Attornevs, fixing the term of their offices, salaries and 
perquisites oi oliiee, was taken up, and 


Read a second time. - “ 
Crn met a tne bil was d to ihs committee on the Ju- 
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A bill to be entitled, an act, to define the county boundaries 
of Goliad county, was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. Cazenau, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled, an 
act, to continue i in force, ‘an act, for the relief of purchasers of 


lots in the ci tv of Austin, and on the tract adjoining. 
Bill read a first time. 
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A bill to be entitled, ah act, to amend the Registration laws 


of the State, was taken up, and 


Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

A bill to be entitled, an act, for the relief of J ohn W. Little, 
was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred te the committee on Claim: 
and Accounts, 

A bill to be entitled, an act, to provide for the summary re- 
covery of real property, was. taken up, and 

Read a second timè. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. - 

Mr. Tankersly, chairman of the committee on Finance, by 
leave, made the following report: 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred the reso- 
lution, requiring the said committee, to take into consideration 
the or canization of the Treasury Department, have instructed 
me to report, to the House, the accompanying bills, and to re- 
spectfully recommend their consideration. 

Report and bills received, and laid upon the table, to come 
up in their regular order. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the report and bills were again 
taken up, and one hundred copies of each bill, was ordered to 
be printed, forthe use of the House. 

A bill, to be entitled, an act, to increase License taxes, was 
taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the bill was referred to the com- 
mitte on Finance. 

Mr. Stewart made the following motion: 

‘The name of the ‘Ton. Mr. Gilliam, in the Senatorial elece- 
tion, appears not to have been enumerated, by the Clerk, inthe 
list of those who voted for Gen. Sam Houston. 

I would move you, sir, that the Clerk have leave to correct. 
his Journals, and that this motion be entered on the Journal of 
this day. 

Mr. N oble introduced a bill, to be entitled, an act, to provide 
for the election of Assessors, and Tax Collectors. 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill, to be entitled, an act, to change 
the boundary line of Jasper county. Bill read a first time. 
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On motion of Mr. Bourland, the House.adjourned until 
onday morning, nine o’clock. 


HOUSE OF REPI tESENTATIVES, ? 
City of Austin, Monday, March 2nd 1846, 


he House met, pursuant to adjournment. 
ie roll was called—v quorum present. 
‘ne House proceeded to business. 
1e Journal of Saturday the twenty-cighth ult., was read 
and adopted. 
Mr. Keenan presented a memorial, froma portion of the 
“:izens of oome and Robertson eountics, praying for 
Sio establishment of a new county. 
Memorial read, and referred to the committee on Covnty 
Boundaries. 
Mr. Sadler presented a a memorial, from the citizens of Hous- 
tcn county— eee for the creation cf anew county. 
Memorial read, and reierred to the committee on County 
B vandaries.’ 
Mr. Edwards of San. Augustine, presented the petition of Wm. 
Vi. Holman—praving ior the refunding of 67 tertain duties. 
Petition read, and referred to the committee on Claims and 
Accounts. 
This day, being the 11th Anniversary of the Declaration of 
T exian Independence. 
= Mr. Willie moved, that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
nm ee nine o'clock. 
The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. Wil- 
128 on. and stood as follows: 
Yeas. Messrs. Adams, Branch, Bourland, Burroughs, Clark, 
. Cooke, Cronican, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Na- 
cozdoches, Erath, Gillett, Holland, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Me- 
Ciarty, AleCulloch, Mef arland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, 
~dullens, Noble Pai tillo, Pease, P erkins, Perry, Redgate, Rose, 
rinssell, Sadler, ‘Smith of Harris, Smith of R usk, Swift, Sublett, 
W Hliams and Willie—39. 


Nuys. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Charlton, Dickson, Edwards 
cf San Augu stine, Eddy, Gilliam, Gooch, McCown, Muckleroy, 
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Railey, Rayner, Savage, Stewart, Tankersly, Truitt and 
White—17. 

Motion carried, and the House adjourned, until to-morrow 
morning, nine o’clock. à 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ) 
Crry or Austin, TUESDAY, 
March, 8d., 1846. 


Tke House met, pursuant to adjournment. : 

The roll was called, and, a quorum being present: 

The House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

The Speaker announced to the House, the receipt of fur- 
ther returns of the election for Licutenant Governor, of the 
State of Texas. 

Mr. Brown moved that the returns be referred to the Joint 
committee of Investigation. 

On inotion of Mr. Durham, the Election Returns were laid, 
upon the table, until to-morrow, cleven o'clock. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, Mr. Dupree was granted leave of 
absence, for two weeks. , 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, was granted leave of absence, until monday 
Week. 

On motion of Mr. Burroughs, the House went into an elece- 
tion, for Speaker pro tem. 

Mr. Ryburn nominated Mr. Bourland. 

Mr. Ghailion nominated Mr. Brown. 

Messrs. Burroughs, Sadler and Eddy, were appointed Tel- 
lers, and, 


“Lhe Louse proceded to vote, by ballot. ‘ 
On counting out the votes, it appeared that, 
Mr. Brown had received 32 votes; and, 
Mr. Bourland bad received ~ 23 votes. 
Blank f 1 vote 


_ Mr. Brown, having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared, duly and constitutionally, elected Speaker pro. tem. 
Messrs. Tankersly, Smith of Rusk and Russell, were appvin- 
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ted, to wait upon the Speaker pro. tem, and conduct him to the 
Chair. 

Mr, Gilliam presented the petition of Jesse Halen assig- 
nee of John Schweitzer, praying for relief. 

Petition read, and, 

On motion, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Clark ‘presented the petition of Thomas Cox—praying 
for the manumission of eertain Children. 

Petition read, and, 

On’ motion, referred to the committee on the J udiciary. 

Mr. Rayner, presented the petition of Robert H. Beale: pray- 
ing for relief. 

Petition read, and, 

On motion, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Smith of Rusk, introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, 
for the relief of Sundry Citizens.” 

Bill read a first time, and, 

On motion, referred to the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, 

Mr. Rassell presented the peruan of William Blythe—pray- 
ing for relief, . : 

‘Petition read, and, 
On motion, referred to the committee on Claims and Aoo, l 

Mr. Tankersly, Chairman of the committee on Finance, 
made the following report: 


To the Speaker of the 
. House of Representatives: 


The committee on Finance, having had under consideration 
a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for is pyre Duplicate 
Land Warrants, Discharges and Head-Rights, on certain con- 
ditions” and a “Resolution, requiring said committee, to en- 
quire into the practicability of establishing a Penitentiary,” 
have instructed me to return the bill tothe Honse,and report— 
That, as the bill, upon investigation, involves legal and con- 
stitutional questions, they would recommend its “reference to. 
the committee on the Judiciary; and, that, they would, also, re- 
commend the Resolution to the committee on State Affairs, as 
being the appropriate poroniisteg to consider such Resolu- 
tions, 

They have, also, had aide consideration the “Resolution, 
requiring them. to establish the Salaries of certain Officers, and 
further instruct me to report the accompanying bill, to be eniti: 
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tled, “An act, regulating the Salaries of Judicial and Executive 
Officers;” and submit the same to the consideration of the 
House. ` 


[Signed] B. F. TANKERSLY 


Chairman. 


Report and bill received, and laid upon the table, to come 
up in their regular order. 
Mr. Russell, Chairman ofthe committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: l 
The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill, to 
be entitled, “An act, to provide an appropriation, for the pay- 
ment of the mileage and per diem pay, of the members of the 
Legislature of the State of Texas,’ and find the same correct- 
. ly engrossed. 

Report read, and accepted. E 

Mr. White introduced a “Jomt Resolution, for amending the 
Constitution.” i 

Joint Resolution read a first time. 

Mr. Burroughs introduced æ bill, to be entitled, “An act; to 
carry into effect, the 22d. section of the 7th article, of the 
Constitution of the State of Texas.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Tankersly, introduced‘a bill, tobe entitled, “An act, re- 
gulating the proceedings, against persons accountable for Pub- 
lic Moneys.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Tankersly also introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act‘ 
defining the duties of Attorney Generals;” which was, 

‘Read a first time. " 

Mr. Edwards of San Augustine, introduced a bill, to be en- 
titled, “An act, to exclude from office, those, whd shall, here- 
after, be convicted of Treason, against this State or the United _ 
States, Bribery,Perjury, Forgery,Robbery,Larceny or Burglary. 

Bill read a first time. l 

Mr. Barry introduced a bill, to be entitled, An act, for the 
rchef of assignees of Land Certificates.” 

Bill read a first time. g 

The following report, was made by the committee on the 
Judiciary, through their Chairman, Mr. Gray: 

The committee onthe Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill, to be entitled, “An act,.to promote a methodical transfer, 
of the principal affairs of the Republic of Texas, to the pro- 
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„per authorities of the State of Texas,” have instructed me to 
report the same back to the House, with the following amend’ 
ments: 
first Amendment. Strike outthe word, “principal,” in the 
caption, and insert the word “Finance.” 

Second Amendment. Add the following, as a second section, 
to the bill: ; 

Sscriox seconp: Bz it further enacted, That this act, take 
‘effect, from and after its passage.” 

With these amendments, the committee recommend the pas- 
sage of the bill. 

Report, bill and amendments, received, and laid upon the ta- 
ble, tocome up in their regular order. 

«Mr. Gray, Chairman, of the committee -on the Judiciary, al- 
so made the following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill, to be entitled, “An act, requiring the -Collectors of Impost 
Duties, under the laws of the Republic of Texas, to pay over 
ihe same, into the Treasury of the State of Texas;” and a bill, 
to be entitled, “An act, to indemnify and protect, the Collectors . 
of Customs, under the laws of the Republic of Texas,” have in- 
structed me, to report the accompanying substitute, which em- 
bodies the subjects of both bills, and to recommend the pas- 
saze of the same. 

Report, bills and substitute, received and laid upon the ta- 
-bie, to come up in their regular order. 

Mr. Charlton introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, re-. 
quiring elections to be holden, throughout the State.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Afr, rath introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to repeal 
an act, to provide for the establishment of peace, and to regu- 
late friendly intercourse with Indians.” 

Bill read a first time. | 

Mr. Perry offered the following Resolution: 

“Resolved, by the House of Representatives, That all action, 
be postponed, for fifteen days, upon any, and all bills and peti- 
tions, introducedinto this Jouse, relative to the alteration or di- 
vision of the three counties—Colorado, Matagorda and Aus- 
tin—and that said bills lay on the table, for that length of time, 
inorder that further petitions may be received, from said 

Counties.” . l 

Resolution read, and, 

n motion, referred tothe committee on County Boundaries. 


+ 
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On motion of Mr. Mabry, the House proceeded to the - 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled, “An act, to postpone the folii of the 
District Courts, in the several Judicial Districts,” was taken 
up, and i 

Read a first time. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to repeal an act, creating a 
Board of Medical Censors,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Tankersly, the bill was referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. f 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, extending certain privileges 
to Justices of the Peace, ” Was taken up, and - 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, prescribing the mode of sum- 
moning Grand and Petit J urors,” was taken up, and 

‘Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to repeal an act, entitled, An 
act, regulating Attachments” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill, tobe entitled, “An act, to change the Boundary . line 
of Jasper County,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on Coun- 
ty Boundaries, with a request, that said committee do not re- 
port thercor, within fifteen days. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, regulating Attachments,” was 
taken up, and- 

Read asecond time. | 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary, ~ 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for i issuing Patents, 
to the assignees of all, good and genuine Head-Right, Land 


‘ Certificates,” was taken 1 up, and 


Read a seeond time. 
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On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An get,to provide for the election of 
Assessors and Tax Collectors,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was laid on the table. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to define and protect, the 
rights of Heirs of those persons—citizens of Texas—who died, 
resident therein, previous to the 17th day ef March, 1836,” 
was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred tothe committee on Public 
Lands. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to continue in force, An act, 
tor the relief of purchasers of Lots, in the City of Austin and 
tract adjoining,” was taken up, and " 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on Fi- 
vance. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, authorizing the Governor, to 
cede and transfer, all of the property, of what description so- 
ever, to the United States—embraced in, and contemplated by, 
the Joint Resolution, of both Houses of the Congress of the 
United States,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion; the rule of the House, which requires bills to be 
read, on three several days, was suspended, and the bill was 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, defining the duties of Trea- 
surer,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 
ea Branch offered the following, as an amendment to the 

l À 

Strike out all, after the word “office,” in the third line of the 
second section of the bill. 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Branch then moved to further amend the bill, by striking 
out the entire third section. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of the pro- 
posed amendment, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. “Branch, Burroughs, Cazenau, Clark, Cooke, 
Dickson, Durham, Echols, "Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, 
«Gillett, Holland, Keenan, "McClarty, McCown, McCulloch, Me- 
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Farland, McNeill, Miller Milican, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, 
Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, 
Sadler, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Swift, Truitt, 
and White: 38. : 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Charlton, Croniean, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Gray, Gilliam, Irion, Jones, Mabry, 
` Muckleroy, Redgate, Stewart, Tankersly, Williams and Wib- 
lie: 17. 

So the Amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Miller moved to amend the bill, by filling the blank, is 
the 6th, section, with the “last day of September.” 

Amendment rejected. ge 

Mr. Gray moved, that the House resolve itselfinto a com- 
mittee of the whole, to act on the bill now pending.” 


On motion of Mr. Durham, the IIouse adjourned until three 
o'clock. P. a." : 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, purswant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and, a quorum being present: 
The house proceeded to business. 

Mr. Tankersly, by leave, made the following report: 


To the Honorable Speaker, of the 
House of Representatives: 


The undersigned, Chairmanof the committee on Finance, 
deeming his abilities wholy inadequate to the discharge of the 
business and duties of said committee, respectfully asks, that 
he may be withdrawn from the same, and some other mem- 
ber of the committee, or House, be substituted in his place. 

The undersigned believes, that there are seyeral members, 
of the committee and House, whose business habits, and atten- 
tion to the Financial matters of the State, eminently qualify 
them to discharge the duties of said committee, with satisfac- 
tion to the House, benefit to the State and credit to themselves: 
Therefore with a view to facilitating the business of the’ House 
and the interests of the State, this report, is with deference 
and respect, submitted to the consideration and action of the 
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House; as his services can, no longer, be of any avail as Chair ° 
man of said committee, to this House or State. 
[Signed] B. F. TANKERSLY. 


On motion the report, was laid upon the table, until to- 
morrow. 

The bill, under consideration of the House, at its adjourn- 
ment, was again taken up. 

Mr. Branch offered the following, as a substitute for the Sth 
section of the bill: 

“The Treasurer shall exhibit, to the Governor, on the first 
day of November, of each year, and at such other times as the 
Governor may require, an exact statement ofthe condition and 
situation of the Treasury; and of the balance of money, re- 
maining therein to the credit of the State, witha summary of 
the receipts and payments of the Treasury, during the preced- 
ing year, or such other period of time, as may be ° specially r8- 
quired.” 

The yeas and nays were called, on i adoption ofthe sub- 
stitute, and stood as follows; 

Yeas. Messrs: Adams, Barry, Cazenau, Clark, Dickson, 
Durham, Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gil 
lett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, Jo ones, Keenan, McCown, 
McCulloch, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullins, No- 
ble, Pattillo, I Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rose, Russell, Ry burn, 
Sadler, savage. Stewart, Swift, Sublett, Truitt and White: 40. 

Nays. Messrs. Bourland, Burroughs, Charlton, Cronican, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Mabry, NicClarty, McFarland, Rai- 
ley, Rayner, Smith of Llouston, Smith of Rusk, W illiams and 
Willie: 14. 

So the substitute was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Milican, the vote of the House, which a- 
dopted the substitute for the ninth section of the bill under con- 


- sideration, was reconsidered. 


Mr. Gray offered the following, as an amendment to the sub- 
gtitute: 

“Strike out all, after the words,” first day of November.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Question: Shall the substitute, as offer ed by Mr. Branch, 
for the ninth section of the bill now under consideration of 
this House, be adopted? 

The yeas and nays were again called, on the adoption of 
the substitute, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Adams, Barry, Branch, Clark, Dickson, Dur- 
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ham, Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gil- 
Jett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, Jones, Keenan, McCown, 
McCulloch, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, 
Pease, Perkins, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, 
Swift, Sublett, Truitt and White; 37. 

Na Ys. Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Burroughs, Cazenau, 
Charlton, Cronican, Edwards -of Nacogdoches, Gray, Mabry, 
McClarty, McFarland, Muckleroy, Railey, Rayner, Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Rusk, Tankersly, Williams and Willie: 19. 

So the substitute was again adopted. > 

Mr. Stewart offered the following, as an amendment to ‘the 
substitute for the ninth seetion‘of the bill: 

“And shall submit all of his Books, Accounts and Vouchers, 
and other official documents, in his office, to such committee as. 
may be appointed, by the Legislature, to examine the same.” 

Amendment ‘adopted. 

Mr. Rose, moved to strike out the 12th., 13th, 14th., and 
15th., sections of the bill. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Gray moved, to amend the third section of the bill as 
follows: 

“That, after such successor shall have been qualified, and 
upon there ‘being filed, in the office of the Secretary of State, a 
certificate, signed by the Joint Committee of the Legisiature, 
hereinafter provided for, ora majority of them, that they have 
examined the accounts ofthe Treasurer, for the term of his 
service—that such accounts are fairly and honestly, setiledand 
halanced; and thatthe balance, belonging to the State, if any 
there be, in Moneys, Securities.or other effects, are actually i in 
the Treasury, or have been handed-over to his suecessor—then 
the bond aforesaid, given by such Treasurer, and his sureties, 
shall be subject to imitation; and suit, if found to be expedient, 
should be commenced, thereon, within four years, after the fi- 
ling of the Gertifieate aforesaid, and not thereafter.” 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of the a- 
mendment, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Cazenau, 
Charlton, Cronican, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Erath, 
Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Irion, Jones, Keenan, ‘Mabry, 
McFarland, McNeill, Muckleroy, Mullens, Perkins, Perry, Rai- 
ley, Rayner, Russell, Savage, Smith of Harris, Tankersly, 
Truitt, Williams and Willie—33. 

Nays. Messrs. Branch, Burroughs, Clark, Dickson, Durham, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Holland, McClarty, McCown, 
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McCulloch, Miller, Milican, Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Rose, Sad- 
ler, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Swift and White—22. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Durham offered the following, as an amendment, to the 
amendment just adopted: ` 

Strike out the word “four,” before “years,” and insert 
“ten.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Burroughs moved, to amend the amendment, Just adopt- 
ed, as follows: 

Strike out the word “ four,” ‘before “ years,” and insert 
“twenty.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Dickson moved, to amend the bill as follows: 

Strike out of the fifth line, in the first section of the bill, the 
` words “seventy-five,” and insert “one hundred.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Pease offered the following, as an amendment, to come 
in at the end of the last section of the bill. 

“The Treasurer shall, upon the application -of any one, or 
more, of his securities, ‘made to the Governor in writing, be 
required to give a new bond, within thirty days, after such ap- 
plication ; and, upon- the failure of the Treasurer, to give such 
new bond, when required by the Governor, he shall vacate his 
office; and, upon such new bond being approved, by the Goy- 
ernor, ‘the securities, upon the first bond, shall be discharged 
from all liabilities, for the future conduct of such Treasurer. 

Amendment rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the word “September, ” was 
stricken out of the second line, of the twelfth section of the 
bill, and the “first of October, ” inserted in the eighth line,. of 
the thirteenth section. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the following section was ad- 
ded to the bill, to come in atthe end of the last section; 

Section SEVENTEENTH. Be it further enacted, That this act, 
shall take effect and be in force, from and after the twentieth 
of March, instant.” | 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the word “iron,” before “chest,” 
was Inserted. | 

Mr. Mabry moved, that the bill be committed to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

fdoztion lost. 


Mr. Stewart offered the following, as an additional section 
to the bill: 


17 

“The Treasurer shall keep his office at the Seat of Govern- 
ment. He shall have free access to books, accounts, and pa- 
pers, in the Comptroller’s Office; and the like access to all the 
other Offices of the State, for the inspection of all sueh books, 
accounts and papers, as are connected with his office, or con- 
cern the duties thereof.” , - 

Amendment rejected. : 

Mr. Erath moved, that the bill be engrossed, | 

On motionof Mr. Russell, the bill was laid upon the tables 
until to-morrow. ` 
` À message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following- bills, by that body: 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, creating the County of Leon;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create the County of Dal- 
las;” and ; 

A bill, to be entitled, “An aet, to create the County.of Gray- 
gon.” 

On motion, of Mr. McCown, the House adjourned, until 
to-morrow morning nine o’clock. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Crry or Austix, Wednesday, 
March 4th 1846, 
The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called; and a quorum being present, 
_ The House proceeded to business. : 

The Journal of the preceding day, was read and adopted. 

Mr. Rayner, from the committee on Claims and Accounts, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Garret Fitzgerald Jr., praying for land, 
have instructed’me to report the same back to the House, and 
to recommend its reference to the committee on Public Lands. 

Report adopted. | 

Mr. Stewart, chairman of the committee- on Printing, in con- - 
junction with a like committee, on the part of the Senate, 
made the following report—: ` 

The committee on Printing, have contracted with J. Miner, 
Agent of John G. Chalmers, Printer of the “New Era,” in this 
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City, for the “Job Printing” ofthe Legislature, at this session. 
They have, also, contracted for the printing of all the Pamphlet 
‘work, which may be required, at one-fourth cent per page. 

Under this contract, they have contracted for the printing 
of 1600 copies of the Governor’s Message, and Accompanying 
Documentsr 

Report read and received, and, 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, laid upon the table. 

- Mr Russell, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill, to 
be entitled, “An act, to legitimate a certain child, named Mary, 
the daughter of Frederick Otto and Caroline Gerichschen,” and 
find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report read and accepted. 

Mr. Tankersly, from the committee on Finance, made the 
following report: 

<b 
To the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives: * 


The committee on Finance, having had under consideration 
the petition of James Slayman, instruct me to return the 
zame to the House; and to recommend that it be laid upon the 
table—as the petitioner is praying that exclusive privileges be 
granted to him, which the constitution forbids; and, as the com- 
mittee have no disposition to recommend a violation of said 
instrument, they respecifully submit this report to the consid- 
eration of the House. 


[Signed] B. F. TANKERSLY, 
Chairman., 

Report read and adopted. 

Mr. Ryburn offered the following resolution— 

“ Resolved, by the House of Representatiaes of the State of Tex- 
as, That the Commissioner of the General Land Office, be re- 
quired to report to this House, to what counties, the School 
Lands, located in Fannin County, belong; and by what author- 
ity, such lands were located and surveyed, in said‘county.” 

On motion, the resolution was laid upon the table for one day. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the bill, to be entitled, “An act, 
defining the duties of State Treasurer,” was again taken up. 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, the vote, taken on yesterday, 
adopting the substitute for the third section of the bill under 
gonsideration, was reconsidered. 


. 
r¢ 


19 ` 


$r. Tankersly offered the following, asan amendment to 
the substitute. 

Strike out the word “four,” and insert “eight.” 
Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Tankersly then moved, that the substitute, as amended, 


be adopted. * 


The yeas and nays were ealled, on the adoption of the sub- 
stitute, and stood as follasws: 

Teas." Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Cazenan, 
Charlton, Čr onican, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Eddy, Erath, 
Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, “Trion, J ones, Keenan, 
Mabry, MeFarland, Mi uckleroy, Mullens, Ogden, Perkins, Perry, 

tayner, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Savage, tewart, Smith of 
¥larris, ‘Smith of "Rusk, Tankersly, Truitt, Williams and Willie. 
—87, 

Nays. Messrs. Branch, Burroughs, Clark, Dickson, Dur- 
ham, Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, McClarty, McCown, 
McCulloch, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Noble, Pattillo, Pease, 

lose, Sadler, Swift, Sublett and White—21. 

Substitute adopted. 

Mr. Bourland offered the following, as amendments to the 
bill. 

First. In the second line of the ninth section, after the word 
“first,” strike out the words “day of November,” and insert 
‘Monday of December.” 

Seconp. In section first beginning i in the seventh line, after 
the word “first,” strike out “day of,’ and, in the eighth line, 
strike ont “N ‘ovember, ” ‘and insert “Monday of December.” 

Amendments adopted, 

Mr. Bourland then offered the following, as a substitute for 
the last section of the bill. 

“ Be it further enacted, That this act take effect, and be in 
force, from and after its passage,” 

Substitute adopted. 

Mr. Stewart offered the following, as a substitute for the 
fou th section of the bill. 

“Tt shall be the duty of the Treasurer, to receive, upon the 
deposited warrants of the Gomptroller, and safely keep, pay 
over and deliver, inthe manner prescribed in this act, all mo- | 
neys, securities and other effects, which shall, from time to time, 
be paid, or received, injo the Treasury of the State. -He shall, 
also, safely keep all ee papers, Records and files belonging 
or pertaining to his office 

For all moneys, sureties or other effects, received into the 
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Treasury, he shall execute receipts, in duplicate; one of which 
shall be, by him, filed-with the Comptroller, and one given to 
the person depositing such moneys or effects. o 
_ He shall pay over and deliver, to his suçcessor in office, all 
` moneys, securities, effects and other things, remaining if his 
hands; and all books, papers, Records and files, belonging to . 
his office.” mo, 
Substitute rejected. T 
. Mr. Gilliam offered the following, as an amendment to the 
first section of the bill: 
“And such bond, shall not become void, on its first or second 
recovery.” i 
Mr. Branch proposed to amend, Mr. Gilliam’s amendment, to 
the first section of the bill, as follows: 
“Which bond, shall not be void on the first recovery; but 
may besued on, from time to time.” 
-Amendment adopted. 
Mr. Tankersly moved the previous question. 
Mr. Burroughs moved to lay the bill upon the table. 
Motion lost. 
Mr. McNeill moved, that the bill be referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 
Mr.-Burroughs moved, that the House adjourn, until three 
o'clock P. m. . 
_ The yeas apd nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. Bur- 
‘roughs’ motion, and stood as follows: ; 
Yeas. Messrs. Burroughs, Durham, Echols, Eddy, McClarty, 
Rayner, Rose, and Smith of Rusk—8. 
Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, * 
Cazenau, Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Edwards of 
‘Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Erath, Gray, Gillett, 
Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, Keenan, McCown, McCulloch, 
McFarland, Miller, Milican,Muckleroy, Mullens, Ogden, Pattillo, 
Pease, Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Sav- 
age, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Tru- 
itt, White, Williams and WillieE—47. l 
So the motion, to adjourn, was lost. 
_ Question: Shall the sense of the House, on the main ques- 
tion, now be taken? 
- The yeas and nays were called, on the motion of Mr. T'an- 
kersly, for the previous question, and stood.as follows: 
Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Bourland, Charlton, Croni- 
can, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, 
Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Mabry, McFarland M". ` 
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Muckleroy, Muilens, Pattillo, Perry, Redgate. Ryburn, Sadler, 
Savage, Smith of Harris, Tankersly, Truitt and Williams—28. 

Nays. Messrs. Branch, Burroughs, Cazenau, Clark, Dickson, 
Durham, Echols, Eddy, Holland, Irion, Jones, Keenan, McClar- 
ty, McCown, McCulloch, McNeill, Milican, Noble, Ogden, 
Pease, Perkins, Rayner, Rose, Russell, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, 
Swift, Sublett, White and Willie: 30. 

So the motion, for the previous question, was lost. , - 

Mr. Rose moyed to amend the caption of the bill, as fol- 
lows: À 

Insert, after the word “Treasurer,” .and the committee of 
the Legislature, hereinafter provided for.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Branch offered the following, as an amendment,to come | 
in as the 17th section of the bill: 

“When a majority of the securities, upon the Treasurer’s 
bond, shall wish to be released from liability for the future 
conduct of the Treasurer;or when any one, or more, of the 
securities, upon such bond, shall die, or shall become insolvent, 
it shall be the duty of such Treasurer, whenever required by 
the Governor, to giye a new bond; and if the Treasurer shall ` 
fail to give such new bond, within twenty days, after.being no- 
- tified so to do, by the Governor, his office shall be considered 

as vacant. 

“Whenever such new. bond shall have been given, and ap- 
proved by the Governor, the securities, on the first bond, shall 
be released from all liability, for the future conduct of sucli 
Treasurer. . 

The Chair decided the proposed amendment out of order; the 
same, in substance, having before been offered and rejected. 

Mr. Branch appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

The sense of the House was then taken, in relation to the 

decision just made by the Chair, and Mr. Branch’s amendment 
was decided to be in order. 

Mr. Miller moved, that the House adjourn; until three o’clack 
rp. M. Motion lost. . l 

Mr. Sublett proposed.to amend the amendment, offered by . 
Mr: Branch, by striking out the words “any one, or more,” and 
inserting, “a majority.” 

Amendment adopted. - DER na 

- Question: Shall the amendment, proposed by Mr. Branch 
as amended by Mr. Sublett, be adopted. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of the 
_ amendment, and stood as follows: j 
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Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Branch, Ecurland, Cron- 
ican, Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, Erath, Gillett, Gil- 
iam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, Mabry, MeCulloch, Miller, Muckl- 
Voy, Mullens, Noble, Ogden, Pease, Perkins, “Rayner, "Russell, 
Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sub- 
lett, Tankersly, ‘Truitt and White—34. 

Nays. Messrs. Adams, Burroughs, Clark, Diekson, Durham, 

Edwards of Nacogdoches, Gray, Jones, K eenan, Me-Clarty, 
MoCown, McFarland, McNeill, Milican, Pattillo, Perry, Red- 
gate, Rose, Smith of Harris, Williams and Willic—21 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Sublett moved, that the bill be engrossed. 

Mr. Burroughs moved, that the House adjourn, until three 
o'clock r. m. 

Mr. Durham, moved, that the bil be referred to the com- 
mitte on Finance. 

Mr, Tankersly, moved, that the bił be indefinitely post- 
pone 

ra Sublett renewed the motien, for tke engrossment of the 
bill 

Mr. Burroughs moved, that the bill be laid upon the table. 

Mr. Durham moved, ‘that the House adjourn, until three 
o'clock r. m. 

Mr. Sublett moved the previous question. 

Mr. Burroughs moved, that the bill þe laid upon the tabie, 
until three o’clock. 

Mr. Gray moved, that the Clerk be instructed; to copy the 
bill and amendments. 

Mr. Branch moved, that the sense of the House now be ta- 
ken, on the engrossment of the bilk 

On motion, a call of the House was made. 

Mr. Irion moved, that a further call be suspended., 

Motion carried. 

Question: Shall the bill, now ander eonsideration of the 
House, be engrossed? i 

The yeas ¢ and nays were called,on the engrossment of the 
bill, and stood as follows;. 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Bran ch, Bourland, Charlton, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gillett, Gilliam, ` 
Gooch, Holland, Mabry, MeCulloch, Miller, Muckleroy, Mul- 
jens, Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Rayner, Russell, Sadler, 
Savage, Swift, Sublett and ‘Williams—28. 

Mays. Messrs. Adams, Burroughs, Cazenau, Clark, Cooke 
Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Edwards ofNacogdoches, , 
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Gray, Hudson, lrion, Jones, Keenan, McCown, McClarty; Mè- 


Farland, McNeill, Milican, Noble,. Perry, Redgate, Rose, ‘R¥- 
burn, Stewart, Smith of’ Harris;, Smith ef Rusk, “Tankersly, 


White and Willie—31 


So the House refused'to-engross tHe-bill! + 

Mr. McClarty moved! that the vote of the-Hiouse; just taken, 
on the engrossment of the bill, be reconsidered: 

Motion carried , 

On motion of Mr:. Pease, the House adjourned: until three 
o'clock. P. M. . et 


6 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. MK. 


The Mouse met, pursuant to adjournment.. 
The roll was called, and, a quorum being present:. 
‘The house proceeded to business.. 


On motion of Mr. Mabry, the-vete of the House, taken this 
morning, on the amendment offered by Mr. Branch, was re- 
considered. ; 

On motion of Mr. Gillett, the bill was then referred to a 
Select Committee. : 

` The Chair appointed Messrs. Gillett; Gray, Burroughs, Clark, 
Bourland, Rose-and Sublett, to constitute said” committee. 

A bill, to be entitled,“An,act, defining the duties ef Comp- 
troller of Public Accounts,” was taken up, and i 

Read a first time. 

On motionof Mr. Cazenau, the rule of the House, which 
fe bills to,be read’on three several days, was suspex- 
ed, , 
The bill was then read a second time, by its caption, and, 
_ Oh motion of Mr. Gray, referred to the Select Committee, 
just appointed, to act upon the bill, to be entitled, “An act, de- 
fining the duties of Treasurer of the State; with, instructions, 
that they make such amendments thereunto, as may be neces- - 
sary to produce a Conformity, between the provisions of the 
tao bills. a 

À bill, to be entitled, “An act regulating the proceedings, a- 
gainst persons, accountable for Publio Moneys? was taken 
up, and a j 

Read a second time. 


Bå 
~ On motion, the bill was referred to the Selvet Committee, 
just appointed. 

Mr. Ogden, by leave, E E a bill, to be entitled, “An 
act, to create the County of Comal.” 
Mr. Ogden also introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to 
establish-the County Seat, of the County of Comal.” 
‘Bill read a first time. 
On motion of Mr. Cazenau, the. House then mecca 
to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A ‘bill, to be entitled, “An act, regulating and defining the 
Salaries, of Executive and Judicial Officers, of the State of 
Texas,” was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

A bill, (from the Senate,) to be entitled, “An act, to postpone 
the holding i in the District Courts, of the several J udicial Dis- 
tricts,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, defining the duties, of the 
Attorney General, of the State of Texas,” was taken BP» and 

‘ Read asecond time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to excltide from Office, those 
who shall, hereafter, be convicted of Tr eason, against this 
State or against the United States, Bribery, Perjury, Forgery, 
Robbery; Larceny, or Burglary,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be enavessed: 

A bill, to be entitled, “an actto carry into effect the 22d. sec- 
tion, of the Yth article of the Constitution of the State of 
Texas,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary, 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to repeal an act, to provide for 
the friendly i intercourse with Indians,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. 

A bill, to be entitled; “An act, defining the Duties of District 
Attorneys” was taken up, and 

Read a second time, i 
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On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciar 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, requiring elections to be hol- 
den thr oughout the State,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the Ju-. 
diciary. ` . 

A “Joint Resolution, for amending, the Constitution,” was 
akon up, and l 

Read a second time. : 

On motion of Mr. Gillett, the bill was laid upon the table. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, for the relief of the Assignees ` 
of Land Certificates,” was taken ups and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on Public 
Lands, - . 
Mr. Durham, by leave; introduced ; a bill, to be entitled, “An 
act, to provide for the loss of Duplicate Land Warrants.” 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion, of Mr. ‘McClarty, the House adjourned, until 
to-morrow morning nine o’clock. 
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“HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, '? 
CITY or ÅUSTIN, 
Thursday, March 5th, 1846. 

The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and, a quorum being present ; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day, was read and adopted. 

Mr. Irion presented the petition of John Gray, Attorney,in 
fact, for Isaac Guyman, praying for land. 

Ou motion, the petition was referr ed to the committee on 
Public Lands, 

Mr. McClarty presented the petition of Archibald Rell, pray- 
ing for the privilege of peddling, i in certain counties, without 
License. 

On motion, the petition was referred to the committee on 
Finance, 
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„Mr, Irion, Chairman of the committee on County Boundariee, 
made the following report: 


Committee Room 
March 5th 1846. 


To the Honorable, John Brown, 
Speaker protem. of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was referred 

the sundry petitions and bills, asking for the creation and es- 

_tablishment of new counties, have had the following bills un- 

der consideration, and beg leave to report, and to recommend 

their passage by the House: 

bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create a new county, out of 

part of the counties of Gonzales, Vietoria md Goliad, to be 
called the county of De Witt.” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create a new county, out of 
part of the counties of Gonzales and Bexar, to be called, the 
county of Guadalupe.” 

A, bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create and organize, the 
county of Panola,” and 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to organize the county of An- 
derson.” 

' The committee have, also, had under consideration a bill, to 
be entitled, “An act, to establish the county of Tyler,” and, 
after due investigation, beg leave to introduce a substitute for 
‘said bill—defining more clearly the boundaries of said county 
—to be entitled, “An act, to create and organize the county of 
aes ” and recommend the passage of the snbstitute for said 

ul 

The committee have, also, considered a bill, to be entitled, 
“An act, to establish the county of Burleson,” and have made 
amendments, which are thereto appended, and recommend the 
passage of the bill, as amended. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, providing the mode of estab- 
lishing county seats, for new counties,” has also been under 
consideration ; and the committee, believing the provisions son- 
tained in sed bill to be arbitrary, and that they would prove 

_ detrimental te the interest, the good, and the convenience, of 
the citizens of many eounties, have instructed me to report the 
same back to the House, and to recommend its rejection. 

All of which, is most respectfully submitted. ` 

{Signed 7 VAN IRION, 
Chairman. 


- 
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- Report and bills received and laid upon the table, to come up 
in their regular order. 

The substitute for a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to organize 
the county of Tyler, was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to eee the county of An- 
derson,” was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

A bill, to-be entitled, “An act, to create and aieanize the 
county of Panola,” was taken up, arid 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Perkins intreduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to define 
the boundaries of the county of Brazoria.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Mullens introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, for the 
relief of James Morrow.” `’ 

Bill read a first, time. 

Mr.. Rayner introduced a bit, to -be entitled, “An act, to 
change the boundary line of Fort Bend county.” 

Billread a first time. 

The Select committee, to whom was referred the bill, to be 
entitled, “An act, defining the duties of State Treasurer,” re- 
ported, thr ough their chairman, Mr. Gillett, a substitute for the 
original bill, and recommended the passage of the same. 

Report, bill and sebstitute received, and laid upon the-table, 
to'come up in their reguiar order. ` 

Mr. Gooch introduced a bill, to he « entitled, “An act, to faise 
a public revenue, by direct taxation.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Russell introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An acf, pre- 
scribing the mede of organizing ‘the House of Representatives. 

Billread a first time. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a hill, to be entitled, “An act, to de- 
fine the boundary | of Fannin county.” 

-Mr. Edwards of Nacogdoches introduced a bill, to he enti 
tled, “An act, to incorporate the Angelina Nay igation cone 
pany.& 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill, to be entitled, “An act, 
defining the duties of State Treasurer,” and the substitute, of 
‘~ fer A by y the Select committee, for said bill; were taken up, 
an 

The substitute was read and adopted, 
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On motion of Mr, Durham, the bill was ordered to be En- 
grossed. ` 

Mr. Holland introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to le- 
galize the marriage of Samuel M. Parry, with Elizabeth Neise; 
and legitimating certain children, therein named, the issue ‘of 
said marriage.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Holland also introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, 
to secure to Elieabeth Parry, all property, which she had, atthe . 
time of marriage,” 

Which was read a first time. 

„Mr. Rybarn introduced a bill,.to be entitled, “An act, to 
make an appropriation fora certain company of Rangers, . 
raised by Lieutenant John McGarrah, and retained on the front- 
ier of Fannin county, by order of the President of the Repub- 
lic of Texas.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Tankersly offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That, by and with the consent of the Senate, the . 
two Houses of the Legislature, of the State of Texas, will 
stand adjourned, sine die, on the first day of April next; and 
that this act, take effect, from and after its passage.” _ 

Resolution laid upon the table, one day. 

Mr. Muckleroy, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs, be instructed 
to enquire into the expediency of establishing a standard of 
weights and measures, for the State, and report thereon, by 
bill or otherwise. 

- Resolution adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Cazenau, Mr. Redgate was added to the 
committee on Claims and Accounts, and on State Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, Mr. Gilliam was added to the - 
committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. McCulloch, Mr. Jones was added to the 
committee on the Militia, and on County Boundaries. 

` On motion of Mr. Smith, Mr. Echols was added to the com- 
mitteefon the Militia. 

On motion of Mr. Tankersly, Mr. Perry was added to the 
committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, Mr. Stewart was added to the 
committee on Public Lands. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for the methodical 
transter, of the affairs of the Republic of Texas to the State 
of Texas,” was taken up,and Read asecond time. 
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On motion, the bill was passed to a-third reading. ` 

Mr. Erath moved that the bill be referred to a peo’ com- 
mittee. _ re 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Tankersly moved that the bill be laid npor: the table. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Gray offered the plovne as an amendment to the bill: 

After the word “authorized,” insert the words, “asthe agents 
of the State of Texas.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Branch then moved, that the pill be laid upon the table, 
until Monday week. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. 
Branch’s motion, and stood as follows: ; 

Yeas. Messrs. Barry, Branch, Charlton, Gilliam, Miller, 
- Pease and Tankersly—7. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Bourland, Bur E Caz- 
enau, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Edwards of 
Nacogdoches, Edwards of dan ' Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, 
Gillett, Gooch, Holland, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, MoClarty, 
McCown, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Milican, Muekle- 
roy, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, 
Rose, Russell, .Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Truitt, White., i 
Williams and Willie—52. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Erath introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to pro- 
vide for closing the business of the War Department. ” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled bills, 
made the following report: - 

The committee on Enrolled bills, have examined, “An act, 
to provide for the election ef Representatives, to the Congress 
of the United States,’ and find the same correctly Enrolled : 
and, having been signed by the Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and the President of the Senate,'said act was, on 
the twenty- eighth day of February, last, presented to his Ex. 
cellency, the Governor, for his ‘approval. 

[Signed ] JAMES M. BURROUGHS, 
: Chairman. 


Report read and accepted. 


- 
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Mr. Holland introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to de- 
fine the return term of the District Court.” 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, to be entitled, “An act, te legitimate a certain child, 
therein named, was taken up, : 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to postpone the  boiding of the 
District Cour ts, in the several Judicial Districts,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. . 

A. bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create the county of Dal- 
las,” was taked up, and 

Read a first time. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide oe the loss of du- 
plicate Land Warrants, Land Scrip, Head Right Certificates, . 
and conditional and unconditional Certificates, which were 
issued conformably to law,” wastaken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on Publie 
Lands. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to establish the county seat 
of Comal county,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on County 
Boundaries. . 

A bill, to be entitled, “Az act, to create the: county of Comal,” 
was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Qn motion, the ill was einatt to the committee on County 

_Beundaries. j 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create the county of Leon,” 
was taken, up, and 

Read a first time. 

A ce to be entitled, “An act, to create the county of Gray- 
son.” was taken up, < and 

Read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. mon, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, P. m. 
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- TEREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and, a quorum being present, 

The House proceeded to business. 

Mr. Gillett made the following report : 

The Select committee, to whom was referred, a “pill to be en- 
titled, “An act, defining the duties of the Comptroller of Publie 
Accounts, of the State ı of Texas,” have instructed me to re- 
port the accompanying substitute for the original bill. 

Report received. 

The substitute for the bill, to be entitled, “An act, defining 
the duties of the Comptroller of Public Accounts, of ‘the State 
of Texas,” was then 

Read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Mabry, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

Mr. Smith of Rusk, introduced. a bill; to be entitled, “An act, 
regulating roads, bridges, ferries,” &c. 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Russell, Chairman of the couie on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill, ts 
be entitled, “An act, to exclude ‘from: office, those who shall, 
hereafter, be convicted of treason against this State, or against 
the United States, Bribery, Perjury, Forgery, Robbery, Larceny 
er Burglary,” and find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report read and accepted. e 

_ Mr. Noble offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Land Office, be instruct- 
- ed to take into consideration, the twelfth article of the Consti- 
iution, and enquire into the expediency of establishing one, 
or more, subordinate Land Offices, in this State; and that. they 
report to this House, such bill or bills, as they may think ap- 
propriate, on said article, i 

Resolution read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Muckleroy, Mr. Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
was added to the committee on the Land Office and the com 
mittee on Internal Improvements. 

On motion of Mr.-McClarty, Mr. Smith of Rusk, was added 
to the committee on the Land Office. * 

On motion of Mr, Dickson, the House danel, until to- 
morrow morning, ten o’clock, 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Crry or AUSTIN. 
Friday, March 6th, 1846. 

The House met, pursuant to adjournment. | i 

The roll was called, and a quorum being present, 

The House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman, of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: l 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill, to be entitled, “An act, defining the duties of the Attorney 
General of the State of Texas,” have duly considered the same, 
and have instructed me to report the enclosed substitute there- 
for, having the same title and retaining the main features of 
the original bill, and to recommend its passage. 

[Signed] P. W. GRAY. 
Chairman. 


Report, bill and substjtute received, and laid upon the table, 
to come up in their regular order. 

Mr. Irion, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
made the following report: 


CommiTTEE Room, 
March 6th, 1846. 


To the Honorable John Brown, , 
Speaker pro tem. of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on County Boundaries, have had the follow- 
ing bills under consideration; and have instructed me to report 
them back-to the House, and‘to recommend their passage: 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create the County of La 
Vacca.” . 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for fixing the seat 
of justice, of Austin county ;” and 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to enable the County Surveyor, 
of the county of Rusk, to make a complete map of said coun- 
ty,” to which bill amendments have been made, which are there- 
to appended, and the bill, as amended, is recommended to the 
jiouse, for adoption. 

The committee have, also, had -before them, a resolution, 
staying and postponing all action, for fifteen days, upon any bill ’ 
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or petition, introduced into the House, relative to the altera- 
tion, or division, of the counties of Colorado, Matagorda and 
Austin,” and they have instructed me to report it back to the 
House; and to say, that they deem such a resolution .unneces- 
sary. That it would retard the progress of business, and cause 
a delay that might defeat bills, which would prove of much 
advantage to the citizens of said counties. 
[Signed] VAN TIRION, 
To , Fy hairman. 


Report, bills and resolution received, and laid upon the table, 
to come up in their regular order. _ 

Mr Russell, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined the follow- 
ing bills, and find the same correctly engrossed: 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, defining the duties of State 
Treasurer.” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, defining the duties of Comp- 
troller of Public Accounts;” and 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to sectire to the State of Texas, 
the Customs revenue, received or accrued, under the laws of 
the Republic of Texas.” 

Report read and accepted. 

‘Mr. Russell introduced a bill, to P entitled, “An act, giving 
conċurrent jar isdiction, to the District and inferior Courts, i in 
certain cases.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Smith of Rusk, introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, 
authorizing the Governor of the State of Texas, to procure, for 
. the use of the State, copies of the ——— of the present and 
subsequent sessions, of the Congress of the United States. 
© Bill read’a first time. 


Mr. Miller introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to pro- “ 


vide for the revision of the’ Laws of Texas.” 
Bill read a first time. 


Mr, Keenan introduced a bill, to be aed “An act, to re- 


strain Clerks and other officers, trom collecting unlawful costs.” 
Bill read a first time. 
Mr. Keenan also introduced a bill, to be. entitled, “An act, 
regulating appeals, injunctions and supersedeas,” 
Which was read a first time. 
Mr. Eddy introduced a Dili, tobe entitled, “An act, to pro- 
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tect religious denominations, whilst holding public and pro- 
tracted meetings.” 

Bill read a first time. 
_ #é#r. Russell introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to en- 
able the Governor to fill certain vacancies of office, that may 
hereafter oceur.” i 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr, McFarland introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to 
ineorporate the town of Bonham, in Fannin county. i 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Gilliam introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to de= 
fine stays, in Justices’ Courts.” : 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Mabry, the House proceeded to the 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to promote the methodical 
transfer of the principal affairsof the Republie ef Texas,. to 
the proper authorities of the State of Texas,’ was taken up, 
and ; 

Read a third time. i 

On motion of Mr. Sadler, the bill was laid upon the table.. 

À bill, to be entitled, “An aet, providing the mode of estab- | 
lishing county seats,of new counties,” wastakenup,and ` `~ 

Read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill was laid upon the table. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An-act,,to create the county of Burle- 
gon,” was taken wp, on its third reading 

The following amendments to the bill reported’ by the com- 
mittee to whom it had been referred, were read and adopted: 

Amendment first: Addto the fourth section af the bill, the 
following, i 

“And all debts, due to the county of Milam, for. town. prop- 
erty, in the town of Caldwell, shall be payable to the- county 
af Burleson” a l 

Amendment second: Add'the follawing, as an additional sec- . 
_ tion, to the bill: 

SECTION yT, Be wt further enacted,, That the county Sur- 
veyors, of Milam, and Burleson counties, sonjointly, run the line, 
as designated by this act, between the counties. of Burleson 
and Milam;.each ta be paid by hig respective, caunty, at the 
rates now. fixed by, law.. 
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| Mr. Erath then moved, that the bill be etigrossed. ‘ 


Mr. Rose moved, to re-commit the bill tothe committee on 
the Land. office. 


On motion of Mr. Erath, the bił was referred to a Select 
committee, 
The Speaker appointed Messrs. Erath, Gray, Sublett, Pease 


‘ and Rose, to constitute said committee. 


A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create the county of De 
Witt,” was taken Up, and 

Reada second time. ` 

(Jn. motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled; “An act, to. create the county of Gua- 
dalupe,” was taken up, on its second reading.. 

Mr. Swift offered the following; as an ‘amendment to the 
hill: 


“Fo the south west corner of a survey made for J. A. Muse. 


grove, fronting on said old road. Thence, running north, fifty 


degrees west, two thousand five hundred varas. Then ce running. 


south, seventy-five degrees west, to the river Guadalupe.— 
‘Thence, down the river Guadalupe, with its meanders, te the 
lower corner, nnmber twenty-one, in class number five, made 
for the hei:s of Thompson. Thence, with the lower line of 
said survey, south, sixty-five degrees west, to. its. south-west 


corner. Thence, running to a point, on the river Cibolo, where. 


the lower line of a survey of one league, [number one hundred 


‘and fourteen,}| made for V. Meckelli, erossés said-river Cibola.” 


Amendment adopted. 
On motion, the bill was then anda be engrossed. 


The substitute for the bill, to be entitled, “An act, tœereate ` 


the county-of Tyler,” was taken. “ap, amits secondsreading. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, the bill was referred. tothe Se- 
lect committee, to whom was ‘referred a.bill, ta.be entitled, “An 
act, to.create.the county. of Burleson.” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to secure to Elizabeth. Parry, 
all property, which she. bad, at the time of marriage with- Sam- 
uel M. Parry, and all which she may haye acquired. sizes, by 
gift, devise or descent,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to. the committee. om the 
Judigiary.. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An-act, to Iegalize the marriage of 
Samnel ME. Parry with Elizabeth Neise, and -ta: legitimate cer“ 


_ tain children, therein named; the issue. of said. mariage, WAS 


taken up,aad Read a second time. 
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On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate fhe Angelina 
Navigation company,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On niotion, the biil was referred to the committee on Internal 
Improvements. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, to provide for closing the busi- ' 
ness of the War Department was taken: up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to define the return term of 
the District Court,” was taken up, and -> 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 

Judiciary. 
` Amessage was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of . 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, prescribing and defining the 
time, at ‘which all laws, that may be hereafter enacted, “shall 4 
go into effect.” and 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, to create the county of Hop- 
- kins.” 

The resolution, introduced on yesterday, fixing the adjourn- 
ment of the Le gislature on the first dayof April, was foken up; 
and read. A 

o motion of Mr. Gillett, the resolution ` was laid upon the 
table. : 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to change he boundary line 
of Fort Bend county,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on County 
Boundaries. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to make an appropriation, to 
pay æ company of Rangers, raised by Lieutenant John Mce- 
Garrah, and retained on the frontier of Fannin county, by order 
of the President of the Republic of Texas,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on Claims 
and Accounts. 

A bill, to bée-entitled, “An act, to better define the boundary 
line of Fannin county,” was taken up, and 

Read a first time. ` 
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On motion of Mr. Bourland, the substitute for the bill, to be 
entitled, “An act, defining the duties of State Treasurer” was 
taken up,’ a ae 

Aes a third time and passed. = 

n motion of Mr. Bourland, the substitute for the bi 
entitled, “An act, defining the duties of EER i seg eae 
Accounts,” was also taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, prescribing the mode of or- 
ganizing the House of Representatives,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time’ rs 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. . 

. On motion of Mr, Dickson, the House then adjourned, until 
three o’clock, P. M. : 


THREE O'CLOCK, P, M 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 
_ The roll was called, and, a quorum being present: 
“The house proceeded to business. e 
Mr. Pease introduced a joint reselntion, for thé relief of R 
E. B. Baylor. i i 
T A o wee times l 
r. Pease also introdticed a “joint resolution a reli 
of the Hon. Edward T. Branch,” , = Hegeler 

Which was read a first time 

Mr. McCulloch introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to 
locate.the county seat ef De Witt county.” > : 

ig ies a first F Tay 

Mir. Stewart introduced a bill, to be entitled, “Ax ; 
firming the seals of the General Land Office:” EERDE 

Bill reada first time. - : 

Mr. Clark offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on Publie Buildings, be in 
structed te enquiré, and report to the House, how many of the 
buildings in this city, built for Republic of Texas, a 
necessary for the purposes of the State; and if, upon ae y - 
quiry, it be found that there are more than are necessary. $ 
the use of the State, that said committee, be further EAL 

} ? 


ia 
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to ascertain and report, whether it would not be for the advan- 
tage of the State, to dispose immediately, `of all that are not 
wanting. 

Which resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 


the following report: 


Coumrrtes Room, 
March 6th, 1846. 


To the Honorable, the Speaker of the | 
House of Representatives: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill, to be entitled, “An act, defining the duties of District 
Attorneys,” have had the same under consideration, and have 
instructed me to report the enclosed substitute therefor, whick 
contains the main features of the original bill, with some ad. 
ditions, and to recommend its passage. 

[Signed] P. W. GRAY, 
i ! Chairman. 

Report, bill and substitute received and laid upon the table, .. 
to come up in their regulay order. ` e 

On motion, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to exclude from office, those 
who shall; hereafter, be convicted of Treason, against this 
“State, or against the United States, Bribery, Perjury, Forgery, 
Robbery, Larceny or Burglary,” was taken up, 
Read a third time and passed. 
A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create the county of Gray- 
zon,” was taken up, and Ds 
Read a second time. 
On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on County 
Boundaries. l 
A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create the county of Leon,” 
was taken up, and o 
Tead a second time. S 
On motion, the bill was referred to the’committee on County 
Boundaries. } 
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A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create the county of Dal-. 
las,” was taken up, and; read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was: referred to the committee on County 
Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, to raise arevenue by direct 
taxation,” was taken up, and read a second time, by its caption. 

On motion, the bill was referred to. the committee on, Fi- 
nance. i 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create and organize th 
county of Panola,” was taken up, and 
_ Read a second. time. 

Mr. Holland moved, to fill the blank, in the- third section of 
the bill, as follows: 

“James Row, Parson Herron, Diekson James, A. Pew, Rich- 
ard Golden and James Williams..” 

Mr. Clark moved, to amend the amendment, just offered, as 
follows: l 

“Unless, at said election, some town or village, now in exist- 
enee in said county, be selected as the county seat,” ' 

Amendment adopted.. l 

The sense cf the House was. taken, on the adoption of the 
amendment, as amended, and . 

The amendment was. adopted., po 
Mr McGown offered the following, asa substitute. for the 

“first section of the bill: gute, l 

Secrron rirst. Be tt enacted, by the Legislature of ‘the State 
of Texas, That all of the territory, comprised within the fol- 
lowing limits, to wit: 

Beginning at the twenty-seventh mile post, on the line divid- 
ing the State of Texas from the State of Louisiana. Thence, 
in a direct line, to the mouth of eight-mile.creek, on the Sabine 
river,- Thence, across and up said river, with its meanders, to 
the Trammel Trace. Thence, with said Trace, to where: it 

- crosses the west boundary line, of J. W. Adams’ league of 
land. Thence. ina direct line, tothe old line that divided 
Harrison from Shelby county, before the passage of an “Act, 
to alter and establish the eastern boundary line of Rusk county, 
and for other purposes,” approved, December the thirty-first, 
eighteen hundred and forty-four. Thence, with the line divid- 
ing the county of Harrison and Shelby, to the line dividing the 
States of Texas and Louisiana: Thence, with said line, to the 
point of beginning; be, andthe same is hereby, made a new 
county, by the name of Panola. 

Which substitute was read and adopted. 


* 
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Mr. Gray offered the following, as an amendment to the bili: 

Insert, after'the word “representation,” the following: “Ex- 
apt, also, the right of electing a separate County Surveyer 

¢ being a separate Land District.” ) 

Amendment read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the bill was then ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to define the boundaries of 
the county of Brazoria,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. ! 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, organizing the county of An- 
derson,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr.. White offered the following as an amendment to the bill. 

“Except, as to right ef separate Representation, until enti- 
tied by numbers.” 

Mr. Sadler offered the following, as an amendment to the 
amendment, just proposed: 

“Except the right of electing a separate County Surveyor 
and the right of having a separate Land District,” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

Question: Shall the amendment, to the bill now under con 
sideration of the House, as amended, be adopted? « WE 
The House decided in the affirmative. ore 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 
A bill,-to be entitled, “An act, for the relief of James Mor- 
row,” was taken up, and f as 
Read a second time. l 
‘On motion, the bill and the accompanying documents were 
referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts, = 
A bill, to ‘be entitled, “An act, regulating roads bridges 
ferries, &c.,” was taken up; and read a second time by its: : 
` caption. i 
On motion, the bill was referred to a Select committee. 
The Speaker appointed Messrs. Smith of Rusk Stewart 
Mullens, Holland and Gooch, to constitute said committee. «-’ 
_ Mr. Brown presented the accounts of Walter Murray, which 
were referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts, © > 
Gn motion of Mr. Ryburn, the resolution, calling on the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, for certain information 
was taken up, and adopted. i R 
Mr. McCown moved, that the House adjourn, until to-mor- 
row merning, nine o'clock. Motion lost. f i 
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Mr. Charlton moved, that the House adjourn, until Monday 
morning, nine o’clock. 

Motion lost. a i 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to secure to the State, the Cus- 
toms revenue, received or incurred, under the laws of the Re- 
public of Texas,” was taken up, 
_ Read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Gillett, the House then adjourned, until 
Monday morning, nine o’¢lock. 


~ 


¢ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
_ Cry or Austin, Monpay, . 
$ March, 9th, 1846. 


. The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, and, a quorum being present: 
The House proceeded to business. 
|The Journal of Friday, the 6th instant, was read and 
adopted. l 

The Honorable, the Speaker pro tem, tendered tothe House 
of Representatives, his resignation. . 

Mr. Branch moved, that the consideration of the resignation, 
just offered by the Honorable Speaker, pro tem., be postponed, 
until three o'clock, p. m. ; : 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of the mo- 
tion, just made by Mr. Branch, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs, Adams, Barry, Branch, Cazenau, Charlton, 
Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Hudson, Jones, McCulloch, McNeill, 
Miller, Muckleroy, Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Ray- 
ner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Har- 
ris, Smith of Rusk; Swift, Truitt and White—31. 

Nays. Messrs. Burroughs, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Dur-- 
ham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards, of San Au- 
gustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Irion, Keenan, MeClarty, 
McCown, McFarland, Mullens, Perry, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage,. 
_ Sublett, Tankersly. Williams and Willie—2%. 
So the motion was carried. 
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Mr. Swift moved, that the House adjourn, until three 
o'clock r. m. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. 
Swifts motion to adjourn, and stood as follows: ' 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Hudson, Jones, McCulloch, McNeill, 
Miller, Muckleroy, Pease, Perkins, Smith of Rusk and Swift, 
eae f 

Nays. Messrs. Adams, Barry Branch, Burroughs, Cazenau 
Charlton, Clark, Cronican,; Dickson, Durham, Echols, Edw&rds 
of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, 
Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, 
McClarty, McCown McFarland, Milican, Mullens, Noble, Pat- 
tillo, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, . 
Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Sublett, Tank- 
ersly, Truitt, White, Williams and Willie—47. 

So the motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the House’ proceeded, regular- 
ly, to business, a 

Mr. Keenan presented a memorial, from a portion of the 
citizens of Montgomery and Liberty Gounties—praying for the 
establishment of a new county, to be called the County of 
Polk. 

Which memorial was read, and 

On motion referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill, 
to be entitled, “An act, to amend the registrative laws,” report- 
ed, through their Chairman, Mr. Gray, the bill back to the 
House, with amendments, and recommended its passage, as 
amended. 02 

Report, billand amendments received, and laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up in their regular order. 
_ Mr. Irion, Chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
made the following report: 


Honorable John Brown, 
Speaker of the 
House of Representatives: 


A Dill, to be entitled, “An act, tocreate the county of Co- 
mal,” has been investigated by the committee on County Boun- 
daries. A substitute for said bill, is herewith reported, and its 
adoption recommended. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to establish the county seat, - 
of the county of Comal,” is also, recommended for adeption. 
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The committee have, also, examined a bill from the ‘Senate, 
to be entitled, “An act, creating the County of Dallas,” and 
believing that the second section of said act, contains provi- 
sions in violation of, and eontrary to the spirit and meaning 

of the 34th section, of the article 17th of the Constitution, im 
making a part of the old County of Nacogdoches vote with 
Robertson County, in all elections, before entitled to separate 
representation, by numbers; and believing too, that the coun- 
ties, as they now stand, should remain as “separate Land Dis- 
tricts, they ask leave to report a swhstitute for said section— 
thereto appended and recommend said bill, as amended, to the 
favorable consideration of the House. 

_ [Signed] VAN IRION, 


Chairman. 


Report, bill and amendment received, and laid. -upon the ta- 
ble, to come up, in their regular order. 

Mr. Rayner, Chairman of the committee on Claims and 
Accounts, made the following report: 


Honorable John Brown, 
Speaker, of the i 
House of Representatives: 


The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was re- 
ferred that portion of the Governor,s Message, relating to the 
Public Debt of Texas,have instr ucted me to report the same back 
to the House, and to ask to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the subject, and that the same be referred to the 
committee on State Affairs. 

[Signed] WM. S. RAYNER, 

i Chairman. 

Report received. 


Sa 
The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill, te Ve 2 


entitled, “An act, to provide fora viva voce vote, in all elec- 
tiens,” have had the Same under consideration, and through 
their Chair man, Mr. Rose, reported a substitute for said bill, 
and respectfully recommended its adoption, and passage by the 
House. 

Report, bill and substitute received, and laid upon the table, 
to come up in their regular order. 

Mr. Perkins introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to make 
an appropriation, for the contingent expenses of both Houses 
of the; Legislature.” 

Billread a first time.. * ` 


| 
| 
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Mr. Miller introduced a bill,te be entitled, “An act, for the 
-protection of the Christian Sabbath.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Stewart introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, decla- 
ratory of the office, duties and powers, of Notaries Public.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Pease introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, for the 
relief of the Honorable John Hemphill.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Rose introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to raise a 
revenue by taxation.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Rose also introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to 
exempt $250 worth of the household furniture, or other pro- 
perty, of each Family of this State, from taxation.” 

Which bill was read a first time. 

` Mr. Swift introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to locato 
the seat of Justice, of Guadalupe elenty: 2 

Bill read a first time. 


On motion of Mr. Brown, the House adjourned, until three 
o'clock r. m. 


” 


THREE O'CLOCK P. M. 


~- 


The House met, pursuant to adjoarnment. ` 

The roll was called, and a quorum being present, 

‘The House proceeded to business. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the following resignation, tendered 
uy the Honorable John Brown, Speaker pro tem. of the House 
of Representatives, was accepted: 


Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES 
Mar ch the 9th, 1846. 


To the Honorable, 
Members of the House of Representatives 
of the Legislature of the State of Texas: 


Circumstances having transpired, which render it necessary 
that I should resign my position, as Speaker of your body; and 
IT beg leave to be excused from a, further discharge of that 
duty. i 


+ 


105 


` I adopt this course, as I fear that any other, would be pro- 
ductive of errors, for which we might be left without remedy. 


[Signed] _ JOHN PRON N. 


Mr. Sublett then moved that the House go into an election 
of a Speaker pro tem. 

On motion of Mr. Swift, the motion of Mr. Sublett was 
amended, by striking out the words “pro tem.” 

Mr. Gray offered the following Preamble and Resolution: 

Whereas, On the day of the House of 
Representatives, by request, granted leave of absence to the 
lon. Wm. E. Crump, then a member, andthe Speaker of the 
House; and, 

Whereas, Onthe same day, the House proceeded to elect a 
Speaker, pro tem. whenthe Hon. John Brown was elected; and, 

Whereas, Difficulties have arisen, in consequence of the 
action of this House, in the premises, which was hasty and 
premature; and, 

Whereas, On reconsideration of the nfàtter, the House is 
advised, and believes, that the office of Speaker was vacated, 
by the action of this House, in granting the leave of absence; 
and thatthe election of the Hon. John Brown, constituted hirn 
Speaker of the House; and, 

Whereas, The said office is now vacant, by resignation of 
the Hon. J ohn Brown; therefore = ae 

Resolved, That the House, not endas to injure the feel- 
ings, and without any per sonal view, whatever, do now pro- ` 
ceed to eleet a Speaker, in place of the Hon. Jobn Br own, TC- 
signed. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of the Pre- 
amble and Resolution, and stood as follows: . 

Yeas. Messrs. ` Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, Brown, 
Burroughs, Cazenan, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Durham Echols, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Er ath, Gray, Holland, Jones, 
McCown, McFarland, Miller, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Og- 
den, Pattillo, Perry, ‘Sadler, Savage; ‘Smith of Rusk and 
Swift 33. 

Na ys. «Messrs. Gilliam, Conci TIndson, Irion, Keenan, Ma- 
bry, MeClarty, 2 McCulloch, MoNeill, Milican, Pease, Perkins, 
Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ry burn, Stewart, 
smith of Harris, Sublett, T ankersly, Truitt, White Williams 
and Willie—26. 

DO the Preamble and Resolution were adopted. 
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On motion of Mr. Durham, the House proceeded to the elec- 
tion of a Speaker. 
Mr. Miller nominated Mr. Branch. 
Mr. Durham nominated Mr. Clark. 
Messrs. Perkins, Ogden and Swift, were appointed tellers 
and, 


The House proceeded to vote, by ballot. 
On counting out the votes, it appeared that - 


Mr. Branch received 31 votes; 
“ Clark ss ' 21 “and 
ís Blank s< 1 £¢ 


Mr. Branch, having eee a majority of all the votes, 
was declared, duly and constitutionally, elected Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, of the Legislature of the State of 
Texas. . 

Messrs. Miller and Perkins were appointed to wait upon the 
Speaker elect, and conduct him to the Chair. 

The said commitee then proceeded to perform the duty as- 
signed them. 

“Whereupon, the Speaker, ele ct, arose and delivered the fol 
lowing address: , 


Gentlemen of the 
House of Representatives : 
i 


The duties of the station to which your partiality has call- 
ed me, places me, certainly, in no enviable position: I am call- 
ed upon, Gentlemen, by a vote of this House, to fillan office 
which, in the opinion of many, is already dceupied by another. 
No member of this House, regrets more sincerely than I do, 
the necessity which has occurred, at this time, of electing an- 
other Speaker. A majority of the House, however, after mature 
consideration, have thought it necessary. In whatever em- 
barrassments I may find myself placed, by this diversity of 
opinion, I do not feel the ice grateful, for the honor you have 
been pleased to confer upon me—An honor the more esteemed, 
coming, as it does, from those with whom I have been, for 
some time associated. 

All I can promise, in return for your confidence, is, by a 
strict attention to the rules which you have adopted for your 
government, and an application of ‘them to the business of the 
House, to endeavor, in some measure, to deserve it. 


T he Hous again proceeded to business. 
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The minority’ of the Special Committee, to whom was refer- 


red a bill, to be entitled, “An act, providing for a viva voce vote, 


in all elections,” made the following report: 


Commirree Room 
March 9th 1846. 


To the Honorable, | 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The undersigned, members of the committee, to whom was 
referred a bill, to be entitled, “An act, providing for a viva voce 


> yote, in all elections, ” beg leave to dissent from the report, -made 


this morning in obedience to the directions of a majority of 
said committee. * 

They would here enter, at length, into-the reasons which i in- 
duce them to oppose the change contemplated, were it not, that 
they are prevented by the position which the bill now occupies, 
in the business of the House. -They régard the ‘question, as 
one of much importance; and submit, whether, it would be pro- 
per to make the alteration proposed, without consulting the pub- 
lic wish, relative thereto. 

Believing that changes, so material as they conceive this to 
be, should not be made, without knowing the state, of public 
opinion; and viewing the system, sought to be adopted, as in- 
finitely worse than the present one, they respectfully object to 
its adoption. | l 

[Signed] . JOHN W. ROSE 

E. CLARK. 


Report read and received and laid upon the table, to come up 
in their regular order. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred 
several bills, petitions &c., made the following report: 


COMMITTEE Room 
March 7th 1846. _ 


To the Honorable ` 
Speaker of the House of Representatives? 


The committee on the Judiciary, have considered the peti- 
lions, of James Slayman and Loring R. Henderson, which 
were referred to them; and instruct me to report, that while 
they sympathise with the petitioners in their misfortunes, they 


w 
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are bound, by the constitution, tia recommend that the relief 
asked,.be refused; as the petitioners pray forthe grant of an 
exclusive privilege. 

The committee have, also, considered the following bills 
—viz: 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to secure to Elizabeth Parry, 
ail property which she had at the time of Marriage with Samu- 
el M. Parry &c.;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to define the return term of 
District Courts;” and : 

A bill, te be entitled, “An act, to suppress secret gaming, and 
to increase the "revenue of the State, by a license tax, on cer- 
tain games.” , j 

I am instructed to report unfavorably on said bills, and to 
recommend that they be indefinitely postpbdned. 

The committee have, also, considered a bill, to be entitled, 
“An act, to re-organize San Patricio County;” and , 

A bill, to beentitled, “An act, to prescribe to the mode of 
electing Distriet Attorneys, fixing the. term of their Offices, 
their Salaries, perquisites, &c.” | 

The committee instruct me, to report, that the re-organiza-— 
tion of San Patricio County under the former bill, if passed, 
would interfere with any general re-organization of the coun- 
ties, throughout the State; and that some of the subjects of the 
latter bills, are already, partly provided for, and the remainder 
in course of preparation, in general laws. - 

They, therefore, recommend, that these two bills be laid 
upon the table. . 

[Signed] © P. W. GRAY, 
> Chairman. 

Report, bills and petitions received, and laid upon the table, 
to come up ‘in their regular order. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, ako 
made the following report . 


COMMITTEE Room 
March 7th 1846, 


To the Honorable Speaker of the 
House of Representatives: 


_The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred % 
hill, to be entitled, “An act, for the incorporation of the Gran 
Lodge, of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of the State ol 
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Texas” and the accompanying petition, have had the same un- 
der consideration; and a majority of said committee, instruct 
meto report—That they consider the grant of the Charter of 
Incorporation, prayed for, tobe inexpedient, and recommend, 


| that the consideration thereof, be indefinitely postponed. 


To the foregoing report, a minority of said committee, in- 
cluding the Chairman, dissent; ‘and recommend the subject to 


| the favorable consideration of the House. 


[Signed] P. W. GRAY. 
Chairman. ; 


Report and bills received, and laid upon the table, to come 
up in their regular order. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
reported as follows: 
a Commairres Room 
March 7th 1846. 


To the Honorable Speaker of the 


House of Representatives: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill, to be entitled, “An act, to legalize the marriage of Samu- 
el M, Parry and Elizabeth Neise; and legitimating their chil- 
dren,” have had the same under consideration, and instruct me 
to report the bill back to the House, and to recommend its pas- 
sage. 

‘They have, also, considered a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to 
repeal an act, creating a Board of Medical Censors,” and in- 
struct me to report the enclosed substitute for the original, to 
be entitled,“An act, to repeal the laws creating, or relating to, 
a Board of Medical Censors.” 

They have, also, ha®under consideration a bill, to be enti- 
tled, “An act, to repeal zn-part, an act, entitled, an act, supple- 
mentary to an act, authorizing the issuing of Duplicate Land 
Warrants, Discharges and Head-Rights, on certain conditions,” 
and instruct me to report the enclosed substitute, entitled, “An 
act, to repeal an act, supplementary to an act, autherizing 
the issuing of Duplicate Land Warrants, &c—approved, Jan- 
uary the 15th 1841.” ee > 

They have, also, considered a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to 
repeal an act, entitled, an act, to amend.an act, regulating At- 
tachments—approved, January the 28th 1839;” and 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, regulating attachments,” and 
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instruct me to report the enclosed substitute for said bills, enti- 
tled, “An act, amending the attachment Laws.” 

The committee recommend the said substitutes é&c., to the 
favorable consideration of the House. 

Report, bills and substitutes received, and laid upon the ta- 
bře. to come up in their regular order. 

iar. Miliean presented the petition of John Karner—pray- 

“ing for land. i - 

Qu motion, the petition was referred to the committee en 

Public Lands. 


The House again preceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to enable the County Surveyor, 
of Rusk County, to make a complete Map'of said County,” was 
taken up; and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Keenan moved, that the bill be engrossed. 

Mr. Brown moved, that the bill be referred to a Special Com- 

. mittee. ; 

Motion carried. ; 

The Speaker appointed, Messrs. Smith of Rusk, McClarty, 
Holland, Clark and McCown, to constitute said committee. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, fixing the seat of Justice of 
the County of Austin,” was taken up, and 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed 

A. substitute for the,bill, to be entitled, “An act, defining the 
duties of District Attorneys,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the word “ten” was stricken out 
ef the bill, andthe word “five” inserted in its stead. 

The sense of the House was then taften, on the engross- 
ment of the bill, and the a 

- Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A substitute for the bill, to be entitled, “An act, defining the 
duties of the Attorney General,” was taken up, and 

Read and adopted. . 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create the County of La 
Vaca,” was taken up,and Reada second time. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to define the boundary of 
Fannin County,” was taken up, 
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r On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill was passed to a third 
reading. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, prescribing the time, when 
all laws shall go into effect, that may, be hereafter, made,” was 
taken up, and 

Read a first time. — 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, ean the County of Hop- 
kins,” was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, for the relief of the Hon- 
orable R. E. B. Baylor,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the Committee on Claims 
and Accounts, 7 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, for the relief of the Honora- 
ble Edward T. Branch, ” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the Committee on Claims 
gnd Accounts. : 

À. bill, to be entitled, “An act, to locate the county seat of 

De Witt County,” was taken up, ‘and 
' Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, confirming the seals of the . 
General Land Office,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 
1 On motion, the bill was referred to-the committee on Publie 
ands. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, defining sia ys, in Justioe’s 
Courts, ”was taken up, and * è 

Read a second time. * 
a On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the Ju- . 

ciar 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the town of Bon- 
ham, in Fannin County,” was taken up, ahd 

Read a second time. 

_ Ov motion, the bill was referred to the committee on State 

Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Gilliam the House adjourned: until to- 
morrow, nine o'clock, a. x. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, i 


Crry or AUSTIN, 
Tuesday, "March 10th, 1846, 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and, a quorum being present ; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day, was read and adopted. 

Mr. Clark, from the committee on Internal Improvements, 
made the following report: s 

The committee on Internal Improvements, tó whom was re- 
ferred a bili, to be entitled, “An act, incorporating the Ange- 
lina Navigation Company,” have had the same under conside- 
ration, and have instructed me to report the bill back to the 
House, and to recommend that it be referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. . 

Report read and adopted. i 

Mr. Irion, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
made the following report: | 

The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was referred 
a bill, (from the Senate,) to be entitled, “An act, to create the 
county of Grayson,” and 

A bill, (from the Senate,) to be entitled, “An act, to create 
the county of Leon,” and 

A bill, to be entitlea, “An act, to establish the county of ——,; 
to be taken from the territory comprised within the bounda- 
ries of Montgomery county;” anda bill, to be entitled, “An 
act, to change the‘boundary of Fort Bend county;” have -con- 
sidered the same, and have instructed me to report said bills 
beck to the House, and to recommend their passage. 

ee and bills received, and laid upon the table, to come 

in their regular order. 

EM. Stewart moved, that so much of the report as relates 
to the county of Montgomery, be laid upon the table for ten 
days. . 

Motion carried. i 

Mr. Gillett, from the Select committee, tò whom was refer- 
red a bill, to be entitled, “An act, regulating the pr oceedings - 
against persons accountable for- Publie Monies,” reported a 
substitute therefor. 

Report received, and the substitute adopted, and laid upon 
the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Erath, from the Select committee, to whom was refer- 
red a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create the eoun of Bur-. 
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lesen, reported a substitute for the original bill, and) reeom- 

mended its adoption and passage. 

Substitute adopted, and laid upon the table, to come up 
among the orders of the day, 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that 

The Sénate refuses to concur in the amendmentsof the House, 
to a bill, to be entitled, “An act, authorizing the Governor of 
the State of Texas, to cede and transfer, to the United States, 
all of the property, of what description, soever, embraced in, 
and contemplated by, the Joint Resolution of the United States 
Congress, &c., &c. 

The House. was, also, informed, that the Senate had passed 
a “joint resolution, instructing our Senators, and requesting 


our Representatives, in the Congress of the United States, to- 


procure the establishment of certain mail routes;” 

And a “joint resolution, concerning the protection of the 
frontier.” 

Also, a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to authorize persons, par-. 
ties to suits, to appear therein, in person.” 
_ _ Also, a bill, to be entitled, wAn act, to create the county of 

Polk.” 
Also, a bill, to be entitled, “An act. to exclude from office, 
_ serving on juries, and irom the right of suffrage, all persons, 
who may, herereafter, be convicted,and upon whom, final judg- 
ment has been executed, of Bribery, Perjury, subornation of 
Perjury, Forgery, Counterfeiting. Grand Larceny or Treason, 
against this State or the United States;” and 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide an appropriation, 
for the ‘payment of the mileage and. per diem of the mem- 
bers of the Legislature of the State of Texas.” 

Mr. Tankersly introduced the following bills: 


A bill, to be entitled, “An act, regulating and defining the 


duties of the assessors of direct taxes, and revenue, of the ‘State 
of Texas.” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, regulating and defining the du- 
ties, of collectors of the dir ect taxes and revenue, of the Staté 
of Texas.” . 

Bills read a first time. 


Mr. Dickson moved a reconsideration of that portion of the 


report of the committee . on County Boundaries, relating to 
Montgomery county. ` 
Messrs. Eddy, McGown and Stewart, were, at their’ request; 


excused from voting on the motion just made by Mr. Dickson. . 
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The yeas and nays were then called, on the adoption of the 
motion, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland,«Brown,, 
Charlton, Cronican, Dickson, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Ed- 
wards of San Augustine, Hrath, Gray, Irion, Jones, Keenan, 
Mabry, McCulloch, McNeill, Milican, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, 
Railey, Rose, Russell, Smith of Harris, Swift and Willie+-28, 

Nays. Messrs. Burroughs, Clark, Gillett, Gooch, Holland, 
McFarland, Miller, Ogden, Perry, Redgate, Sadler, Savage, 
Sublett, and. White—14. l 

So the motion was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the report was laid upon the table, 
to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on Pablic Lands, 
made the following report: 


To the Honorable Edward T..Branch, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of: John W. Collins, and N. W. Bush; also, the petition 
of Garrett Fitzgerald, jr., praying fot a grant of three hundred 
and twenty acres of land, to each of said petitioners, in addi- 
tion to the quantity they have heretofore, received, from the 
Boards of Land Commissioners, of their respective counties— 
have had the same under consideration; and do-not find any- 
thing, in the allegations of the petitioners, which, in their opin- 
ion, would justify the Legislature in granting the land prayed 
for. They, therefore, return the petitions tothe House, and . 
recommend that the committee be discharged from their further 
consideration; and that the petitioners have leave to withdraw 
their petitions. : 

All of which, is respectfully submitted, , 

[Signed] .E. M. PEASE, 
' Chairman. 
` March, 9th, 1846. ; 


“Report and pétitions received, and laid upon the table, te 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr: Smithof Rusk, made the following report: 

The Select committee, to. whom was. referred a bill, to be 
entitled, “An act, to .enable.the County Surveyor, of Rusk - 
county, to make a complete map of said county,” have instruct- 

. ed me to report tne same baskdo the House, with the following 
-amendments: 
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First. Strike out the word “Harrison,” in the first section 
of the bill, and insert “Shelby.” 

SzconD. Make the same erasure andi insertion, in the second 
section of the bill. 

With these amendments, the committee recommend the pas- 
sage of the-bill. 

Report, bill and amendments received, and laid upon the 
table, to come up in their.regular order. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following repart: 


CommirreE Room, | 


March- 9th, 1846. 


To the Honorable Speaker of 
i ` the House of Representatives : 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill, 
to be entitled, “An act, to carry into effect, the twenty-second 
section of the seventh article of the Constitution,” have had 
the same under consideration, and instruct me to report, that 
said bill contains several objecis, which cannot be enacted m 
one law. 

They, therefore, have agréed on the enclosed substitute, for 
one portion of said bill, to be entitled, “An aet, to secure, to- 
every head of a family, certain property, therein named, from 
forced sale under execution.” 

They recommend the adoption and passage. of the’ substitutes 
and that the original bill be laid upon the table. 

[Signed] P.. W. GRAY, 


Chairman. 


Report, bill and substitute received, and laid upon the table, 
to come up in their regular order. 

Mr. McCulloch introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, te. 
locate the county seat of La Vaca county.” 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion, the House then; proceedéd to the: 5 


ORDERS OF THE. DAY. 


The following communication, from the Commissioner af the 
General Land Offiga, was taken up and read: 
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GENERAL Lanp OFFICE, } 
Austin, March 9th, 1846. f 


Yo the Honorable Jouse of Representatives 
of the State of Texas: 


GENTLEMEN! 


Your note, of the seventh instant, asking information rela- 
tive to the School Lands, located in Fannin county, has been 
received at this office. Inreply to which, you are informed, 
that those lands are for no particular county; and, for the bet- 
ter information of your Honorable Body. you are respectfully 
referredto “An act, entitled, an act, appropriating certain lands, 
for the establishment of a General System of Education,” ap- 
proved, twenty-sixth January, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
nine—page one hundred and twenty—third Congress. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
[Signed] THOS. WM. -WARD, 
Commissioner. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills, by that body: 

A bill, to be entitled, “An, act, creating the county of Chero- 
kee;” i 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, creating the county of Smith;” 

- A bill, to be entitled, An act, to exempt from taxation two 
hundred and fifty dollars worth of household furniture,or other 
personal property,belonging to each family in this State;”--and 

A bill, to be entitled, “An aet, to legalize and make valid, 
the official acts of Chief Justices and Associate Justices, 
while sitting as boards.of Land Commissioners, between the 
first Monday in September, 1845, and the first day of Janu- 
ary, 1846.” 

The House was also, informed, that the Senate had rejected 
a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to legitimate a certain child, 
named Mary—the daughter of Frederick Otto, and Caroline 
Gerichschen. 

Mr. Perkins moved to take up a communication addressed 
to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and endorsed, 
“Election returns, for Governor and Lieutenant Governor.” 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. Per- 
kins, motion, and stood as follows: . : 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Brown, Edwards of Nacog- 
. dockes, Edwards of San Augustine, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, 
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Jones, Mabry, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Redene. Smith of Harris 
Tankersly, White and Willie: 18. 

Nays. Messrs. Barry, Bourland, Burroughs, Cazenau, Charl- 
ton, Clark, Cronican, Dickson Durham, Echols, Eddy, "Erath, 
Gillett, “Holland, Trion, Keénan, McClarty, McCown, McCul- 
loch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Noble, Ogden Pat- 
tillo, Railey, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, 
Smith of Rusk, Swift, and Sublett: 36. 

So the motion. was rejected. . 

A Tent Resolution for the relief of John Hemphill,” was 
taken up. 

On motion, the Joint Reio was read, by its caption, 
and 

Referred to the committee on Claims and Aecounts. 

The substitute for the bill, to be entitled, “An act, to repeal 
an act, supplementary to an act, authorizing the issuing of Du- 
plicate Land Warrants, Discharges and Head-Rights, on cer- 
tain conditions,” was taken up, and 

“Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed, 

The substitute for the bill, to be entitled, “An act, to repeal 
the laws creating, or relating to a Board of Medical Censors,” 
was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, the bill was ordered to be en- 


* 


grossed. 
The substitute for the bill, to be entitled. “An act, to prov ide 
for a viva voce vote in all elections, ” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Clark moved that the bill be laid upon the table, until 
the first of June next. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. 
Clark’s motion, and stood thus: 

Yeas. Messrs. Brown, Charlton, Clark, Dickson, Echols, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Erath, Trion, Keenan, McCulloch, 
MeNeill, Noble, Pease, Rose, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Swift” 
and Truit: 19. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Bourland, Burroughs, Gaze- 
nau, Cronican; Durham, Edwards of San Augustine, Gray, Gil- 
lett, Gilliam, Gooch, Jones, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, Mce- 
Farland, Miller, Milican, Ogden, Pafttillo, Perkins, Perry; Rai- 
ley, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Stewart, Smith’ of Harris, Smith 
of Rusk, Sublett, Tanke rsly, White and Willie: 34, 
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So the motion was rejected. 

Mir, Dickson moved to amend the bill, by striking out the 
words, “viva voce,” and inserting, “by ballot, = 

On motion of Mr. Saddler, a call of the House was made. 

The Sergeantat Aims was dispatched after absent mem- 
bers. 

Mr. Gilliam moved that the call of the House be suspended. 

Motion lost. 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, a further Gall of the House was 
suspended. ` 

Mr. Irion moved, that the House adjourn, until three o’clock 


EDM 


Motion lost.. 

The yeas and nays werethen calledon the adoption of Mr. 
Dickson’s amendment, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Brown,. Charlton, Clark, Dickson, Echols, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, &rath, Hudson, Irion, Keenan, Mce- 
Culloch, McNeill, Noble, Pease, “Rose, Sadler, Swift, Truitt, 
and Williams: 19. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker; Adams, Barry, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Cazeneau, Cronican, Durham, Edwards of San Augus- 
tine, Eddy, Gray, ‘Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Jones, Ma- 
bry, McClarty, McCown, McFarland, Miller, Milican, Mullens 
Ogden, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rus- 
sell, Ryburn, Stewart, Smith, of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Sub- 
lett, Tankersly, White and Willie: 39. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create the county of Whar- 
ton,” was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Barry, by leave, introduced a Dill, to be entitled, “An 
act, to create a jury fund.” 

Bill read first time; 

Mr. Rose, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, 
to prescribe the time of the biennial meeting of the Legisla- 
ture of the-State of Texas,” 

Bill read a first time: 

Mr, Mullens, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An 
act, organizing, and defining the duties of County Courts.” 

Bill read first a time. 

On motion of Mr. oom the House adjourned, until 
three o’clock r. m. 
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THREE.O'CLOCK P M. 


f 


4 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. ° 

The roll was called, and a quorum being present, 

The House proceeded to business. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, creating the county of Dallas,” 
was taken up, 

The following, was offered asa substitute for the second. 
. section of the bill: ; 


Skotion szconn: Be it further enacted, That the inhabitants. 


residing within the said limits, shall be entitled to all the rights 
and privileges, enjoyed by the inhabitants of the several coun- 
` ties in the State—except as to the right of separate Represen- 
tation, (until entitled by.numbers,) and the right of being a se- 
parate Land District. ` ^ 

Substitute adopted. - y ; 

Mr. Mabry moyed, that the bill be passed to a third . reading. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill was recommitted, to a Se- 
lect Committee. : 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Brown, Edwards of Nacog- 
doches, Adams, Ryburn and Bourland, to constitute said com- 
mittee. i 

The substitute for a'bill, to be-entitled, “An. act, to create 
the county of Comal,” was taken up, a 

Read and adopted. . 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. i 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to establish the ceunty seat 
‘of Comal county,” was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, tke bill was ordered to be en- 
‘grossed. 

A bill tobe entitled, “An act, prescribing the time, when all 
laws, that may be, hereafter enacted, shall: have, and go into 
effect,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Gray offered the following, as an amendment to the bill: 

In the first section of the bill, strike out the words, “from. 
and after their passage,” and insert the words “forty days af- 
ter the adjournment of the Legislature.” , 

Amendment adopted. , F 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the bill was then ‘referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. i 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, better to define the boundary 
- of Fannin County,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed.. 
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A bill to be entitled, “An act, to create the county of Hop. 
kins,” was taken up, 

Read a second time. 

Gn motion, of Mr. Bourland, the bill was referred to the 
committee on County Boundaries. 

The substitute for a bill, to be entitled, “An act, amending 
the Attachment Laws,” was taken up, and i 

Read. 

Mr. Stewart offered the following, as:an amendment to 
the bill: 

Insert, “beyond the limits of the J udicial District, in which 
the party may reside.” 
The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of the amend- 

ment, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs, Barry, Burroughs, Clark, Cooke, Dickson: 
Durham, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augus- 
tine, Eddy, Keenan, McCown, McFarland, Muckleroy, Noble, 
Perry, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Truit and White: 20. 

‘Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Bourland, Brown, Charl- 
ton, Cronican, Echols, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, 
Hudson, Irion, Jones, Mabry; McClarty, 1 MeCulloch, McNeill, 
Miller, Milican, Mullens; Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Rai- 
ley, Rayner, Redgate, Kose, Russell, Ryburn, Stevenson, Smith 
of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, Williams and 
Willie: 39. 

So the améndment was rejected. 

Mr, Sadler moved, to amend the bill, by striking ont the 
word “State,” and inserting “county.” 

Amendment rejected 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to protect religious meetings,” 
was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr McClarty moved, that the bill be laid uponthe table, un- 
til the first day of June next. 

Motion lost. 

On motion, of Mr. Eddy, the bill was referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. . 

A bill, to be, entitled, “An act, to provide for the ‘revision of 
the lawsof T Texas,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 


On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. s 
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A Resolution, of the House, relative to postponing any action, 
concerning the counties of Colorado, Matagorda and Austin, 
was taken up, and read. 

On motion of Mr. Swift, the Resolution was rejected. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, giving concurrent jurisdiction, 
to the District and Inferior Courts, in certain cases,” was ta- 
ken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciar 

À. ill to be entitled, “An act, to restrain Clerks and other 
Officers, from collecting unlawful costs,’was taken up., 

On motion, of Mr. Bourland, the bill was referred to the 
committee on the Judicia 
_ A bill, to be entitled, “An act, regulating Appeals, Injune- 
tions and Supersedeas,” was taken up, and ` 

Read a second time. 

On motion, of Mr. Keenan, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the J udiciary. 

_ À bill, to be entitled, “An act, authorizing the Governor, of 

the State of Texas, to procure, for the use of the State, eopies 
of the acts, of the present and subsequent sessions, of the Con- 
gress of the United States,” was taken up, and 

-Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Durham, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to re-organize, San Patricio 
county,” wastaken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, pf Mr. Bourland, the bill was referred to a 
Special Committee. 

The Speaker appointed, Messrs. Bourland, Stevenson, Wil- 
liams, Mabry and Ogden, to constitute said committee. 

A. bill, to be entitled, “An act, to secure to Elizabeth Parry, 
all property which she had at the time of marriage with Sam- 
uel M. Parry,” was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Tankersly, laid upon the table. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, for the incorporation of the 
Grand Lodge, of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of the 
_ State of Texas,” was taken up, and read a secondtime. 

Mr. Gray moved to amend the caption of the bill, as follows: 

- “An act, to provide for the incorporation of Lodges, of Odd 
Fellows, in the State of Texas.” 
Amendment adopted. 
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On motion of Mr. Tankersly, the bill was then ordered to 
be engrossed. - f 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to define fhe returiz term of the 

District Court,” (reported back to the House by the committee 
on the Judiciary) was taken up. 

On motion, of Mt. Miller, the bill was laid upon the table. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to suppress secret gaming” 

(reported back to the House, by the committee on the Judicia- 
ry,) was taken up, and, 

On Motion of Mr. Bourland, laid on the table. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to prescribe the mode of elect: 
ing District Attorneys,” was taken-up, and 

Read by its caption. 

On motion of Mr. Burroughs, the bill was laid upon the ta- 
ble. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, making an appropriation 
of three thonsand dollars, for the contingent expenses of both 
Houses of the Legislature,” was taken up, and - 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the bil was ordered to be en: 
grossed. 

A bill, be entitled, “An act, to protect the Christian Sab- 
bath,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. À 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs.. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, declaratory of the Office du- 
ties and powers, of Notaries Public, of the State of Texas, 
was taken up, and 

Read a second time. : 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A. bill to be entitled, “Anact, to exempt two hundred and 
fifty dollars worth.of household farniture, or other personal 
property, from taxation,” was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Rose, the bill was laid upon the table. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to raise a reventie, by tax- 
atlon,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Mabry, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on Finance. ; 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to locate the seat of Justice, 
of Guadalupe county,” wastaken up, and 

ead a second time.. 


123 


On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

The petition of Loving R. Henderson, was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the petition was rejected. 

A bill, to bė entitled, “An act, authorizing the Sune. te 
fill vacancies, that may hereafter occur,” was taken up, and 

Read, a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Edwards of San Augustine, the bill wa. 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, Mr Burroughs was added to thi 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Russell, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills 


made the following report : 


To the OTE E. T. Baa, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives} 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, and find the same correctly engrossed:.- 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to organize the county of Ans 
derson.” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create a new county, out 
„ofa part of the counties of Gonzales and’ Bexar, to be called 
the county of Guadalupe;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to define the boundaries of 
the county of Brazoria;” ‘and 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create a new county, out of 
part of the counties of Gonzales, Victoria and Goliad—to be 


called the county of De Witt.” 
[Signed] A. J. RUSSELL, 


Chairman. 


Report read and accepted. 
On motion, of Mr. Russell, the House adjourned, until to- 


morrow morning nine o clock, 
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HOUSE OF REPRESEN aan ) 


Ciry or Austin, WEDNESDAY, 


March, 11th, 1846. 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and, a quorum being present: 

The House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day. was read and adopted. 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report: 


COMMITTEE Room 
March 11th 1846. 


Yo the Honorable E. T. Branch, Speaker of the 
. House of Representatives: 


The committee on the Affairs of the State, have had under 
consideration a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the 
town of Bonham, in Fannin county,” and, believing that the 
nature of said bill, brings it more properly within the line of. 
the duties of the Judiciary committee, they have instructed me 
to report the same back to the House, and to recommend its 
reference to said committee. 

They have, also, considered a bill, to be entitled, “An 
act, to repeal an act, entitled an act to provide for the 
establishment of peace, and to regulate friendly intercourse 
with the Indians—approved fourteenth January, eighteen 
hundred and forty-three;” and, a majority of- said com- 
mittee, being of opinion, that our change from a separate 
Wational, to a State Government, renders the passage of such 
an act, by the Legislature, altogether unnecessary, have direct- 
ed me to return said bill to the House, and to recommend its 
rejection. 


[Signed] EDWARD CLARK. 


Chairman. 


Report read and received, and, 

On motion of Mr. Erath, that portion, relative to establish- 
ing peace and friendly intercourse with the Indians, was laid 
upon the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report: 
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To the Honorable Edward T. Branch, - 
.— Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of John Gray, Attorney in fact, for Jane Guyman— - 
praying thata certificate for one league and one labor of land, be 
issued to the said Jane Guyman, as the heir-at-law of William 
Guyman, deceased—have had the same under consideration, 
and are of opinion, that the laws of the State afford an ample 
remedy to the petitioner. They, therefore, recommend that the 
committee be discharged from its consideration; and that the 
- petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition. 

The same committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
John Harrisen, and the petition of Joseph McGee, each pray- 
ing a confirmation of their Land Certificates, which were not 
approved bythe Travelling Boards of Land Commissioners, 
are of opinion, thatit is inexpedient for the House to grant the 
relief prayed for, inasmuch as the petitioners have their reme- 
dy, by making application to the District Courts, of their re- 
spective districts. 

They, therefore, ask leave to be discharged from the consid- 
eration of said petitions, and recommend that the petitioners 
have leave to withdraw them. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

[Signed] E. M. PEASE. 
T Chairman, 


Report and petitions received, and laid upon the table, to 
come up in their regular order. 

Mr. Savage, Chairman of the committee on Publie Build- 
ings, upon consideration of the resolution referred to them by 
ihe House, reported, that the Capitol, Governor’s Office, State 
Department, Treasury Buildings, and the building occupied as 
the General Land Office, should be retained, for the use of the 
State; and the remainder sold, in accordance with a Joint 
Resolution, for disposing of a portion of the Public Buildings, 
in the city of Austin. 

Report received, and laid upon the table, to come up in its 
regular order. 

Mr. Adams introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, requir- 
ing the Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue a 
Certificate, for six hundred and forty acres of land, to David J. 
Wilson.” B l 

Bill read a first time. 


t 
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_ Mr. Burroughs introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to 

provide for the protection and security, of the present county 
seats, of the various counties of the State of Texas, that were 
established and organized, under the Constitution and laws of 
the Republic of Texas.’, 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Tankersly, the House proceeded to the- 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, to be entitled “An act to cede and transfer to the 
United States all of the property, of what description soever, 
embraced in, and contemplated by, the Joint Resolution -of 
both Houses of’ the Congress of the United States, approved 
ist of March, 1845, and the 8th section of the 18th Article of 
the Constitution of the State of Texas,” (having been returned 
from the Senate, said body refusing to concur in the amend- 
ments of the House,) was taken up. 

Mr. sublett moved that the Speaker appoint a committee to 
confer with a like committee on the part of the Senate, in re- 
lation to said bill and amendments. 

Mr. Bourland meved that the House recede from its amend~ 
ments to the bill. 

Motion:lost. 

The sense of the House was then taken on the adoption of 
Mr. Sublett’s motion, - 

And the motion carried. 

A. bill, to be entitled “An act to ereate the county of De 
Witt,” was taken up, 

Read.a 3rd time, and passed. - 

A bill, to be entitled an act to define- the boundaries of the. 
county-of Brazoria, was taken-up, 

Read a 8rd time, and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled.an “Act to create-the county. of Guada- 
lupe,” was taken up, 

Read a third time, and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act organizing the -county of’ 
Anderson,” was taken up, ' 

Read a third time, and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled “An act to exempt from-taxation two. 
hundred and fifty dollars worth of property,” was taken up, 

Read a 3rd time, and passed. . 

A bill, to be entitled -“ An act to create the county ef Chero- 
kee,” was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 
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À bill to be entitled)“ An act to legalize and make valid’ 
the official acts of Chief Justices, while ‘sitting as Boards of 


‘Land Commissioners, between the first Monday.in September,. 


1845, and the first day of January, 1846,” was:taken up, and 

Read. a first time.. 

A bill, to. be entitled, “ An act regulating and einig the 
duties of the Assessors of direct, taxes and revenues of the 
State of Texas was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the-bill was referred: to the committee on Fi- 


nance. 
A bill, to he- entitled, “ An act :regulating and defining the 


‘duties of the’ cenos of direct taxes and. revenues of the 


State of Texas,” was taken up, and. 
Read a second time. 
On motion, the bill was referred to. the-committee-on Fi- 
nance. 
A bill ta be entitled, “An act to.create me county of Smith,” 
was taken up, and 
Read a first time. 
A bill, to be entitled, “An act to locate the eaunty seat of 
La Vacca county,” was taken up, and. 
Read a secondtime. _ 
On motion, the bill was ordered to be-engressed. 
A bill, to be entitled,“ An act to organize- and define the 
duties of: County Courts,” was taken up, ani ` 
Read a second time. 
‘ On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on. the Ju. 
iciar 
Mr. Rael Chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report: ; 


Honorable Edward T. Branch, 
i Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to | 


be entitled “An act to create and organize-the county of Pa- 


‘ hola,” and find the same correctly engrossed. 


aaa (Signed,) ~ A. J. RUSSELL, 
Chairman. 


Report read and accepted. 

Mr. Burroughs introduced a bill, to be entitled, “ An’ act to 
limit suits:en claims created and originating beyond the limits 
of the Repmblic, prior to the 23d ef June, 1845.” 

Bill read-a first time. 
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Mr. Rose introduced a bill, to be entitled, “ An act the better 
to define the boundaries of the county of Victoria.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr, Rose also introduced a bill, to be entitled, “ An act to 
create the county of Calhoun.” 

Bill read a first time. 

A bill, to be entitled, “ An act to secure to every head of a 

family, certain property, therein named, from forced sales 
` under execution,” was taken up. 

Mr. Miller offered the following as an amendment to the 
bill. m 

Srotion Seconn. Be it further enacted, That from and after 
the passage of this act, there shall be reserved to every citizen, 
not the head of a family, in this State, free and independent 
of the power of a writ, of ileri facias, or other execution what- 
ever, fifty acres of land, or one town Jot, including his or her 
homestead and improvements, not exceeding five hundred dol- 
lars in value; all household and kitchen furniture, not exceed- 
ing one hundred dollars in value; all implements of hus- 
bandry, not exceeding fifty dollars in value; all tools, appara- 
tus and books belonging to the trade or profession of any such 
citizen ; two cows and calves; one. horse saddle and bridle; 
ten head of hogs, and one years’ provisions: Provided, That 
the provisions of this section shall not be.construed to extend 
to every citizen who is a member, and comnoses a part of any 
family, the head of which is enti‘ied to the benefit of the first 
section of this act. 

Mr. Durham moved that the amendment be laid upon the 
table. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Miller moved that the amendment be taken from the 
table. 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of Mr. Mil- 
ler’s motion, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Cooke, Croni- 
ean, Dickson, Echols, Edwards, of Nacogdoches, Edwards of 
San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Holland, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, 
McClarty, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Mullens, Noble, Pease, 

Perkins. Perry, Rayner, Ryburn, Saddler, Savage, Stevenson, 
| Stewart, Smith, of Harris, Smith, of Rusk, Swift, Sublett 
Tankersly, Truit, and White—87. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Clark, Durham, 
Erath, Gillett, Gilliam, Irion, McCown, Milican, Muckleray, 
Pattillo, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Williams, and Willie-—18. 
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So the motión was carried, and the amendment taken up. 
Mr. Mabry moved, that the bill and amendment be referred 
to the committee on ‘the Judiciary. ‘ 
Mr. Tankersly moved that the ‘bill and E be laid 
upon the table, until 3 o’clock, r.m. 
Motion carried, >- 
A bill, to be entitled, “An act to enable the’ County Surveyor . 
of Rusk county to make a complete inap‘of said -county,” 
together with. the amendments ‘proposed by the committee to 
whom said bill. was referred, was taken wp. . 
Amendments read and adopted. 7 = 
On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill was ordered to be eri- 
grossed. l 
A bill, to be entitled, “An act to create the county of Whar- 
ton,” was taken up, and 
, Read a second time. 
On motion, the bill was ordered to be E 
: <A bill, to be entitled, “An act to create a Jury fimd,” was 
takem up, and . gg 
Read a 2d time. 
On motion, the bill was referred to ‘tlie committee on the 
Judiciary. 
A bill, to be entitled, “ An act to preseribe the time of the 
_ biennial meeting of the Legislature,” was taken up, and 
Read a second time. 
On motion, the bill was referred to the committee \ on State 
Affairs, 

A “Joint resolution, instrutting our ‘Senators, and request- | 
ing our Representatives, in the Congress of the United States, 
to procure the establishment ‘ef certain Mail aes was 
taken up, and 

en a first, time. 

“ Joint Resolution, concerning the protection ‘of the fron- 

tier” was taken up, and , 

Read a first time. 

A bill, to be entitled, “ An act to authorize ‘parties to suits 
to appear therein, in person,” was taken up, and 

Read:a first time, 

A bill, to be entitled, “ An act creating the county of Polk, 2 
was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

A bill, to’ be entitled, “ An act to exilade from. office, serving 
on juries, and from the right of suffrage, all person§;who may 
“hereafter be convicted, and upon whom final judgment has 
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been executed, of bribery, perjury, subornation of perjury, 
forgery, counterfeiting, grand larceny, or treason against this 
State, or the United States, was taken up, and 

Read a first time. i 

The Special Committee, to whom was referred a bill, to 
` be entitled, “An act regulating proceedings against persons 
accountable for Public Monies,” through their Chairman, Mr. 
Gillett, reported a substitute therefor, and recommended its 
passage. i 

Substitute read and adopted. 

On motion the bill was ordered to be èngrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Echols, the House adjourned until 
3 o'clock, P. M. 


s THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and, a quorum being present, 

The House proceeded to business. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to secure to every head of a 
family, certain property therein named,” being the special 
order, was taken up, together with the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Miller. 

Mr. Dickson moved that the bill and amendment be refer- 

red to the committee on the Judiciary. 
` Motion lost. 


Question: Shall the amendment proposed by Mr. Miller, to. 


the bill now under consideration of the House, be adopted? 
The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the 

amendment, and stood as follows: ` 
Yeas. Messrs. Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Holland, Ma- 


bry, McClarty, Miller, Mullens, Perry, Rayner, Sadler,- 


Savage, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, Truit, and 
White—18. ` ; - 

Nays.—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Clark, 
Cronican, Dickson, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Irion, Jones, 
Keenan, McCown, McFarland, McNeill, Milican, Muckleroy, 
Noble, Ogden, Perkins, Railey, Redgate, Rose, Russell; Ryburn, 
sublett, and Williams—23. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Pease moved that the bill be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, the caption of the bill was amend- 
. æd.as follows: | 
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“ An act to protect from forced sale, certain property therein 
mentioned.” 

The question then recurred on the engrossment of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Brown, Burroughs, Charl- 
ton, Clark, Dickson, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Eddy, 
Holland, Trion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, Miller, Muck- 
leroy, Mullens, Ogden, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, 
Savage, Stewart, ‘Smith of Rusl, Swift, and Truit—30. 

Nays. Messrs. Barry, Bourland, Cronican, Edwards of San 
Augustine, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, McCown, ‘McFarland, 
McNeill, Milican, Noble, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sad- 
ler, Sublett, White, and’ Williams—21. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Sublett introduced a bill, to be entitled, “ An act for the 
protection of widows and orphans.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Keenan introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act to 
provide for the organization of new counties. 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Barry introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act for the 
relief of owners of slaves, convicted and executed under the 
laws of the State.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Miller presented the petition of R. G. ‘Green, praying 
for land. 

. Petition read, and 
n motion, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 
On motion, the House proceeded to the. i 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, to be entitled, “ An act to create the county of Gray- 
aon,” was taken up, and 

On motion, passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Russell presented a petition from Wm. B. Hughes, pray- 
ing for relief. 

Petition read, and 

On motion, referred to the committee on Claims, and Ac- 
eounts, 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to create the county of 
Leon,” was taken up, and 

Read a 2d time. * 


On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill was referred to a select 
sommittee. 
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The Speaker appointed Messrs.’ Bourlarid, Cooke, Adams, 


Milican, and Barry, to constitute said committee. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to change the line of Fort- 
Bend county.” was taken up, and . ` 

Read a second time. 

Mr, Rayner offered a substitute for said bill. 

Substitute adopted, and 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. - ' 

A bill, to be entitl ed, “An act to establish the county of 

> was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Russell, Chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
made the following report: 


Honorable Edward T. Branch, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, and find the same correctly engrossed : 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to create the county of 
Comal ; yr 

A bill, to be entitled, “ An act to establish the county seat 
of the county of Comal ;? and 

A bill, to be entitled, “ An act to locate the seat of justice 
of Guadalupe county. os 

(Signed, A. J. RUSSELL, 
: ` Chairman., 


Eeport read and accepted. 

A substitute for the bill, to be entitled, “An act to create 
the county of Burleson,” was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the substitute was adopted. 

Mr. Erath then moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Motion carried, and the bill-ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Rose introduced a bill to be entitled, “ An act to provide 
for the location of the county site of the county of Calhoun.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Jones presented a petition of sundry citizens of Mata- 
gorda, memorializing for land. 

Petition read, and 

. On inotion referred to the committee on Education, 

Mr. Bourland made the following report: 

The Select Committee, to whom was reterred a bill, to be 
entitled, “ An act to create the county of Leon,” have had the 
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same under consideration, and have instructed me to repor 
: the bill back to the House, with the accompanying amenc 
ments, and to tecommend the passage of the same, as amende? 
[Signed] WM. H. BOURLAND, 
Chairman. 


& 


Amendments read and adopted, and . 
On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill was passed to a thir 
_ Teading. 

Mr. Burroughs, Chairman of the committee on Enrollec 
Bills, made the following report: . 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, haye examined a bill, to be 
entitled, “An act for the payment of the mileage and per diem 
pay of the members of the Legislature,” and find the same 
correctly enrolled. 

Report read and accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the House adjourned until nine 
o’clock:-to-morrow- morning. : 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Ciry or Austin, THURSDAY, 
March, 12th, 1846. 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and, a quorum being present: 

The House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of:the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Charlton presented a memorial, from the citizens of Lib- 
erty and Harris counties; memorializing for the establishment 
of a new county.’ 

Memorial read, and, 

On motion, referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Barry presented a memorial, from the citizens of Red 
River County—praying for a division of the same. - 

Memorial read, and, 

On motion, referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr, Russell, Chairman of the committee gp Engrossed. Bills, 
made the following renart: . 
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CoMMITTEE Room, 
March 12th, 1846. 


Honorable E. T. Branch, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, and find the same.correctly engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to direct the mode of voting, | 
in all popular elections.” 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, to repeal the laws, creating, or 
relating to, a Board of Medical Censors.” 
T bill, to be entitled “An act, to amend the attachment 

ws” > i - 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to enable the Governor, to fill 
certain vacancies of office, that may hereafter occur.” ` 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for the incorpora- 
tion of all Lodges, of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
of the State of Texas.” : 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to repeal dh act, supplemen- 
tary to an act, authorizing the issuing of Duplicate Land War- 
rants, Discharges, and Head-rights, on certain conditions,” 
and, 
A bill, to be entitled, An act, appropriating three thousand 
dollars, for the contingent expenses of both Houses.of the Leg- 


islature,” 
A. J. RUSSELL, 
Chairman. 

Report read and accepted. 

Mr. Burroughs, Chairman of the committee on Enrolled 
Bills, made the following report: = 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined a bill, to- 

_beentitled, “An act, to make an appropriation for the payment 
of the per diem and mileage pay, of the members of the Leg- 
islature of the State of Texas,” and find the same correctly 
enrolled; and, having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, and the President of the Senate, said bill 
was, this day, presented to his Excellency,the Governor „for his 
approval, 

The committee, have also examined a bill to be entitled, 
“An act, to postpone the holding of the District Courts, in the 
saveral Judicial Districts of this State;” and a bill to be entitl- 
ed, “An act to better define the boundaries of the county of 
Fannin,” and find said bills correctly enrolled; and, having 
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been signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
aud the President of the Senate, they were this day presented 
to his Excellency, the Governor, for his approval. 

Report read and accepted. 

Mr. Erath made the following report: 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be 


‘entitled, “An act, to create and organize the county of Tyler,” 


have directed me to report the accompanying substitute for 
said bill, andto recommend the adoption and passage of the 


same. 
[Signed] G. B. ERATH, 
f i Chairman. 

Report, bill,and substitute received, and laid upon the table» 
to come up in their regular order. 

Mr. Stewart offered the following Resolution: _ 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred a bill, to be entitled, “An act, providing for the organ- 
ization of new counties,” be requested to take into considera- 
tion, the expediency of removing the administrations ofall es- 
tates, or successions, falling within the limits of the new coun- 
ties, from the counties where they were opened, to the Probate 
Court of said new counties. Also, of the removal of succes- 
sions, remaining unclosed—which were opened in counties 
since divided, to those counties where the property of such 
successions mainly lie; or where the same may be administer- 
ed upon, to the greatest advantage. 

Resolution read and adopted. 

Mr. Perkins introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, for the 
benefit of Mi'ton Hicks.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. White introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, defining 
the boundaries and limits of Jackson County.” 

Bill read a first time. . 

Mr. McFar'’and introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An’ act, to 
release the county ofFannin,a of certain portion of the debt of 
said count y, due the county of Grayson.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Pattillo introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to in- 
corporate the Society of Free-Masons.” 

Bill read a Ist time. 

Mr. Erath introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to estab- 
lish the County Seat of Milam County.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Smith, of Harris; offered the following resolution: 
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Resolved, That the committee on Printing, be instructed to 
receive sealed proposals—(until the time fixed for the election 
of Public Printer) for printing --—— copies of the Laws pass- 
ed at the first session of the Legislature; . and - copies of 
the Journals of each House. 

Resolved further, That, with the concurrence of the Senate, 
both Houses will go into the election of Public Printer, on the 
inst., at eleven o’clock a. m. . 

Resolution read, and, - 

On motion, laid wpon the table, one day, for consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Echols, Messrs. Noble and Savage, were 
added to the committee on State Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY: 


A-bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create the county of Leon,” 
was taken up. 

Read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Miller offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on Public Printing, be instruc- 
ted to enquire, whether the documents accompanying the Gov- 
ernor’s message have not been printed; and why they have not 
been furnished this House, &c? andreport,as soon as practicable. 

Resolution read and adopted. 

Mr. Pease moved that the motion made on a previous day, 
for the reconsideration of the vote of the House, on the ‘en- 
grossment of a bill, to be entitled “An act, to secure to every 
head of a family, certain property therein named, from forced 
sale under execution, be again taken up. 

Motion carried, ` i 

The sense of the House was then taken, on the adoption of 
the motion for the reconsideration of the vote, on the engross- 
ment of the bill, and the , 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Pease then offered.a substitute for the bill. 

Substitute read and adopted. . 

Mr. Gray moved, that the word “apparatus” be stricken out, 
wherever it occurs in the bill. | 

Motion lost. Pi F? 

Mr. Pease offered the following asan additional section, io 
epme in after the third section of the bill: 

Sze. 4th,, Be tt further enacted, Thai, all. laws and parts o; 
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laws, conflicting with the provisions of this act, be, and the 
same are, hereby repealed. 

Amendment read and adopted. _ l 

Mr. Miller offered to amend the third section of the bil as 
follows: n oa 

Provided, That the provisions of this section, shall not be 
construed to extend to any citizen, who is a member, or com- 
poses a part of any family, the head of which is entitled to the 
provisions of the preceding sections of this act. 

Amendment rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the bill was laid upon the table, 
until Saturday next, ten o'clock a. m. 

Mr. Bourland offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the rules, laid down in Jefferson’s Parliamen- . 
tary Manual, be adopted, as the standing rules of the House 
of Representatives, where the rules already adopted are silent. 

Resolution read and adopted. 

Mr. Russell offered the following resolution: 


Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of 
Texas, That a committee of six be appointed to confer with a 
like committee on the part of the Senate, to take into conside- 
ration the propriety of instructing our Senators to the United 
States Congress, concerning the “Oregon question ;” and that 
said committee be requested to report, as soon as practicable. 

Mr. Durham moved that the resolution be laid upon the 
table. e 

Motion rejected. f 

Mr. Cazenau moved that the resolution be laid upon the 


table. 


The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. Gaz- 
enau’s motion, and stood as follows: i 


Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Bourland, Burroughs, Caz- 
enau, Clark, Cooke,.Cronican, Durham, Echols, Eddy, Evath, 
Gray, Gillett, Hudson, Jones,’ Mabry, McClarty; McCown, 
McCulloch, McFarland, Pattillo, Perkins, Redgate, Rose, Sad- 
ler, Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, Truit, White, and Williie—36. 

Nays. Messrs. Barry, Brown, Charlton, Dickson, Edwards 


‘ of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Gilliam, Gooch, 


Holland, Irion, Keenan, McNeill, Milican; Muckleroy, Noble,. 
Ogden, Pease, Perry, Rayner, Russell, bublétt, White, and Wil. 


: * liams—21 * 


So-the metion was adopted, . 
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Mr. Jones, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An 
act to define the boundaries of Matagorda county.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Keenan, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An 
act to incorporate the Huntsville Academy.” 

Bill read a first time. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to locate the county seat of 
Grayson county,” was taken up, and 

Read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. McFarland; the bill was second tos 
Special committee, consisting of Messrs. McFarland, Bourland, 
Cooke, Adams, and Barry. 

A message was received from the Seite: informing the 
House of the passage of a bill, to be entitled, “An act to con- 
nect Galveston Island with the main land, at Virginia Point,” 
by that body. 

The House was also informed, that Messrs. Cuney, Phillips, 
and Wallace, were appointed a committee, to confer with a 
like committee on the part of the House, relative to the subject 
matter of difference, between the two Houses, upon a bill to - 
be entitled, “ An act to cede and transfer, all the property, of 
what description soever, &c., &c., to the United States.” 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act for the incorporation of all 
Lodges of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of the State 
of Texas,” was taken up, on its third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Harris, the bill was re-commit> 
ted, toa epee committee. : ; 
The S speaker appointed Messrs. Smith of Harris, Savage, 

Miller, Mabry and Cronican, to constitute said committee. 

Mr. Holland, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An 
act to carry into effect the latter clause of the twenty-second 
section, of the General Provisions of the Constitution of the 
State of Texas.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Ogden presented the memorial of John Sanders, praying 
for reliet. 

Memorial read, and, 

On motion, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act to repeal an act, supplementa- 
ry to an act, aut thorizing the issuing of Duplicate Land War- 
rants, Dischar ges, and Head Rights, on certain conditions,” 
was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

-On motion the House adjourned, until-three o’clock, P. m. 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

. The roll was called, and a quorum being present, 

The House proceeded to business. 

‘Mr. Dickson offered the following Joint Resolution : 

Be it resolved, That our Senators in Congress be, and they 
are hereby, instructed to vote for the resolution, introduced in 
the House of Representatives, giving notice to Great Britam 
of a cessation of joint occupancy of the Oregon Territory ; 
an í 

Be it further resolved, That itis hereby made the duty of 
his Excellency, the Governor, to transmit to our Senators, a 
copy of this Joint Resolution. 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, the Joint Resolution was laid upon 
the table, until eight o’clock, Friday night. 

Mr. McFarland made the following report: : 

The Select committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be 
entitled, “An act to create the coginty of Grayson,” have had 
the same under consideration, and have directed me to report | 
the bill back to thé House, with the following amendment to 
the second section: 

At thejend of the fourth line, add, “arid a separate Land 
District.” 

Amendment read‘and adopted, and the bill passed to a third 

‘reading. s 

Mr. Pease moved, that the vote of the House, (taken on a 
previous day,) adopting the report of the ‘committee, in rela- 
tion to the petition of Joseph McGee, be reconsidered. 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the petition was then referred toa 
Select committee. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Eddy, Gilliam, McNeill, : 
Somn and Edwards of Nacogdoches, to constitute, said com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Sublett introduced a, bill, to be entitled, “An aet to pre- 
vent the commission of crimes and misdemeanors.” 

Bill read a first time. l j ; 

Mr. Tankersly, chairman of the committee on Finance, made ` 
the following report: 


To the Honorable Speaker of 
the House of Representatives: 
The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill, to 
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be entitled, “ An act to raise a revenue by taxation,” have had 
the same under consideration, and a majority of said commit- 
tee, instruet-me to report to the House a substitute for the or- 
iginal bill ; and to respectfully recommend its adoption, ` 
[Signed] . B. Fo 'PANKERSLY, | 


Chairman. 


Report, bill and substitute received and laid upon the table, 
to come up in their regular order. 

Mr. Smith of Rusk, made the following report: 

The Special committee to whom was referred a bill, to be 
entitled, “An act, regulating Roads, Bridges, Ferries, &c.,” 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed 
me to report the accompanying substitute for the original bill, 
and to recommend the adoption: of the same. ` 

Substitute read and adopted. et 

Mr. Smith of Harris, moved that one hundred copies of the 
substitute for a bill, to be entitled, “An act to raise a revenue 
by taxation,” be printed forthe use of the House.. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoptionof Mr. Smith’s 

“motion, and stood as follows: : 

Yeas. Messrs. Adams, Bourland, Barry, Burroughs, Cazen- 
au, Clark, Cocke, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
Eddy, Erath, Holland, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, ° 
MeCown, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Mullens, No-. 
ble, Ogden, Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Rose, Ryburn, Savage, - 

-- Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, White, and Willie—38. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Charlton, Cronican, Dick- 
son, Edwards of San Augustine, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, 
Mauckleroy, Pattillo, Pease, Rayner, Russell, Sadler, Stewart; 
swift, Tankersly, and Williams—19. 

So the motion was carried. 

Mr. Rose introduced a bill to be entitled, “An act for the 
relief of James Gilliam, assignee of Jesse Billingsly.” 

Bil read a first time. 

Mr. Willie introduced a bill, to he entitled, “ An act regula- 
ting appeals to the Supreme Court, in criminal cases.”- 

Bill read a first time. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act appropriating $3,000; for thi 
contingent expenses of both Houses of the Legislature,” war ' 
taken up,- . l 

Read a third time and passed. 

Avbill, to be entitled, “An act to amend the attachment lawe 
was taken up, read a thint =- -7 f 


a 
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un motion of Mr. Burroughs, the bill to be entitled, “An 
.t to limit suits, on claims created and originating beyond the 
-mits of the Republic of Texas, prior to the twenty-third day 
of June, eighteen hundred and forty- five,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to direct the ee of voting, > 
nall popular elections,” was taken up, and 

Read a third time. 

_ Mr. Brown moved that the House adjourn until nine o’elock, 

o-morrow morning. 

The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of Mr. 
Brown’s motion, and stood as follows: oe 

Yeas. Messrs. Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, Echols, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Eddy, Erath, Gooch, Holland, Me- 
Clarty, McCown, MeN eill, Miller, Muckleroy, Noble, Pease, 
Perry, Sadler, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Truit, White, 
and Williams—25, 

Nays. Messrs, Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Cazenau, 
Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Edwards of San Augustine, 
Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Hudson, Trion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, 
McFarland, Milican, Mull ens, Ogden, Pattillo, Perkins, Rayner, 
Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Savage, Smith of Harris, Swift, 
Tankersly and Willie—34. l 

So the motion to adjourn, was lost. 

On motion, a call of the House was then made. 

Mr. Gooch moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 

woruing, nine o'clock. 

-Motion lost. . 

On motion of Mr. Cazenau, the sell of the House was sus- 

anded. 

‘The sense of the House was-then taken on the final passage 

: the bill, and 
The yeas and nays being called, stood as follows: 
Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Burroughs,’ 
“ azenau, Cooke, Cronican, - Durham, Edwards of San Augus- 
ne, Eddy, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Jones, Ma- 
ay, McClarty, McCown, McFarland, Mullens, Ogden, Pattillo, 
arkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Stewart, 
mith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, “‘Sublett, “Pankersly, White, 
nd Willie—39. 

Nays. Messrs. Brown, Charlton, Clark, Dickson, Echols, 

iwards of Nacogdoches, Erath, Hudson, Trion, Keenan, Me- 
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Culloch, McNeill, Muckleroy,. Noble, Pease, Rese, Sadler, Sav- 
age, Swift, Truit, and Williams—21. 

So'the bill passed. 

Mr. Russell, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
made the following report : 


COMMITTEE Room, ? 
March 12th 1846. 


To the Honorable E. T. Branch, . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Engrossed bills have examined the fol. 
_lowing bills, and find the same correctly engrossed : 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act to create the county of Whar- 
ton; ” 

A bill to be entitled, “An act to define the boundaries of the 
county of Port Bend; » - 

A bill to be entitled, s ‘An act to organize the county of Bur- 
leson ;” 

A bill to be entitled, “ cAn act to locate the county seat of Éa 
Vaca county;™ and 

& bill to be entitled, “ An act to enable the County Survey- 
er, of the -county of Rusk, to make a complete map of said 

[Signed] A. J. RUSSEEL. 


Chairman: 


Report read and accepted. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill to be entitled, “ An act to de- 
fine the boundaries of Robertson county.” 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. McCown, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow morning, nine o clock. 


~ 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Crry or Austin, FRIDAY, 
March 18th 1846, 


The House met, pursuant to. adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to. 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Charlton. Clark, 
Dickson, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San 
Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gooch, Holland, Irion, 
Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, 
Mullens,-Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Ray- 
ner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Steven- 
son, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, White, Williams, 
and Willie. . . 

A quorum ‘being present, the House proceeded to business. 

' The Journal of the preceding day, was read and adopted, 

Mr. Rose presented the. petition of James Gilliam. 

Petition read, and’ 

On motion, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Tankersly, Chairman of the committee on Finance, made 


- the following report : : 


To the Speaker of the 
.House`af Representatives : 


The committee òn Finante, having had under consideration 
a bill to be entitled, “An act-regulating and defining the duties 
of Assessors of direct taxes, and revenue of the State of Tex- 
as,” instruct me to report to the House a substitute for the orig- 
inal bill, and to recommend its passage. 


[Signed] B. F. TANKERSLY, 
Chairman. 
Report, bill and substitute received and laid upon the table, 
fo come up in their regular order. ; 
Mr. Keenan, chairman of the commitieee on Education, 
made the following report: 


Commrres Room, 
March 12th, 1846. 


To the Honorable Edward T. Branch, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


Your committee, to whom was referred the petition of the 
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‘sustees of the Matagorda University——asking an appropria- 
‘on for the benefit of their institution—have had the same under 
onsideration, and instruct me to report: 

That, under the present condition of the Finances of the 
Yate, they think it inexpedient to ‘make any appropriations 
or the purposes of education, dther than those by law requir- 
d to be made; and that lands, donated under the provisions 


of the Constitution of the State of Texas, for the use of schools, 
4¢., would, at this time, be unavailable to them. 


They therefore ask to'be relieved from further consideration 
f the subject. 
_ [Signed] ©. G. KEENAN, 


Chairmat. 


Report read and adopted. 


Mr. Irion, Chairman of the committee on ‘County Bounda- 
aries, made the following report: 


. Marcu 18, 1846. 
0 the Honorable Edward T. Branch, 
Speakér of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on County Boundaries have examined a bill, 
o be entitled, “An act to create the county of Hopkins,” and 
iave made the following amendments thereto, with the adop- 
ion of which they recommend the passage of the bill: 

First Amendment. In the third line of the first section of the 
bill, after the word “South,” strike out “Hast,” and insert 
“ West.” . ' e 

Second Amendment. Inthe fourth line of the same section, 
after the werd “county,” strike out the -words, “ thirty-one 
miles South of Red River.” 

Third Amendment. In the fourth line of the second section, 
after the word “of,” strike out the word “ Representation,” and 
insert, in lieu thereof, the word “separate.” * l 

Fourth Amendment. In the fifth line of the same section, 
after the word “Representation,” insert, “and separate Land 
District.” 

A petition from the citizens of Nacogdoches county north of 
the river Neches, praying for the establishment of a mail route; 
and a petition from citizens living in Mercer’s colony, praying 
for relief, and asking for a confirmation of their land titles, ` 

ipon the terms and condition as set forth and prescribed in an 
rdinance made by the convention, have also been investigated 
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and considered. by the ‘committee: ‘They beg leave to report 
them back to the House, and respectfully to recommend, that 
the former be referred to the committee on Post: Roads ‘and 
Mail Routes, and the latteto the committée. on Public Lands. 
[Signed] VEN R. IRION, 
. JE ‘ Ohair: man. 


On motion of “Mr. Bean, that portion of the report relative 
to Mail Routes was adopted. . 

On motion, the balance of said report was laid, upon: the 
table, to come up among the orders of‘ the day. 

Mr. Russell, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report; . 


Coxtarrrez Room, } 
` March 13, 1846. § - 
_ Hon. Edward. T. Branch, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: . 


The committee on ET, Bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, and find the same correctly engrossed : 

_A bill, to be entitled, “An act to create the county of 
Lavaca.” | 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to provide; for fixing the county 
seat of j ustice of the county of Austin; 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act.to locate the county seat of 
De Witt county ;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act defining the duties of the 
Attorney General of the State of Texas; ` 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act defining the duties of District 
l Attorneys?’ ” and 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act regulating the proceedings 
against. persons accountable for public moneys.” 
. [Signed ] 2 A. J. RUSSELL, 
Chairman. 

Report read and accepted. 

Mr. Smith, of Rusk, offered the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the Speaker instruct the Clerk of the ‘House 
to place upon’the journals, the names of all the members pře- 
sent, at each meeting of the House. 

Resolution read and adopted. 

‘Mr. Adams offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on `Puablic Lands inquire inte 
the condition of the. colony settlements, made under any colo- 


The Following 


Page(s) are Not Yet 
Available 


If you hav ardcopy page suitable for scanning, 
fico uld like to we r fro cael 


Thank you. 
1-800-235-4446 


or 
Iimce@Ilmc.com 


148 


A bill, to be entitled, “An act to provide for the protection 

and security of the present county seats of the various coun- 
ties of the State of ‘Texas, that were established and organ- 

ized under the Constitution and laws of the Republic of 
Texas,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on County 
Boundaries. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act for the protection of widows 
and orphans, was taken up, and 

Read a second time. | 

On motion the bill was referred to the, committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A message was received’ from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills, &e. , by that body. 

A “Joint Resolution, instructing our Senators in Congress, 
to apply to the Government of the United States for a copy of 
the Acts and Journals of the Congress, and for a copy of the 
` Decisions of the Supreme Court ;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to remove the disability of 
minority from Louis O. Durst ; ’ and 

“Joint resolution, to provide for the destruction of Ex- 
chequer Bills and Promisory Notes,” redeemed by the Govern- , 
ment. 

A bill, 10 be entitled, “An act to establish the county of 
,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, the bill was referred to a Select 
Committee. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Truit, White,.Swift, Jones, 
and Sadler, to compose said committee. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to provide for the location of 
the county site of the county of Calhoun,” was taken up, and | 

_Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rose, the: blank in the bill was filled by 
inserting “the first day of April.” 

On further motion, the name of “Stores” was stricken out, 
znd “Thomas Duke” inserted.” 

On motion, the bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A “Joint Resolution, instructing our Senators, and requesting 
our Representatives, in the Congress of the United States, to 
procure the establishment of certain mail routes,” was taken 
up, and 

‘Read a second time. 
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Mr, Gilliam moved.to strike the word “ Moggins” out of the 
resolution, and insert “Newgent.” ` . 

Motion carried. | = 

Mr. Russell moved that the solana he referred to a ‘Spe- 
cial committee, comprising members fri om the several judicial 
districts. 

. Mr. Burroughs offered the following as an amendment to 
the resolution: 

“ Route No. Jasper Court House, via Lipscomb ; Nor- 
vel, via Milam, via G. W. Slaughters; Hamilton, via Shelby- 
ville, to Clarksville. 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Holland moved to amend the resolution, so as to read, 
after the. word “Mount” in the eighth section, “ Mourn, to 
Shrevesport, Louisiana.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Erath offered the following, 4: ás an amendment to the 
-resolution : 

“In Route No. —~-, from Independence to.the Falls of the 
Brazos, via Caldwell and the county site of Milam county. 

Amendment adopted: 

The sense of the House was then taken on Mr. Russell’s 
motion for the reference of the resolution, and — 

' The motion was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, another member from each Judi- 

cial Disirict, was added to the said Spetial committee, as fol 


lows: D 
Messrs. Pattillo, one Railey, Smith of Rask, gate, 
Rose, Cazenau, and Barry. da s 


A bill to be entitled, “An act to exempt Fom taxation, twe 
hundred and fifty dollars worth of household furniture,” was 
taken up, and 

- Read a seeond time. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the bill was referred to the commit- 
tee on Finance. 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act, to create the county of Polk,” 
was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, the second section of the bill, 
was amended, so as to read, after the word “ Legislature,” 
“ and separate "Land District.” 

Mr. Dickson ‘moved that the bill be referred t to a Select com- 
mittee. 

On-motian of Mr. White, the word “ suffrage,” in the second 
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section of the bill, before the word “Representative,” was 
stricken out. 

On further motion, the billwas passed toa third reading. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act to authorize parties to suits 
to appear therein, in person,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. l . 

On motion of Mr. Sadler, the bill was referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Barry, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, r. m. ' . 


er * 


a 


THREE O'CLOCK P M. 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Cazenau, Charlton, 
Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacog- 
doches; Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gillett, Gilliam, 
Gooch, Holland, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, Me- 
Cown, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy; Mul- 
lens, Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Rose, Rus- 
sell, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Trait, White, Williams and Willie. 

A quorum being present, the-House proceeded to business. 

A message was received from his Excellency, the Governor, 
through the handsof Stephen .Z Hoyle, Esq., Private Secreta- 
ry to the Exceutive, informing the House that the Governor 
had approved and signed a bill entitled, “ An act to provide an 
appropriation, for the payment of the mileage, and per diem 
pay, of the members of the Legislature of the State of Texas.” 

Mr. Mabry moved that a bill to be entitled, “ An act to raise 
. & revenue by taxation,” be taken up. 

Motion lost. 

A Joint Resolution, concerning the protection of the frontier, 
was taken up, and 

Read a second time. i 
_ On motion, the Joint Resolution was passed to a third read- 
ing. 

On motion of Mr. Edwards of Nacogdoches, the bills crea- 
ting the eounties of Smith and Cherokee, were taken up, and 

Read a second time. T l 
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On further motion, the bills were referred to the committee 
on County Boundaries. 

A. bill to be entitled, “ An act to legalize and make valid, 
the official acts of Chief Justices, while sitting as Boards of 
Land Commissioners, between the first Monday of September, 
eighteen hundred and forty-five, -and the*first day of January, 
eighteen hundred and forty-six,” was taken up, and l 


Read a‘second time. 
‘On motion of Mr, Cazenau, the bill was referred io the com- 


‘mittee on Public Lands. 


A bill to be entitled, “ An act to exclude from office, serving- 
on juries, and from the right of suffrage, all persons who may 
hereafter be convicted, and_upon whom ‘final judgment has 
been executed, of Bribery, Perjury, subornation of Perjury, 
Forgery, Counterfeiting, Grand Larceny, or Treason, against 
this State, orthe United States,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. i 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act to organize the county of Bur- 
leson,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act to create the Sant of Whar- 
ton,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A billto be entitled, “An act, to define the boundaries of 
Fort Bend county,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A‘bill to be entitled, “ An act to locate the county seat of La 
Vaca county,” was taken up, 


Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled, “An actto enable the County Surveyor 
of Rusk county, to make a complete wa of said county,” was 
taken up, and . 

Read a third time and passed.. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill ta be entitled, “An act 
to create the county of Hopkins, ” was taken nS and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Gooch moved that the bill be relemad toa Speal com- 
matte: 

- Motion lost. 

Mr. Bourland moved to amend the bill as follows: 

In the third line of the first section of -the bill, after the word 


- “south,” strike out “east” and insert “west.” 


i 
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In the fourth line of the same section, after the word “éounty,” 
strike out the words “thirty one miles south of Red River.” . 

In the fourth line of the second section of. the bill, ‘after the 
word “of,” strike out the word“ Representation and insett, 
in lieu thereof, the word “separate.” 

In the fifth line of the same section;after the word “ Repre- 
sentation,” insert “and a separate Land District.” 

Also, strike out the entire third section of the bill. 

Amendments adopted, and, 

On motion, the bill was paced to a third reading. 

The substitute for a bill to be entitled, “An act to create 
and organize the county of Tyler,” was taken. up, 

Read and adopted. 

On. motion, the bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

The resolution, offered on yesterday, i instructing the committee 
on Public Printing, to receive sealed proposals, for’ a 

copies of the laws passed by the present Legislatur 

was taken up. j 

Mr. Cazenau moved that the blank be filled with “500.” 

Mr. Pease moved that the blank be filled with “1000.” 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the resolution was laid upon the 
table until, Monday next. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act for the relief of James Gilliam, 
assignee of Jesse Billingsly,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On. motion, the bill was referred to the committee on Public 
Lands. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act regulating appeals to the Su- 
preme Court, in criminal cases,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the Ju. u- 
diciary. 

A bill to be eutitled, “An act to define the boundaries of 
Robertson county,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 7 

On motion of Mr. Milican, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on County Boundaries, 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act to define the limits and boun: 
daries of Jackson county, ” was taken Up, and . 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to he ey 

A bill to be entitled, “An act for the relief of Milton Hicks SS 
was taken'up, and - 

Read a second time, 
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On motion, the bill was.referred to the: committee on Public 
Lands. ~ : 

A bill to be sied «An act to carry into effect the latter 
clause of the twenty-second section of the General Provisions 
of the Constitution.of the State of Texas,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

A billto be entitled, “An act to connect Galveston Island 
with the main land, at Virginia Point,” was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

A billto be entitled, “ An act to establish the county seat of 
Milam county,” was taken up, and ` 

Read a second time.’ ` 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on County 
Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act to incorpor ate the society of 
Free Masons,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Miller, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled, “ An act 
to incorporate the town of, Crockett. 4 

Bill read a first time. 

A bill to-be entitled, “ An aet to release the county of Fan- 
nin from a certain portion of the debt of said county, due the 
county of Grayson,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. ` 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act to incorporate the Huntsville 
Academy,” was taken up, and read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act to define the boundary of Mat- 
agorda county,” was taken up, and `, 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to. be engrossed, 

A bill to be entitled. “ An act to prevent the- comraission of 
crimes and misdemeanors,” was taken up, and . 

Read a second time, et 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the Ju» 
dieiary. 

The substitute for a bill to be entitled, “An act regulating 
Roads, Ferries, Bridges, &e.." was taken up, and as 

Read and adopted, 
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On motion of Mr. Perkins, the bill was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Russell moved that the House adjourn until eight 
o’clock, P. mM. 

Motion lost. i 

On motion of Mr. Durham, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow morning, nine o’clock. 


t 


l ot 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Crry or Austin, SATURDAY, 


~- March 14th 1846, 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, 
Charlton, Clark, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Na- 
cogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath; Gillett, 
Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Hudson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mce- 
Clarty, McCown, McFarland, McNeill. Miller, Milican, Muck- 
Jeroy, Mullens, Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Perry, Railey, 
Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, 
Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, White, “Williams 
and Willie. ` oS — 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Miller presented the petition of Hardy Ware—praying 
for relief. 

Petition read, arid, 

On motion, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the followimg report: 


* 


A 


Committee Room, 
‘March 12th 1846. 


To the Honorable Speaker : 
of the House of Representatives: 


_The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred 4 
bill, to be entitled “An act, incorporating the Angelina Navi- 
gation Company,” with the report of the committee on Inter- 
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nal Improvements—adopted by the House, asking for the opin- 
ion of thé committee on the Judiciary, as to the constitution- 
ality of said bill; have had the same under consideration, and 
instruct me to report, that the question submitted, is one of 
vast importance, requiring a thorough investigation of con- 
stitutional law, in order to give a decided opinion; and that 
they have not the means, at hand, to give that investigation. 

There is a division of opinion, among the members of the 
committee, on the question submitted; but the privilege, asked 
in the bill, is of such short duration; and the object, intended 
to be attained, is.of so great public utility, that, a majority of 
the committee, concur in recommending the bill to the favor- 
able consideration of the House. l l 


[Signed] . P. W. GRAY, ~- 
_ Chairman. 
Report read, and, together with the bill, laid upon the table, 
to come up in their regular order. 


Mr. Tankersly, chairman of the committee on Finance, made 
the following report: 


To the Speaker Ei 
of the House of Representatives: 


_ The committee on Finance, having had under consideration 
a bill, to be entitled “An act, defining the county boundaries of 
Goliad county,” instruct me to return the same tothe House, . 
and to recommend itsreference to the committee on County 
- Boundaries. — l 
Iam, also, instructed by the committee to return to the House 
the petition of Archibald Kell, and to recommend the'same to 
be.indefinitely postponed, the prayer of the petitioner being 
for the privilege of vending merchandise, in the counties of Rusk, 
Nacogdoches and. Houston, without license therefrom. 
[Signed] B. F. TANKERSLY, 
. - Chairman. 
Report, bill, and petition received,and laid upon the table, to 
come up in their regular order. 
Mr. Irion, chairman of the committee on county boundaries, 
made the following report: 


To the Honorble E. T. Branch, ` 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


_ The bill, recommitted to the committee on County Bounda- 
ries, to be entitled “An act, establishing and creating the coun- 
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ty of Panola,” has been examined, and amended as follows; 
and, with the adoption of said amendments, the passage of* the 
bill is recommended. ad ahs 

In the first section of the bill, strike out all after the word 
“thence,” in the tenth line, to the word “thence,” in the fifteenth 
line; and insert the following: i . 

“ With the original line of Rusk county, to the North West 
Corner of Shelby County.” 

In the third section of the bill, strike out all after the word . 
“purchase,” in the seventeenth line, and insert “for said coun- 
ty, such quantity of land, not exceeding one hundred and sixty 
acres, as may be necessary for erecting public buildings, and 
other purposes; or they may receive any amount that may be 
offered as a donation.” " 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

[Signed] : VAN R. IRION, 
l Chairman, 

Amendments adopted, and the bill laid upon the table, to 
come up in its regular order. 

Mr. Sublett, chairman of the committee, on the part of the 
Ifouse, appointed to confer with a like committee on the part 
of the Senate, upon the amendments of the -Honse, to the 
Senate’s bill, entitled “An act, authorizing the Governor of the 
State of Texas, to cede and transfer all public property, of 
what description sover, embraced in, and contemplated by, the 
joint resolutions of the Congress of the United States; aprrov- 
ed, Ist March, 1845,” reported thereon. 

° Mr. Bourland moved, that the Ifouse concur in the report of 
the committee of Conference, so far as relates to striking out. 

Motion carried. : 

Mr, Tankersly moved, that the rule be suspended, in order 
that the substitute might be adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the repart was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Goooh offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That his Excellency, the Governor of the State of 
Texas, be requested to lay before the Legislature, the probable 
amount of the current annual expenses of the State of Texas, 
in the administration of the Government—noting the expen- 
ses of each department of the Goyernment---and, also, the 
amount of money in the Treasury, as near as may be. 

Resolution read, and laid upon the table, one day, for con- 
sideration. 

Mr. Sublett offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee of nine be appointed, on the 
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part-of the House, to be selected by the Speaker in the fol- 
lowing manner, to wit: Three from east of the Trinity river— 
three from between the Trinity and Brazos rivers, and three 
from west of said Brazos river; and that the honorable Senate 
be requested to appoint a like committee, to act in conjunction 
with said committee on the part of the House. The duty of 
said joint committee shall be, to select three of the most suit- 


"+ able and prominent points, in the State, for the holding of the 


Supreme Caurt---and that said committee be required to report 
a bill, to their respective Houses, fixiug the tities and places 
of holding said Supreme Court. ` l 

Resolution read and adopted. - 


Mr. Jones moved, that the vote of the House, just taken on, 
the adoption of the foregoing Resolution, be reconsidered. 

Motion carried. E 

On miotion of Mr. Taukersly, the resolution was laid upon 
the table, until Monday next. i 


Mr. Gronican offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives. ` 
he required to procure a clock, or time-piece, for the use of the 
House. z 

Mr. Miller moved that the resolution be laid upon the table. ' 

Motion carried. 


Mr. McNeill offered the following resolution: . 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary, be requested 
to make a report, to this House, at as early a day as possible, 
on the propriety and expediency, of holding the Supreme Court ` 
at different places in this State. 

Resolution read and adopted. 

Mr. Willie introduced a bill, to be entitled “An act, to create 
to county of “Blox.” | 

Bill read a first time. a 

Mr. Gray moved, that the rule of the House, which requires 
bills to be read on three several days, be suspended, 

Motion lost. 


Mr. Edwards, of San Augustine, by leave, introduced a bill, 
to be entitled “An act, providing forarbitrations and references. 

Bill read a first time. i 

Mr. Redgate, by leave introduced a bill, to be entitled “An 
act, to locate the county seat of Wharton County.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Gillett offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That, whenever there shall be a call of the House 
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it shall be the duty of the Clerk, to note and record the absen- 
tees, on the Journals. i 

Resolution read and adopted. 

Mr. McClarty offered the following resolution: ; 

Resolved, by the Legislature of the State of Texas, That the 
position, taken by President Polk, in relation to the claim of 
the United States’ Government to Oregon Yerritory, is one dic- 
tated by the highest principles of patriotism and political wis- 
dom; and, as such, has given to the American people, renew- 
ed assurance, that unde the administration of James K. Polk, 
American rights will be preserved unmolested; and American 
honor remain untarnished. 

Resolution read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Burroughs, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, to be entitled “An act, to create the eounty of Hop- 
kins,” was taken up. 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the town ef 
Bonham, in Fannin county,” was taken up; and, in compliance 
with the the request of the committee on State Affairs, to 
whom it had previously been committed, the bill was 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill, to be entitled “An act, to repeal an act, to provide for 
the establishment of Peace, and to regulate friendly intercourse 
with Indians,’ was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled’ “An act, to connect Galveston Island 
with the main land, at Virginia Point,” was taken up, and 

Bill read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Tankersly, the bill was referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

A “joint Resolution, concerning the protection of the frontier,” 
was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A joint Resolution, requesting our Senators, in the United 
States’ Congress, to apply to the Government of the United 
States, fora copy of the acts and Journals of the Congress, and 
a copy of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
States;” was taken up, and 

Read a first time. ` 
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A bill, to be entitled “An act,to remove the disability of 
minority from Louis O. Durst,” was taken up, and 
’ Read a first time. _ Co. 

A bill, to be entitled “An act, to create the county of Polk,” 
was taken up, i : 

Read a third time and passed. 

A joint resolution, for the destruction of Exchequer Bills and 
Promissory Notes, redeemed by the: Government,” was taken 


‘up,and ; 


Read a first time. . 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the substitute for a bill, to be 
entitled “An act, to exempt certain property from forced sale,” 
was taken up. = 3 

Mr. McFarland moved, to amend the bill, by inserting; after 
the word “__——,” Be it further enacted, .That the provisions 
of this act, shall not be considered as exempting any of the 
property described, from forced sale for direct or license taxes, 
or any other public dues.” 7 

Mr. White moved to amend the amendment as follows: 


Be it further enacted, That the provisions contained inthe °° 


foregoing sections, shall not be so construed,as to exempt prop- 
erty from forced sale, under execution, where a judgment may 
be obtained, for damages done, fines imposed, or forfeitures, on 
any bond where the State is interested, or for State or county 
tax.” 

Amendment rejected. ` 
Mr. Burroughs moved, to, amend the amendment as follows: 
“Nor for a fine, imposed by any court of competent jurisdic- 

tion.” 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill was laid upon the table, 
to come up, as the special order of the day, on Monday, at 
three o’clock r. m. g 

A bill, to be entitled “An act, to incorporate the town of 
Crockett,” was taken up, and . 
` Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 
Juciciary. l l 
The substitute for a bill, to be entitled “An act, regulating 
and defining the duties of Assessors and Collectors of revenue 

of the State of Texas,” was taken up, and 

Read. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the substitute was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. McFarland, one hundred copies of the 
bil, were ordered to be printed, for the use of the House. 
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On motion of Mr. Clark, the report of the committee ón 
county boundaries, was taken up, and the bill, to be entitled. - 
“An act, to create ‘the county of Panola,” was 

Read and adopted. 

On motion, the bill was then’ read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Brown made the following report: 

The select committee to whom was referred a bill to be en- 
titled, “An act, to create the county of Dallas,” have directed 
me to report the bill back to the House, and to recommend the 
passage of the same. 

Report and bill received, and laid upon the table, to come 
up in their regular order. 

On motion of Mr. Burroughs, the House adjourned, until 
Monday morning, ten o clock. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Ciry or Austirs, MONDAY, 
March, 16th, 1846. 


The House miet, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Burroughs, Charl- 
toh, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edw- 
ards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, 
Gooch, Holland, Hudson, Trion, Keenan, McClarty, McCown, 
McFarland, MeNeill, Miller, Milican, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, 
Pease, Perkins, Perry, ‘Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, 
Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Tankersly, 
Truit, and Williams. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of Saturday the fifteenth instant, was read and 
adopted, 

The Hon. Edward T. Branch, having declined the honor of 
£ longer acting as Speaker of the House of Representatives, ad- 
-. dressed the Touse as follows: 


Gentlemen of the 
House of Representatives : 


The Hon. Wm. E. Crump, the first Speaker elect of this 
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House, I learn, has arrivedin Austin. This gentleman left here 
on the ultimo, upon leave of absence for two weeks, with 
the understanding, both on his part and upon that of, the House, 
that upon his return, he should again resume the Speaker’s. 
chair. The House, for reasons spread upon the journals, have 
deemed it necessary to elect another Speaker, which resulted 
in the choice of myself. - 

Justice, gentlemen, to the Hon. Wm. E. Crump, and respect 
to the opinions of those who differed in opinion with the action , 
of a majority, upon the necessity of electing another Speaker, 
during the absence of Mr. Crump, induce me to tender to the 
House my resignation of the office of Speaker, and respectfully 
request its acceptance. . 

When i reflect, gentlemen; upon the peculiar circumstances 
under which I assumed the duties of this chair, consequent 
upon the diversity of opinion, already referred to, I cannot too 
highly appreciate the courtesy and respect, with which I have 
been treated by every member of this House; and if it has 
been my good fortune to discharge the duties of this chair, 
during the short period I have had the honor to fill it, in a man- 
ner sàtisfactory to all, it can only be attributed to the support 
and assistance I have received at your hands. 

On motion of Mr. McClarty, the resignation of the Speaker 
was accepted. | l ‘ 

On further motion, the House proceeded to the election of a 
Speaker, to fillthe vacancy, occasioned by the resignation of 
the Hon. BE. T. Branch. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the Chair appointed Messrs. Dur- 
ham, Perkins, and McClarty, Tellers. 

Mr. Crump, being put in nomination by Mr. Gray, and there 
being no other nomination, the House proceeded to vote by 
ballot. 

On counting out the votes, it appeared that 

Mr. Crump received 42 votes. 
* Branch “ 14 f 
“ Clark “ 1 “ 

_ mi Gooch sé i e 

Mr. Crump, having received a majority ef all the votes given, 
was declared duly and constitutionally elected Speaker of the 
House of Representatives of the Legislature of Texas. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, a committee was appointed to wait 
upon the Hon. Wm. E. Crump, the Speaker elect, and conduct 
him to the chair. 

Mr. Pease offered the following resolution: 
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Resolved, That the thanks of this House are hereby tendered 
tothe Hon. E. T. Branch, for the able and impartial manner 
in which he has discharged the duties of the office of Speaker, 

Resolution read, and unanimously adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
Ucuse of the passage of a bill to be entitled, “An act to pro- 
tect religious denominations, in the peaceable enjoyment of 
their own mode of Divine Worship.” 

The House was also informed, that the Senate had concur- 
red in the amendments of the House, to a bill to be entitled, 
* An act creating the county of Leon.” 

“And a bill to be entitled, “An act creating the county of 
Grayson.” 

Mr. Williams offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, by this House, That we proceed to the election of 
a Reporter, at four o’clock this afternoon. 

The Honorable Wm. E. Crump was ushered into the Rep- 
resentative Hall, by the committee appointed for that purpose, 
and conducted to the Speaker’s chair; after which, he arose 
and addressed the House in a few chaste and pertinent remarks. 

The question recurred on the adoption of Mr. Williams” 
resolution. 

Mr. Bourland moved to amend the resolution, by inserting, 
“to-morrow, at eleven o’clock.” 

tir. Miller moved that the resolution and amendments, be 
laid upon the table. 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, Mr. Railey was granted leave of 
absence for two weeks. 

On motion of Mr. Cazenau Mr. Howard, aemben elect from 
ihe county of Bexar, came forward, presented his credentials, 
and took the oath prescribed by the Constitution of the State 
of Texas, and his seat. 

Mr. Rose presented a memorial, for the incorporation of an 
Association, to be called “The Texas Monumental Associa- 

tion.’ 

Memorial read, and 

On motion, referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. McClarty, Mr. Howard was added to the 
committee on the Judiciary and Finance. 

On further motion, Mr. Howard was added to the committec 
on Education. 

Mr, Stewart presented a memorial, from a portion of the 
citizens of Montgomery county, praying for a division ef said 
county, 
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Mr. Stewart also presented a petition, from the citizens of 
the same county, praying for the organization of a new county. 

Memorial and petition read, and 

On motion, referred to the Select committee, to whom was 
committed a petition for the division of the same county, on a 
previous day, consisting of Messrs. Truit, Jones, White, Sadler, 
and Swift. 

Mr. Tankersly, Chairman of the cemmittee on Finance, made 
the following report: i a 


. 


To the Honorable Speaker of the 


House-of Representatives : 


The committee on Finance, having had under eonsideration 
a bill to be entitled, “An act regulating and defining the du- 
ties of collectors of the direct taxes and revenue of the State 
of Texas,” instruct me to report a substitute for the original 
bill, and to recommend it to the favorable consideratien of the 
House. 
[Signed] B. F. TANKERSLY, 


Chairman. 


Report, bill and substitute received, and laid upon the table, 
to come up ia their regular order. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: . 


Comanerres. Room, 
March Mth, 1846. 


To the Honorable Speaker of the o 
House of Representatives : 


The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill, (from 
.the Senate,) to be entitled, “An act prescribing and defining 
ihe time, at which all laws, that may be hereafter enacted, 
shalt have, and go into effect,” and instruct me to report the 
same back to the House, with the following amendments: 
First. In the caption of the bill, hetween the words “laws” 
and “enacted,” strke out the words, “that may be hereafter.” 
Second. Strike out all im section first, after the word “Texas,” 
and substitute, “ That every law enacted by the Legislature, 
shall commence and be in force, with the commencement of 
the fortieth day, after the day of the adjournment of the ses- 
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sion of the Legislature, at whieh such law may be passed— 
unless, in the law itself, another time for the commencement 
thereof, be particularly mentioned.” 

With these amendments, the committee recom™ nd the pas- 
sage of the bill. 

They, also, have instructed me,to return to the House, a bill 
to be entitled, “An act to prescribe the time at which laws 
shall go into effect, (which bill originated in the House,) and to 
recommend that it be laid upon the table. 

- [Signed] l P. W. GRAY. 
Chairman. 


Report, bills and amendments received, and laid upon the 
table, to come up in their regular order. 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report; 


March 16th, 1846. 


r 


COMMITTEE Room, 


To the Honorable Speaker of the 
House of Representatives : 


Tke committee on State Affairs, have had under considera- 
tion a bill to be entitled, “ An act to preseribe the time of the 
biennial meeting of the Legislature of the State of Texas,” 
and have made the following amendment thereto, to wit: 

Strike out the word “first,” inthe fifth line of the first sec- 
tion of the bill, and insert “ second.” With this amendment, 
they have instructed me to report the same back to the House, 
and to recommend its passage. 

[Signed ] E. CLARK, 


Chairman: 


Report, biil and amendment received, and laid upon the table, 
to come up in their regular order. 

Mr. Irion, Chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
made the following report: 

The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled, “An act to establish ithe county seat of 
Milam county,” have instructed me to report ihe same back 
to the House, and to recommend its passage. 

Report and bill received and laid upon the table, to come up 
in their regular order. 
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Mr. Holland introduced a bill to be entitled, “An act pro- 
viding for the registration of the separate property of married 
women.’ 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Perry introdticed a bill to be entitled, “ An act requiring 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, to issue patents, 
in certain cases.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Brown introduced a bill to be entitled, “An act to cre- 
ate the county of Henderson.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. McCown introduced a bill to be entitled “ An act to pro- 
vide for the return of surveys, feom new counties, established 
by the first Legislature.” 

' Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill to be entitled, “ An act requir- 
ing the Commissioner of the General Land Office, to issue a 
certificate for six hundred and forty acres of land, to Sam. 
- Davis.” Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill to be entitled, “An act to author- 
ize the Governor to offer a reward ‘for fugitives.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Cazenau introduced a bill to be entitled, “An act for 
the incorporation of the city of Austin.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Miller offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, by the Legislature of the State of Texas, That no ' 


new county be hercafter created, unless upon the petition of 
at least one hundred legal voters, residents within the territory, 
proposed to be formed into such new. county. 

Resolution read a first time. 

Mr. McFarland introduced a bill to be entitled, “ An act 
to create the office of County Treasurer, and to define the du- 
ties thereof.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Cazenau introduced a bill to be entitled, “ An act forthe 
relief of Master Builders and Mechanics of Texas.” 

Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Perkins moved that the House stand adjourned, antil l 


three o’clock, r. m. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. Per- 
kins’ motion, and stood as follows: + 

Yeas. Messrs. Adams, Branch, Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, 
Cazenau, Gooke, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Edwards 
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of Nacogdoches, Eddy, Gillett, Gooch, Hudson, Jones, McCown, 
McFarland, McNeill, ‘Muckler oy, Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Per- 
kins, Redgate, Ryburn, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Williams, and 
Willie—30. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Charlton, Clark, Echols, 
Edward of San Augustine, Gray, Gilliam, Irion, Keenan, Miller, 
Milican, Mullens, Ogden, Perry, Rayner, Rose, "Russell, ‘Sadler, 
Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Swift, T ankersly, Truit, and 
White—26. 

So the motion to adjourn, was carried. 


Saeed 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Bourland, Brown, Charlton, Clark, 
Cronican, Dickson, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Eddy, 
Frath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, 
McCown, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Mullens, Noble, 
Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Sadler, Savage, 
Stevenson, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, 
Tankersly, Truit, White, Williams, and’ Willie. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

Mr. Smith of Harris, made the following report : 

The special committee, to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled, “ An act to prov ide for the i incorporation of all Lodges, 
of the Independent Or eder of Odd Fellows,” have directed me 
-to report the same back to the House, with amendments ; with 
the adoption of which, they y recommend the passage of the bill. 

Report, bill and amendments received, and laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the J udiciary, made . 
the following report: 


A CommıTTEr Room, 
- March 16th, 1846. 
To ihe Lionorable Speaker of 
the House of Representatives: 


The committee on the Judiciaty, to whom was referred a 
bill to be enue “An act to limit suits on: claims, created 
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and originating beyond the limits of Texas, prior to the twenty- 
third day of June,eighteen hundred and forty-five,” have had the 
same under consideration; and a majority of the members of the 
committee, present at the consideration, have instructed me to 
report the enclosed substitute, entitled, “An act to limit suits, 
on claims contracted between parties, non-residents of the Re- 
public of Texas; which fell due on or before the twenty-third 
day of June, eighteen hundred and forty-five.” The adoption 
and passage of which substitute, they respectfully recommend. | 
To the foregoing report, the minority-of the committee, 
present at the consideration of said bill, respectfully dissent, 
and desire their names to be mentioned in this report. - 
The minority consists of the Chairman, E. M. Pease, and S. 
A, Miller. - 
. All of which is respectfully submitted, for the consideration 
of the House. 
[Signed] Í P. W. GRAY, 


Chairman. 


Report, bill, and substitute received, and laid upon the table. - 
to Come up in their regular order. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
made the following report: 


Coammrres Room, 
March 16th 1846. . 


To the Honorable E. T. Branch, Eas 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill, (from 
the Senate,) to be entitled, “An act to exclude from office, 
. serving on juries, and from the right of suffrage, all persons 
who may hereafter be convicted, and upon whom final judg- 
ment has been executed, of bribery, perjury, subornation of- 
perjury, forgery, counterfeiting, grand larceny, or treason 
against this State, or the United States,” and have instructed 
me to report the following amendmenis thereto, viz: 

First. In the caption, strike out the words, “and upon 
whom final judgment has been executed.” Also, strike out 
the word “grand,” before “larceny,” and insert the words, “or 
other felony,” after the word “larceny.” l 

Second. In the third line of the first section, strike out the 
words, “and upon whom final judgment has been executed.” 
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In the fifth line of the same section, strike out the word 
“grand,” before “larceny,” and insert the words, “or other 
felony,” after the word larceny. 

Third. Strike out the whole of the second section of the 
bill. i l 

The committee instruct me to report, that they recommend 
striking out the words, “and upon whom final judgment has 
been executed,” because those words are a limitation upon the © 
express direction of the Constitution, as expressed in the fourth 
and seventh sections of that instrument. 

They further instruct me to report, that so far as one or two 
of the crimes, named in the bill, are concerned, they cannot 
see how it would be possible for any one, convicted and pun- 
ished for those crimes, to hold office, serve on juries, or vote: 

[Signed. | P. W. GRAY, 
Chairman: 


Report, bill, and amendments received, and laid upon the 
table, to come up in their regular order. 

On motion -of Mr. Dickson, Messrs. Erath and Bourland 
were added to the committee on the Land Office. 

Mr. Pattillo introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act to regu- 
late the time and mode of electing county officers, and fixing 
their term of office.” j 

Bill read a first time. l 

Mr. Willie introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act to pre- 
scribe the mode of authenticating the answers to interrogato- 
ries, taken without the limits of this State.” “oe 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Gray introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act to avoid 
further confusion in the land system of Texas.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill, td.be entitled, “An act authori- 
zing the issuing and re-approval of land warrants.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Smith, of Rusk, introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An 
act for the relief of Seth Marvin.” 

Bill read.a first time. 

Mr. Smith, of Rusk, also introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An 
act for the relief of E.G. Rector.” 

Bill read a first time: 

On motion of Mr. Tankersly, the House proceeded to the 
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A bill, to be entitled, “An act to remove the disability of 
minority from Louis O, Durst,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Gillett, the bill was laid upon the ne 
until the 15th of June. 

A “Joint Resolution, instructing our Senators in the Con- 
eress of the United States, to apply to the Government of the 
United States, for a copy of the Acts and Journals of the 
Congress, and for a copy of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Tenker, the Joint Resolution was refer- 
red to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A “Joint Resolution, to provide for the destruction of 
Exchequer Bills and Promisory Notes, redeemed by the Gov- 
ernment,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, of Mr. Mabry, the Joint Resolution was referred 
to the committee on Finance. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to create the county of Blox,” 
was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Sadler, the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to create the county of Whar- 
ton,” was taken up, 

t | Read a third time, and passed. 

A “Joint Resolution (introduced on a previous day) relative 
to ‘he position taken by the Presideut of the United States on 
the question of the Oregon Territory,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the Joint Resolution was ; ordered to be engrossed. 
© A bill, to be entitled, “An act to authorize the Governor to 
make the necessary prepar ations to transfer to the United 
States certain property,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the bill was amended as follows: + 

After the word “enacted,” insert, "by the Legislature of the 
State of Texas.” 

‘On motion of Mr. Gray, the bill was further amended, as 
follows: 

“ Provided, however, That nothing in this act, or in the deed, 
or deeds, made in pursuance thereof, shall be so construed as 
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to prevent the execution of any process whatever, by the 
officers of this State, in the jurisdiction hereby authorized to 
be ceded.” 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill was ordered to he en- 
grossed. 

Mr. Bourland offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is expedient, in order to facilitate the busi- 
ness. of the House, that the Enrolling and Engrossing: Clerks 
shall be under the control of the Speaker and the Chief Clerk 
of the House, to assist in the general business, when not 
employed in duties pertaining particularly to their respective 
offices. 

Resolution read and adopted. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act providing for arbitrations and 
references,” was taken up, and 

- Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to create the county of Dallas,” 
was taken up, and 

On motion, passed to a china reading. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, Mr. Cazenau was added to the 
ms on Public Lands. 

A “Resolution (offered on a previous day) requiring his 
Excellency, the Governor, to lay before the Legislature cer- 
tain information,” was taken up, 

Read, and adopted. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act fixing the time when all laws 
shall have, and go into effect,” with the amendments thereto, 
offered by the committee, was taken up. 

Amendments read and adopted. 

On motion, the bill was then passed to a third reading. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to authorize parties to suits 
to appear therein in person, * with the amendments thereto, 
proposed by the committee, was taken up, 

Amendments read and adopted. 

On motion, the bill was passed to a third reading. 

: A bill, to be entitled, “An act to prescribe the time of the 
biennal meeting of the Legislature,” as amended, was taken 
up, and read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to establish the county seat 
of Milam county,” was taken up, and N 

Read a second time. 
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On motion of Mr. Erath, the bill was ordered to be enm 
vrossed. 
” On motion of Mr. Dickson, the House adjourned until ten 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Crry or Austin, TUESDAY, 
March 17th 1846. 

The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, Brown, 
Burroughs, Cazenau, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Dickson, Durham, 


| lett, Tankersly, Truit, White, Williams, and Wiilie. 


A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
_ Mr. Pease presented the memorials of General James Ham- 
ilton, James Holford, and William S. Whitmore—memoriali- 
zing for relief. ae 

Mr. Pease then offered the following resolution, with accom- 
panying documents : l 

Resolved, That the memorials of James Hamilton, James 
Holford, and William S. Whitmore, be, and the same are 
hereby, referred to a Select committee, of five; and that the 
Senate be requested to appoint alike committee, to act jointly 
with the committee of this House. s 

Resolution read and adopted. 

The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Pease, Bourland, How- 
ard, Gray, and McNeill, to compose said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, Mr. Jones was added to the com- 
mittee on the Land Office. 

Mr. Irion, Chairman of the committee on County Boundaries; 
made the following report: 
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The committee on County Boundaries, to whom vras. referred 
a bill to be entitled, “ An act to define the boundaric:s of Rober. 
son county,” have directed me to report the same back to the 

_ House, with the following amendments: 

Insert, after the word “river,” in the eighth ine of the first- 
section, e twenty-five hundred varas above,” and strike out the 
word c to,” in the same section. 

The committee have, also, had under consa anicon: a bill to 
be entitled, “ An act, to provide for the protection of county 
seats, established under the Constitution and Laws of the Rs- 
public of Texas,” and have instructed me to report the bill 
back to the House, with the subjoined amendments: 

Strike out all after the word “and,” in the eighth line of 
the first section, to the word “the,” a the twelfth line of the 
same section. 

The committee have, also, considered a bill to be entitled, 
“ An act creating the county of Smith,” and have directed me 
to substitute the following, as amendments to the same: 

Strike out all, after the words to “wit,” in the fourth line of 
the first section, to the word “be,” in the fifteenth line of the 
same section, and insert the following, in lieu thereof: 


“Commencing at a point on the Sabine river, thirty miles 
distant, on astraight, or direct line, from the north-western corner 
of Rusk ; thence, due south, to the Neches river; thence, down 
said river, to a point on said river, due west from the north- 
west corner of P. E. Bean’s west four league survey; thence, 
due east, to the north-west corner of said survey; thence, along 
the northern boundary line of said survey, fo the north-east 
corner of the same; thence, due east, to the western boundary 
line of Rusk county ; thence, north, with the said line, to the 
north-west corner of said county, on the Sabine river; thence, 
up said river, with its meanderings, to the place of beginning” 
Also, add, in the ninth section, after the word “ Representa- 
tion,” in the fourth line, “and the right of having a separate 
Land District.” 


The committee have, also, had under consideration, a bill to 
.be entitled, “An act to create the county of Cherokee,” and 
aes directed me to submit the following, as amendments to 
the bill: 


Strike out all, after the words “to wit,” in the fourth line of 
the first section ot the bill, to the word “be,’? in the seven- 


teenth line of the-same section ; and insert the following, in 
lieu thereof: 
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Commencing in the Neches river, ona league 6f land gran- 
| tedto Barbary C. Lewis, at a point due west from the North 
|; East Corner of a four league suervey, made for P. E. Beanp 
| thence, due east, to the north west corner of said survey; thence 
along the northern boundary line of said four league survey, 
to the north east corner 'of the same; thence due east, to the 
western boundary line of Rusk county; thence south, with 
said line, to the south west corner of said county; thence east 
along the southern boundary line of the same, to the Angelina 
river; thence down said river, with its meanderings, to a point 
where a line running south, fifty degrees west, to the Neches 
river, with its meanderings, to the place of beginning. Also, 
amend the tenth section of the same bill, by adding, after the 
word “Representation” in the fourth line, “and the right of a 
separate land district. : 

With these amendments, the foregoing bills are respectfully 
recommended to the favorable consideration of the House.- _ 
[Signed] ` VAN R. IRION, 

f Chairman. 

Repọrt, bills and amendments received, and laid upon the 
table, to come up in their regular order. 

i Mr. Russell, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bilis, 
made the following report: 


Commirrer Room, | 
March 17th 1848. 


” 


Honorable Win. E. Crump, | 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, and find the same correctly engrossed: 

A bill to be entitled, “An act defining the boundaries 
and limits of Jackson county.” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the Huntsville 
Academy.” ; 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to release the county of Fan- 
ninfof a certain portion of the debt, due to the citizens of that 
portion of the said county—now the county of Grayson.” l 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to define the boundaries of 
Matagorda County.” l . p. 
A bill, to be entitled, “An act, the better te’define and fix the 
county of Victoria.” 
a Bil, to be entitled, “An act, to create the county of Cal- 
coun. : 
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A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to repeal an act, to provide for 
the establishment of peace, and to regulate friendly intercourse 
with Indians-—-approved 14th January, 1843.” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create and organize the 

, county of Tyler;” and 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for the location of 

the county site of the county of Calhoun.” 
[Sigued} A. J. RUSSELL, 
i l Chairman.’ 

Report read and accepted. 

On motion, of Mr. Russell, Mr. Eddy was added to the 
committee on Engrossed bills. 

Mr. Bourland, Chairman of the Select Committee, to whom 
was referred a bill, to be entitled, “An act to re-orgdnize San 
Patricio county,” reported the bill back to the House, with the 
following amendment: n 

“Strike out the entire third section of the bill.” 

With this amendment, the committee recommend the pas- 
sage of the hill. 

Report, bill, and amendment, received, and laid upon the 
table, to come up in their regular order. 

Mr. Truit, Chairman of the Select Committee, to whom was 
referred a bill, to be entitled, “An act to create the county of 

;’ reported the bill back to the House, with the sub- 
joined amendment: 

Substitute the following for the first section of the bill: 

Section Firsr. Be rt enacted by the Legislature of the State 
of Texas, That a new eounty be established, to be known 
and distinguished by the name of Waker, the boundaries of 
which shall be as follows: 

Beginning at Robins’ Ferry, on the Trinity, where the San 
Antonio road erosses the same; thence, with said road, to 
the north east corner of a survey of land, in the name of 5. G. 
Clipper; thence, in a straight line, to the South Bedai Creek, 
to a point where the La Bahia road crosses the same; thence, 
in a straight line, to the north west corner of a survey of two 
thirds of a league of land, in the name of J. H. Collard; thence, 
iu a straight line, to,a point in San Jacinto river, three miles 
below the mouth of East Sandy Creek; thence, east, to the 
line of anew county, to be called Polk; thence, with the lines 
of said new county, to the Trinity river; thence, up the mid- 
dle of said river, to the place of beginning.” ` 

With this amendment, the committee recommend the pas- 
caze of the bill. 
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Report, bill and amendment anwa and laid upon the fä- 
ble, to come up in their regular order. 

Mr. Clark introduced a bill to be entitled, “An act to au- 
thorize the Governor to employ a Private Secretary. i 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Irion introduced a “Joint Resolution, for the pay of W. 
H, Ewing, Chief Justice of Washington county, for services, 
as a witnessin the contested election, between L. G. Dupree 
and Albert G. Haynes.” 

Joint resolution read a first time. 

My. Perry introduced a bill to be entitled, “An act for the 
relief of the heirs of Sam. Sheffield.” 

Bill read a first time. ia 

Mr. Stewart introduced a bill to be entitled, “ An aet requir- 
ing the Sheriff of the county, wherein the Supreme Court may 
be held, to serve and attend upon the ‘Supreme Court,” 

Bill read a first time, 

Mr. Cooke introduced a “Joint Resolution, concerning roads 
in Robertson county,” 

Joint Resolution read a first time. 

Mr. Swift introduced,a bill, (accompanied with a petition,) 
tobe entitled, “An‘act for the ao pon of a certain child, 
therein named. l 2 

Bill read a first time. 

Onmotion, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY, 


On motion of Mr. Branch, the bill to be entitled, “ An act 
exempting certain property from forced sale, under execution,” 
wes taken up. 

Mr. McFarland moved to amend the pill as follows: 

“ Be it further enacted, That the provisions of this act, shall 
not be construed, as exempting any of the articles herein de- 
scribed, from forced sale for License or Direet taxes, or any 
other public dues.” 

Mr. Branch moved to strike out of Mr. McFarland’s amend- 
ment, the words, “or any other public dues.” 

The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the mo- 
tion, and stood as follows: 

F, eas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, 

rown, Cazenau, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dupree, 
Durham, chols, ‘Edwards of N acogdoches, Erath, Gray, Gil- 
lett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Howard, Trion, Jones, Keenan, 
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Mabry, McClarty, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Ogden, Pattillo, 
Pease, Perkins, Rayner, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stew- 
art, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, Truit, and Williams—45, 

Nays. Messrs. Burroughs, Dickson, Edwards of San Augus- ` 
tine, Eddy, Hudson, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Noble, Perry, 
Redgate, Rose, Stevenson, Sublett, White, and Willie.—17, 

So the motion was carried. 

Mr. Burroughs offered to amend the amendment of Mr. Me- 
Farland, as follows: ` : i 

“Nor for a fine, imposed by any ecurt, of competent juris- 
diction.” 

The Chair decided the amendment, offered by Mr. Burroughs, 
to be out of order—the substance of the same having been 
embraced in the latter part of the amendment offered by Mr. 
McFarland; and that part having been stricken out. 

Mr. Burroughs appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

The sense of the House was taken on Mr. Burroughs’ appeal, 
and the decision of the Chair sustained. ` 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. McFarland. a 

On motion, of Mr. Tankersly, the bill was referred to a 
Special Committee. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Tankersly, Clark, Rose; 
Branch, and Bourland, to compose said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Cazenau, the substitute for a bill, to be 
entitled, “An act defining and regulating the duties of Assess- 
ors and Collectors,” was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. McCown, one hundred copies were ordered 
to be printed, for the use of the House. i 

On motion of Mr. Tankersly, Mr. Howard was added to the 
Special Committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be entitled, 
“An act exempting certain property from forced sale under 
execution.” 

On motion of Mr. Dupree, Messrs. Redgate and Gray were 
added to the same committee. 

Mr. Bourland, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An 
act to give notice to legal land claimants.” 

Bill read a first time. > l 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bill by that body, 

A bill, to be entitled, “An aet to change the venue in civil 
and criminal cases.” 

The House was also informed of the refusal of fe Senate 
to concur in the amendments (proposed: by the House,) to a 
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part’of the House, on n the memorials of Gen. James Hamilton 
and others. | 

Mr: Gray, Chairman of. the committee ` on the > Judiciary, 
made the following report: . 


- Commrrrer’ Room, 
, March 17 1846. | 
Hon. Edward. T Branch, - ` 5 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: . 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill, to be entitled, “An act to prescribe the miode ‘of summon- 
ing ‘Grand and Petit Juries,” and a bill,to be entitled, “An act 
to create a J ury Fund,” have: duly considered the same, and 
have instructed me to report the enclosed substitute for said 
bills, entitled, “An act regulating Juries, ” the “passage of 
which they: recommeénd. ~ 

- The substitute herewith reported, contains all the provisions 
of our present laws, with such amendments and modifications, 
as expérience has ‘shewn to ‘be necessary, and also provides « 
fund’ for the payment of ‘Petit Jurors. ` 

Report, bills, and substitute received, and laid upon the table, 
- to come up in ‘their regular order. ’ 

On motion ‘of Mr. Irion, ‘the House adjourned until three 
„o'clock, Pime > , * . 

[Signed] o P. wW. GRAY, 
eo o CE - a ` Chairman, 


“THREE o ‘LOCK r: M. 


The House met , pursuant to adjournment. -. 
The roll:wäs called; aŭda quorum being present, 


The House. proceeded to.business. | - : 
‘On motion,;-a bill; to be entitled an. act to raise. a. reyenue 


by direct. taxation; was taken up, it being t the. Special order af 
the day. < - 


T 


Mr. Porou moved that the bill pe. taken up by sections, s 
Motion carried. l 
The first section, of the pill Da under consideration, 

Mr. Gray moved to insert after the word “tax,” in the third 
line, the words, at the rate of —— a ` 

Amendment adopted. i 

Mr. Bourland moved to fill thie blank: in the thir litte, with 

“twenty.” 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. Bour- 
land’s amendment, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs, Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, 
Cazena¥, Cooke, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Edwards of San 
Augustine, Gray, Gilliam, Howard, Hudson, Keenan, McFar- 
land, McNeill, Miller, Mullens, Ni oble, Perry, Rayner, Rose 
Ryburn, Sadler; Savage, Stewart, Swift, Tankersly Truitt, 
y illiams and Willie—33: 

‘Nays. Messrs. Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, Echols, Edwards, 
of Nacogdoches, Gooch; ‘Holland, Trion, Jones, Mabry, McCown, 

Milican,:Muckleroy, Pattillo; Pease, Perkins, ; Redgate, Russell, 
Smith of Rusk, Sublett, and White—23. `. 

othe amendment was adopted. ° 

‘A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
{fouse of the passage of the following bills, by that body. 

A pill, to be entitled “An act,. to direct the mode of voting, 

_in all popular elections ” 

Abill, to be entitled “An act, appropriating three thousand : 
dollars, for the contingent expenses-of. both Houses of the Leg- 
islature,” with an amendment—in which they respectfully: ask 
the concurrence of the House, ‘Also, a. bill, to be entitled, 
“An act, defining the duties. of. State Treasur er;” with amend- 
ments—in which, they also ask the concurrence of the H ouse. 

The first section of a bill, to be entitled, An act, to raise 4 
revenue by direct taxation,” being under consideration of the 
House. 

Mr. Gillett moved, to amend thesection, by adding the follow- 
ing: 

. Provided, however, That there shall be no less value set up- 
on the land, than one dollar por: acre. : 

Amendment rejected. `. 

The first section of the bill was. then adopted, as amended 

T'he second section of .the bill was.then taken up.: 

| . Mr. Russell moved, to amend the Section, by. inserting in the 

f third line, after the word “Indians,” the words “not Voters." : 
‘Amendment rejected. i 
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Mr. Clark moved; to amend the séction by striking ` oùt, the 
wor ds “one dollar,” wherever they occur, -and inserting “fifty 
cents.” =` 

‘The yeas and. nays were ‘called, on the adoption of the amend- 
ment, and stodd as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Brown „Burroughs, Charlton, 

Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dupree, Echols, Edwards, of Nacag- 
doches, Erath, Gooch, Holland, rion, Mabry" MeCown, Mce- 
Farland, Miller, Milican, Mullens, Pattillo, Perry, Redgate, 
Russell, Ryburn, Savage, Truitt, and Wil liams-“30. 

' Nays.- Messrs: Adams, Barry; “Bourland, Cazénau, Dickson, 
Edwards, of San Augustine, G xray, Gillett, Gilliam, Howard, . 


Hudson, J ones, Keenan, MeN eill, Muckleroy,. Noble, ‘Ogden, 


Pease, Perkins, Rayner, "Rose, Sadler, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, 
Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, White and Willio—29, 

So the amendment was adopted. -.. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the- 
House that the Senate-had. recommittėd a bill, to be entitled ' 
“An act, to cedé certain property to the United ‘States &¢.,” to 
the committee of Conference; and requesting a like action on 
the part of the House. 

. The second section of the. bill. under sonsideration of the 
House, was then adopted, as amended. .... . 

Mr. Sadler moyed, that the third-seetion of the dill be strick- 
en out. 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of. Mr. 


-Sadler’s motion, and stood ag follows: : - 


_ Yeas. Messrs, Speaker, Adams s Barry, Branch, Brown, Caze- 
nau, Charlton, Clark, ‘Cooke,. Croniean, Dickson, Edwards åf 
Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augüstine, Erath; “Gilliam, 
Gooch, [folland, Irion, Jones, Keenan; McCown, McFarland, 
MeNe eill, Miller, Milican, Mackleroy, Mullens , Ogden, Pattillo, 
Perry, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Sub- 
lett, Truitt, Willians and Willic—39. . 

Nays. Messrs. . Bourland, Burroughs, Dupree, Durham 
Kichols, Gray,. Gillett, Howard, Hudson, ] Mabry, Noble, Pease, 


Perkins, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Ryburn, Swil t and ‘Tankersly 


prerene. 


a a. 


So, the motion: was. earrjed, ‘and the third section ‘of the bilt 


` stricken, out, 


Mr. Jones offered, the following « as a. a substitute for the section 
just stricken’ Qut: 


See ITION ‘Taian, e it ‘further enacted, That there, shall be 
tissessed ond enaa of every person having money loaned 
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at interest, a tax, of one half of one per.cent, upon the amount, 
so loaned on interest.” - bee S 

Mr. Branch moved to amend the amendment, by striking out 
all after the words “a tax of,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, 
“twenty cents upon every hundred dollars, so loaned on. interest,” 

Amendment adopted. | 

The sense of the House was then taken, upon the adoption 
of the substitute for the third section of the bill, as amended, 
and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Brown, 
Burroughs, Cazehau, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dick- 
son, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, 
Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Howard, Hudson, 
Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McCown, McNeill, Miller, Muck- 
leroy, Mullens, Noble, Ogden, Pease, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, 
Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, 
Sublett, Tankersly, Truitt, and Willie—50. 

Nays. Messrs, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Gillett, McFar- 
land, Milican, Pattillo, Perkins, Rese, Swift, White, and Wil- 
liams—10. ` 

So the substitute was adopted, l 

‘The fourth section of the bill was then taken up. 

Mr. Bourland moved to strike out the words, “ person or per- 
sons,” wherever they occur in the section, and insert, in lieu: 
thereof, the word “ company.” 

Amendment rejected. i 

Mr. Russell moved to amend the section, by adding, after 
the-word “person,” in the second line, “or-pergons, being the 
proprietor or proprietors of a company.” 

Amendment adopted. - l 

Mr. Tankersly moved to amend the section, by striking out, 
after the word “dollars,” in the fourth line, the words, “for 
each and every person pursuing such occupation.” g 

Amendment adopted. i 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the refusal, of that body, to concur in the amendment 
of the House, to a bill, to be entitled, “An act, creating. the 
eounty of Hopkins ;” and that the. Senaté had appointed a 
committee of conference, consisting of Senators, Williams, Bag- 
by and Scott, to confer with a like.committee, on the part of 
the House, relative to the subject’ of disagreement.” The 
House was also informed, that the Senate had passed a bill, to 
be entitled, “ An act, defining the duties of State Treasurer’ — 


4 


| 
| 


4 
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with amendments—in which, the concurrence of the House, 
was respectfully asked. ° . oe 

The -House. then resumed the consideration of the fourth 
section of a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to raise a revenue by 
direct taxation. a: 

Mr. Willie moved, to amend the section, by adding, after the 
ninth line, “ And, also, a tax of one fifth of one per cent., upon 
the annual amount of the, sales, of such wholesale merchants.” 

Amendment rejected. : . 

Mr Durham moved, to strike’ out, in the ninth line of the sec- 
tion, the words “one hundred,” and insert, in lieu thereof, the 


word “ fifty.” - 


- Amendment rejected, r : 

Mr. Tankersly moved, to strike out “one hundred,” and in- 
sert “one hundred and twenty-five.” 

` Amendment rejected. 

Mr. McNeill moved, to amend the section, by inserting in 
the ninth line, after the word “ wholesale.” the words, “or at , 
wholesale and retail.” . 

Amendment adopted. T 

Mr. Burroughs moved, to strike out the clause, included in 
tenth and eleventh lines. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. Bur- 
roughs’ amendment, and stood as follows: l 


Yeas. Messr. Burroughs, McCown and Truitt—3. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, 
Brown, Cazenau, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Croniéan, Dick- 
son, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, . 
Holland, Howard,- Hudson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, 
McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, 
Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, 
Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of 
Houston, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, White, 
Williams and Willie—56. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr Miller moved, to amend the section, by inserting, after 
the word “dollars,” in the eleventh line, the words, “ for gach 
and every establishment.” —_- i os 

Amendment adopted. ee 

Mr Stewart moved, to insert, after the word “ person,” in the 


` eighth line, the words, “or firm ;” also, to insert the words, “or. 


firm,” after the word “person,” in the tenth line. 
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Mr. Gilliam moved, to amend-the section, by inserting, in the 
eleventh line, after the word “ dollars,” 


“Provided, that the term ‘occupied; ? shall not meena to an 
person, aog capital, invested, shall be less than two hundred 
dollats.” a e 

Amendment rejected. a 

Mr. Mullens moyed, to amend, by- striking out ae twenty-five? 
and inserting “fifteem.”’ . 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Stewart moved, to insert, after thie word 1 “porson,”i in the 
twelfth line, the words, “or firm.” ; 

Amendment adopted, s 

Mr. McNeill moved, to insert, after the word “dollars, ”in the 
fourteenth line, the words, “for each and every establishment.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Willie moved, to strike out “twenty- five,” after the 
words “ direct tax of, ” in the thirteenth line, and insert, in lieu 
thereof, “ fifty.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Russell moved, to insert, after the word “dollars,” in the 
sixteenth. line, the. words, “for each and every establishment.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Barry moved, to strike out “fifty,” in the sixteenth Tine, 
and insert “seventy- ‘five.’ 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Gray moved, to insert, in the eighteentli line, after the 
word “dollars”—*“in each and every county, in which He ex- 
poses his goods,ifor sale.” 

- The yeas and-nays were called, on the PIHE of Mr. 
Gray’s amendment, and stood as follows: 


Yeas. Messrs, Speaker, Brown, Charlton, Giese Cooke, 
Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Eddy, Gray, Gil- 
lett, Gilliam, Holland, Jones, Keenan, ‘McFarland, McNeill, 
Miller, . , Milican, Muckleroy,. Mullens, Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, - 
Perry, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Smith of 
Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit and Willie.—39. j 

Nays. Messrs, Barry, Branch, Bourland, Cazenau, Edwards 
of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Erath, Gooch, 


Howard, Irion, Mabry, McCown, Pease, Perkins, Rayner, Rose, 
Stewart, White and Williams—19. 


So the amendment was adopted. 


motion of Mr. ee the House’ adjourned, stil 
to-morrow morning ten Q .elock, , - | 


s 


my 


, , HOUSE OF ' REPRESENTATIV ES,. 
Se Mee * Orry‘ oF Aust, WEDNESDAY, ° o 
es . March: isth, 1846,” 

The House met, pursuant to sapien 

The roll was called, and the following members avad 
to their hames: ` ; 

Messrs. Speaker, ‘“Adains, Barry, Branch, Bourland, Brown, 
Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Dickson, Dupree, : Darham:. 
Echols, Edwards: of -San’ Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gill- 
ett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Hudson, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, 
McClar ty, Mullens, Noble, Ogden, Pattillo; Perkins. ‘Perry; Ray- 
ner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Sadler; Savage, Stevenson} Smith: 
of Harris, Smith of Rusk; "Swift, Sublett, Pankey Pruitt, 
White, ‘Williams, ‘and Willies pet 4 
- A quorum being present, the Hose nvoneedad G bisiiess: ‘ 

The Journal of the preceding. day was. read and adopted. 

Mr. McNeill presented the petition of John Johnson, pray- 
ing for relief. 

Petition read, and, 

-On motion, referred to ‘the committee on a and Ke- 
counts. 

- Mr. Cazenau presented ie petition of of Thomas F. . Wilson 
agent for the heirs of Caldwell Carson. i; : 

Petition read, and, - 

' On motion referred to'the committee on Public Lands. 

_Mr. Perry presented the memorial of. B. jee and wife; 
praying for an additional quency of land. Tata 

‚Memorial read, and, i 

‘On motion, referred to the committee on Public Lands, 

Mr. Tankersly ‘Chairman, of’ the- Committee | on, , Finahee, 
_ made the following report: ee : 


roy r 


To the Honorable Speaker of the 
* House of- Representatives : a 


. The committee on Finance, to- whom was “referred | A anit 
to be entitled, “An act to raise a public revenue, by. direct 
taxation,” anda bill, to be entitled, “ An act to increase license ` 
taxes, have had, the. same under consideration, and-instruét me 
to return the'said bills to the House, and to recommend that 
they be for the present laid upon the ‘table. 

as dj; r B. a TANKERSLY, 
oe ba Aa n ee BT : Chajrman, 


g . z 
eT da 2 yy a a 


6 as ee ee EEN 


| 


Report and bills pe and laid | upsii ‘the table, to come 
up in their regular order. | 

Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on State Aa, 
made the following report: 


B 7 Gonnet Roo, } 
, March 18th’ 1846. 


Lo the Honorable William: E, Din ay 
Speaker of the House.of Representatives : ; 


Thé committee on State Affairs. have. examined ‘and consid: 
ered á bil, to be: entitled, “An -act prescribing ' ‘the modë of 
organizing the. House of Representatives, and have prepared 
a substitute therefor, which is herewith. submitted to the 
consideration of the House. 

fog Respectfully, _, n 
[Signed.] om, | i CLARK, . , 
7 i "Chairman. 


Report, bill;:and substitute received, and laid upon the table, 
to come up among the orders of the day. 
Mr. Russell, Chairman of’ the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report : ; 
Conine Room; 
March 17th, 1846, 
Honorable William E. Crimp, l 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 3 


The committee ọn Engrossed Bills have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, and find the same correctly engrossed : 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to locate the . county seat of l 
Wharton county ;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to authorize the Governor to 
make the necessary preparations fo transfer to the’ United 
States, all custom-houses, and other aie for the ieotlection of 
impost dl duties, and other r foreign revenue; - 


geaterna 


e a. eine I Resohition. . eae ge) A 
| GSigned) CO A ae RUSSHELE, 
ee - " Chattindn: 


w 


gs BF 


Report Tead atid ‘shoe phat: 
On ‘motion of Mr. Tankersly, a bill, to be entitled, ‘An act 
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anthorizing the Governor. to cede, transfer, suid deliver to the 
United. States, all ‘the property of what ‘description soever, 
embraced in, ahd contemplated by, the Joint Resolution of 
Annexation, &c. was taken up, Read a third time and passed. 

Mr. McCown, by request, offered the following résolution for 
Mr. Stewart: . 

“ Resolved, That the committee on Post Roads be requested - 
to consider the necessity of a mail route from Opelousas, in 
Louisiana, to Sdn Antonio de Bexar, via Sabine, Taylor's, 
Richardson’ s, Swartwout, Raven Hill, Carathers, Danville, 
Lone Oak, .Montgomery, Shannon, Rusk Retreat, Fanthorp’s, 
Washington, Brenham, La Grange, Gonzales, Seguine, to 
Bexar; and if they consider the same necessary, that they add 
such routes to the bill now before them.” 

- Resolution read and adopted. 

Mr. Cooke offered the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to take into consideration the ordinance adopted by the Con- 
vention in relation to the colonial contracts, and report what 
legislation is necessary to carry into effect ‘the provisions of 
såid ordinance ; and, if said committee should be of opinion 
that further legislation is necessary, that they report a bill te 
carry out the provisions of the ordinance.” 

Resolution read and adopted.. A 

Mr. Howard submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee of five members be appointed, 
to inquire into the expediency of ceding to the Government of 
the United States the public lands of Texas, for a just equiva- 
lent, for the purpose of providing means'to liquidate the publie 
debit ; and that they also be instructed to take into considera- 
tion the. propriety of classifying and defining the public debt, 
and of appointing a board to ascertain and allow the same; 
and that said committee report to this House by bill or other- 
wise.” 

Resolution read and adopted. 

‘The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Howard, Mabry, Sad- 
ler; Cazeriau, and- Noble, to compose’said committee. 

Mr. Sublett offered the following résolution: 

Resolved, ue 

On motion ‘of Mr. Bourlahd, the resolution was laid ‘upon 
the table. - i 

Mr. Erath introduced a. bill, to be entitled, An act trans- 
ferring ‘a part of the’ ‘liabilities of Milam county to the county 
of Burleson.” ‘“Bill-read:‘a first time. 


d 
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„Mr. Redgate introduced a bill, to be. entitled, an-act authori-. 
_zing the Governor to have the Constitution, and certain, laws of, 
the State translated into the Getman language.” 

Bill read a first time. l | 

“Mr. Milican introduced a bill, to be entitled : “An. act to 
proyide for the appo ntaent of constables in certain cases.” 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion. of Mr. Clark, the bill, to be entitled, “An act, to 
legalize the marriage of Sam. M. Parry - with Elizabeth no 
and legitimating their children was taken up, | 

` Read a third time and passed. . i 

' On motion’ of Mr. Cazenau, the House proceeded to the 7 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. | . — 


A Dill, to be entitled, “An act to raise a revenue by, direct 
taxation,” was taken up. 

Mr, Stevenson moved to strike the word nity” out ‘of’ ‘the. 
sixteenth line of the fourth section of the bill. ae 

> Amendment rejected, 

Mr. Branch moved that the House resolve itself into.a. gom- 
mittee of the Whole on the bill now under consideration. 

Motion lost. 

. Mr. McNeil moved to amend the bill, by inserting 1 the wotds - 
“or firm,” after the word “person,” in the. seventeenth line.. 

Amendment adopted. . 

Mr. Cronican moved to amend the bill, by inserting the 
words “or firm,” in the nineteenth line. 

Amendment adopted. 

“On further motion of Mr. Cronican, ‘the words “for. -pay or 
emolument,” were inserted after the word “table.” 

Mr. Williams moved to amend the section, by inserting the 
words, “for each and every table,” after the word “dollars” in the 
twentieth line. . 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. White offered the following ‘as an amendment: om the 
. section: Insert after the word “ rhe ” inthe twenty-first line, 

the words, “for pay or emolument.” , COI 

Amendment adopted. ' i s 

On motion, the twenty-second line of the section was amend- 
ed, by inserting the words “for each alley,” after the. word. 
“dollars.” 

On further Bon the twenty-third line. was amended, by 
inserting the words, “or firm,” after ‘the word s “peron,” ; 
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Mr. Tankersly moved to further amend, by inserting the 
words, “in any city, town, or village,” after ‘the word, “tavern.” 

Amendment adopted. 

` Mr. Stevenson moved to amend, by striking out “fifteen,” 
in the twenty-fifth line, and inserting “fift ty” 

‘Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Edwards, of San Augustine, moved m sneha by striking 
out the word “fifteen; ” in the twetity-fifth line, and inserting 
“twenty.” ~’ 

Amendment rejected. 

A message was received from the Senate; eine the 
Hlouse.of the passage of the following bills by that body: , 

A bill, to` be entitled, “An act to define the boundaries of the 
county of Fort Bend; » 

A bill, to entitled, “An act to locate’ the seat of justice of 
Guadalupe county ;” : 

. A bill, to be entitled, “An act to locate’ the county seat of 
De Witt county,” and : 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to prongs for fixing the county 
. seat of ‘the county of Austin.” 

The bill, to be entitled, “An act to raise a rev enue by direct 
taxation;” was again taken up. | 

‘On motion of Mr.’ McNeill, the twenty-fifth line was farth- 
er amended, by.inserting the words, “for every such inn or 
tavern,” after the words “dollars.” 

Mr. Burroughs moved, that the 26th and. 27th lines be strick- 
en out: ` ; . 

Motion rejected. l 

Mr. Edwards of San Augustine, offered tô ae by strik- 
ing out the word “five,” in the 27th line, and inserting, “ten,” 

Mr. Gray offered to ‘amend the anmiendment, as follows: ~ 

Insert, after the ‘word “dollars,” the words, «where more than. 
five persons are entertained.” ` 

Amendment rejected. 

The question then récurred, on the adoption of as Edwards x 
amendment, and the 

Amendment. was rejected. 

Mr. White offered to amend the 26th line, by Deanne the 
words, “any town, city or village,” after the wore “boarding 
house.” _ 

Amendment adopted. z 

Mr. Tankersly moved, to amend the orth iae by inserting 
the words, “for each and ev ery such establishment; i after the 
word, “dollars.” Amepement adopted. 


I 


188- 


On motion of Mt. Russell, the 28th line was amended, dy 
inserting the words “or firm,” after the word“person.” 
. Mr. Perkins moved, that the twenty-sixth and twenty-sev- 


enth lines, of the fourth section of the bill, with the amend- 


ments thereto, be.stricken out. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Russell moved, to amend the section, by inserting the 
words, “or firm;” after the word “person,” in the twenty-ninth 
line. 

‘Amendment adopted. 

“Mr. Russell moved, to further amend, by inserting the words, 
“for each and every such establishment, ” “after the word. “dol- 
lars.” 

- Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Irion offered to amend, by striking out the word “twen- 
ty,” in the twenty-ninth line, and inserting. “ten.” 

Amendment rejected. l 

On motion of Mr. Dupree, the thirty-first line was ania, 


` 


by inserting the words “money broker, ’ after the word “bro. 


ker.” 

Mr, Gilliam offered to amend the’ thirty-second line, by in- 
serting the words, “also,for each and évery person or firm,keep- 
ing ‘4 Race Track, an annual direct tax of ten dollars, for eack 
track.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr McNeill moved, that the vote just taken, on Mr. Gilliam’s 
amendment, be reconsidered. 

The Chair decided the motion out of order. 


Mr. McNéill then appealed from the decision of the Chair,and 
The-House sustained the motion, to reconsider the vote. 


The sense of the House was then taken, on the adoption of , 


Mr. McNeill’s motion, and the 

Motion was carried. 

‘So the vote of the House, which adopted Mr. Gilliam’ s amend- 
ment, was reconsidered. 

Mr. McNeill then moved, to strike out “ten, Pin the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Gilliam, and insert one i ve 

“Amendment rejected: as 

Mr. Miller moved, to strike out “ten, ” in said amendinent, 
and insert “twenty-five. 4 

Mr. Rayner moved, ‘that the House adjourn, until three o- 
glock, P. M. l 

Motion Icst. 
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“Mr.” ‘putes moyed, that os oe adjoutn until half past 
_ three o'clock, r..m. l , 

Motion lost. 

The question then recurred, on n the adoption of Mr: Miller’ 8 
amendment; to the amendment offered by Mr. Gilliam, and 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Keenan offered to amend, by inserting, after the word 
“broker,” in the thirty-first line, the words, “money broker.” 

Amendment adopted. . 

Mr. Tankersly offered to amend the thirty-third. line, by in- 
serting the words “or firm,” after the word, “person.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Fankersly also moved, to amend the eres line, 
inserting the words, “for each and every such establishment, " 
after the word, “dollars.” ; 

Amendment adopted. : 

Mr. Cronican moved, to amend the thirty-sixth line, by in- 
serting, after the word “dollars,” —“also, on allgoods, wares and 
merchandise, a direct tax, at the rate of twenty cents on each 
hundred dollars. BA 

. Amendment adopted. ' 

Mr. Burroughs moved to amend by inserting, after the word 
“dollars,” “ except the occupation of midwifery.” 

Amendment adopted. - 

Mr. Dupree moved to amend,by striking out all from the thirty-. 
fifth to the forty-first line. 

‘The yeas and nays-were called, on the adoption of Mr. Du- 
pree’s amendment, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Branch, Bourland, Brown, Charlton, Clark, 
Cooke, Dickson, Dupree, ‘Edwards of N acogdoches, Edwards 
- of San Augustine, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, 
‘Irion, Keenan, McClarty, McCown, McNeill, Muckleroy, Pattil- 
_lo, Perkins, Perry, Sadler, Smith of Rusk, Sublett and Wil- 
‘Hiams—29. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Morrone Cazenau, 
‘Cronican, .Durham, Echols, Eddy, Hudson, .Howard, Jones, 

Mabry, McFarland, ‘Miller, “Milican, Mullens, N obje. Ogden, 
-Pease, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Savage, Stevenson, 
Smith. of Harris, Swift, Tankersly, ‘Truitt White, and Willie—32. 

So the amendment-was rejected, . 

‘Mr. Tankersly > moved to strike out the thirty-fifth and thirty- 
sixth lines. 

Mr. Gräy offered a substitute- for the  shirtyhteh and thirty- 
wixth lines, as follows; eo Sg 


iz x 
ac 
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` ® Also, of each and every person,- pursuing ‘the business or 
occupation of law,or of physic, an annual direct tax ‘of ten 
dollars, in each and every county in which he may be go en- 
gaged. j 

Mr. Durham moved, that: the Hour adjourn: until- “three 
o'clock, r. m. , 

Motion lost. 

Mr. McNeill moved to amend the substitute, offered byi Mr, 
Gray, by striking out the words, “of each and every county.” 

The yeas and nays were called, on the ss of the amend- 
ment, and stood thus: ` 


Yeas. Messrs,Speaker,Adams,Barry,Branch,Bourland Bowe, 
Cooke, Dickson, Durham, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Erath, Gillet, Gilliam, Howard, Irion, Jones, 
Keenan, McClarty, D McCown, McNeill, McFarland, Miller, Mil- 
ican, Noble, . Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Rose, 
Russell, Sadler, Stevenson, Swift, Sublett, and Williams——37. 

Nays. Messrs. Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Du- 
pree, Echols, Eddy, Gray, Gooch, ` Holland, Hudson, Mullens, 
Ogden, Rayner, Savage, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Tan- 
kersly, Truitt, White, and Willie—22. - 

‘So Mr. McNeill’s amendment to the aR offered hy 
`- Mr. Gray, was adopted. 

Mr. Perkins moved to amend by inserting the words, “ or 
firm,” after the word “person.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Sublett moved to strike out all the _ameridmeit, to the 
thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth lines. l 

Motion lost. 


The question then R on the adoption of Mr, Gray’ 3 
substitute, for the thirty-fifth, and thirty-sixth Hnes of the fourth 
section of the bill, as amended by Mr. McNeill. i 

The yeas and nays were L on the ponding question, and 
stood as follows : 


Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, kaa Barry, Brown, Burr oughi, 
Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Echols,’ Edwards 
of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine,’ Eddy, Gray, 
Gooch, Holland, ‘Hudson, ‘Howard, Jones, Keenan, Mabry,” Mc- 
Neill, Miller, Muckleroy, I Mullens, Ogden, ‘Pattillo, Pease, Perry, 
Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, Truitt, and Willie-—42. 

Nays.’ Messrs. Branch; Bourland, - Cazenau, Cooke, Dupree, 
Erath, Gillett, ‘Gilliam, Irion, McClarty, McCown, “McFarland, 
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Milican, Noble, Perkins, Rose, Sublett , White, and Williams—19. 

So. the substitute, as amended, was adopted. 

Mr. Miller offered the following amendment : 

“ Also, of each and every person, or firm, engaged or occu- 
pied in keeping an inn or tavern, not ina town, or city, or village, 
where travellers are entertained arid ‘lodged, for pay or emolu- 
ment, a direct tax of ten dollars, for each and every such tav- 
ern orinn.” 

Mr. Dupree. moved that the House adjourn. until three Q’- 
clock, P. M. ` 

Mr. Gray moved to strike out from the thirty -seventh, to the ` 
forty-first. lines, inclusive. 

"Mr. Taikersly offered the following, as an additional section 
to the bill. 

< NECTION — —. Beit further enacted, That the taxes assessed, in 
-~“sorsuance of this act, shall be a lien upon all property, real and 
personal,. belonging 1 to the person br persons so.assessed, upon 
whom the some may be imposed ; and shall continue. to. bind 
said property, and be preferred to all, other incumbrances, un- 

til the taxes of such person or persons ‘shall have been fally 
sottled and paid. , at ore E ia ashen g : 

Amendment adopted." ° 77 77) an Gs 

Mr. Tankersly also aiei, the following; as an: ` additional 
‘section to the bill; 

Section —. Be il further enacted, That ‘all laws and parts 
of-laws, contrary to, and conflicting with, the provisions of.this 
-act, be, and the same are hereby repealed ; and that this act 
take effect and be in force, from and after the first day of 
August next. 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Gray moved to amend the section just offered by, Mr. 
Yankersly, as follows: ’ -' ` 

Provided, however, That this act shall not be: so construed, i as 
to reléase ‘takes; "heretofore assessed and due. : 

Amendment adopted: l è» T T 

” Mr. Russell, chairman of the committee on n Engrossed bills, 

made the followitig report: Be TE 


` 
a 
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Committee Room, 
March 18th 1846. 


Honorable Wm, E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : : 


The committee on Engrossed bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled, “ An act, to prescribe the time of the biennial meeting 
of the Legislature of the State of Texas,” and find the same - 
correctly engrossed, 

[Signed] i A. J. RUSSELL. 


Chairman. 


Report read and accepted. 

Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee ọn Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report ; 

The committee on Enrolled bills, have examined the follow- 
ing bills, and find the same correctly enrolled : 

a pill to be entitled, “ An act creating the county of Leon ;” 
an 
A bill to be entitled, “ An act creating the county of Grayson.” 

Said bills, having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives and President pro tem. of the Senate, were, ` 
on the seventeenth instant, presented to his Excellency, the 
Governor, for his approval. 

Report Tead and accepted. ' 

Mr. Dickson moved that the House adjourn, until three o- 
clock, r. m. . 
The yeas and nays were called, on the motion to adjourn, eid 

stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Branch, Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, Dickson, 
Edwards of N acogdoches, Gooch, Hudson, Irion, Jones, Kee- 
nan, McClarty, McCown, Miller, Muclileroy, Ogden, Rose, Ste- 
venson, Smith of Rusk, Truit, and Willie—21. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bovrland, Brown, 
Cazenau, Cooke, Cronican, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards 
of San “Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Hol- 
land, Howard, Mabry, McFarland, McNeill, Milican, Mullens, 
Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Rus- 
gell, Sadler, Smith of Harris, Swift, Tankersly, White, and 
Williams—38, 

So the motion to adjourn, was lost. 

The House again proceeded to the consideration of the bill 
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to be entitled,-“‘ An act to raise a revenue, by direct taxation.” 

Mr, Perkins moved that the bill be re-committed to the com: 
- mittee on Finance. 

Mr. McClarty : moved that the bill be Jaid upon the table, un- 
til to-morrow, at eleven o'clock, A. m. 

Mr. Truitt moved that the vote of: the House, taken on yes- 
terday, on that part of the bill, requiring the payment of a tax 
of twenty cents, upon each hundred dollars’ valuation, be re- 
-considered. 

-Motion lost. . 

Mr. Miller moved that the House adjourn, until three O ‘clock, 
P, M. ` 


Motion lost. 
The question then recurred, on the re-commitment of the bill 
to the committee on Finance; and | A 


The motion was carried. 
On motion of Mr. Gown, the House: then. adjourned, until 
three o’clock, p. m 


Ed 


.- 
THREE O'CLOCK, P. Me ~ 

The House- met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, Brown, 
Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Dickson, Dupree, Durham; 
Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gik 
liam, Gooch, Holland, Hudson, Trion, Jones, Keenan, ‘Mabry, 
McClar ty, McCown, McFarland, McN eill, Miller, Milican, Muck- 
leroy, Mullens, Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Per kins, Perry; Rayner, 
Redgate, Rose, Russell, "Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, ‘Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Truitt, White, 
Williams, and Willie. . 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business, 

The resolution, “offered on à previous day, for the èlection of 
Public Printer, was taken up; and, 

.On motion of Mr. Rose, laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Sadler, the House proceeded t to the ` 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
- A bill to be entitled, “An act defining the duties of State 
Treasurer,’ was taken’ up, together with the amendments there- 
to, proposed by the Senate. 
‘Amendments read and concurred in. -. 
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’ A bill to be entitled, “ An act, appropriating three thousand 
dollars, for the contingent expenses of both Houses of the Leg. 
islature,” was taken up, together with the amendments pro- 
posed by the Senate. ; 

Amendments read and concurred in. 
. On motion of Mr. Cazenau, the bill to be entitled, “An act, 


defining the duties of the assessors of diréct taxes,” was taken , 


up, and 

On motion of Mr. Rose, made the special order of the day, 
for Friday morning, ten o’clock. 

. On motion of Mr. Russell, the bill to be entitled, “ An act, 

ereating the county of Tyler,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Dupree offered the following resolution: - 

Resolved, by the House of Representatives, That this body 
proceed to the election of a Second Assistant Clerk.” , 

On motion of Mr. Rose, the resolution was laid upon the ta- 
ble, until to-morrow, ten o’clock. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill to be entitled, “An act, to fix 
Land Districts.” 

Bill read a first time. 


On motion of Mr. Muckleroy, the bill to be entitled, “ An act, | 


to create the county of Cherokee,” was taken up, and 
Read a second time. 
On motion, the bill was then referred to a Special Committee. 


- The Speaker appointed Messrs. Muckleroy, Brown, Charl: 


ton, and McNeill, to compose said committee. 


On further motion of Mr. Muckleroy, the bill to be entitled, 


“An act creating the county of Smith,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, this bill was also, referred to the Special com» 
mittee just appointed. l . 

- A bill to be entitled, “ An act, to authorize parties to suits, 
io appear therein, in person,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act, to protect religious denomin- 
ations, in their own mode of Divine worship,” was taken up, 
and -~ ' 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Stevenson introduced a bill. 

Mr. Smith of Rusk introduced a bill. - ~, 
~ A bill to be entitled, “An act, to provide for the establish- 
ment of peace, and to regulate friendly intercourse with Jos 
dians,” was takenup, Read a third time and passed, ~ 
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On motion of Mr. Bourland, Mr. Stevenson was granted leave 
of absence, for five days. 

A bill to ‘be entitled, “An act to create the county of Cak 
houn,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act to provide for the location of 
the county seat of the county of Calhoun,” “was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act- to better i genne and fix the 
county of Victoria,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act to release the county of Fan- 
nin, of a certain portion of the debt due-the citizens of that 
part of said county, now the county of Grayson,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and. passed. 

‘A bill, to be entitled, “An act defining the limits and boun- 
daries of Jackson county, ” was taken up,., 

Read a third time and passed., 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act to incorporate: the Huntsville 
Academy,” was taken up,. 

Read a third time and passed., - 

A bill to beentitled, “ An act to incorporate the Grand Lodge 
of the independent Order of Odd Fellows, -of the State of 
Texas,” was taken up, and. 

Read a third time. 

Mr. Dupree moved that the bill be indef nitely postponed. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the. indefinite: ‘postpone- 
ment of the bill, and stood as follows: 


Yeus. Messrs. Charlton, Dupree, Mullens, Russell, Sadler, 


Sublett, White, and Williams—8. 

Nays. } Messrs. Adams, Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, Clarr, 
* Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Edwards of San Augustine, 
Eddy, Brath, Gray, Gillet, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, Jones, 
Keenan, Mabry, McClarty,. McCown, ‘McFarland, MeNeill, 
Miller,. ‘Milican, Muckler oy, Noble, Ogden, Paitillo, Pease, 
Perkins „Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Savage, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, Truitt, and Willie—44, 

So the House refused to indefi nitely postpone the bill. 

The question then recurred, on the final passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were called, and stood-as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams; Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, 
Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Edwards of San 
Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Ition, 
Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClariy, McCown, McFarland, Miller, ry 
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Mouckleroy, Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Red., 
gale, Savage, Stevenson, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Tan- 
- kersly, Truitt, and Willie—40. 

Nays. Messrs. Charlton, Dupree, Brath, McNeill, Milican, 
Mullens, Pease, Rose, Russell, Sadler, Swift, Sublett, White, and 
Williams—i4. i 

So the bill was finally passed. 

Mr. Sublett introduced a bill to be entitled, “ An act prohib. 
iting the various counties of the State, from laying a tax upon 
their citizens.” 

Bill read a first time. 

.A bili to be entitled, “ An act to limit suits upon foreign con- 
tracts,” was taken up, and i 

Read a second time.’ 

Mr. McClarty moved that the bill be laid upon the table, 
until Friday morning, cleven o’clock. 

Motion lost.’ 

- Mr. Rose moved that the bill be laid upon the table, 

Mr. White offered the following, as an amendment to thn 
pul: 

Strike out “six months,” and insert “four years.” 

Amendment rejected, l 

Mr. Mabry moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the indefinite postpones 
ment of the bill, and stood as follows : 

Yeas. Messrs. Barry, Brown, Dickson, Edwards of Nacog- 
doches, Eddy, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Howard, Mabry, MeClar- 
ty, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Redgate, 
Rose, Sadler, Savage, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, ‘Tankersly, and 
White—25. l l 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Branch, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Durham, Gooch; 
Holland, Irion, Jones, Keenan, McCown, McFarland, McNeill, 
Mullens, Noble. Pattillo, Rayner, Russell, Smith of Harris, 
Williams, and \Willie—26. ; 

So the Louse refused to indefinitely postpone the bill, 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the bill was laid upon the table, . 
untl to-morrow, eleven o'clock, A. m. . 

Gn motion of Mr. MeCown, the House adjourned until to 
morning, ten oclock. , l 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Crry op Austin, THURSDAY, 
March 19th, 1846, 
The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was “called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, Brown, 
Cazenau, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Echols, 
Edwards, of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, 
Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, oe Tolland, Howard, Hudson, 
Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry McClarty, McCown, McCulloch, 
McFarland, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Ogden, 
Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, 
Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Rusk, Swift, Sublett, "Pankersly, Truitt, White, Williams, and 
Willie. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Erath presented the petition of Robert'C. Campbell, 
praying for relief. 

Petition read, and, 

On motion, referred to the committ ee on Claims and 
Accounts. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: : 


COMMITTEE, Room, 
March 18th, 1846. 
To the Honorable Speaker of : 
the Louse of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to ee was referred a 
“Joint Resolution,” oe the Senate,) instructing our Senators 
in Congress to apply to the Government of the United States 
fora copy of the Acts and Journals of the Congress, and fora 
copy of the Decisions of the Supreme Court, have duly consid- 
cred the same, and instruct me to report, that, in their opinio, 
it is unnecessar y to take action on the subject. The committee 
believe, that it is the general custom of the United States* 
Government to furnish to cach State a copy ofthe Acts and 
Journals of Congress, without 4 special request, and that the 
Decisions of- thet Supreme Court are private property, published 
at private expense. The application, therefore, for these De- 
‘cisions, would be only a request for the United States’ Govern: 
ment to purchase them fer the State. 
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They therefore recommend that the resolution be laid upop 

the table. 
[Signed] 'P. W. GARY, 
Chairman. 
« Report and Joint Resolution received and laid upon the table, 
to come up in their regular order. 

Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 

made the following report: 
Commirrer Room, 
Oo March 19th, 1846. 
To the Hon, Wiliam E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on State Affairs, to which was referred, some 
days since, a resolution requiring them to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a standard of Weights and Mea- 
sures for the State, and to report thereon by bill nr otherwise, 
have had the same under consideration; and all concurring 
ïa the propriety of having a certain and uniform standard of 
Weights nnd Measures, for the State, have instructed me to 
report the accompanying bill to the House. . 

Respectfully, 
[Signed] . E. CLARK, 
Chairman, 

Report read and received, and 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act establishing Weights and 
Measures for the State of Texas.” 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Dickson, made the following report: __ 

The Special Committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be 
entitled, “An act instructing our Senators, and requesting our 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to pro- 
cure the establishment of Certain Mail Routes,” have instruct- 
ed me to report the bill back to the House, with amendments, 
and to recommend their adoption and the passage of the bill. 

Report, bill, and amendments received and laid upon the 
table, to come up imtheir regular order. a 

Mr. Tankersly made the following report: 


% the Hon. Speaker ` 
of the House of Representatives: 
The uudersigned, a majority of the Select Committee, to 
whom was referred a bill, to be entitled, “An act to exempt 
certain property from forced sale,” have had the same under 
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consideration; and, in order to relieve the bill of any consti- 
tational objections, which might be urged, they have agreed 
upon a substitute for said bill, and recommend the same to the 
favorable consideratiou of the House. f 


B. F. TANKERSLY, 

W. H. BOURLAND, 
[Signed] 4 E. T. BRANCH, 
l | JOHN W. ROSE, 
V. E. HOWARD. 


Report, bill, and substitute received, and laid upon the table, 
to eome up in their regular order. 

Mr. Jones offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on Finance be instructed to 
make an estimate of the number of all officers necessary to 
transact the business of the State, together with the salaries 
proper to be paid to each, and report to the House the result of 
their investigation.” 

Resolution read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the House then proceeded to the 
election of a Second Assistant Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr. Irion nominated Mr. E. S. C. Robertson. ~ 

Mr. Perkins nominated Mr. McGill, 

Messrs. Eddy, Sadler, and Milican-were appointed Tellers. 

The House then proceeded to vote by ballot. 

After all the votes had been counted out, it appeared, that 

Mr. Robertson received - - 38 votes, 
And Mr. McGill “ ~ - 25 & 

Mr. Robertson having received a majority of all the votes, 
was declared dtily and constitutionally elected Second Assis: 
tant Clerk of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Edwards, of Nacogdoches, introduced a bill to be enti- 
tled, “An act to create the county of Angelina.” 

- Bill read a first time. 

Mr. McFarland (by request of Mr. Stewart, who was unable 
to attend) introduced a bill; to be entitled, “An act legalizing 
the records of all Instruments of Writing which have been 
authenticated before certain officers of the Republic or State 
of Texas.” 

Bill read a first dines 

Mr. Eddy imade the following report : 

à X 
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COMMITTEE Room, 
‘March 18th, 1846, 


Bonorable William E. Crump, = 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The Select Committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Joseph McGee, have examined said petition, and other papers 
appertaining to the same, and have instructed me-to report, 
that in consequence of an error of the Travelling Board of 
Land Commissioners, East of the Brazos river, for Jasper 
county, said clerk returned certificate No. 240, for three hun- 
‘dred and sixty-nine acres, (869,) when said certificate called 
for three thousand one hundred and twenty-nine (3129) acres, 
and the petitioner was justly entitled to that amount. ` 

Your committee have reported the accompanying bill, and 
recommend the same to the fayorable consideration of the 
House. 

- All of which is-most respectfully submitted. 
[Signed] Z. WM’S EDDY, 
Chairman. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to authorize the Commissioner 
of the Gencral Land Office to issue a patent to Joseph McGee,” 
was , z : / - 

Read a first time. , 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill, to be entitled, “An act 
to create the county of Hopkins, was taken up. 

On further motion the House receded from its amendments 
to said bill. p l . 

On motion of Mr. Brown, Mr. Adams was added to the com- 
mittees on Public Lands and State Affairs. 

On further motion of Mr. Brown, Mr. Muckleroy was added 
to the committées on Claims and Accounts, and State Affairs. 

Mr. Burroughs, Chairman of’ the committee on Enrolled 
Bills, made the following report: 


» COMMITTER Room, 
March 19th, 1846, 


ag 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined a bill, to be 
entitled, “An act defining the duties of ‘State Treasurer,” . 
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A bill, to be entitled, “An act approprigting three thousand 
dollars, for the contingent expenses ot both Houses of the 
Legislature” and . 

A pill, to be entitled, “An act to direct the mode of yolis 
in all pòpular elections.” 

The committee have found the said bills correctly enrolled; 
and, having been signed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and the President of the Senate, they were 
this day, pr esente t to his Excellency, the Governor, for his ap- 

roval. 
i [Sig ned] ` JAMES M. BURROUGHS, 
Chairman: 

Report read and accepted. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to lirit suits, on all contracts, 
prior to a certain time,” was taken up. 

Mr. White moved that the bill be laid upon the table, for 
the present. 

Mr. Burroughs moved that the bill be laid upon the table, 
until to-morrow, the 20th instant, ten o’clock. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Sublett introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act to regu- 
late the office of County Treasurer. y 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Sublett also introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act to 
raise a revenue, for County purposes.” 

Bill read a frst time. 

On motion of Mr. White, the bill to be entitled, “An act 
regulating and defining the duties of Comptroller of Public 
Accounts,’ ” was taken up, together with the amendmeiats thereto 
proposed by the Senate. 

The House concurred in first and fourth amendments, and 
rejectéd the second, third, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills, by that body: . 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to create the county of Comal;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to locate the county seat of the 
county of Comal;” 

A bill, to be ‘entitled, “An act to enable the County Survey or 
of Rusk county, to make a complete map of said county; and 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to create the county of Panola,” 
with amendments. 

Mr. Gooch introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act te create 
the counties of New Durham and Barry.” , 

- Bill read a first time. 
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On motion of Mr. Willie, the rule of the House, which:re- 
quires bills to be read on three several days, was suspended, 
and the i i 

Bill read a second time. j 

Mr. Willie then offered the following, as an amendment to 
the bill: 

“Be it further enacted, That the county seat of the county of 
New Durham, shall be known and called by the name of 
- Gooch.” 

Amendment adopted. ; 

On motion, the bill was then referred to the committee on 
County Boundaries. j 

Mr. Barry introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act to create 
the county of Bunkum.” 

Bill read a first time, i , 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the rule of the House, which re- 
quires bills to be read on three severa] days, was suspended, 
and the 

Bill read a second time. ; 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on County . 
Boundaries. 

Mr. Russell offered the following resolution : 

“Resolved by the House of Representatives, That from and 
after the first day of May, 1846, no new business shall be in- 
troduced, for the consideration of this’ House, during the pres- 
ent Session.” 

Resolution read and laid upon the table, one day, for consid- 
eration, 

On motion of Mr. Keenan, Mr. Robertson, Second Assistant 
Clerk, came forward and took the oath of office. A 

Mr. Gillett moved, that the resolution offered on a previous 
day, to elect a Reporter, be taken up. 

Motion lost. - x 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill, to be entitled, “An act to 
Create the county of Henderson,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee ow County 

oundaries, 

On motion, a bill, to be entitled, “An act to create the county 
of Madison,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On further motion, the bill was referred to the committee on 


County Boundaries. 
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A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to define the boundaries óf 
San Patricio county,” was taken up, and ; 

Read a second time. an i 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on County 
Boundaries. A 

Mr. Dickson moved, that a bill, to be entitled, “An act to 
create the county of ——_--_-_—_,” be taken up. 

Mr. Sublett moved that the bill be made the special order of 
the day, for to-morrow, the 20th instant, nine o’clock. 

Motion carried. an cot 

On motion of Mr. Irion, the House adjourned, until to-mor- 
row morning, nine o'clock, 
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HOUSE OF my or Auer, Fans, 
Crry or. Austin, FRIDAY, 
March, 20th, 1846. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names: 2 l i 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bovrland, Charlton, 
Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Edwards of 
Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, 
Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Howard, Irion, Jones, Keenan, 
Mabry, McClarty, McCown, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Mili- 
ean, Muckleroy, Mullens, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Ray- 
ner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Smith of 
soe Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Truitt, White, Williams; and 

illie. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

A message was received from his Excellency, the Governor, 
informing the House, that he had approved and signed the fol- 
lowing acts: 

An act defining thé-duties of State Treasurer. , 

An act appropriating three thousand dollars, for the contin- 
gent expenses of both Houses of the Legislature; and 

An act to direct the mode of voting, in all popular elections. ` 

Mr: Stewart presented the petition of Peter U. Springer— 
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praying the Legislature to grant him a certificate for one- 
fourth of a league of land. 

Petition read, and 

On motion, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Stewart also presented the petition of W. B. Howth— 
praying for a confirmation of the augmentation of his Head- 
Right, as a married man. - 

Petition read, and 

On motion, referred to the conimittte on Public Lands, 

Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee. on Public Lands, 
made the following report: 


To the Honorable Williain E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Publie Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of James Gilliam, assignee of Jesse Billingsly—pray- 
ing that the Commissioner of the General Land Office, be ins 
structed to issue to him a patent, for one league of land, upon 
a certificate issued to said Jesse Billingsly, by the Board of 
Land Commissioners of Bastrop county, under the provisions 
of “An act, making provisions for persons who have been per- 
manently disabled, in the service of Texas”—have instructed ` 
me to report the same back to the House, with the accompany- 
ing bill, the passage-of which, is respectfully recommended. 

[Signed] ` E. M. PEASE. 


Chairman. 


A bill to be entitled, “An aet for the relief of James Gil- 
ham,” was ; l 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Muckleroy made the following report : 


The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill to be en- 
titled, “An act creating the county of Cherokee;” and a bill 
to be entitled, “An act to create the county of Smith;” have 
directed me to report said bills baek to the House, with the 
following amendment, to the bill ereating the county of Smith: 

In the first line of the third section of the bill, strike out the 
name of Leadbetter,” and insert, in lieu thereof, “ Wm. B. 
Duncan.” ; i 

With this amendment, the committee recommend the pasr 
sare of the bill. | = 

Report, bills and.amendment received, and laid upon the ta 
ble, to come up in their regular order. = 

Mr. Pease offered the following resolution: - 
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Resolved, ‘That after the twenty-sixth of March, no private 
relief bills—except such as may be reported by committees of 


this House, to whom petitions for such bills, have been hereto- 


fore referred—shall be received or considered; unless by a 
vote of two-thirds of the House. i 

Mr. Clark moved that the resolution be Jaid upon the table. 

The yeas and nays were called,on the adoption of Mr.Clark’s 

motion, and stood as follows: 
. Yeas, Messrs. Barry, Bourland, Brown, Cazenau, Charlton, 
Clark, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Erath, Gray, 
Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Irion, Keenan, McClarty, Me- 
Cown, McFarland, Miller, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, Russell, 
Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Tankersly, Truitt, White, Williams, 
and Willie—33, 

Nays. Messrs, Speaker, Adams, Branch, Cooke, Cronican, 
Diékson, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Holland, Jones 
Mabry, McCulloch, McNeill, Milican, Muckleroy, Pease, Per- 
kins, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith 


- of Rusk, Swift, and Sublett—25. 


So the resolution was laid upon the table. - 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committce on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled, “An act for the protection of widows and - 
orphans,” have directed me to report the bill back to the House, 
with the following amendment: — 

Strike out all, after the word “enacted,” in the second sec- 
tion, and insert, in lieu thereof, the words, “that the proceeds 
of any sale, made under the provisions of the preceding sec- 
tion, shall be paid over to the widow of the deceased, if he has 
left one, and if not, then to the guardian or guardians of such 
child or children.” 

With’ this amendment, the -passage of the bill is recem- 
mended. 

[Signed] i P. W. GRAY. 
° , _ Chairman. 
. Report, bill and amendment received, and laid upon the ta- 
le, to come up in their regulat order. | 
_ Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report: - -o 3 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled, “An act for the relief of Isaac Furguson," 
have directed me to report the same back to the House, with, 
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the accompanying substitute therefor ; the adoption and pas- 
sage of which, is respectfully recommended. 

Report, bill, "and substitute received, and laid upon the table, 
to come up in their regular order. 

Mr. Jones introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act to re- 
quire the county of. Wharton to pay a portion of the count, 
debt of Colorado and Matagorda counties.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Gilliam-introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act provi- 
ding for the trial and punishment of crimes and misdemeanors, 
committed by slaves and free persons of color.” . 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Stewart introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act pro- 
viding for the final disposition of unfinished business, remain- 
ing at the adjournment of each session, or adjourned session, 
of the Legislature of the State of Texas. 2 

Bill read a first fime. - 

. Mr. Clark introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act making 
an appropriation for the pay of Capt. L. H. Mabitt’s company. 
of Mounted Volunteers, stationed in Shelby county, in the 
year 1844.” 

Bill read a first time: . 

Mr. Adams introduced a bill, to. be entitled, “An act to organ 
ize the county of Leon.” 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY.. 


A bill, to be entitled, “An act to establish the county of 
> was taken up, together with the substitute for the first 


section. 

Bill read a second time. 

Mr. McCown moved, that the petitions from Montgomery 
county, praying for a division of said county, be read. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had concurred in the ‘amendments of 
the House, to a bill, to be entitled, “An act to authorize par- 
ties fo suits,to appear therein in person” 

Anda bill, to be entitled, “An act authorizing the Governor 
- to cede certain property to ‘the United States.” 

Mr. Tankersly moved that the bill, to be entitled, “An: act 
ereating the county of » be referred to the committee 
on County Boundaries, and that said committee be directed to 
report thereon, on Monday next. Motion carried, i 
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By leave, Mr. Miller introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An 
act to authorize plaintiffs to discontinue their suits, in vaca- 
tion.” 

Bill read.a first time. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act providing fer the registration 
of the separate property of married women,” was taken up, 
and i l i 

Read a second time. ; 

On motion of Mr. Holland, the bill was referred to the com- 
mitteé on the Judiciaty. © 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act disposing of the Public Build- 
ings in the city of Austin,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act prescribing and defining the. 
time at which all laws that may be hereafter enacted, may have 
and go into effect, was taken up, 

Read a third time, and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to prescribe the time of the 
biennial meeting of the Legislature of the State of Texas,” 
was taken up, 

Read a third time,and passed. 

The Joint Resolution approving President Polk’s EE 
tion, was takèn up, and 

On motion re-committed to the committee on the J udiciary. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to locate the county seat of 
Wharton county,” was taken up, 

Read a third time, and passed. 

_A bill, to be entitled, “An act to exclude from Sei; serving 
on juries, and from the right of suffrage, all persons who may 
hereafter be convicted, and upon whom final judgment has been 
executed, of bribery, perjury, subornation of perjury, forgery, 
countefeiting, érc., &e.,” was taken up, 

Read a third time, and passed. 

_A bill, to be entitled, “An act to organize the county of 
: Anderson; was taken up, together with the amendments 
thereto from the Senate. 

Amendments read, and concurred in, 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 

À bill, to be entitled, “An act to create the county of Dallas,” 

- was taken üp 
Read a third time, and passed., 
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Mr. Sublett moved, that the’ House adjourn until ten o’clock 
to-morrow morning. ° 

Motion lost, 

Mr. Williams moved, that the House adjourn until three 
o'clock, P. M. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Williams then moved that the House adjourn until 
Monday nine o'clock, a.m. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Jones moved that the House adjourn until nine o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 

Motion lost. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to limit suits on contracts 
prior to a certain time, was taken up, and, - 

On motion of Mr. Echols, made the special order of the day 
for Monday next, three o'clock, P. M. 

Mr. Echols moved, that the house adjourn until nine o’clock, 
to-morrow morning. 

The ycas and nays were called, on’the motion to adjourn, 
and stood as fellows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Brown, Burroughs, Dickson, Durham, Echols, 
Erath, Gillett, Howard, Irion, Keenan, McClarty, McCulloch, 
MeNeill, Ogden, Rybarn, Savage, Sublett, Williams and 
Willie—19. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, 
Char on, Clark, Cooke, Gronican, Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
Edwards of San Augustine , Eddy, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Hol- 
Jand, Jones, Mabry, 1 McFarland, Miller, Milican, Mullens, 
Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Sadler, Stew- 
art, Smith -of ‘Harris, Smith of Rusk, Tankersly Truitt, and 
White—35. 

So the House refused to adjourn. ` 
Mr. Tankersly moved, that the House again proceed to the 
orders of the day. . : 

Motion carried. 

A bill; to be entitled, “An act regulating the mode of selec 
ing Grand and Petit’ Jurors, ” was taken up. 

On motion a call of the House was made. 

Mr. Rose moved, that the House adjourn, until Monday, 
- nine o'clock, a. M.u 
Motion lost. 


On motion of Mr. Ogden, the House adjourned, until tor 
morrow morning, nine o’clock.. . 


299, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ia 


‘City or Austin, 
Saturday, March 21st, 1816. 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. a : 

The roil was called, apd the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, Brown, 
Burroughs. Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, ' Dupree, 
l Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San 
Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, 
Howard, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, 
McCulloch, McFarland, McN eill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, 
Mallens, I Noble, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Ryburn, Sadler, 
Savage, ‘Smith of Rask, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Truitt, 
White, Williams and Willie. 

. A quoram being present, the House praceeded to business. 

The Journal of “the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Miller introucéd.a. bill, to be entitled, “An act to author- 
ize Justices of the Peace, who are practicing Attorneys, to 
appéar in the Appellate Gouri in support of their decisions.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Holland introduced a bill, to be entitied, “An act to au- 
thorize the establishing ‘of subordinate Land. Offices, in the 
town of Marshall and county of Harrison.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Dickson introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act i cre- 
ate the county of Grimes.” 

. Bill read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the House proceed to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, to be entitled, “An act to create the county of Pane- 
la,” was taken up—together with the amendments ‘thereta, 
proposed by the Senate. 

Amendments read and concurred in. 

“ A bill, to be entitied, “An act ereating the audit. of Polk,” 
was taken up—together with the amendments thereto, pro- 
posed by the House and rejected by the Senate. 

Mr. Charlton moved that the House recede from the amog 
ments, ‘ 

Motion lost. 
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Mr. Branch moved that a committee be appointed, on the 
part of the House, to confer with a like committee, on the 
part of the Senate, relative to the amendments to the bill 
now under consideration. f 
- Motion carried. 

The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Branch, Sadler and 
Mabry, to compose said committee. 

On motion of Mr. McFarland, the substitute for the bill, to 
be entitled, “An act regulating j juries,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, ike twelfth section of the bill was 
amended by striking out the word “man,” and inserting in lieu, 
thereof the word “person.” 

Mr. Willie offered the following as an amendment. to the 
bill, fo come in as the thirteenth section. 

“Suction Turres. Be tt further enacted, That the Fore- 
manof the Grand Jury shall return into court, all bills enquir- 
ed of, before the Grand Jury, which are found to be untrue, 
- with the endorsement: “Not a true dili;” and a list upon such 
bills, of all persons sworn as witnesses before the Grand Jury; 
and the name of the informer. And no offence shall be en- 
quired into, before any Grand Jury, and no witness sworn— 
except upon written bills, charging the person with such of- 
fence, previous to any investigation by the Grand Jury, unless 
in cases where if is otherwise provided by law. And the 
Court shall charge the Grand Jury expressly upon this Bec- 
tion.” 

Amendment read and rejected. : : 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill was made the special 
order of the day, for Monday next, the twenty-third instant, at 
three o'clock. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to authorize the Corporation of 
Galveston, to levy a tax for the support of Free Shools,” was 
taken up, and Read a first time. 

A?“Soint Resolution, instructing our Senators, in the Congress 
of the United States, to apply to the Government of the 
United States, for a copy of the laws of the United States— - 
also, a copy of the Decisions of the Supreme Court,” was ta- 
ken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Willie moved thar the Joint Resolution be indefinitely l 
postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Biad the Joint Resolution was laid 
upon the table. 


ays 


All 

- A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create the county of Smith, a 
was taken up; together with the substitute therefor. | ` , 

Substitute read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Sadler rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the name‘of “Leadbetter,” was 
stricken out, and “Wm. B. ‘Duncan, ” inserted in lieu thereof. 

The bill was’then passed toa third reading. : 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act prescribing the time at which 
all laws shall have and go into effect,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to provide for the change of , 
venue, in civil cases,” was taken up, and 

. Read a first time. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to create the county of Collin,” 
was taken up, and. 

Read a first time: . = 

Mr. McFarland moved that the sie of the House, EA 
requires bills to be read on three sever al days, be suspended. 

Motion carried. 

The bill was then read a second timè, and 

On motion feferred to the committee on County Boundaries, 

By leave, Mr. Irion made following repart: ` 


To the Hon. William E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Repre eee z 

The committee on County Boundaries to- whom was referred’ 
sundry bills, with petitions, for the organization and establish- 
ment of new counties, Have examined the same, and recom- 
Lae the following to the favorable consideration. of the 

ouse: 

A bill, to he entitled, “An act to. organize the county. af Up- 
shur’ ando 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to establish and define the’ 
limits of the county of San Patricio.” 

In a bill, to be entitled, “An.act to. establish ie county of 
Madison,” the’ committee would repsectfully suggest that the 
word “ Madison, » be stricken out wherever it occurs.in the 
bill, and the word-“ueces” inserted in its stead. 

For a bill, to be entitled, “An act to. create the Gan of 
Limestone,” ‘they have reported a substitute, and recommend 
the adoption of the same: 

They have.also examined the various petitions, from Mont- 
gomery county; and beg leave to report back to the House, 
aoe report of the Select Committee, ER was referred te 


$ 
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this committee, with instriictions to report on Monday next,) 
and recommend the adoption of said report, so far as relates 
to the establishment of Walker county. | Oy ie 

And the committee further recommend that the remainder 
‘of the territory of Montgomery county, be so divided as to 
- moke other counties. l 

[Signed] VAN R. IRION._/ 
Chairman. 

Report read and received, and laid upon the table, to come 
wp in its regular order. : : 

Mr. Dickson moved that the bill, to be entitled, “An act 
ereating the county of Walker;” together with the substitute 
for the first section thereof, offered by the Select Committee, 
be taken up. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Keenan moved that the substitute be adopted. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of the substi- 
tute, and stood as follows: | ` 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Branch, Bourland, Broan, 
Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Echols, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Erath, 
Gray, Gillett, Gooch Holland, Howard, Irion, Jones, Keenan, 
Mabry, McClarty, McCulloch}; McFarland, Miller, Milican, 
Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble. Ogden, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Ray- 
ner, Rose, Kyburn, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith 
of Rusk, Sublett, Swift, Truitt, White, Williams, and Willie, 
—51. 

Nays. Messrs. McNeill, and Smith of Harris—2, 

So the substitute was adopted. l 

Messrs. McCown and Russell were excused from voting on 
the question just acted upon by the House. : 

Mr. Stewart offered the following, as an additional section 
to the bill: 

“That the county of Walker, shall pay its proportionate 
share of the debt, due by the County Court of Montgomery coun: 
ty, and the County Court of Walker county—to be paid to the 
parties who may hold such apportioned debts—in the manner 
in Which said County-Courts may determine.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Dickson moved that the blanks in the bill, wherever 
_they uccur, be filled with the word “ Walker.” 

* Amendment adopted. . 
Mr. Keenan moved that the bill be engrossed. 
Motion carried. 
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Mr. Dickson moved to suspend the rule, and take upd a bill, 
to be entitled, “An act creating the county of Grimes.” 

Motion car ried. . > 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act creating the county of Grimes,” 
was then taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on Gaunt 
Boundaries. 

Mr. Bourland, by leave, introduced the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That with the concurrence of the “Senate, the 
two Houses will go into the election of a Public Printer, to 
print the laws and journals of ihe present session of the Leg- 
lature, on Wednesday next, at three o’clock, p. 21. 

Resolution read, and laid upon the table one day, for consid- 


eration. 


Mr. Dickson moved a reconsideration of the vote of the 
House, which referred a bill to be entitled, “A act creating 
the county of Grimes,” to the committee on County Bounda- 
ries. 

Motion carrried. 

The bill was then taken up and read, 

Mr. McNeill ofered the following, as an amendment to ths 
first section of the bill: 

“To the bead of Spring Creek; and from the head of Spring 


Creek, to the head of Pond Creek; thence ana straight line, to 


the mouth of ee s Creek, on the Brazos river.” 

Amendment adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the bill was then ordered to be ` 
engrossed. 

Mr. Cazenau moved that the rule of the House, which T8- 
quires resolutions. to lieo one day on the table, for consideration, 
be suspended, : 

Motion carried. 

On further motion of Mr. ‘Cazenan, the desolation to go 
into the election of a Public Printer, on Wednesday next,” was 
taken up. 

Mr Cazenau then moved thatthe word “Wednesday,” be 
stricken out of the bill, and the word “ Monday,” inserted, in- 


_ lieu thereof. 


On motion of Mr, Tankersly, the resolution was laid. upon 
the table, until Monday, ten o'clock, A. Me 

A bill to bee entitled, “ An act to create the county of Upshar, a 
was taxen up and — i 

Read a frst time; - 
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A bill to be entitled, “ An act to provide for the enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the State of Texas,” was taken.up, and 

Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act to organize Justices’ Courts, 
and to define the powers and jurisdiction of the same,” was 
taken up, and nd 

Read a first time. ; 

On motion of Mr. Willie, a “Resolution making an appro- 
priation for the mileage and per diem pay, of Wm. H. Ewing, 
for his services, as witness in the case of the Hon. L, G. Du- 
pree and A. G. Haynes, was taken up. : 

On further motion, the resolution was referred to the com- 
‘mittee on Contingent Expenses. j 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the House adjourned until Mon- 
day morning, nine o'clock. 


Ciry or Austin, MONDAY, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
, - March, 23d, 1846. 


. The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, and the following members answered tó 
their names: 
Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bovrland, Brown, 
Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, 
Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, 
Eddy, Erath, Gillett, Gilliam,-Gooch, Holland, Irion, Jones, 
Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, McFarland, McNeill, 
Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins; 
Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, 
Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, 
Truitt, White, Williams, and Willie. 
A quorum being ‘present, the House proceeded to business. 
The Journal of Saturday, the 21st inst., was read and adopt- . 


Mr. Russell presented a petition from the citizens of Bowie 
` county, praying for the establishment of a new county. 
- Petition read, and, : 
On motion, referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 
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Mr. Brown presented å petition from the citizens of Nacop- 
doches county, praying for a division of their county. : 
Petition read, and, - Po 

On motion, referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 
. Mr. Smith, of Harris, presented the petition of the heirs of 
John C. Grace, Edward. J. Johnson, and Richard Disney, pray- 
ing for the quantity of land the aforesaid parties were entitled, 
to. Petition read, and, | oe 

On motion, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Rose, Chairman of the Committee on Contingent ex- 


penses, made the following report: - 


The committee on Contingent expenses, to whom was refer-. 


red a “Resolution making an appropriation for the mileage 
and per diem pay of Wm. H. Ewing, for his services as witness 


in the contested election between the Hon. L. G. Dupree and. 


A. G. Haynes,” have instructed me to report the same back to 
the House, and to recommend its passage. 

Report and resolution received, and laid upon the table, to 
come up in their regular order. 


Mr. Keenan, Chairman of the committee on Education made 


the following report: 
Comsurter Room, ) 


March 21st, 1846. f 
Honorable Wm, E..Crump, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Your committee, to whom was referred the memorial of the 


Association of the Friends of Education, in relation to the- 


establishment of a.general and uniform: system of Common 
Schools in this State, with the annexed reports on the best 
modes of teaching, and the means of providing teachers, have 
had .the same under consideration, in connection with that 
part of the Governor’s Message relating to Education, together 


with a bill, to be entitled, “An act to make provision for . 


Publie Schools, and would respectfully report: 


That they consider the organization of a uniform system of 


common schools and academies for the instruction of the youth > 


of the country in all the elementary branches of an English 
education, and the endowment of colleges or seminaries for 
the higher grades.of learning, of paramount importance to us 
as a State, and should receive the earliest attention of the 


ae 


Legislature. Your committee, however, at this time, and under. - 


the existing circumstances, think it inadvisable, if not: impossi- + 
ble, to recommend any plan for the immediate action of your - 


House, ` 
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The munificent donations made by the Congress of the 
Republic of Texas, and the provisions of the Constitution of 
the S ate, for the appropria ion of a portion of the revenue 
derived from taxation, will insure to the people, if judiciously 
managed, the ultimate establishment of a system of schools, 
unsurpassed by any inthe Union. The Congress of 1889, acting 
under the fifih section of the General Provisions of the Consti- 
tution of the Republic, appropriated fifty leagues of land to, 
the erection and endowment of two colleges or universities; 
also three leagues to each county, for the establishment of 
commo 1 schools . | ` 

At the subsequent session of Congress, an additional league 
was granted to every county, for the promotion of the same 
object. Some of these lands have been located; but for want 
of ‘concert of action between the different counties, and the 
inefficient plan adopted for the management of the donations, 
many of the counties have neglected to cause locations and 
surveys to be made, or in any manner to convert the fund to- 
the purposes for which it wasintended. Under a provision of . 
the Constitution of the State of Texas, the lands cannot be ` 
disposed of but by lease, and for a time not exceeding twenty 
years. From existing cireumstances—ithe low value of lands, 
the large quantity in market, and the facility of acquiring title 
by fee simple, to wild and uncultivated lands—the appropria- 
tions are unavailable at present, and will continue so until the 
country becomes more densely populated, or until, by a change 
of provisions, they can be brought into market, free from the 
restrictions under which they are now placed. - By the Consti- 
tution it is made the duty of the Legislature to set aside not. 
less than one tenth part of the revenue derived from taxation, 
a3 a fund for the maintenance of common schools. But until 
the State government is fairly arranged, and under successful 
operation—until taxes are assessed and collected—nothing can 
be expected from that source; and even then, not more than 
the minimum amount can be anticipated, which would be in- 
adequate to the sucessful organization and support of schools 
throughout the State, under any system that would be uniform 
in its operation. To accomplish the object so much. desired, 
and to derive the greatest benefits from'the liberal appropria- 
tions that have been made, or that may hereafter be provided, 
your committee are persuaded, can best be effected. by- delay- 
ing for a time, the establishment of schools, until the available 
funds will be sufficient to organize, in every county, under the -' 
game general plans and regulations; and in the intermediate, - 
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cause the lands to be located and surveyed, and the titles to 
them fully perfected. This much should be accomplished as 
soon as possible, and a plan of general, systematice education 
adopted, suited to the condition and habits of the people of the 
State. To effect this object, your committee believe that a 
Board'of School Commissioners for the Sate, should be estab- 
lished, whose duty it should be, either in person or by agent, 
to have the Jands located and surveyed, in parts of the State 
where they will soonest be available, and the fitles perfected 
and secured against the claims and locations of individuals. 
They are also of opinion, that the donations, of all kinds what- 
soever, hereafter made. or which may hereafter, be given, 
should constitute a S'ate fund, and be placed under the direc- 
tion and management of the Board of Szhool Commissioners; 
subject, however, to the supervision and control of the Legis- ` 
lature. The Board of School Commissioners should also have 
power, during the interim between this and the succeeding 
session, to delegate an agent to the different States of the 
Union, in which the system of common schools have been 
most successfully introduced; who should be required to exa- 
mine minutely into the manner of conducting them, and into 
everything relating to the subject; and, if possible, digest a 
plan best suited to the people of the people df the S:ate, under 
all circumstances; and report to the Legislature at its next 
session, with all the facts and reasons for the plan so recom- 
mended, 

The bill under consideration, provides as fully for these - 
objects, as, perhaps, it is necessary to do, at the present time. 

Your committee would therefore respectfully report it back 
to the House; with the amendment, filling the blanks with the 
names of the “Governor,” “Secretary of S-ate,” and Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, and their successors in 
office,” and recommend it to the favorable consideration of 
your honorable body. 

[Signed] C. J. KEENAN, 
; i Chairman. ` 

Report read, and laid upon the table to come up among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act creating 
the county of Newton.” Bill read a first time. . 

Mr. Bose introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act to settle 
conflicting rights between the counties of Victoria, De Witt, 
La Vaea, Jackson, Refugio, and Calhoun.” 

Bill read a first time. t: 
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Mr. Holland introduced a bill to be entitled, “An act to re- 
quire certain testimony, in suits brought for the recovery of re- 
al estate,” 


Bill read a first time. 
Mr. McCulloch introduced a bill to be entitled, “An act ai- 


thorizing the Chief Justice of Gonzales county, to hold-elec 
tions in the counties of Guadalupe, De Witt, and La Vaca.” 
Bill read a first time. 
On motion of Mr. McNeill, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled, “An act to authorize the corporation 
of Galveston, to levy a tax for the support of free schools,” 
was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was passed to its third wn 
À bill to be entitled, “ An act to provide for the enumeration 

of the inhabitants of the State of Texas,” wastaken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act to provide for the change of 
Venue, in civil and criminal cases,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act creating the county of Smith,” 
was taken up, and 

Read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the bill was re-committed to the 
committee on County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act creating the county of Chero- 
kee,” was taken up, and 

Read a third time. 

‘On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill was ne a to the 
committec on County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act to protect religious denomin- 
ations, in the peaceable enjoyment of their own mode of Divine 
worship, ” was taken up, and 
« Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the es 
diciary. 
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A message was recéived from his Excellency, the Governor, 
in answer to a resolution, calling for information—with accom- 
panying documents. | . 

A bill to be entitled, “An act to organize Justices’ Courts, 
and define the power and jurisdiction of the same,” was taken 
up, and l f : e 

Read a second time. l pri 

On motion of Mr.’ Brown, the House resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole, on the bill just read. ` 

After some time being spent thereon, the committee rose, re- 
ported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 


Report adopted. _. | 
Mr. Perkins introduced a bill to be entitled, “An act to re- 


t 


_ store lands, sold for taxes, to their former owners.” 


Bill read a first time. i 

Mr. Gray moved that the communication, received from his 
Excellency, the Governor, be taken up. 

Mr. Dupree moved that the House adjourn until to-merrow 
morning, nine o’clock.. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Branch moved that the House adjourn until three o’- 
clock, P, M. 

Motion lost. l 

eae not being a quorum present, a call of the House was 
made, x 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, a further call of the House was 
suspended. ' KOPE 

Mr. Keenan renewed the motion of Mr. Gray, to take up 
the communication from his Excellency, the Governor. - 

Motion carried. oa tte “ag: 

The following communication was then taken up and read: 


Executive DEPARTMENT, 
| Austin, March 21st, 1846. 
To the Honorable, the . 
| House of Representatives : l 

_ In reply to the resolution of your honorably body, of the 17th 
Instant, the Executive has the honor to transmit, herewith, for 
the information of the Legislature, an estimate made by the 
Comptroller, of the probable annual expenses of the Govern- 
ment; together with the statement of the amount of money 
now ih the Treasury. Also a communication, from the Comp- 
troller to the Executive, containing other information and sug- 
s¢stions, connected. with the subject of enquiry. 
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It will be observed, that the total estimated expenses, for the 
first year, is nmnety -five thousand seven hundred and sixty-three 
dollars, and forty-six cents; which estimate includes, thirty. 
nine thousand, ‘one hundred and ninety-one dollars, and forty- 
six cenis—‘he expense of the Legislative Deparment ay 
shows that the estimated average sandal expenses, for the next 
two years, will be seventy-six thousand, one hundred and sixty- 
seven dollars, and seventy-three cents. 


[Signed] J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


Mr. Russell, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
made the following report: 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: | 
The committee on Engrossed bills, have examined: 
A bill to be entitled, “An act to establish the county of 
Walker;” and 
A bill to be entitled, “ An act creating the county of Grimes;” 
and find the same correctly engrossed. 


[Signed] . A. J. RUSSELL. 


Report read and accepted, 

Mr. Bourland moved that five hundred copies ‘of the Govern- 
ors message, and accompanying ddétuments, be printed for the 
use of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the message and accompanying 
documents, were referred to the committee-on Finance. 

Mr. Dupree moved that the House adjourn until to-mornnig, 
nine o’clock. 

Motion lost. ‘ 

Mr. Stewart moved that the House adjourn, until three 0’ 
clock, P- M. 

Motion lost. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the. bill to be entitled, “ An act 
` creating the county of Grimes,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Rose moved that the House E until to-morrow 
morning, nine o'clock. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. Rose's 
motion, and stood as follows: 


` Yeas. Messrs. Adams, Bourland, Cronican, Dupree, Edwards. 
of Nacogdoches, Gillett, Howard, Hudson, Irion, McClarty,’ 


Muckleroy, Rose, Russell, Stewart, White, and Willie-16, 


- 
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Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Branch, Brown, Burroughs, 
Cazenau, Charlton, Clark, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Jones, 
Keenan, Mabry, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Mullens; 
Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, 
Sadler, Savage, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, and Truit—39, 

So the motion to adjourn, was lost. 2 l 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, the House adjourned, until three 
o'clock, P. M. - 


-THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 
' The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: i 

Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Brown, Charlton, Clark, Cronican, 
Dickson, Echols, Eddy, Erath, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, 
Howard, Mabry, McCown, McCulloch, McFarland, Miller, 
Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, 
Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Sadler, Savage, Smith of Rusk, Switt, 
Tankersly, and Truitt. 8 l ‘ 

‘There not being a quorum present, the House adjourned, un- 
til to-morrow morning, nine o’clock. 


oS 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
City or Austin, TUESDAY, 
March 24th, 1846. 

The House met, pursuant to adjournment. ` . . 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 5 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, 
Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Edwards, of 
Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gil- ` 
liam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry McClarty, 
McCown, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, 
Muckleroy, Mullens, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, 
Redgate, Rose, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Tankersly, 


Truitt, White, Williams, and Willie. 
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A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adepted. 

Mr. Charlton presented two petitions from the citizens of 
Trinity county; also, one petition from a portion of the citi- 
zens of Liberty county, praying for the formation of new 
counties. 

Petitions read, and, 

On motion, referred to the committee on County Boundaries, 

Mr. Eddy presented the petition of Jacob Becker, praying for 
two-thirds of a league and a labor of land, as the balance of 
his head-right. 

Petition read, and, 

On motion, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report : 


To the Honorable Speaker of 
the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill, to 
be entitled, “An act for the relief of owners of slaves, con- 
victed and executed under the laws of this State,” and instruct 
me to propose the following“amendments. thereto: 

In the last line of the first section, wherever it occurs, strike 
out the word “Treasurer,” and insert “Comptroller. of Public 
Accounts.” 

In the fourth line of the second section, strike out the words, 
“pay thereon to,” and insert, “draw his warrant on the Trea- 
surer in favor of.” 

In the fifth line of the second session, after the word “cer- 
tificate, insert the word “for;” also strike out the entire third 
section of the bill. 

With these amendmeuts, a majority of the committee 
recommend the passage of the bill. A minority, consisting of 
Messrs. Gilliam, Pease; and the undersigned, dissent. ' 

[Signed] P.. W. GRAY, , 
+ Chairman. 

Report, bill, and substitute received, and laid upon the table, 
_ to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
also made the following report: 

To the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
“Joint resolution for disposing of a portion of the public 


ý 
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buildings, in the city of Austin,” have ‘considered the same, 
and instruct me to report the following amendments: ` 
. In the first section, after the word “Resolved,” insert “by the 

Legisjature of the State of Texas,” 

Strike out the words, “Secretary of State,” wherever they 
occur, and insert, “Gomptroller of Public Accounts.” 

Fill the blanks in the first section with the-wor ds, “twenty- 
fourth,” and “April.” 

Insert in the sixth line of the first section: after*the word 

“Texas,” the words, “and the lots on which they are situated.” 

Add, at the end ‘of the first section, as follows: “Except, 
also, such buildings as. are required bythe Joint Resolutions of 
annexation to be ceded to:the United States.” 

In the second line of the second section, strike out the word 
“third,” before “ cash,” and insert “fourth.” 

In the fourth line of the same section, after the word “note,” 
insert the words, “payable to the Comptroller of Public 
Accounts;” and fill the blank, before the word “responsible,” 
with the word “two.” 

With which amendments, Th committee recommend: the 
passage of the resolution. 

[Signed] ; - P W. GRAY, 
i r ‘Chairman. 
` Report, Joint Resolution, and amendments received, and laid. 
upon the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 

made the following report: 


Lo the Hon. Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on the Judiciary, have had under considera- 
tion a “Resolution, approving President Polk’s administration,” 
and instruct me to report the following amendment: 

Strike out the words, “Legislature of the State of Texas,” 
and insert, “ House of “Representatives,” 

With this amendment, they recommend the adoption of the 
resolution. 

They have also considered a bill to be entitled, “ An act reg- 
ulating and defining the salaries of Executive and J udicial 
officers of the State of Texas ;” and recommend its reference. 
to the committee on Finance. 

[Signed] ss - P. W. GRAY. 
Chairman., 
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Report, resolution, amendment, and bill, laid upon the table, 
to come up among ihe orders of the day. a 
Mr. Tankersly, Chairman of the committee on Finance, 
made the following report: i ' i . 
To the Honorable Sneaker of the 
House of Representatives: 


The committee on Finance, to whom was referred the bil! 
‘o be entMled, “An act to raise a revenue by direct taxation,” 
ave had the same under consideration, and a majority of said - 
sommittee, instruct me to report a substitute for said bill and 
:mendments; which, together with the estimate of said mas 
jority, is herewith submitted to the consideration of the House, 
[Signed] B. F. TANKERSLY. - 
Chairman, 


Report, bill and substitute laid upon the table, to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Irion, Chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
made the following report: 


To the Honorable W. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on County Boundaries, have examined a bill 
to be entitled, “An act to create the county of Collin.” They 
beg leave to report a substitute forthe first section; with the 
adoption of which, they recommend the passage of the bill, 

They haye also examined a bill to be entitled, “An act to 
establish Cass county ;” and recommend the following amend- 
ments to be made thereto: | 

From the word “beginning,” in the seventh line of the first 
section, strike out all, after the word “the” in the thirteenth 
line; and insert the amendments thereto appended. 

In the second sectiongadd, after the word “State,” in the 
last line of the section, “except as tothe right of forming 4 
separate Land District.” ; 

[Signed] VAN R. IRION. 


Chairman. 


Report, bills. and amendments received, and Jaid upon the 
table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Rassell, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
made the following report: 


Ty the. Honorable W:-E;.Crump,: °. o | 7 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 7 : 
The committee on Engrossed: bills, “have ‘examined’ the fol- 
lowing bill, and find the same correctly engrossed : 
A bill to be entitled, An act to legalize the marriage of 


Sam. M. Parry with Hlizabeth pees and. legitimating their 


children.” - 
[Signed] - a A. J. RUSSELL, 


Chair man, 
Report read and accepted. ` 
Mr..Holland introduced w bill to .be entitled, ae An act to lo- 
catethe Supreme Gourt.” i , l 


Bill read a first-time. 
Mr. Dickson introduced a bill to be entitled, “An act xing 


the county seat of: Justice, for the county of Grimes.” 

Bill read a first time. 

- Mr. Willie moved thatthe resolution, to. go into the election 
of Public Printer, be’ taken up. ; 


Motion lost. - aS 
- On motion of Mr. Tankar the pill t to ba sntitled: “ Anact 


to exempt certain property from forced sale;” together with 
the substitute therefor, offered by the committee, were taken up 

Substitute read and. adopted., 

‘Mr. Tankersly then moved that the bill be Tead by sections, 

Motion carried., . 

Mr. Bourland moved that ‘the first section be amended, by 
striking out the word & five,” and inserting the word: two, 4 
before the word “Cows and Calves.” 

Amendment rejected. 


é 


Mr. Echols-moved to amend, by inserting, fe fifteen. head of - 


sheep and fiye-goats” > 2... 

Amendment rejected; es 

Mr. White moved to amend thé first: ‘section, by inserting, 
oi a hens and chickens, together with aH the ie poultry about the 
yar 

Amendment rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Irion, the bill was laid - “upon. the table, 
until to-morrow, three o clock, P.M. 

By leave, Mr. Burroughs, Chairman of the committee on 
Enrolled bills, made the following report: 


“The committee on Enrolled bills, have examined ‘the follow. 


ing yand find the same correctly. enrolléd; rae 
Wi bill to be ‘entitled, “An: act fo - ergate „the county af De 
i) ae M eh: s 


” 
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A bill to be entitled, “An act to. locate. the county seat of 
De Witt county.” ` 
À À bill to be entitled, “ An act to organize the county of Bur: 

eson.” 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act 5 locaté the seat of Justice 
of Guadalupe county.” 

- A bill to be entitled, “An net to define the boundaries of 
the county of Fort Bend. 

A bill .to.be entitled, “An act to provide for fixing the seat 
of Justice, of the county of Austin.” . 

A bill to be entitled, * An act to enable the Gini Surveyor 
of Rusk county, to make a complete map of said county.” 

A. billto be entitled, “An act to create the county of Comal ; i 
and 

A bill to, be entitled, “ An act to define the boundaries of the 
county of Brazoria.” 

Said bills, having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
af Representatives andthe President of the Senate, pro tem, 
were on the twenty-fourth of March, eighteen. hundred and 
ea a presented to his P the Governor, for his ap- 

rova 
i Report read and accepted, 

z motion of Ms Tankersly,. the House eee to take 

up the 
ORDERS OF THE DAY.: 


A-bill to be éntitled, “ An act to.authorize the Corporation 
of the city of Galveston, to levy a tax for the support of Free 
" Schools ;’’ was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act to settle the conflicting rights, 
between the counties of Victoria, De Witt, La Vaca, J ackson, 
and Calhoun,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. . 

On motion of Mr. White, thé bill was referred to the sae 
tee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act to require certain testimony, 
in ce brought for the recovery of real estate,” was taken up, 
an 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Holland, the bill was referred f to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. . 

A bill to be entitled, “An act to limit suits.on foreign debts, 
was taken up, together with the substitute therefor, offered by 
the committee on utbe Judiciary. 


F 
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Mr. irion moved that the bill and substitute be laid upon ne 
table, until four o’clock, r. m. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Rose moved that the bill and substitute be laid upon the 
table, until the first day of July next. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. 
Rose’s motion, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Adams,Brown, Dickson,Edwards of Nacogdoch- 
es, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Howard, McClarty, Miller, 
Milican, Muckléroy, Mullens, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Sadler, 
Savage, "Swift, Tankersly, Truitt, and White—23. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Burroughs, Cazenau, Charl- 
ton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Gray, 
Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, Jones , Keenan, Mabry, 
McCown, McCulloch, ‘McFarland, McNeill, Noble, ‘Pattillo, 
Rayner, Russell, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Harris, and 
Williams—33. 

So the motion was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Irion, the bill was Jaid upon the table, 
until to-morrow, four o "clock, BOM. 

By leave, Mr. Pease made the following report, w u the ac- 
companying. resolution : 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


A majority of the Joint, Select committee, to whom was re- 
ferred the memorial of Wm. S. Whitmore, James Holford, and 
James Hamilton, beg leave to report : 

That,inasmuch as the Legislature has manifested a determi- 
nation, not to examine, audit and pass upon any claims, against 
the late Republic of Texas; but to refer them to the Board of 
Commissioners, to be organized for that purpose; they ask 

‘leave to be dischar ged from the further consideration of the 
same; andask, that the memorialists have leave to withdraw 
their memorials, with the accompanying documents, and file 
them with the Comptroller of the Treasury—that they may be 
referred to said Board for adjustment. 

They-also, beg leave to report the following resolution, and 
recommend its passage: 

Resolved, That General James Hamilton, for his- early sup- 
port of the cause of Texas, and defence of her citizens, in the 
Senate of South Carolina ; ‘and for the zeal ability and success, 
with which he conducted her foreign negotiations, in procuring 
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the recognition of her independence, by the leading European 
powers—deserves the gratitude of the nation. 
All of which, is respectfully submitted. 
A = e 
[Signed] “MNBILL, O” 
. E. HOWARD, 
Committee of the House. 
f J. G. McNEEL, 
W. M. WILLIAMS, 
Committee of the Senate. 


[Signed] 


Mr. Gray moved that the report and resolution, be laid upon 
the table, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Brown moved that the report, detached from the resolu- 
tion, be adopted. . , 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of the re- 
port, detached from the resolution, and stood as follows : 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, 
Burroughs, Cazenau, Cooke, Cronican, Dupree, Durham, Ed- 
wards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, 
Gillet, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Hudson, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, 
McClarty, McCown, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, 
Muckleroy, Noble, Pease, Perkins, Redgate, Rayner, Rose, 
Russell, Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Swift, Tankersly, Truitt, 
‘and Willie—44. ; 

Nays. Messrs. Charlton, Clark, Dickson, Echols, Holland, 
Irion; Milican, Mullens, Pattillo, Perry, Sadlér, Smith of Harris, 
and White—18. 

- So the report was adopted. — 

Mr. McClarty moved that the House adjourn, until three 
o'clock, P. M. : 

Motion lost. ; l 

On motion of Mr. McClarty, the word “final,” in the report, 
was stricken out. 

Mr. Pease, by leave, withdrew the resolution from the report, 
and then offered the following resolution : i 

Resolved, That General James Hamilton, for his early sup- 
port of the cause of Texas, and defence of her eitizens, in the _ 
Senate of South Carolina; and for the zeal, fidelity, ability and 
success, with which he conducted ‘her foreign negotiations, in 
procuring the recognition of her independence, by the leading 
European Powers, deserves-the gratitude of thé country. 

‘Mr. Brown moved that the resolution be laid upon the table, 
antil three o’clock, to-morrow. i - 4 
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Mr. Irion moved that the resolution be laid upon the table, 
until the thirty-first of December, eighteen hundred and. forty- 
SIX. > ‘ 

Mr. Brown moved that the House adjourn, until three o’- 
clock, È. m. i 

‘Motion lost. 

The yeas and nays were then called, on the adoption of the 
resolution, and stood as follows: l 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Brown, Cazenau, Dupree, 
Durham, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Gooch, Howard, Hudson, 
Jones, Mabry, McClarty, McCulloch, MeNeill, Pease, Perkins, 
Rayner, Rose, Russell, Stevenson, Stewart, Swift, and Willie 
—24, > 
_ Nays. Messrs. Adams, Barry, Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, 
Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, 
Gray, Gillett, Holland, Irion, Keenan, McCown, McFarland, 

. Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, Perry, 
Redgate, Savage, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Tankersly, 
Truitt, and White-—32, l 

So the resolution was rejected. Sq 

A message was received from Senate, informing the House 
that they had concurred in the amendments of the House, toa 
bill to be entitled, “ An act creating the county of Dallas;”* 
and that they had refused to recede from the amendments to the 
“Comptroller’s bill;” and that they had appointed a committee 
of conference thereon, and requested the appointment of a like 
committee on the part of the House, 

The House was also informed of the refusal of the Senate, 
to concur in the amendments of the House, to a bill to be en- 
titled, “An act to exclude from office,. from the right of suf- 
frage, and from serving on juries, persons convicted of certain 
high crimes and misdemeanors.” 

On motion of Mr. Echols, the House’ adjourned until three 
o'clock, r. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. - 
The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: __ 
Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, 
Cazenau, Charlton, Clark, Cook, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, 
‘> Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San 
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Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, 
Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, McFarland, 
- McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, 
Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Sadler, . 
Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sub- 
lett, Tankersly, Truitt, White, and Willie. — 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded fo business, 

Mr. Stewart offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commssioner of the General Land Office, - 
bé requested to lay before this House, an estimate of the prob- 
able annual expenses of said office, for the next two years; 
together with such other information, relative to the General 
Land Office, as he may deem useful. 

On motion, the resolution was laid upon the table, one day. 

A message was received from his Excellency, the Governor, 
informing the House that he had approved and signed the fol- 
lowing bills: 

£ An act to create the county of Comal ;” 

“ An act to establish the county seat of the county of Comal;” 

“An act to organise the county of Burleson;” T 

“An act to create a new county, out of a part of the coun- ` 
ties of Gonzales, Victoria, and Goliad,” to be called the courity 
of De Witt;” 

“An act to establish the seat of Justice of the county of, 
Guadalupe ;” 

“An act to define the boundaries of the county of Brazoria;” 
5 a act to define the boundaries of the county of ‘Fort 

end; ” f 

An act to locate the county seat of Dewitt county,” and 

“An act to enable the County Surveyor of Rusk county to 
make a complete map of said county.” ; 

Mr. Gray introduced a Joint Resolution, declaring the excelu- 
sive right of the State of Texas to the soil included within the 
limits thereof.” 

Joint Resolution read a first time. 7 

Mr. Jones introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act to repeal 
an act, Authorizing the President to have surveyed a reserve 
of land, for the Gochatte and Alabama Indians; approved the 
14th of January, 1840.” Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Willie introduced a bill, to: be entitled, “An. act to incor- - 
porate the La Vaca and Rio Grande Rail Road Company. 

Bill read a first time. l i ; 

On motion of Mr. Willie, the “Resolution allowing per diem ~ 
and mileage pay to W. H. Ewing, as a witness in the contested 
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election, between L. G. Dupree and A. G: Haynes, was, ‘taken 
up, and amended by Mr. Willie, as follows: ; 

“And that said amount may be drawn from: the Trasury, 
upon a draft signed by the Speaker of ‘the House oE Repre- 
sentatiyes, and countersigned by the Clerk”? > » . 

Amendment adopted. 


On motion the House proceeded to the 


| ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, to be entitled, “An act to provide ‘for the return of 
surveys ‘from new counties, establistied by the. first Degil 
ture,” was taken up. ° 

On motion of Mr. Rose, the bill was laid upon the table. 

The “Resolution- prohibiting new business from being intro- 
duced in the House of Representatives, from and after; the 
first of May, 1846, was taken up, and 

Read. 

Mr. Rose moved to ET by inserting, “the fifth of April. 2 

On motion of Mr. Durham, the resolution was laid upon the 
table. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to prohibit the various coun- 
ties from levying a tax upon their citizens, x was, taken up, 
and 

Read a second time. 

On motion,the bill was wR a to the- committee. on 
Finance.. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to raise a revenue for county 
purposes, was taken up, and, 

Read a second time. 

On motion ‘of Mr. Sublett, the bill was s referred fo the com- 
mittee on Finance. ' 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act regulating. the office of County 
Treasure rer," was Up, } and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was:referred to the committee on 1 Finance 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the bill,:t6 be entitled, “An act 
regulating Juries, was taken up, on its second reading. 

Mr. White moved to amend the bill, by ee ont, the 
words, “that they may judge well qualified.” l . e 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Sadler moved to amend the- bill; by sikh aut the 
words, “freehclders or householders.” ee Ute 

Amendment rejected. i 
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Mr. Smith, of Harris, moved that the bil be laid on the table, 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Willie offered the. following as san amendmen to the 
fourteenth section of the bill. 

The Foreman of the Grand Jury shall return to the Court, 
alist of all the witnesses, who may have been sworn before 
the Grand Jury, and the cases in which they were sworn.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Willie then moved to strike out the fourteenth section 
of the bill. ; 

- Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Bourland moved to amend the section by striking out 
the word “twenty,” and inserting “ten,” in lieu thereof. 

Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Miller offered. the following as an amendment to the 
bill: 

Insert the words, “and no more,” after the words, “may 
challenge five jurors,” in the eighteenth line; and after the 
words, “may challenge three jurors,” in the fifteenth line of 
the twenty-second section. 

On page five strike out all the second sectio: which pre- 
cedes the words “shall be paid, and insert, instead thereof, the 
following: 

“In all suits which may hereafter be instituted in the Dis- 
trict Court, it shall be the duty of the Clerk of the District 
Court to demand and receive from the plaintiff, (except when 
the State is plaintiff) a jury tax of three dollars, where the 
sum sued for does not exceed five hundred dollars; and a jury 
tax of four dollars, where the sum sued for exceeds five hun- 
dred dollars, before filing the petition. And, in all cases of 
appeal from a Justice of the-Peace, or any other inferior court, 
to the District Court, the Clerk of the District Court shall 
demand and receive of the plaintiff, or party bringing up the 
record, (except where the State is plaintiff.) a jury tax of one 
dollar and fifty cents, where the sum in controversy does not 
exceed fifty dollars; and the sum of two dollars, where the 


sum in-controversy ‘exceeds fifty dollars, before filing the 
same, 


Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Cronican moved to amend the amendment, proposed by 
Mr. Miller, as follows: 


Strike out the words, “ except whee the: State is plaintiff,” 
wherever they occur. 


Amendment rejected. 
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Mr. Sublett moved.to amend the bill, by striking’ out the 
twenty-seventh section. 
.Mr. Rose moved to amend the bill by striking out all in 
regard to appeals from justices’ courts, and filing of records. 
- Mr. Echols moved that the House adjourn, until to-morrow 
morning ten o’clock. 
Motion lost. f ; 
On motion, a call of the House was then made. 
On motion of Bourland, a further call was suspended. 
Mr. Tankersly moved that the bill be laid upon the table, 
until to-morrow nine o'clock, A. M. 
On motion of Mr. McClarty the house adjourned, until to- 
morrow morning, nine o’clock, 


Ciry or Austin, WEDNESDAY, 


HOUSE OF "Aen, Wa, 
March, 25th, 1846. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names: 

_ Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, Brown, . 
. Burroughs, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, 

Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gooch, 
Irion, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, McCulloch, McFar- 
land, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, 
Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, 
Sadler,. Savage, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tan- 
kersly, Truitt, and White. i 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, that portion of the Journal rela- 
ting to the report‘of the Joint Select Committee, was laid up- 
on the table, until to-morrow, nine o’clock, A. M. ` 

Mr. Howard presented the petition of William Patterson, 
praying permission to re-ship certain goods, seized on by the 
Collector of customs at Aransas. e - 

Petition read, and 
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On motion of Mr. Howard, referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance. ; 
Mr. Gray, Cháirman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: 


To the Hon. Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred, “A 
joint resolution, defining the mode of procedure to „be pursued 
by the Legislature, in enacting laws? and, also, a bill, to be 
entitled, “An act to provide for the revision of the laws of 
Texas,” have considered the same, and instruct me to report 
the enclosed substitute for both of them; entitled, “An act to 
provide for revising, digesting and arranging the laws, civil 
and criminal;” the adoption of whieh they instruct me to re- 
commend. 

[Signed] l P. W. GRAY. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 

also made the following report: 


To the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred -a 
bill, to be entitled, “An act organizing and defining the duties 
of County Courts:” have considered the same, and instruct me 
to report the enclosed substitute therefor, entitled, “An act or- 
ganizing County Courts;” the adoption of which, ‘they instruct 
me to recommend. 

[Signed] P. W. GRAY, 

bs E Chairmain. 

Reports, bills and substitutes received, and laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following report : 


To the Hon. William E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of TA 


The committee ọn State Affairs, have considered a ‘bill, to be 
entitled, “An act to authorize the Governor of the State to 
procure, for the use of the State, thej acts of the present and 
subsequent sessions ef the Congress of the United States;” and- 
believing it is the custom, if not the duty, of the General Gov- . 
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ernment, to furnish the different States, with the laws passed 
at each- session of Congress, deem any-action, in the premises, 
by the Legislature, unnecessary; and therefore, return said 
bill to the House, and recommend that it be laid upon the ta- 


ble. 
[Signed] E. CLARK.. 
, ` Chairman: 
Report. and bill received, and laid upon the table, to come- 
up with the orders of the day. l 


Mr. Rose, Chairman of the committee on the Land Office, 
made the following report : - . 


p 


The committee on the Land Office, have had under consid- 
ertion, the various matters relating to the General Land Of- 
fice; and have instructed me to report the, accompanying. bill, 
for its re-organization. 

[Signed] . JOHN W. ROSH, 
Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the report was adopted. ` 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to establish. and organize a 
General Land Office, for the State of Texas,” was 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Rose, Chairman of the committee on the Land Office, 
also made the following report: 

The committee on the Land Office, to whom was referred a 
“Resolution, instructing them to take into consideration the 
twelfth article of the Constitution, and enquire into the expe- 
diency of establishing one, or more subordinate Land Offices, 
in this State; and report such bill, or bills, as they may think: 
appropriate on said article;” have had the same under consid- 
eration, and have instructed me to report the following bill: 

Your committee would, in this place, exhibit a detailed esti- 
mate of the probable expenses. of the proposed change; but 
that a resolution of the House, calling for information from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, will probably, pro- 
duce more certain and definite information, on this subject, 
than they could possibly furnish. They would, however, sug- 
gest, that the new system proposed, dozs not contemplate the 
creation of new duties, or a change of duties,so much as a 
thorough and systematic distribution of powers and duties, 
among the various officers of the land system. 

In this view of the subject, they are of opinion, that the 
convenience of the people, the despatch of business, and the 
harmonious and concerted action of the various. officers and 
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agents, connected with the land system, have been substan- 
tially consulted; without producing any violent or radical 
change in the system, as originally organized. 
[Signed] JOHN W. ROSE, 
l Chairman; 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the report was adopted. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to establish and organize cer- 
tain subordinate offices of the General Land Office of the State 
of Texas,” was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Keenan moved that a call of the House be made. 

Motion carried. be ad 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, a further call of the House was 
suspended. 

Mr. Bourland, by leave, introduced the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That no resolution, bill or other paper, shall be 
taken up, out of its regular order; unless by a vote of two 
thirds of the members present.” Resolution read, and 

On motion, laid upon the table one day, for consideration. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act regulating juries,” having been 
made the special order, for to-day, at nine o’clock, a. m., was 
taken up. : 

Mr. Sublett moved to amend the bill, by striking out the 
twenty-seventh section, and inserting the following in. lieu 
thereof: ; l 

“Be it further enacted, That in every suit decided in any of - 
the District Courts of the State, there shall be a tax fee of two 
dollars and fifty cents, levied against the unsuccessful party 
in such suit; which shall be collected by the Sheriff of the- 
county in which the suit may be decided; and shall be regard- 
ed as a privileged claim, against such unsuccessful party; 
and shall be paid in preference to any other costs of such suit; 
and when collected, paid by such Sheriff into the County 
Treasury—to be applied to the payment of Jurors, and no 
other purpose whatever. And should any Sheriff fail or re- 
fuse to pay over any sucli tax fee within thirty days after col- 
lecting the same, he shall forfeit ‘double such amount—to be 

recvered by motion, in the District Court.” 

Mr. McNeill moved to amend the substitute for the twenty- 
seventh section, by inserting “to be paid by the successful 
party, at the time of the rendition of judgment.” 

Amendment rejected. i 


Mr. McNeill then offered the following, as a substitute for - | 
the suhstitnte: 


. 
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“On all actions hereafter to be commenced, in the District 
Courts of this State, the fee of the Jury shall be three dollars, 
` on all verdicts which they may render; and on all judgments; 

which may be confessed in said Courts, the Jury fee-shall be 
one dollar—to be paid by the party taking such verdict or 
judgment, at the time of such rendition—to be taxed in the 
bill of costs.” 

Mr. Miller moved to strike out of the substitute for the 
substitute, the words “or judgment confessed.” - 

Motion lost. - 

The question recurring on the adoption of the apse for 
the substitute; the substitute was, 

Rejected. 

The yeas and nays were then called, on the adoption of 
Mr. Sublett’s substitute for the twenty-seventh section of the 
bill, and stood as follows: 

Yeas.. Messrs, Adams, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, 
Eddy, Erath, Gooch, Ition, Jones, Keenan, ‘McClarty, McCown, 
McCulloch, ‘Muckleroy, N oble, Pattillo, Perry, Rayner, Red- 
gate, Russell; Sadler, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Truitt, 
and White—27. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Branch, Bourland, Croni- 
can, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Hudson, 
Mabry, McFarland, McN eill, Miller, M ilican, Mullens, Ogden, 
Pease, Perkins, Rose, Ryburn, Savage, Stevenson, Smith of 
Harris, Swift, Tankersly, and Willie—29. 

So'the substitute was rejected. 

Mr. Rose moved to amend the twenty-seventh section of ihe 
bill, by striking out the first ten lines, and inserting the follow- 
ing’ 

“In all suits which may hereafter be instituted in the Dis- 
trict Courts, it shall be the duty of the Clerk of the District 
Court, to demand and receive from the plaintiff, (except 
where the State is plaintiff) a. jury tax of two dollars and fifty 

‘cents, before filing any petition; which shall be taxed in the 
bill of costs, against the party cast. And he shall pay the 
said jury tax-into the county treasury within ten days after the 
adjournment of the court.” 

And, also, at the end of the section, add the following: 

“And in all cases brought to the District Court by appeal 
from aninferior court, there shall be a jury tax of one dollar 
and fifty cents, included in the bill of costs, against the party 
cast; which shall be ‘collected by the Sheriff, and paidinto the 
county treasury.” 
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Mr. Bourland moved to strike out the word “ Sheriff,” in the 
last amendment, and insert the words, “successful party.” 

Amendment adopted. l 

The question was then taken on the adoption of Mr, Rose’s 
amendments, and the 

Amendments adopted. : 

Mr. Sublett moved to amend the twenty-seventh section of 
the bill, by inserting the following: 

“Provided, That nothing herein contained shall prévent any 
person from suing, who shall make oath that he or she is 
unable to pay said tax fee.” l 

Mr. Burroughs moved to strike out of the amendment, the 
word “swear,” and insert the word “ statement.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Tankersly moved that the bill be referred to'a Select 
Committee. 

Motion carried. , 

The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Tankersly, Sublett, 
McNeill, Bourland, and Rose, to compose said committee. 

By leave, Mr. Taukersly introduced a bill, to be entitled, 
“An act to authorize and require the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue patents in certain cases. 

Bill read a first time. l 

Mr. Sublett, by leave introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An 
act for the relief of Travis G. Brooks. 

Bilt réad a first time. 

. Mr. Ogden, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An 
aet incorporating the city of New Braunfels.” 

Bill read a first time. l i 

On motion of Mr. Howard the house adjourned until three 
o'clock, P, m. i ; 


TAREE O'CLOCK, P. M, 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: f 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Brown, Clark, Dick- 
son, Durham, Echols, Edwards, of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, 
Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McCulloch, 


F 
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McFarland, ‘McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, 
Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate; Rose, 
Russell, Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith 
of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Truitt, and White. 
A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 


On motion of Mr. Mabry, the House proceeded to take up 
the i l 


_ ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, to be entitled, “An act prescribing the time at which 
all laws muy have, and go into effect,” was taken up, together 
with the amendments thereto, made by the House, in whieh” 
the Senate had refused its concurrence. 

Mr. Brown moved that the House recede from its amend- 
ments. ; . : 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Gray moved a reconsideration of the vote, receding from 
the amendments. ‘ 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Gray then moved that the House adhere to their amend- 
ments to the bill, and that a Committee of Conference be 
appointed to take into consideration the subject matter of dis- 
agreement.. i 

Motion carried. 

? The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Gray, Redgate, and 
Jones, to compose said Committee of Conference. . 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to exclude from offiee, from 
the right of suffrage, and from serving on juries, persons con- 
victed of certain high crimes and misdemeanors,” was taken 
up, togéther with the amendments made by the House, in 
which the Senate refused its concurrence. 

Mr. Brown moved that the House adhère to its amendments, 
and that the subject matter of disagreement be referred to a 
Committee of Conference. 

Motion carried. 

A “Joint Resolution, instructing our Senators, and request- 
ing our Representatives, in the Congress of the United States, 
to procure the establishment of certain Mail. Routes, was 

‘taken up. | 

Mr. Stewart offered the following as an amendment to the 
Joint Resolution : a z 
_ “From Opelousas, in Louisiana, to San Antonio de Bexar, 
va Salem, Taylors, Richardson’s, Swartwout, Raven Hill, - 
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Carothers, Danville, Lone Oak, Groce’s Retreat, Fanthorp’s, 
Washington, Brenham, La Grange, Gonzales, ‘atid Seguin, to 
exar.” 

. Amendment adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the j oint Resolution was then 
referred to a Select Committee. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to organize Justices’ Courts, 
and to define the powers and jurisdiction of the same,” was 
taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the House resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole, on the bill under consideration. 

Mr. Miller in the Chair. 

After sometime spent thereon, the committee rose, reported 
progress, and asked to be discharged from further consideration 
of the subject. 

Report adopted. - 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill, and the amendments thereto, 
made by the Committee of the Whole, were referred. to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Gray moved that the House adjourn, until to-morrow 
mornings nine o'clock. 

À. call of the House was then made, and it appeared; that 
Messrs. Cook, Hudson, and Stevenson, were absent. 

The Sergeant at Arms was then dispatched after the absent 
members. 
On motion of Mr. Brown, a further call of the House was 

suspended. 

The yeas and nays were then called on Mr. Gray’s motion 
to adjourn, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Cronican, Dickson, Echols, Edwards of San 
Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Holland, Trion, Keenan, 
McFarland, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mull ens, N oble, Patillo, 
Perry, Redgate, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of 
Rusk, Sublett, Tankersly, Truitt, ‘and White.—29. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, 
Brown, Burroughs, Cazenau, Clark, Dupree, Durham, Edwards 
of Nacogdoches, Gooch, Howard, Jones, Mabry, McClarty, 
McCown, McCulloch, MeN eill, Ogden, Pease, Perkins, Rayner, 
Rose, Russell, Stevenson, Smith of Harris, Swift, and Wil- 
liams. —30. 

So the motion to adjourn was lost. 

A message was received from his Excellency the Governor, 
informing the House that he had approved ‘and signed t the fob 
lowing bills: : 
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“An act to provide for fixing the seat of justice of the 
county of Austin,” and 

“An act to create the county of Anderson.” 

Mr. McCown moved that the vote of the House—taken on 
yesterday—on the resolution offered by Mr. Pease, tendering 
to Gen. James Hamilton the gratitude of the country, be 
reconsidered. _ 

Mr. Bourland moved, to lay the motion of Mr. McCown on 
ihe table. i 

On motion, a call of the House was made. 

Mr. Williams moved that the House adjourn, until to-morrow 
morning, nine o'clock, 

The yeas and nays were called on Mr. William’s motion to 
adjourn, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Cazenau, Cronican, Dupree, Ed- 
wards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Howard, 
McClarty, McCulloch, Ogden, Pease, Perkins, Stevenson, Swift, 
and Williams—-17, ? 

Nays. Messrs. Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, Brown, 
Burroughs, Clark, Cook, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Eddy, Gray, 
Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, 
McCown, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, 
Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, Perry, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, 
Savage, Stewart, Smith -ot Harris, Smith of Rusk, Subleit, 
Tankersly, Truitt, and White—42. 

" So the motion to adjourn, was lost, 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, a call of the House was made. 

Mr. Brown moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning, nine o'clock, 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Dupree moved that the House adjourn, until Friday, the 
iwenty-seventh instant, at four o’clock. 

Motion lost. l 

Mr. Durham moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow, 
nine o’clock, a. m. f 

On motion of Mr. Bourland,a call of the House was made. 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, a further call of the Heuse was 
‘suspended. - 

Mr. Sublett then moved to lay the motion, for a reconsidere- 
‘tion of the vote on Mr. Pease’s resolution, upon the table. 
wo Gilliam proposed to amend, by adding, “until the first of 

ay.” x x . g 
Mr, Durham moved that the House adjourn until tomorrow, 
mne o’élock, a. M. 
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The yeas and nays were called, on Mr. Durham’s motion to 
adjourn, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Branch, Bourland, Brown, Cazenau, Dupree, 
Durham, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Gillett, Gooch, Howard, 
Hudson, Jones, Mabry, McClarty, McCulloch, McNeill, Ogden, 
Pease, Perkins, Rayner, Ryburn, Smith ef Rusk, Swift, and 
Williams—24. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Burroughs, Clark, 
Cook, Cronican, Dickson, Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, 
Eddy, Gray, Gilliam, Holland, Irion, Keenan, McCown, Mce- 
Farland, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, 
Perry, Rose, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Sublett, 
Tankersly, Truitt, and White—34. 

So the motion to adjourn, was lost. 

Mr. Dupree then moved to adjourn, until nine o’clock, to- 
_Morrow, A. M. 

Motion lost. ` l l 

The question then recurred, on Mr. Sublett’s motion, to lay 
the motion for a reconsideration of the vote, on the adoption 
of Mr. Pease’s resolution, upon the table; and the 

Motion was carried. ; 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, the House adjourned, until to- 
morrow, ten o'clock, A. M. ; 


Ciry or Austin, THURSDAY, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
a March 26th, 1846, 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names: . 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bouvrland, Brown, 
Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Echols, Edwards 
of Nacogdoches, Eddy, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, 
Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, McFarland, 
BfcNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Noble, Ogden, Pease, 
Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Tankersly, Truitt, 
White, Williams, and Willie. 
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A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

That portion of the Journal of’ the 24th inst., which relates 
to the report of the Joint Select Committee, was taken up, and 
adopted. 

Mr. Milicam presented the petition of E. L-R. Wheelock— 
_ praying that his Head-Right League of Land,be annexed tothe 
county of Brazos. Petition read, and 

On motion, referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

The Chair presented the memorial of D. T.. Disney—pray- 
ing for relief. Memorial read, and 

.On motion of Mr. Echols, referred to the Committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Cazenau presented the petition of B. H. H. Butts— 
praying for six hundred and'forty acres of land, as the balance 
of the quantity of land he is entitled to, Petition read, and 

On motion, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Ogden presented the petition of John C. Hays—pray- 
ing the Legislature to make an appropriation for the pay of 
his Company, for services rendered, during the war of 1841. 

Petition read, and 

-On motion, referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on State Affairs 

made the following report: 


- To the Honorable W. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on State Affairs, have had under considera- 
tion, a bill, from the Senate, to he entitled, “An act, to provids 
for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the State of Texas;” 
and have made made the following amendments. thereto: 

Inthe second line of the second section after the word, 

“shall,” insert the words, “en or before the second Monday in 
December;” and, in the third line of the same section, after 
the words, “by mail,” insert the words, “or otherwise,” 

With these amendments, they report the bill back to the 
House, and recommend its passage. 

The committee, herewith, return to the House, a resolution, 
requiring them to draft a law, to-carry into effect, the twenty- 
ninth section, of the third article of the Constitution—believing 
that the bill above mentioned, accomplishes the object of said 
resolution, as fully as is necessary.. i 

[Signed] E CLARK. . 


Chairman: 
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Report, bill, amendments and resolution received, and laid 
upon the table, to come up with the orders of the day. | 

Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined “An act, 
creating the county of Anderson,” and find the same correctly 
enrolled; and, having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives and the President of the Senate, pro tem., 
was, onthe 24th of March, 1846, handed to his Excellency, 
the Governor, for his approval. 


[Signed] JAMES M. BURROUGHS, 
l i Chairman. 

Report read and accepted; 

Mr. Perkins introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved, by the House of Representatives, That such of tha 
election returns, which were received before the Legislature 
declared the Honorable N. H. Darnell, duly clected Lieutenant 
Governor of the State of Texas; andhave since come to hand 
—either to ‘the Speaker or the House—be, and the same are, 
hereby, referred to the Select Joint Committee, raised to in- 

‘vestigate the propriety of reconsidering the action ofthe Leg- 
islature, in deciaring the election of Lieutenant Governor; and 
that said committee be permitted to open said lection returns, 
examine and report thereon. 

Mr. Russell moved, that the resolution be laid upon the 
table. 

Motion lost. 

The Speaker refused to put the question, on the adoption of 
the Resolution. on Constitutional grounds. 

E, Perkins thea, or the part of the committee, raised “to 
enquire into the propriety.of reconsidering’ the action of the 
legislature, in declaring N. H. Darnell, Lieutenant Governor,” 
moved, that the committee be discharged [rom the further con- 
sideration of the matter; as the evidence before the Ilouse of 
Representatives, could not, according to the decision of the 
Speaker, go before the commiitee. 

Motion carried. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
Iiouse of the passage, by that body, of 

‘A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to amend the eighth and elev: 
enth sections of an act to incorporaté Herman’s University.” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An aet, to continue in office, certain 
civil and military officers—commissioned under the authority 
of the late Republic of Texas,” 
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A bill, to be entitled “An act, authorizing the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, to issue patents—in cases where’ 
Land Scrip has been located in two-surveys.” s 

A bill,to be entitled “An act, to prohibit individuals from 
issuing Bills, Checks, Promissory Notes ‘or other paper, to eir- 
culate as money;” and as 

A bill, to be entitled “An act, to create a new county; out of 
part of the counties of Gonzales and Dexar—to be called, the 
county of Guadalupe” . 

The House was also informed that the Senate had adopted 
the report of the committee of Conference; agreeing to the 
amendments of the House,toabill,tobeentitled “Anact, creating 
the county of Polk.” 

Mr. Edwards, of San Augustine, presented the following 
communication, from Gen. N. H. Darnell: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and z 
House of Representatives > 


‘Since my arrival at the city of Austin, i have been: -waited 
upon by a joint committee, of both Houses—informed of my 
election, to the office of Lieutenant Governor of the State o? 
Texas, and requested to indicate, at what time it would suit 
my conyenience, to come forward and take the oath of office. 

Tam well aware this declaration, of the two Houses, was 
made after their having complied with the requirements of the 
Constitution—by opening the returns and counting the votes 
polled in the Gubernatorial election—during the first week of 
their session. Of these votes, I had a majority; and was, there- 
upon, declared duly elected, Lieutenant Governor. Subse- 
quent returns have reached the State Department, which leave 
no doubt of the reversal of that majority. Under the circum- 
stances, the tenure by which I hold the second office within the 
gift of the people of Texas, is not that, of a full and fair ex- 
_ pression of the popular will; but a technical informality, negli- 
gence, or neglect of duty, on the part of the returning officers, 
of some of the counties—who, in failing to forward their re- 
turns to the Seat of Government, have defeated the expressed 
wish of the voters of the State; a majority of whom, cast 
their suffrages in favor of my competitor. 

In Justice to my own feelings; in obedience to the commands; 
of.my fellow citizens—speaking through the medium of the 
ballot-box—(though they have been but partially heard;) and 
from a firm conviction of the correctness of one of the great, 
fundamental principles of Republicanism, which gives the 
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right of rule to the majority: I cannot consent to become the 
incumbent of an office, conferred upon me by the minority 
of the votes given. 

In thus declining to be invested with the offic: of Lieuten- 
ant Governor of the State of Texas, I feel confident, the inter- 
ests of the country will suffer no.detriment; whena distinguish- 
ed gentleman, who has rendered many eminent services to the 
land of his adoption, and identified his fame with the history 
of our glorious Republic, is exercising its functions. 

Allow me to say to you, gentlemen, that I derive more satis- 
faction, in laying down honorsand surrendering an office, which 
rightfully, belong to another, than could have accrued from 
the enjoyment of the same, by the unanimous vote of my coun- 
trymen. Whatever disappointment I may have felt at the 
result, is more than compensated, by the pleasure it affords me, 
to give to the world a practical illustration of the Republican 
spirit which pervades our land. 

In concluding my official intercourse with your honorable 
bodies, permit me te congratulate you, upon the happy condi- 
tion of the State—peace, tranquility and security, are upon 
_our borders. Their benign influences are being felt, through- 
out the extent of our bright and beautiful land; ‘and I indulge 
the proud hope, that, ere long, the “Lone Star State” will 
rival, if not surpass, her elder sisters, in those acquisitions 
which make a people great and prosperous. That the Grand 
Architect of the Universe, may preserve her in His holy keep- 
ing, should be the prayer of every Christian and every Patriot. 

I am, gentlemen, 
Your obedient, 
Humble servant, 
[Signed] N. H. DARNELL. 

Mr. Howard moved, that the communication be referred to 
a Select Committee, of five. 

Motion carried. i 

The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Howard, Tankersly, 
Miller, Brown and Bourland, to compose said committee. 

Mr. Burroughs moved, that the House adjourn, until to-mor- 
‘Tow morning, nine o ’clock. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Burroughs then moved, that the House adjoura, until 
three o'clock, r. m. 

Motion carried, and the House adj ourned, in accordance 
therewith. 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P. M 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Cazenau, 


Charlton, Clark, Dickson, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, 


Stree 


Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, 
Holland, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, McCulloch, McFarland 
McNeill, Miller, Milican, Maey, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, 
Pease, Perkins, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sad- 
ler, Savage, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, 


`. and Truitt. 


A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

By leave, Mr. Pease introduced a bill, to be entitled “An act, 
to provide for the publication of the Laws of Texas.” 

Bill read a first time. , , 

On motion of Mr. Cazenau, a bill, to be entitled “An act, to 
raise a revenue by direct taxation,” was taken up. - 

Mr. Brown moved, that the bill be laid upon table; and that 
it be made the special order of the day for to-morrow, at ten 
o'clock, a. M. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Perkins, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled “An 
act, regulating elections.” 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. McCulloch, a bill, to be entitled “An aet, 
authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land Office, to 
issue Patents to second, third and fourth class of claims, was 
taken up, and 

Read a second time. l 
5 a motion, the bill was referred to the committee on Publie 

ands, - 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, Mr. Hudson was added to the 
committee on Public Lands. 

The resolution, prescribing the order of business in the 
House, was taken up, and 

Read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, Mr. Branch was added to the Se- 
lect Committee, raised to take under gonsde amoi the commu- 
nication of Gen. N. H. Darnell. 

On motion of Mr Eddy, Mr. Williams was added to the same 
committee. 


248 


$ . 
The “Resolution prescribing the hours, at which the House 
shall meet, and adjourn, each day,”-was taken up, and 
Read and adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Cazenau, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, to be entitled, “An act creating the county of New- 
ton,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the bill was referred'to the com- 
mittee on County Boundaries. ae 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, creating the county of Collin,” 
was taken up, together with the substitute for the first sec- 
tion, offered by the committee. 

_ Substitute read and adopted; and, 

On motion, the bill was passed to its third reading. 

A “joint Resolution, providing for the disposal of a portion 
of the public buildings, inthe City of Austin,” together with 
the amendments thereto, offered by the committee onthe Ju- 
diciary; were taken up. 

Amendments read and adopted. | 

Mr. Gray offered the following, as an amendment to the - 
Joint Resolution: 

“SEC. Be it further enacted, That this Resolution take ef- 
fect from and after its passage.” 

Mr. Miller moved, to strike out “April,” and insert “Decem- 
ber.” Amendment rejected. ` 

Mr. Russell offered the following, as an amendment to the 
bill: 

Strike out the words, “for one third cash, and the balance in 
twelve months,” and insert “on a credit of twelve months.” 

Amendment rejected. f l 

Mr. Gillett moved, that the Resolution be laid upon the table, 
until Saturday, ten o'clock, a. m. 

Motion carried. pe 

A “Joint Resolution approving of President Polk’s adminis- 
tration;” together with the amendments proposed by the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, were taken up. 

Amendments read and adopted. 

Mr. White moved, to insert the words, “in their opinion.” 

Amendment rejected, 
Mr. Miller moved, to strike out the word, “unmolested.” 
Amendment rejected. 
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Mr. Russell offered the following, as an amendment Yo the 
Joint Resolution: “a 

“Src. 2d., Resolved, That the safety, interest and honor of 
the United States, demand the adoption of judicious and effec- 
tive measures, for the extension of our laws and jurisdiction, 
over the whole of the Territory of Oregon—thereby comply- 
ing with the petition of its inhabitants; as well as fulfilling the 
chief purpose, for which all Governments have been eonstitu- 
ted” Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Tankersly moved, that the Joint Resolution be adopted. 

Motion carried. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, regulating the salaries of Exe- 
cutive and Judicial Officers,” was taken up, and 

On motion, re-committed to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Willie, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, 
to open and construct a Turnpike-Road, from the City of Hous- 
ton to the town of Brenham.” 

Bill read a first time. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, for the relief of owners of 
slaves, convicted and executed, according to the laws of Texas:” 
together with the amendments thereto, offered by the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary: were taken up. 

Amendments read and adopted. 

Mr. McNeill moved, that the bill be laid upon the table. 

Motion lost., 

Question: Shall the bill, now under consideration of the 
House, be engrossed? . 

The ycas and nays were called, on the engrossment of the 
bill, and stood as follows: - 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Brown, Bur- 
roughs, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Durham, Edwards 
of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Hudson, Jores, 
Keenan, Noble, Perkins, Rayner, Rose, Sadler, Stevenson, 
Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Tankersly and White—26. 

Nays. Messrs. Cazenau, Dickson,Dupree, Eddy, Gray, Gillett, 
Gilliam, Gooch, Helland, Howard, Irion, Mabry, McCulloch, 
McFarland, McNeil, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, 
Peasc, Perry, Russell, Ryburn, Savage, Smith of Harris, Swift, 
Truitt, Williams and Willie—29. 

So the House refused to engross the bill. 

_ A bill, to be entitled, “An aet,to make provisions for Pub- 
lic Education”—reported by the committee on Education: was 
taken up, and Read a second time. - 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 
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Mr. Burroughs, Chairman of the committee on Enrolled 

Bills, made the following report: 
Committex Room, 
March 26th, 1846. 
Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined “An act, 
ereating the county of Panola,” and find the same correctly en- 
rolled; and having been signed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, and the President of the Senate pro tem, was 
handed to his Excellency, the Governor on this day, for his 


[Signed] JAMES M. BURROUGHS, 
Chairman. 

Report read and accepted. - A 

By leave, Mr. Russell introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An 


act, to prohibit fire-hunting.” 


Read a first time. i . 
A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to exempt certain property 


- from forced sale,” was taken up, and 


Read a second time. 

Mr. Miller offerred the following, asan amendment to the 
bill: 

“Be it further enacted, That there shall be reserved to eve- 
ry citizen, not the head of a family, free and independent of 
the power of a writ of fire facias, or other Execution, issuing 
from any Court, fifty acres of land or one town lot—including 
his or her homestead, and improvements, not exceeding five 
hundred dollarsin value. All implements of husbandry; not 
exceeding fifty dollars in value;—all tools, apparatus and books, 
belonging to the trade or profession of any such citizen; and 
one horse, saddle and bridle: o 

Provided, That the provisions of this section, shall not be 
construed to extend to any citizen who may compose a part of 
amy family, the head of which is entitled to the benefit of the 
provisions of the preceding sections of this act.” 

Mr. Durham moved, to amend the amendment, proposed by 
Mr. Miller, as follows: 

“Provided, That none of the property &c., as mentioned in 
this section, shall be allowed to any single man or bachelor, 
unless he produce a certificate from the Chief Justice of the 
county where he resides, stating that he has tried, and has 
failed, in every effort he has made, to get married.” - 

Amendment adopted. 
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Mr. Miller then offered the following,as an amendment to 
the amendment proposed by Mr. Durham: 
` And provided further, That the provisions of this act, shall 
not extend tothe county of New Durham.” - 

Amendment adopted. 

The question then recurred, on the adoption of the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Miller; as amended; and the 

Amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Tankersly moved, to amend as follows: 

“Under any @gder or decree, issuing from any Court, what- 
ever.” 

Amendment adopted. 
„ On motion ef Mr.*Mabry, the bill was then ordered to be en- 
grossed. f 

On motion of Mr. Gillett, the Resolution, requiring bills to 
be taken up in regular order, was suspended; and, . 

On further motion, the bill, to be entitled, “An act, defining ` 
the boundaries of Robertson county,” was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the House adjourned, until nine 
` o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


» 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
o Ciry or ÅUSTIN, FRIDAY, 
March, 27th, 1846. 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered - 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Brown, Burroughs 
Cazenau, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Durham, 
Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine,. 
Eddy, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, Keenan, 
Mabry, McCown, McCulloch, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckle- 
roy, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, 
Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Tankersly, Truitt, White, 

Williams, and Willie. : 

-Å quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. ` 
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On motion of Mr. Rose, leave of absence was granted to 
Mr. Swift. 

Mr. Stewart introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act prọvi- 
ding for the removal of administrations of estates from the 
counties where they were opened, to the new counties formed 
out of such counties, where the Jands of the -estaté lie or 
remain.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Milican introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act to regu-. 
Tate slaves.” + 

Bill read a first time. : 

Mr. Rose introduced the following resglution i 
< Resolved, That with the concurrence of the Senate, the two 

Houses of the Legislature will stand adjourned on the fifteenth 
of April next, to the first Monday in November following.” 

Resolution read, and, 

On motion, laid upon the table one day, for consideration. 

Mr. Brown moved that the vote of the House, taken on 
yesterday, on the engrossment of the bill, to be entitled, “An 
act to exempt certain property from forced sale, be recon- 
sidered.” ce 

Motion lest. 

On motion cf Mr. McNeill, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, to be entitled, “An act to raise a revenue by direct | 
taxation,” was taken up, together with the substitute therefor, ` 
offered by the committee on Finance. l 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the substitute was adopted. 

Mr. Branch moved to strike out “twenty-five cents,” in the 
first section of the bill. E 

Motion carried. 

Mr. McNeill moved to insert “twenty cents” in the first 
section of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of Mr. 

McNeill’s amendment, and stood as follows: 

. Yeas, Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, 
Burroughs, Cronican, Dixon, Durham, Edwards of Nacogdo- 
ches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Howard, Hudson, 
Trion, Keenan, Mabry, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, 
Muckleroy, Noble, Pease, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, 
Ryburn, Sadler, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Tan- 
kersly, and Willie—36, 
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Ways. Messrs. Branch, Cazenau, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, ` 
Echols, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Jones, McCown, Milican, 
Pattillo, Perkins, Russell, Savage, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, 
Truitt, White, and Williams—21. 

So the amendment was adopted: 

On motion of Mr. White, the bill was read-by sections. 

Mr. Branch moved to strike out “twenty cents,” in the firat 
section of the bill, and insert “ fifteen cents,” in lieu thereof 

The Speaker decided the amendment out of order. - 

An appeal was made from the decision of the Speaker, and 
the House decided the motion to amend in order. 

The yeas and nays were then called, on the adoption of Mr. 
Branch’s amendment, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Branch, Burroughs, Cazenau, Charlton, Clark, 
Cooke, Echols, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Jones, Mabry,McClarty, 
McCown, Milican, Pattillo, Redgate, Russell, Savage, Smith of 
Rusk, Subleft, Truitt, White, and Williams—22. . 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, 
Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Ed- 
wards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Howard, Hudson, Irion, 
Keenan, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Muckleroy, 
Mullens, Noble, Ogden, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Rose, 
Ryburn, Sadler, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Tan- 
kersly, and Willie—g3. . 

So the amendment was rejected. 

il Miller offered the following as an amendment to the 
ill: 

Provided, That the lands of this State, hereby authorized to 
be taxed, shall be valued according to the true value thereof, 
having regard to the quality of the soil, and the locality of the 
lands; but without regard to the improvements thereon.” 

Amendment rejeeted. l 

Mr. Echols moved to strike out “sixty,” and insert “fifty,” 
in lieu thereof. , 

Amendment rejected. 
l Mr. White moved to strike out the words “free male,” and 
insert the word “female,” in their stead. 

Amendment rejected. 
` Mr. Gooch moved to strike out the words “one dollar,” and 
Insert-in lieu thereof the words “fifty cents.” 

Amendment rejected. 

On motion, the first and second sections of the bill, were 
then adopted. l 

The third section of the bill was then read. 
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Mr. Sadler moved to strike out the “five,” before “ cents,” 

Amendment adopted. ` 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, the third section of the bill was 
then adopted. 

The fourth section of the bill was then read. 

Mr. White moved to strike out the words, “ fifty dollars.” 

Amendment rejected. l 

Mr. Durham moved to strike out the words, “city, town, or 
village. 

Amendment rejected. i 

Mr. Smith, of Rusk, moved te amend, by inserting the fol- 
lowing: 

“Ang also, upon all goods, wares, and merchandise, sold at 
public auction, a direct tax, at the rate of twenty cents on 
each hundred dollars.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Rose offered the following as an amendment: 

“ Also, of each and every person pursuing the professions 
of law or medicine, for pay or emolument, an annual direet 
tax of ten dollars.” 

o Mr. Brown moved to strike out the word “ten,” before. 
“dollars,” and insert “five,” in lieu thereof. 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Barry moved that the vote just taken, on Mr. Brown's 
amendment to the amendment proposed by Mr. Rose, be re- 
considered. l 

Motion carried: 

The question then recurred on the adoption of Mr. Brown's 
amendment, and the amendment was 

Adopted. ; 

Mr. Miller moved to strike out of the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Rose; the words, “or medicine:” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Branch moved to amend the amendment, by inserting 
the following: 

“And if any surveyor or physician has no visible property, 
out of which said tax can be collected, it shall be the duty of 

- the tax collector to levy upon and sell his license to practice 
his profession.” : 
Amendment rejected-. 

Mr. Williams moved to amend the amendment preposed by 

ap Rose; by inserting the word“twenty before the word 

ve. i 


Amendment rejécted. 
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Mr. Mabry moved that the sense of the House be taken on 
the preyious question. Motion carried. 

Question. -Shall the amendment proposed by Mr. Rose, to 
the fourth section of the bill now under consideration of the 
House, be adopted ? 

The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the. 
amendment, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Burroughs 
- Cazenau, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Edwards 
of San ‘Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Holland, Howard, Hudson, 

Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McCulloch, Miller, Muckleroy, Mullens, 

Ogden, Pease, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, "Rose, Russell, Smith 
of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Tankersly, White, Williams, and 
Willie—37. 

Nays. Messrs. Branch, Bourland, Durham, Echols, Gillett, 
Gilliam, Gooch, Irion, McClarty, MgCown, McFarland, McNeill, 
Milican, Noble, Perkins, Pattillo, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, 
Sublett, and Truitt—21. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

-Mr. Brown moved a reconsideration of the vote, rejecting 
the amendment taxing sales at auction. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Gilliam moved to amend by inserting the following: 

“Also, each and every person, or firm, keeping any horse, 
mare, or gelding, for the purpose of racing, shall pay for each 
animal so kept, an annual direct tax of five dollars. Also, 
each and every person, or firm, keeping any stable-horse or 
jack, and advertising the same, "shall pay for each animal so 
kept and advertised, an annual direct tax equal to the season 
of one mare or jenny. Also,each and every person, or firm, 
keeping any pleasure-carriage, and using the same, ‘shall pay 
for each wheel so kept and used, an annual, direct tax of fifty 
cents,” 

Mr. Dickson moved to amend the amendment by inserting, 
after “horse or jack,” “Durham bull, Berkshire boar, blooded 
ram, and game cock.” 

Amendment adopted. 

The question then recurred on ‘tho en of Mr. Gilliam’s 
amendment, and the 

Amendment was rejected. - 

‘On motion of Mr. Sadler the fifth section of the bill was 
adopted. 

Mr. McNeill moved the engrossment of the bill: 

Motion carried, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 
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Mr. Russell, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
by leave, made the following report: 


To the Hon. William Æ. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enngrossed Bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, and find the same correctly engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to make provisions for Public 
Education, and . 
A bill, to be entitled, “An act to exempt certain property 
‘from forced sale. pM i 
[Signed] A. J. RUSSELL, 

Chairman. 

Report read and accepted. l 

On motion of Mr. Muckleroy, a call of the House was made 

Mr. Ryburn moved that a further call of the House be sus- 
pended. Ae 

Motion lost. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, a further call of the House was 
suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Rose, the bill, to be entitled, “An act 
regulating and defining the duties of Assessors,” was taken up. 

Mr. Branch moved that the House resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole. 

Motion lost. 

A message was reccived from the Senate, informing the 
Tiouse of the passage by that body, of 

A bill, to be entitled “An act the better to define and fix the 
boundaries of the county of Victoria.” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to define the boundaries of 
Matagorda county ;” ~ 

A. bill, to be entitled, “An act defining the limits and boun- 
daries of Jackson county;” . 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to provide for the location of 
the county site of the county of Calhoun,” and 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to create the county of Cal- 
houn,” with amendments. 

The House was also informed, that the Senate had appointed 
Messrs. Robinson, Parker, and Cuney, a Committee of Confer- 
ence, to confer with a like committee on the part of the House, 
relative to a bill, to be entitled, “An act prescribing the time 
at which all laws shall have and go into effect,” and a bill, to - 
be entitled, “An act to exclude from office, &c., all persons 
convicted of certain hich crimes.” 


€ 
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Mr. Howard moved, that the bill, to be entitled, “An act 
regulating and defining the duties of Assessors,” be-read by its 
' sections, l 7 

Motion carried. Rau 

The first section of the bill was then read. 

Mr. Branch offered tke folowing as amendments to the first 
gection: f 

Strike out the word “Assessors,” in the second line, and 
insert, in lieu thereof, the Justices of the Peace;” and in the 
fourth line, strike out the word “counties,” and insert, “pre- 
cincts,” im its stead. 

Amendments rejected. a 

Mr. Willie moved to amend the. first section as follows: 

Insert, after the word “personal,” in the fourth line, the 
words,“ belonging to the citizens of their respective counties.” 

Amendment rejected. 

The first section of the bill was then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Echols, the second section of the-bill was 
adopted without amendment. Š | 

On further motion of Mr. Echols, the third -section of the 
bill was also adopted, without amendment. oe 

The fourth section of the bill was then read. 

“Mr. Willie moved to strike out all. in the section relating te 
“income.” i 

Amendment adopted. E - 

Mr. Pease moved that the vote cf the House adopting ths 
third section of the bill be reconsidered. 


Motion lost. 
Mr. Tankersly offered the following as amendments to tlre 


` fourth section. bs Bre an 
First. Insert the words, “and all money loaned at interest, 
Second. Also insert the following oath or affirmation: “1, 
A. B., do solemnly swear, (or aflirm,) that this list contains a 
true account, description, and valuation of all property, real 
and personal—subject to taxation, of which I was possessed, 
in the county of , on the first day of March ——-, aud 
all money loaned at interest on that day, either in my own 


right or otherwise.” , n r 
Mr. McFarland moved to amend, by inserting the following : 
“ Provided, That when any Assessor may have good reason 

to believe, that any person has not given in his or her property, 

real or personal, as mentioned in this section of this act, he 


$ Jen : ? 
shell, in that case, appoint two disinterested persons, who. 
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together with the Assessor, after being duly sworn, shall pro- 
veedto appraise and value all such property; and such valua. 
tion shall be placed upon the Assessor’s books,as the true value 
thereof.” 
M. Tankersly moved that a call of the House be made. 
Motion lost. a 


The sense of the House was then taken on the adoption of . 


Mr. McFarland’s amendment, and the 
Amendment adopted. 


Mr. White offered the following as a substitute for the fourth. 


section of the bill. O 

Every inhabitant, within, the time speđified, shall make 
and deliver to the Assessor of his county, a list of all his taxa- 
ble property, real and personal, verified by oath, which shall 
be as follows: ; 

“I, A. B., do solemnly swear, (or affirm,) that this list con- 
tains a true account of all my taxable property in this county, 
either in my own right, or in the right of another, in my pos- 
session: so help me God.” . 

Substitute rejected. 


Mr. Echols moved that the bill be referred to the committee 


on State affairs. 
Motion lost. 
- The fourth section of the bill was then adopted. 


Mr. Tankersly moved to insert at the end of the section, the . 


word “thereof.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Rose moved that the oath be stricken out. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Gooch moved to amend by striking out that portion 
requiring the oath to be attached to the list. 

Amendment rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Rose, the vote of the House, rejecting Mr. 
White’s substitute for the fourth section of the bill, was Te- 
considered. l 

The question then recurred on the'adoption of Mr. White's 
substitute, and i 

The substitute was adopted. 

Mr. Tankersly moved to strike out the substitute: 

Motion lost. 

The fifth section of the bill was then read. 

Mr. Eddy moved to amend the fifth section, as follows: 

_ Strike out all, after the word, “that,” in'the second line, and 
insert, in lieu thereof, the following—“in which. they may rs- 
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nide, such persons may giye in their property, in their repso- 
tive counties.” ; 
Mr. Tankersly moved, that the bill be laid upon the table. 
Motion lost. ‘ 
Mr. Edwards of Nacogdoches; moved that the bill be re-com- 
mitted to the committee on Finance. 
Motion lost. 
On miotion of Mr. Russell, the bill was laid upon the table, 
until to-morrow, ten o’clock, a. ms 
The Speaker, announced a communication, from the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office; furnishing imformatior., 
in compliance with a Resolution of the House. 
On motion, the Clerk proceeded to read said communication, 
as follows: 
Gengrat Lann OFFICE, ) 
Acstin, March 26th, 1846. z 


To the Ilonorable ¥¥m. E: Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives :- 
Sir. > j 
In compliance with.a Resolution of your Honorable body 
requesting the Commissioner of the Generat Land Office, to 
lay before the House, an estimate of the -probable ‘annual ex- 
penses of the General Land Office—a copy of which, I receiv- 
ed this morning through B. F. Hill Esg, L. have the honor 
to submit the following statement: . 
For salary of the Commissioner of the General Land 


Office, $1500,00 
“ Salary of Ghief Clerk, £050,00 
“ e. Spanish Glerk, 1050,00 
“ Draftsman, General Land Office, . 1050,00 
“ Assistantde,. = | 1059,00 
"10 Assistant Clerks, at $550, per annum., 8500,00 
Amount of Salaries, $14200,00. 
For Surveying Land Serip,, $500,00 

“Mating County Maps, _ 1500,00 
“  Savtionery, Go a - 800,09 
* Contingent Expenses, 890,00 


$1 730000 
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For Roofing building and putting up additional 


building, ` aa $1930,00 
For 10,680 blank patents, at 30 cts, 8000,60 
$21300,00 


The above is an estimate of the expenses, under the pre- 
sent system; whieh experience has ‘proved to “be insufficient 
to meet the demands of those owning lands in the coxmiry, ani 
incompetent to effect the end and object, of the true policy of 
the system which should be adepied in ‘Texas—which is, the 
perfecting and quieting of Land titles. - 

Since the annexation of Texas, tothe United States, the ge- 
mand for patents has been trebly as great, as was prior to the 
event. It is, of course,unnecessary to inform your [onorabl 
Body, that the mere issuing of patents, that is, the filling upd 
parchment blanks, and delivery of them to applicants—ce- 
stitutes, in tac aggregate, not one third of the labor performed 
inthe General LandkOltice. With a view to supply the exis- 
ing defects, that have been just alluded to, I have submitted, to 
a committee of your House, the plan of a system that wil 
embrace the interests of all our citizens equally; and eguali 
„facilitate te perfecting and quieting of Land Titles, in the 
state, atthe same time, and in ihe speediest and cheape: 
mods that I coukl devise irom my past experience. The gres 
advantage, resulting from the proposed. system, over that now 
oxistiug, is, ihe facility and expedition with which the Land 
Buainoss, of the whote of Texas, will be investigated and er 
rectod, at the sametime: All tichl-notes will, under this sys- 
tem,be prepared for patenting, and sent tothe General Lar: 
Office; so that, in the course of two or three years, the Lari 
Titles of the country wil be guieted,and the expense,attendirg 
the support of the propesed plan, can be conveniently disper 
sed with. 

‘The following is an estimate of the annual expenses, uncer 
that plan: 

For Salaries of persons employed in the General Land Of 
fice, as above stated —with tbe exception of Assistant Drails 


livin, 18150 o0. 
For eight District Surveyors at $1000, cach, =- Eceo 6). 
For stationery & Bocks, for District Officers, 

Drawing-paper &c., £1200 60. 
For Rents,fire-wood ste. forsaid Offices,at $150 oe 
each, $1200 00. 


For Pay of Cheinmen, Markers éc.,inrunning 
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sections, and connecting lines, l , 8000 00. 

' For Surveying Land Script,” © ‘: 500 00. 
* Stationery ‘for General Land Office, 300 00 
For Contingent Expenses, © 800 00 : 
“ 10,000 Blank Patents, at 80 cts. 3000 00 


o Transcribing County ‘Surveyor’s Records, 25000 00 
861,150 00. 

The insufficiency of the appropriation during the past year 
has curtailed the number of Assistant Clerks in the General 
Land Office, to seven. If, however ten Assistant Clerks should 
be allowed, a andthe other officers, stated in the above estimate‘ 
about eight thousand Patents, per year, could be issued; which 
at five- dollars each, would, oe money were, charged, draw 
trom the State, in ‘or about $ $21,000 00 more, than is “received, 
from patents, the first year. 

I will take occasion to remark, that the repairing of the 
oof of the building, in which the business of the Land Office 
s transacted, is absolutely necessary to the safety of the Re- 
cords, Maps etc.; and that the daily iner ae pasties: requires 
another building, or reom.° 

It may, also, be proper for me to infor m youi onoi able Bo- 
dy, at the present time, that an appropriation shouldbe made, 
of about three hundred dol! lars, for the payment of claims a- 
gainst the General Land OfGce,which were necessarily incurred 
for the prosecution of its business: and could not be paid, ow- 
ing to the impossibility of procuring Executive orders for the 
payment, which resulted from the change of Government. 

I would, also, urge the advantage of an appropriation being 
made, as soon as possible, for the) purchase of patents; for the 
reason, that parchment is quite scarce, and difficult to procure 
in any part of the United States; and, from the daily increasing 
demand for it, we may reasonably apprehend that it will be- 
come more scarce and difficult, if not absolutely impossible to 
procure. et 

I have the konoi to remain, with the most profound respeet, 

Your ob't serv’t, 
[Signed] THOS WM. WARD, 
' Commissioner. 

On motion, the communication was referred to the committee 
on the General and Office. 

Mr. Ogden , by request, was granted leave to withdraw the 
petition of Joh. Hays, from ithe committee on Claims and’ 


Accounts, and to refer’ it to a select Committee. 
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The Speaker appointed Messrs. Ogden, Mullens, Eddy, Dur- 
ham and Gooch, to compose said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Hudson, Mr. McCulloch was.added to said 
Committee. 

Mr. McFarland moved, that the petition of Captain Garrett, 
be referred to the Select Committee, just appointed. 

Sfotion carried. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to define the boundaries of Ro- 
Lertson County,” was taken up—together with the amendment, 
thereto, offered by the committee on County Boundaries. 

Amendment read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, the bill was then ordered to be 
engrossed. 

Qn motion of Mr. McNeill, the House adjourned until nine 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


t 


HOUSE, OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Crry or Austin, SATURDAY, 
March 28th, 1846. ( 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to . 
their names: - 

Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, Cook, 
Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
Edwards of San "Augustine, Eddy, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, 
\Toiland, Howard, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McCown, 
McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, ‘Muckleroy, 
Mullens, Noble, Patt illo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Rose, 
Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Davage, Smith of Harris, Sublett, 

lon kersly y, Truitt, White, Williams, and Willie. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

‘The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Pease, Chairman of tho committee on | Public Lands, 
guade the following report: 


Fe r re ee a ee ee a E ree ree CEE te ee, 


263 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a 
bill, to be entitled, “An act, to define and protect the rights of 
the heirs of those’ persons, citizens of Texas, who died, resi- 
dent therein, previous to’ the 17th day of March 1836;” have 
examined the same, and believing that it involves questions 
of law, the decision of which, belongs properly to the Judici- 
ary committee, they ask to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration, and recommend its reference to said committee. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

[Signed] E. M. PEASE, 
: Chairman. 

Report read and adopted, and the bill referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
also made the following report: l 


To the Hon. Wm. E. Crump, l 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a 
bill. (from the Senate) to be entitled, “An act, to legalize and . 
make valid, the official acts of Chief Justices and Associate 
Justices, while sitting as boards of Land Commissioners, be- 
tween the first Monday in September, eighteen, hundred and 
forty-five, and the first day of July, eighteen hundred and for- 
ty-six; and, also, a bill, which originated in the House of 
Representatives, to be entitled, “An an act, to legalize the 
acts of the several boards of Land and County Commission- 
crs, of the Republic and State of Texas, in granting condi- 
onal and unconditional certificates to-emigrants, nnder the 
laws now in force”—have considered the same. 

The committee are informed that since the first Monday in 
September, eighteen hundred and forty-five, it has been the 
practice, in some counties, for the Chief Justices and Asseci- 
ate Justices, to issue land certificates to “emigrants; while in 


other counties,such certificates have been issued by the Courts 


of County Commissioners, which were elected on the first Mon- 
day in September, eighteen hundred and forty-five; and that 
they are still issued, in some counties by the former, and in 
others by the latter—owing to a doubt that exists with many, 
which is the proper authority to issuethem. Your committee 
believe that certificates will still continne to issne, in like 
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manner as they have been, until some Legislative action ig 
had on the subject. They therefore, recommend the passage 
of an act, to make valid such certificate ds,have been issued 
since the first Monday in September, eighteen hundred anc 
. forty-five; or which may, hereafter be issued, either by the 
Chief Justices and Associate Justices; or by the Court: of 
Udunty Commissioners—at any time, before the Board of Land 
Commissioners, which may be created by this Legislature, 
shall enter upon the discharge of their duties: Provided, That 
such certificates shall in all other respects, be issued in con- 
formity with existing laws. 

Your committee have prepared æ bill, to be entitled, “An 
act, to legalize the official acts of Chief Justices and Associ- 
ate Justices, and Courts of County Commissioners, while sit- 
ting as Boards of Land Commissioners.” 

This bill will carry into effect the ‘views contained in this 
report; and they recommend that it be adopted, as a substitute 
for the bills referred to them. l 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

[Signed] . E. M. PEASE, 
a Chairman. 

Report, bills and substitute received, and laid upon the table, 
to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: 


To the Honorable Speaker - 
of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on the Judiciary,to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled, “An act to provide for the organization of new 
counties,” and a bill, to be-entitled, “An act requiring elections 
to be holden throughout the State”—have had the same under 
consideration, and instruct me to report the enclosed substitute 
for both of said bills, and to recommend its adoption and pas- 
sage. 

[Signed] ` P. W. GRAY. 
Chairman. 

On motion, the report was adopted; and 

A bill, to be entitled, “An an act to provide for the organi- 
zation of the several new counties in the State,” 

Read a first time. i 

Mr. Gray, Chairman'of the committee on the J udiciary, alse 
made the following report: | 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
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bill, to be entitled, “An act organizing Justices’ Courts; and to 
define the powers and jurisdiction of the same”—have had 
the same under consideration; and have instructed me to re- 
port the bill back to the House, with the accompanyins 
amendments thereto, and to recommend its passage, aS amen- 
ded. i 
Report, bill and amendments received, and laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up with the orders of the day. , 
Mr. Gray also made the following report: 


To the Hon. Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: . 

The committee of Conference, appointed on the part-of the 
Ilouse, to confer with a like committee from the Senate, rela- 
tive to a bill to be entitled, “An act prescribing and defining 
the time, at which all laws hereafter enacted, shall have and 
go into effect,” together with the amendments, made thereto 
by the House—have had the same under consideration; and 
respectfully report,that the committee of the two Houses, can- 
not agree upon any terms in regard to said bill. 

The committee, therefore, beg leave to be discharged from 
the further considération of the subject. 


[Signed] P. W. GRAY, 
i Chairman, on part of ihe House. 
[Signed] J. J. ROBINSON, 


Chairman, on part of the Senate. 
Report read arid adopted. 
Mr. Gray also reported as follows: 


To the Honorable Speaker of ` 
the House of Representatives : | 
The committee of Conference appointed on the part of the 
House, to act in conjunction with a like committee on the part 


of the Senate, relative*to a bill, to be entitled, “An act to ex- 
elude from office, serving on juries, and from the right of suf- . 


frage, all persons, who may hereafter be convicted, and upon 


- whom final judgment has been executed—of bribery, perjury, ` 


subornation of perjury, forgery, counterfeiting, grand larceny, 
or treason against this State, or the United States”—have had 
said bill and the ameridments, made thereto by the House, un- 


der consideration; and the committee of the two Houses agree ` 


that the amendments, of the Houde, to said bill, ought to be 
eoncurred in by the Senate, except the last amendment, which 
is that striking out the clause, “that the act take effect from 
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and after iis passage.” From this last amendment, it is agreed 
that the Louse ought to recede. 


[Signed] i P. W. GRAY, 
Chairman, on the part of the House. 
[Signed] J. J. ROBINSON, 


Chairman, on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. Miller introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act to fix and 
apportion the Representation ‘of the State.” 

Bill read a firs’ time. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill, to ‘be adika, “An act estab- 
lishing the seat of justice of Limestone county.” 

sill read a first ume, 

Mr. McClariy introduced a.bill, to be entitled, “An act re- 
quiring the Supreme Court, to hold its sessions in ‘the county of 
Rusk.” . 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Keehan introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act fixing 
the seat of justice of Montgomery county.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Ryburn introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act to pro- 
vide for the election of officers, in Dallas county.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Ryburn a also introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act 
fixing the seat of justice of Dallas county.” 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion, the Hause proceeded to take up the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY, 


A bill to entitled, “An act defining the duties of Assessors of 
direct taxes and revdnue of the State-of Texas,” being the 
special order of the day, wastaken up. 

Mr. Eddy moved to amend the bill as follows: 

in the fifth section, after the word “that,” strilre-out all the 
balance and insert the words “in which they may reside, such 
persons may give in their property in their respective coun- 
ties.” 

The yeas and .nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. 
Eddy’s amendment, and stood as follows: i 

Yeas. Messrs. Adams, Brown, Cazenau,-Cronican, Dickson, 

` Dupres, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Eddy, Gillett, Gooch, Irion, Jones, Keenan. 
Mabry, McCarty, | icCown,’ Milican, Muckleroy, Pattillo, Per, 

- kins, “Rayner, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, Stewart 
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Smith cf Rusk, Sublett, Truitt, Williams, and Willie—34 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Bourland, Burroughs, Charl- 
ton, Clark, Cooke, Gray, Gilliam, Holland, Howard, McCulloch, 
McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Mullens, Noble, Pease, Perry, 
Rose, Russell, Smith of Harris, Tankersly, and W hite—24. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Howard, the House resolved itself into a 
committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Sublett in the Chair.. 

After some time being spent thereip, the committee rose, 
reported the bill beek, with amendments, and asked to be dis- 
charged from further consideration of the subject. 

Report adopted. ' 

Mr. Echols moved that the bill be referred tothe committee 
on the Judiciary. . l 

Mr. Rose moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on Finance, with instr uctions to report thereon, on Monday . 
next, at {en o'clock, A.M - 

Motion lost. ` 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the bill was referred toa Select 
Committee, 

The Speaker'appointed Messrs. Clark, Rose, Howard, Eddy 
and Stewart, to compose said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, Mr. Brown was added “to the 
committee. ` 

Mr Howard moved that the whole House be added to said 
committee. ' - 

Motion lost. l 

Mr. Brown moved, that the Clerk make no minute of the 
action of the House, just had on said bill, 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Howard moved, that the vote oe the ‘House, referring 
the bill to a Select Committee, be reconsidered. ae 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Howard, the bill was’ then referred to the 
comrnittee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, Mr, Sadler was added to the com- 
mittee on Finance. 

On motion of Rayner, Mr. Willie was also added to said 
Committee. 5 

A bill, to entitled,“ An act ereating the county sf Calhoun, 

with an amendment from the Senate, was taken up. 
-= On motion of Mr. Jones, the amendment was concurred in 
by the House. 
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A. bill, to be entitled, “An act prescribing the mode of or- 
ganizing the [louse of Representatives.” was taken up, togeth- 
er with the substitute therefor, offered by the committee on 
State Afairs. 

Substitute read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, the bill was ordered to’ be engros- 
sed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the adoption of the reports of the committee of 
Conference, relative to the following bills: 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to exclude from office, serving 
on juries, é&c., persons convicted of certain high crimes, é&c.: 
and 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act prescribing the time, at which 
all laws shall heve and go into effect.” 

The House was also informed, that the Senate had passed 
the following bills: 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act creating the county of Whar- 
ton,” with amendments: 

A bill, to be ent titled, “An act locating the county seat of 
Wharton county;” 7 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to create the county of Tyler,” 
with amendments; 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to enable the Governor to fill 
certain vacancies,’ ? swith amendments; 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to establish the county seat of 
Milam county; i 

A bil, io Le entitled, “An act to exempt from liability, any 
witness, who may fail or refuse to attend as such, in any court 
ina civil suit, out of the county in which he resides;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to allow defendants to plead a 
partial failure of consider ation;” and 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act tocontinue in oflice, certain civil 
and militar y officers.” 

Qn motion of Mr. Sublett, a bill, to be entitled, “An act, for 
the relief of Travis G. Broocks,’ was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On further motion of Mr. Sublett, the bill was referred to a 
Select Committee. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Brown, Miller, Muckleroy; 
Ryburn and McClarty, to compose said committee. 

A “resolution fixing the adjournment of the Legislature, sine 
dic, on the fifteenth of April next,” Was-taken up, and 

lead a second time. 
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r Williams moved, that the resolution be laid upon the 
ene . ; 
On motion of Mr, Russell, a call of the House was made. 


On motion of Mr. Dickson, a further call of the House was 
suspended. 


The question then recurred, on the Pen of Mr. Wil- 


liams motion, to lay the resolution upon {he table. 

‘The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of the mo- 
tion, and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown,, Burroughs, 
Clark, Cooke, Dupree, Durham, Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, 
Hadson, Jrion, Jones, McClarty, McCulloch, McFarland, Me- 
Neill, Miller, Mauckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Pease. Perkins, Per- 
ry, Russell, |. Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, 
Truitt Williams and Willie—39. l 

Nar ys—Messr s. Speaker, Cazenau, Charlton, Cronican, Dick- 
son,Jiddy, Gray, Howard, Keenan, MeGown, Milican, Ogden, 
Rayner, Rose, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Tankers ly and White. 
18, : 

So the ee was, oe upon the table. 

Mr. Clark, by leave, introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved, T} lat, with the concurrence of” the Senate, the two 
fiouses of the Legislature of the State of Texas, adjourn, sine 

> die on the —— day of ue next. 
` ‘Resolution read and 

Ow motion, laid on the fable: one ae for consideration. 

A joint resolution, fordisposing of a portion ofthe Public Build- 
ings in the City of -Austin, was taken up, and- 

"Read 2 second time. ` 

ifr. Cazenau moved to anda’ the joint resolution, by ex- 
cepting the Presidents House. ae 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. 
Cazenaws amendment, and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Bourland, Cazenau, Cooke, 
Burham, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Hudson, How zard, Irion, 

Jones ` Keenan, MeClarty, McNeill, “Ogden, Perki ins Ray ner, 
ose, ‘Stewart, Smith of Rusk, White, Will liamsand Willie—23. 


Mays—Messrs. Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, Cronican, 


sachols, B ddy, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, hieCown, 
“McCulloch, MeF arland, Miller, Millican, M uckleroy, Mullens, 
Noble, Pease, Perry, Russell, sadler, Savage, Smith of Harris, 
38, ; 

Bo. he amendment was rejected. ; 
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Mr. White offered to amend, by striking out the “twenty- 
fourth of September,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, “the twen- 
ty-fifth of December.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. White then moved, to amend by striking out all relating 
to “credit.” 

Amendment rejected. ° 

On motion of Mr. Rose, the nesolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

Mr, Perkins moved that the rule of the House, requiring all 
bills; joint resolutions &c.,,to be:read on three sev on days, 
be suspended. 

Motion carried. 

The joint resolution, was then read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Tankersly moved, that the vote just taken on the final 
passage of the joint resolution, be reconsidered. 

Motion carried. 

The joint resolution was then passed to its third reading. 

A bill to be entitled,“An act,.to-create the county of Collin,” 
was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “An act, to ereate the county of Tyler 
with the amendments made by the Senate—were taken up. 

Amendments read and concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Jones,.the bill, to be entitled “An act, cre- 
ating the county of Wharton”—with the amendments, made 
by. the Senate—-were taken up. ` 

Amendments read and concurred in. 

On further motion of Mr. Jones, the bill to- be entitled “An 
act, fixing the county seat of Wharton County’—with the 
amendments made by the Senate—was taken up. 

Amendments read and concurred in. - 

Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: \ 

The committee on Enrolled Bills kave examined the follow- 
ing bili, and find the same eerrectly enrolled. pee 

“An act, to create the county of Guadalupe.” 

Said bill, having been signed by the Speaker of the Louse 
of Representatives,.aud the President of the Senate, was this 
day, presented to his Exceilency, the Governor, for his approval. 

A bill to be entitled “An act. to prohibit individuals from 
issuing Bills,. Checks, Promissory Notes, or other paper, to eir- 
culate as money,” was taken up and. 

Read a. first time. 
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A bill to be entitled “An act, to. continue in offiee certain. 
Civiland Military Officers, commissioned under the late Re- 
public of Texas,” was taken up and. 

Read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Rose, the rule of the House, requiring 
bills to be 1ead on three several days, was suspended. ; 

The bill was then read a.third time, and 

On motion, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled “An act,to amend an act, to incorpo- 
rate Herman’s University,” was taken up and > 

Read a first time. r 

A bill to be entitled “An ace authorizing the Commission- 
er of the Gencral Land Office, to issue Patents, in cases where 
Land Scrip has been located in two surveys,” wastaken up and 

Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled “An act, to exempt certain property 
from forced sale, under execution,” was taken up and 

Read a third time. 

Mr. Clark moved,that the bill be re-committedto the commit- 
tee on tlre Judiciary. 

- Motion lost. 

The question then rectrred, on the final passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Charlton,. Cooke, Dickson, 
Durham, Echols. Edwards of San Augustine, Gillett, Gooch, 
Holland, Howard, Jones, Keenan, McNeill, Mullens, Ogden, 
Rayner, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Tankersly 
and Willie —2s. . ` 

Nays. Messrs. Adams, Bourland, Burroughs, Cazenau, 
Clark, Croniean, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Eddy, Gray, Gilliam, 
Irion, McClar ty, McCown, MeCulloch, McFarland, Miller, Muck- 
leroy, Noble, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rose, Russell ,Ryburn, Sadler, 
Savage, Truitt, White and Williams—29. 

So the bill was rejected.. 

A bill to be entitled “An act, to make pr rovision for Publie 
Education,” was taken up and 

Read a third time.- 

On motion of Mr. Rose, th e bill wes laid upon the table. 

' A Dill to be entitled “An act, to provide for the enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the State of Texas”—with the amend- 
ments offered by the committee on State Aflairs—were taken 
up. 

Amendments read.. 
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Mr. Miller moved, to amend the bill, by striking out the word 
“December,” and inserting, in lieu ther eof, “20th o of, June.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Gilliam moved to amend the bill, by striking cut “three,” 
before the word “cents,” and inserting in its stead, “two.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Gilliam move, to strike out “two,” and insert- “one.” 

Amendment volected: 

Mr. Sadler moved, that the bill be referred to a Select Com. 
mittee. 

Botion lost. 

Mr. Miller moved, that the bill be laid upon the table. 

In accordance with the established rule, the House adjourn- 
ed, until Monday morning, nine o'clock. 


+ 


Ciry or Austin, MONDAY, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,; 
March, 30th, 1846, 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland „Burroughs, 
Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Diekson, Durham, Echols, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath,’ Gillett, Gilliam, 
Gooch, Holland, Hadson, Irion, Keenan, McOlarty, "McCown. 
McFarland, MeN eill, Miller, Milican ,Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, 
Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Railey, Rose, Russell, - 
Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Smith ‘of Harris, Smith of Rusk, 
Sublett, Truitt, White sand Williams. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. * 

The J ournal of Satur day, the 28th instant, was read and 
adopted. 

Mr. Russell, Channa of the committee on Engrossed Bils, 
made the following report: ; 
The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, and find the same correctly engrossed: 


A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to raise a revenue by direct 
taxation;” and Z 
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í 
A bill to be entitled “An act, to define the boundaries of 
Robertson County.” 
[Signed] A. J. RUSSELL, 
l Chairman. 
Report read and accepted. 
Mr. Cooke introduced a bill, to be entitled “An act, requiring 
the county of Limestone to pay one fourth of the debt of Rob- 


ertson county.” 
Bill read a first time. 


_ Mr. Cooke also introduced a bill, to be entitled “An act, 
providing for the election of officers, for Limestone county. 
Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Willie introduced a bill, to be entitled “An act, to au- 
thorize the Chief Justices, ‘elected on the second Monday in 
February last, to continue in office, until their successors are 
elected,” 

Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Branch introduced a bill, to be salen “An act, to pro- 
vide for the payment of a portion of the debt of Liberty coun- 
ty, by the counties of Polk and Tyler.” 


Bill read a first time. 
On motion of Mr. Dickson ,the House proceededtotakeup the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Branch, the substitute for a bill, to be en- 
titled “An act, to provide for the ad of the severel 
new counties,” was taken up. i 

Substitute read and adopted. 

‘Mr. Sadler moved, that the bill be engrossed. 

Mr. White moved to strike out the words, “election of Chief 
Justice by the people.” 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Brown moved, to amend the bill, by striking out the 
words “third Monday i in June,” and inserting, in lieu Beret, 
“second Monday in July.” 

Amendment adopted. 

The question then recurred, on Mr. Sadler’s motion for tha 
engrossment of the bill, and the 

Bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Branch moved, that the rule of the House, which re- 
quires bills to be read on three several days, be suspended. 

Motion lost. 


we 
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Mr. Duprée, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled “An 
act, to regulate Patrols, throughout the State.” 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Russell,the bill, to be entitled “An ac’ 
creating the county of Cass,” was taken up, together with th. 
amendments thereto, offered by the committee on County Boum 
daries. — 

On motion the bill and amendments were-referred toa Select 
Committee. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Sadler, Rose, Willie, Gillet’, 
Clark and Brown, to compose said committee. i 

A bill to be entitled “An act, to establish the limits of San 
Patricio county,” was taken up and 

Read asecond time. 

On motion of Mr. Stevenson, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. ` 2 

A bill to be entitled “An act, fixing and defining the bounda 
ry of the county of Nueces,” wastaken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Howard, the bill was referred to a Select 
Committee. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Howard, Stevenson, Cooke, 
Eddy and Dupree, to compose said committee. 

A bill to be entitled “An act, creating the county of Lime- 
stone,” was taken up—together with the substitute therefor, 
offered by the committee on County Boundaries. 

Substitute read and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Cooke, the bill’ was ordered to be em 
grossed. 


A bill to be entitled “An act, to amend the eighth and 
eleventh sections of an act, incorporating Herman’s Universi 
ty,” was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on Education. i , 

A bill to be entitled “An act, to authorize the Governor, to 
fill certain vacancies,” was taken up—together with the amend- 
ments thereto, made by the Senate. 

Amendments read and concurred in. 

Air. Perkins moved, that the rule, requiring the House to 
meet at nine o'clock, a. w, and adjourn at half past one o'clock, 
P. M. be suspended. oo l 

Motion carried.. 


4 
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Mr. Echols moved, that the House adjourn,.until to-morrow, 
nine o'clock, a. Ms j ; TEE 

Motion lost. a 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, the House adjourned, until half 
past three o’clock, r. m. l 


HALF PAST THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called,. and the following members answered 
to their names: to . 
Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Bourland, Charlton, Clark, Dickson, 
Dupree, Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, 
Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, Mc- 
Clarty, McCown, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller,- 
Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Pérry,. 
Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, 

Smith of Harris, Truitt and Williams. i 
A quorum heing present, the House proceeded to busthess. 
A bill to be entitled “An act, providing for the enumeration 
of the inhabitants of Texas,” was taken up and . 


Read a second time. 

The amendments offered by the committee on the Judiciary, 
were read and adopted. z . 

Mr. Miller moved that the bill be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee. i 

Motion lost. 
On motion of Myr. Clark, the bill was passed to a third read- 
ing. ; 

Mr. Echols introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved, That this House will not adjourn, until ten o’clock,. 
P. M. - 

Motion lost. i 

Mr. Cooke, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled An act, 
to restrain Colonial Contractors from disposing of their premi- 
um Lands, until the final détermination of suits, required to be ' 
commenced against them, by the convention that formed the 
Constitution of the State of Texas.” 


Bill read a first time. l 

A bill to be entitled An act, tọ allow defendants, tò plead a 
partial failure of consideration, was taken up and 

Read a first time. : 

A bill to be entitled An act, to exempt any witness, who may 
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fail or refuse to segi any Court out of the county in which 
he may reside, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

A bill to be entitled An act, transferring a portion of the pub- 
lic debt of Milam, to Burleson county, was taken up and 

Rea? a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, the bill was ordered to be engross- 


ed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, for the protection of the Varigys 
county seats—established under the laws of the Republic of 
Texas, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

Gn motion of Mr. Rose, the bill was laid upon the table. 

A billto be entitled An act, legalizing all instruments of 
writing; acknowledged and recorded, before certain officers— 
was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

Qn motion of Mr. Howard, the bill was referred to commit 
tee on the Judiciary. 

The “Resolution, fixing the the adjournment of the eee 
ture, sine die,” was taken up arid 

Read a second time. 

Ma Rayner moved, that the blank in the resolution, after the ° 

ord “April,” be filled with the “24th.” | 

ie cat rejected, 

Mr. Bourland moved, that the resolution be laid upon the 
table, until Thursday next. 

Motion carried. ! 

Abillto be entitled An act, to create a County Treasurer, 
was taken up and . 

Read a second time. : 

On motion of Mr. McFarland, the bill was referred to the 
committee on Finance. 

A bill to be entitled An act, for the relief of Seth Marvin, 
was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rose, the bill was referred to the commit- 
tee on Claims and Accounts, 

A bill to be entitled An act, for the relief of E. G. Rector, 
was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rose, the bill was referred to the commit 
tee on Publie Lands. y 
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Mr. Williams, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled An 
act, legalizing the sale of town lots in Goliad. 

Bill read a first time. 

A bill.to be entitled An act, authorizing the approval of 
Land Warrants, by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, was taken u p and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, ie bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

A bill to be entitled An act, authorizing the Governor to 
offer a reward for fugitives, was taken up ‘and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. McCown, the bill was ordered to ‘be en- 
grossed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, fixing the number of Petition- 
ers for a new county, was taken up and 

Read a second time. i 

On motion of. Mr. Eddy. the bill was laid upon the table. 

A bill to be entitled An act, for the relief of Master Build- 
ers and Mechanics of Texas, was taken up and 

Read’ a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Barry, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to avoid further confusion, in 
the Land System of Texas, was taken up and 

Read a second time, 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the bill was laid upon the table. 

A bill to be entitled An act, prescribing the mode of taking 
interrogatories, out of the State, was taken up and. 

Read a second time.. 

‘On motion of Mr. Willie, the vill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the J udiciary- 

A bill to be entitled An act, regulating the time and mods 
of electing county oflicers, was taken up and 

Read‘a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the bill was laid upon the tabie. 

A bill to be entitled An act, requiring the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, to issue a certificate, for six hundred 
and forty acres of land, to Samuel Davis, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, the bill was referred to the commit- 
tee on Public Lands, © 

A bill to be entitled An act, for the relief of the heirs 
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of Samuel S. Sheffield, deceased, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the bill was referred to the commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

A bill to be entitled An act, for the relief of James Gilliam, 
assignee of Jesse Billingsly, was taken np and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Miller moved, that the bill be reterred to the committee 
on Public Lands. 

On motion, the bill was laid upon the table, until to morrow. 

Mr. Russell, chairman of the committee on E:ngrossed Bills, 
made the following report: . 


To the Honorable W, E. Crump, 
pas Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bill and joint resolution, and find the same correctly 
engrossed: P E 

A bill to be entitled An act, to prescribe fhe manner of or- 
ganizing the House of Representatives, of the Legislature of 
the State of Texas, and 

A Joint Resolution, for disposing of a portion of the Public 
Buildings, in the City of Austin. 

[Signed] A. J. RUSSELL, 
) Chairman. 

Report read and accepted. 

A bill to be entitled An act, requiring the Sheriff of the 
county, wherein the Supreme:Court may be held; to serve, and 
attend upon the Supreme Court, was taken up and 

Read a second time. . p 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. , 

A bill to be entitled An act, requiring the County Commis- 
sioners of Robertson county, to perform certain duties, was 
taken up and 

Read a second time. 

Onmotionof Mr. Cooke, the bill was ordered tobe engrossed. 
_ Mr. Burroughs, Chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: ; 


"0 the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the follow- 
- z bills, and „findes əy7 me correctly Enrolled: 


he E o gaa aO oa * OOo ag SO a 


. 279 


An act, defining the boundaries of the county of Matagorda. 

An act, to provide for the location of the county site of the 
county of Calhoun, and 

An act, to authorize the Governor,‘to make all necessary 
. preparation to transfer to the United States, all Custom Houses, 
and all places for collecting impost duties and other foreign 
revenue; and to transfer the same. 

Said bills, having been signed by the Speaker of the Honse - 
of Representatives, and the President of the Senate, pro tem., 
were, this’day, presented to His e <s the Governor, for 
his approval. | 

[Signed] .JAMES BURROUGHS, 
~ Chairman. 

Report read and accepted. 

Mr. Burroughs moved, that.the House anionty until nine 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Motion lost. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to authorize the Governor to 
employ a Private Secretary, was taken up and 

Read a second time. > 

Gn motion of Mr. Dickson, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to give notice to legal land 
claimants, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill was referred to the 
committee on'the Judiciary. 

A bill to entitled An act, to prohibit free negroes from settling 
in the State—South‘of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes, was 
taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Mabry, the bill was referred ta the com- 
mittee on State Afairs. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for the aoea 
of Constables, in certain cases, was taken up and 

‘Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, the bill was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Edwards of San Augustine, moved that the House ad- 
journ, until to-morrow morning nine o'clock, 

Motion lost. 

A bill to be entitled An act, fixing Land Districts, was taken 
up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, the bill was laid upon the table. 
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A bill to be entitled An act, establishing a staucara ux 
weights and measures, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Perkins moved, that the bill be laid upon the table. 

Motion lost. - ' 

Mr. Gillett moved, that the House adjourn, until to-morrow 
morning nine o ’elock. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Burroughs moved, that the bill be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. White moved, that the bill be laid upon the table until 
Monday next—the 6th of April. 

Notion lost. 

Mr. Miller moved, that the House adjourn uritil to-morrow 
morning nine o clock. 

Motion lost. 

re poo ene offered the following, as an amendment to 
the bil 

Be it further enacted, That the members will be compelled 
to carry the above weights and measures, to the different coun- 
ties. 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Perkins moved, that the bill be referred to the commit- 
tee on Finance. l 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Diekson moved, to amend the bill, by striking out “twen- 
ty,” before the word “quarts,” and inserting “eighteen,” in lieu 
thereof, i 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Russell moved, that the bill be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee. 

Motion lost. 

On motion of Mr. Dupree, the bill was referred to a Select 
Committee. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Dupree, Rose, Gooch, Railey 
and Pattillo, to compose said committee. 

A bill to-be entitled An act, to create the county of Angelina, 
was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Muckleroy, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed, 
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Mr. McCown moved, that the House adjourn until to-mor- 
row morning, nine o’clock, j 

Motion lost. 

A bill to be entitled An act, requiring the Governor, to cause 
the Constitution and laws, of this State, to be translated ‘into 
the German language, was taken up and ° 

Read a second time. 

' On motion of Mr. Rose, the blank in the bill, was filled with 
the words, “five hundred dollars” 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the House adjourned, until nine 
o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Crry or Austin, Turspay, 
March 31st, 1846. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

- The roll was called, and the folowing members answered to 
their names: l 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Brown, Burroughs, 
Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Dupree, Echols, Edwards of Nacog- 
doches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gillett, Gilliam, 
Gooch, Holland, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, 
McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, 
Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, 
Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, 
Sublett, Truitt, White and Willie. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted, 

Mr. Irion, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
made the following report: 

[No transcript of this report was made, into the Journal of 
&lst of March, and the original cannot be found among the pa- 
pers of that session of the Legislature.] ` C 

Mr. Russell, chairman of the committee on Etgrossed Bills, 


made the following report: 


282 


To the Honorable, the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have ne the fol- , 
lowing bills, and find the same correctly engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled An act,creatingihecounty of Limestone. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for the organization 
of the several counties of the State, and 

A bill to be entitled An act, to establish and define the limits. 
of the county of San Patricio. 

(Signed) A. J. RUSSELL, 
Chairman, 
Report read and accepted. i 

Mr. Mabry introduced a Resolution, requiring the Governor 
to reside at the Seat of Government. 
Resolution read a first time. 
Mr. Edwards of Nacogdoches, introduced a bill, to be enti- 
tled An act, to define the boundaries of Nacogdoches county. 
Bill read a first time. 
Mr. [Judson presented the petition of Thomas -MeKernan— 
praying for relief. 
Petition read and 
On motion of Mr. Hudson, referred to the committee on _ 
Claims and Accounts. TA: 
i On motion of Mr. Dickson, the House proceeded to take up .: 
the ` 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Barry, a bill to be ‘entitled An act, for the 
relief’ of James Gilliam, assignee of Jesse Billingsly, was ta- 
ken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rose, thé bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A pill to be entitled An act, incorporating the city of New 
Braunfels, was taken up and 

Read a second time, 

On motion of Mr. Mabry, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Williams, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled, 
An act, for the relief-of Thomas Chadoin, accompanied with a 
setition; which were read and 

On motion, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to establish the county of Leon, 
vas taken up and 

Read a second time. 
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On motion of Mr. Adams, the bill was referred to a Select 
Jommittee. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Adams, Eddy, Echols, Smith 
of Rusk, and Muckleroy, to compose said committee. 

‘A bill to be entitled An act, to organize the county of Up- 
shur, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Barry offered the ‘following, as an amendment to the 
bill: 

‘Thehce north, to a point, on a. ee line from the South 
East corner of Lamar, or Hopkins county. Thence down said 
line, to the beginning. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption ok the 
amendment, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Branch, Burroughs, Caze- 
nau, Durham, Echols, Gillett, ‘Gilliam, Gooch, McClarty, Mc- 
Culloch, McFarland, Rayner, Russell, White, Williams and 
Willie—17. 

Nays. Messrs. Adams, Doaa: Charlton, Clark, Dickson, 
Dupree, Edwards of T Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, 
Eddy, Gray, Holland, Heward, Trion, Keenan, Mabry, McCown, 
McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, 
Perkins, Perry, Railey, Redgate; Rose, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, 
Stevenson, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Sublett and 
Truitt—37. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

On motion-of Mr. McCown, the bill was ordered to be En- 
grossed. 

A message "was received from the Senate,- informing the 
House of the passage’ of the following bills, by that body: 

A bill to be entitled An act, to -create the county of La 
Vaca—with amendments. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to locate the county.seat of La 
Vaca county. 

A bill to be entitled An act, for the AR of Pilots. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to create the county of Hunt; 
and 

A bill to be entitled _An act, to incorporate the Huntsville 
Academy. l 

A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for the organization 
of the several counties of this State, was taken up 

Read a third time and passed. 

By leave, Mr. Sublett made the following report: 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill. i be 
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enutled An act, regulating juries, have considered the provis- 
ions of said bill, and, a majority of the committee have instruc- 
ted me to recommend to the House of Representatives, the fol- 
lowing amendments, thereto: - 

Strike out the twenty- -seventh, twenty -eighth and twenty- 
ninth sections of the bill—together with the amendments, 
made to said sections, by the House, in committee of the whole, 

With these amendments, J åm instructed to recommend the 
passage of the bill. 

It may be seen, by reference to the bill, that the sections, re- 
commended to be stricken out, relate exclusively, to the rais- 
ing of a Jury Fund. It is, the opinion of a majority of the 
committee, that,if the sections, to which reference has been 
made, are retained in the bill, the bill will embrace two dis- 
tinct objects: and will therefore, conflict with the Constitution 
of the State. 

All of which, is respectfally submitted. 
[Signed] . H. W. SUBLETT, 
. Chairman. 

Report read and received, and laid upon the table, to come 
up with the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled An act, requiring the county of Whar- 
ton, to pay a part of the county debt of the counties of Mata- 
gorda and Colorado, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Jones,the bill wasorderedtobe engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for fixing the seat of 
Justice, of the county of Grimes, was taken taken up and 

“Read a second time, 

Mr. Dickson moved, to amend the bill, by striking out “Up- 
shur,” and inserting “Andersonv ille,” in leu thereof, Also, to 
strike out “A, M. Deverough, 7 ond insert, in its stead, “S. G. 
Deverough.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. McNeill moved, to strike out the words, “such selection 

shall not be more than seven miles from the centre.” 

Amendment rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the bill was then ordered to be en- 
grossed, 

À bill to be entitled An act, authorizing the Chief Justice of 
Gonzales county; to hold elections in certain counties, was tak- 
enu 

On motion of Mr, McCulloch, the bill was laid upon the ta- 
ble, without being read, 
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A bill to be entitled An act, to establish a subordinate Land 
Office, in the town of Marshall, was taken up and 

Read a second time. l 

On motion of Mr. Holland, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Land Otfice. 

A bill to be entitled An act, authorizing the Commissione? 
of the General Land Ottice, to issue a Patent to Joseph McGee, 
was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, providing for.the disposition of 
the unfinished business, remaining at the adjournment of each 
session of the Legislature, was taken up and 

Read @ second time.’ 

On motion of Mr. Rose, the bill was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Milican, Mr. Cooke was added to the Se- - 
lect Committee, appointed to consider the bill, to be entitled 
An act, creating the county of Leon. 

Mr. Howard, from the committee to whom was reforred a 
bill to be entitled An act, creating the county of Nueces, re- 
ported an amendment thereto. 

Amendment read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Howard, the bill wasthen ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, making an appropriation, for 
the pay of Captain L. H. Mabbit’s ae aa of Rangers, was 
taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Muckleroy, the bill was referred to the 
committee on Claims and Accounts, 

A bill to be entitled An act,.to authorize plaintiffs to discon- 
tinue their suits, in vacation, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary: 

A bill to be entitled: An act, for the relief of Isaac oes 
son, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. McClarty, the bill was ordered to be en 


` grossed. 


A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for the trial and pun. 
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ashmez.t of crimes and misdemeanors, committed by slaves : 
free persons of color, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the bill was referred to the com: 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to authorize Justices of the 
Peace, to practice law, in the Appellate Court, in support of 
their decisions, was taken up and $ 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rose, the bill was laid upon the table. 

A bill tobe entitled An act, to restore lands, sold for taxes, 
to their former owners, was taken up and 

Read asecond time. 

Qn m oticn,the bill was referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to be entitked An act,.to repeal an act, making a sur- 
vey of a reserve of land for the Coshatte and Alabama Indian. 
—approved, January 1840; was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr, White, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to locate the. Supreme Court; 
was taken up and x 

Read a second time. af 

On motion of Mr. Holland, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to incorporate the La Vaca and 
Rio Grande rail-10ad Company; was e up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Burroughs, the bill was referred to the 
committee on Internal Improvements. - 

A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for revising, digesting 
and arranging the laws—civil and criminal; was taken up 
and $ 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Sadler moved, to amend the bill, by striking out the 
words, “two or more,” and inserting “one,” j in lieu thereof. 

Amend ment rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Rose, the caption of the bill was amended, - 
by inserting, after the word “criminal,” the words “of a gener- 
al nature.” 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill was made the special or- 
der of the day, for Saturday next, at ten o'clock, a. m. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to authorize the Governor, to 
eause the Constitution and Laws of the State of Texas, to be 
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translated into the German language; and to promulgate the 
same—was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rose, thé bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for widows and or- 
phans, was taken up—together with the following amendment, 
reported by the committee on the Judiciary. 

Strike out all after the word “Enacted,” in the second section, 
and insert in lieu thereof, the following:—“That the proceeds 
of any sale, made under the provisions of the preceding sec- 
tion, shallbe paid over to the widow of the deceased—if he has 
left one—and if not, then to the guardian er guardians, of child 
or children. l 

Amendment adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, the bill was then ordered to be 
engrossed. . l 3 

A bill to be entitled An act;.to organize certain offices, sub- 
_ordinate to the General Land Office of the state of Texas; 
was taken up and |, i 

Read a- second tirhe. 

On motion of Mr. Wiliams, the bill was referred to a Select 
Committee, 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Williams, Edwards of Na- 
cogdoches, Pease, Rose, Clark, Stevenson, Gooch and Burroughs, 
to compose said committee. : 

. On motion-of Mr. Gray, the bill to be entitled An act. to 
avoid further confusion in the Land System, ‘was taken up and 

On further motion, the bill was referred to the Select Com- 
mittee just appointed. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the Resolutio regulating the 
adjournment of the House, was suspended for the day, and 

On further motion, the House adjourned, until three o’clock, 
P. M. 


; THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met, pursuant to adjournmerit. + 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Charlton, Clark, 
Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, 
‘Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, McFarlanc,. Me- 
Neill} Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, 
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Pease, Perkins, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Sadler, Stevenson, 
Smith of Harris,Smithof Rusk, Sublett, Truitt, Whiteand Willie, 
A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business, 

A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for the enumeration, 
of the inhabitants of Texas, was taken up 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to exempt from liability, any 
witness, who may fail or refuse to attend any Court, ‘out of the 
county in which he resides; was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of of Mr. Braneh, the bill was referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled An act to allow defendants to plead g 
partial failure of consideration, was taken up and - 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was passed to a third reading. 

A bili to be entitled An act, to raise a revenue by direct 
taxation; was taken up and 

Read a third time and passed. co, 

A bill to be entitled -An act, to define the boundaries of Rob.» 
ertson county; was taken up 

Read a third time and passed. . 

A bill to be entitled An act, to prescribe the mode of organ- 
izing the House of Representatives; was taken up 

Read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Burroughs, Chairman of the committee on Enrolled 
Bills, made the following report: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined _ the follow- 
ing bills, and find the same correctly Enrolled; and, having 
been signed by the Speaker of the House‘of Representatives, 
and the President of the Senate, said bills were this 
day, presented to his Excellency, the Governor, for his approv- 
al: > 

An act to better define the boundaries of the county of Vie- 
toria; and 

An act, defining the boundaries of Jackson county. 

Report read and accepted. | 

A bill to be entitled An act, disposing of a portion of ths 
Public Buildings, in the City of Austin; was taken up and 

Read a third time. . l 

Mr. White moved, that the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

Motion lost,’ i 


The yeas and nays were then called, on the final passage of 
the bill, and stood as follows: i i 
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`- Yeas. Messrs. ‘Speaker, Barry, Branch, Brown, Burroughs, 
Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Edwards 
of San Augustine, “Edwards of Nacogdoches, Gilliam, Gooch, 
Holland, Howard, Keenan, McFarland, Muckleroy, Noble, 
Pease, Perkins, Rayner, Rose, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Smith 
of Harris, Sublett and Truitt—3i. 

Nays. Messrs. Adams, Cooke, Dupree, Gray, Gillett, Irion, 
Jones, Mabry, McClarty; McCown, McNeill, Miller, Milican, 
' Ogden, Pattillo, Redgate, Stevenson, White and Willie—19, 

So the bill was passed. 

A billto be entitled An act, organizing county courts, was 
taken up—together with the substitute, therefor, offered by the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Substitute read and adopted. 

Mr. Sublett moved, to amend the bill by inserting the ewe 


ng 
Pr ovided, That nothing, herein contained, shall be so eon- 
strued as to authorize any county, to levy a tax upon any citi- 
zen of the State, who may not bea citizen of the county in 
which such tax may be levied, 
Amendment adopted. 
-Mr. MeNeill moved, to amend the bill, by striking out the 
words—“to appoint patrol.” 
Amendment rejected. 
_ My. Branch moved, to sneha the bill, by inserting the 
words “one half” —after the word “exceed. 


. Amendment adopted. 
_ Mr. Pease moved, to artiend the bill, by inserting the follow- 
ing: 


And such tax shall be collected, by the Collector of the State 
tax, in the same manner as the State tax; and, by him, paid in- 
to the County Treasury. - 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Sublett moved, that the eighth section of the bill—as 
amended—be stricken out. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. Sub- 
lett’s motion, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Brown, Dickson, Eddy, Gillett, Irion, Milican, 
Pattillo, Russell, Sadler, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Truitt and 
Willie—13. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Ada pee Barry, Branch, Baurland 
Burroughs, Cazenau, Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Dupr ee, Dur- 
ham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches; Gray, Gooch, Holland, 
Hudson, Jones, Keenan, Mabrv. McClarty: A Oner Marl. 
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loch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Muckleroy, Mulfens, Noble, 
Ogden, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Rose, Savage, 
Stevenson, Smith of Harris,. White and Williams—43.. 

- So the motion was rejected... 

Mr. Rose moved, to amend the bill, by inser ting the follow- 
ing: : 

Provided, That the powéer- herein conferred, of appointing 
Patrols, need not be exercised until—and only -80 far as—the 
County Court, in their discretion, ‘may deem necessary for:the 
public welfare. 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Pease moved, to amend. the bill by striking out tthe word 
“plans,” in the seventh section, and inserting in lieu thereof, 
the word “plan.” 

Amendment adopted. . 

On motion, the bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to pt ohibit fre-hunting, was 
taken up and . ; 

Read a second tinie. 

On motion of Mr. Stevenson, the bill was laid upon the 
table. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to authorize the opening and 
Soustracting of a turnpike road, from the city of Houston, to 

the town of Brenham; was taken up and. - 

Read a second time: 

On motion of Mr.-Gray;the bill was referred to the commit- 
tee on Internal Improvements. 

A billto be entitled An act, regulating clections, was taken 
up and l 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the bill was referred to the com- 
rnittee on Privileges and elections. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to regulate slaves, was taken 
up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr: Milican, the bill - was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Willams, a bilitobe: entitled Anact,to de- 


4 


clare the exclusive right of. Texas, to all the territory, within . 


the limits of the State, was taken up and 
Read a seeond time. 
Mr. Gray moved, to amend the bill by striking out the word 
“to” and inserting, in lieu thereof, the words “over the soil.” 
Amendment adopted. , o 
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On motion, aa bill was ee deed és be engrossed. a s 
‘Mr: Willie'movėd, that the rule of -the House—requiring’ all 
pills etc., to be read on three several days be suspended. : 


Motion carried. 


_ The bitl was then ead ‘ethird. time ‘ ‘and passed. * 

Mr. Truitt moved, that the House adjourn, until to-morrow 
morning nine o clock. > a a 

Motion lost. +. ‘> 

A bill to be entitled An ace to organize the Sse Land 
Office, wastaken up and 

Read a second time. 


Cå motion of Mr. ‘Rose, the bill ‘was referréd to” the Select 
Committee,to whom was referred a bill to be entitled An act, tå 
organize certain offices subordinate to the General Land Office. 

‘A bill to be entitled, An act, requiting ‘the Commissioner. of 
the General Land Office, to’ issue Patents, in certain cases, was 
taken up ahd ` 

Read a second time. 


On motion, the bill-was referred to the’ coirthittee ori the’ 5 u=- 
diciary.’ 

A bill to-be sailed An act, to prevent Colanial Contractors 
from disposing” of their premium lands, &e., was taken up and. 

Read a second time. ` ` 


On motion af Mr. Durham, the-bill was referred’ to the com- 
mittee ori the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled An, act, providing for the election: of 
oflicers, for the county of Limestone, was taken up and- - 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill avas referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. * 

A. bill to be entitled An act, requiring the: ‘county - lof Lime- 
stone, to pay a proportional share of the debt of Robertson 
county , was taken up and 

‘Read-a second time. - 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Stevenson moved,.that the rule be suspended, so that a 
bill to be entitled An dct, ‘creating the county of Leon, might 
be taken up. - as on Seat 

Motion lost. i 

A bill to be entitled-An ct, to provide for the, payment of a - 
part of the debt of Liberty county; by the counties of Polk - 
and Tyler, was taken up and : 

Read a ‘second time. - 4 
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On motion of Mr. Branch, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bil to be entitled An act, to legalize the sale of lots, in 
ihe town of Goliad, was taken up and . 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the bill was was ordered to be 
Engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to authorize Chief Justices to 

act, until their successors are appointed, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, the bill was ordered to be Engross- 


ed. 

ae to be entitled An act, regulating Juries, was taken up 
an 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. McFarland, the bill was made the special 
order of the day, for to-morrow, ‘at ten o ’elock, a.m. 7 

A bill to be entitled An act, regulating Patrols, was taken 
up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Trion, the bill was referred to the commit- 
tee onthe Judiciary. 

Mr. Gillett, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled An act, 
to authorize the county of Lamar, to levy a tax. 

Bill read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to create the county of La 
Vaca—with the amendments from the Senate—was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. McCulloch, the amendments were concur- 
red in by the Honse. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to incorporate the Huntsville 
Academy—with amendments ‘from the senate, was taken up. 

Amendments read and concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled An act,to create the couhty of Hunt, 
was taken up and oe 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Smith of Harris, moved, that the vote of the House— 
referring a bill to be entitled An act, regulating Patrols, to the 
committee on the J udiciary, be re- -considered. 

Motion carried. 

On further motion, the bill was referred to the committee on 
State Affairs, 

A bill t6 be entitled An act, for the ‘regulation of Patrols, i 
was taken up and 

Bead a first time, 


ki 
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Mr. Gillett moved, that the House adjoutn, until to-morrow 
morning, nine o'clock, a - 
Motion lost. . , 
On motion of Mr. Branch, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row, nine o’clock, a. M. 


Ciry or Austin, WEDNESDAY, 
April 1st 1846. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names: = 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Branch, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, 
Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards of San 
Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, 
Hudson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, Mc- 
Farland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, 
Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Rose, Sadler, Savage, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Truitt, White and Willie. 

‘A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. - 

Mr. Gooch presented the petition of George F. Lawton—ac- 
companied with a bill, for his (Lawton’s) relief. 

Petition and bill read and ` = 

Oy motion, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr, Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: f : 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Commrrres Room, } 
March 31st 1846. f 


Lo the Honorable the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives : - 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled An act, to protect religious denominations, while 
holding public and protracted’ meetings; and a bill, to be en- 
titled An act, to protect religious denominations, in the peacea- 
ble enjoyment of their own mode of divine worship—which 


aO 
CO 
es 


originated in the Senate lavo considered tke, same, and in- 
struct me to reportthe aecompanying substitute therefor; to be 
entitled An act, to protect religious meetings. The passage 
.of which, is respectfully recommended. i 
[Signed] PeeWee GRAY, 
Chairman. 

Report, bills and substitute received, and laid upon the table, 
to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
made the following report: ' 


Coumirree Room, 
_ March 81st 1846. 
To the tLanorable the Speaker 7 
of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary have. considered ihe follow- 
ing bills: 

A bill to be entitled An act, to extend the jurisdiction of 
Justices of the Peace, over cases of assaurt and battery. 

_ A bill to be entitled An act, extending certain P rivileg es to 
Justices of the Peace. 

A bill to be entitled An act, defining stays, in Justices’ Court; 
and 
. A bill to be entitled An act, to define the jurisdiction of 
Justices’ Courts, in civil cases. 

I am instructed by the committee, to report, that the subjects 
referred to, in all these bills, are fully provided for in the bill, 
io be entitled, An act organizing Justices’.Courts, and defin- 
ing the powers and duties of the same; which. was reported a 
few days since. 

They, therefore, recommend that these bills be laid. ae the 


table. 
(Signed) o gre Vs GRAY, i 
Chair man. 
Report and bills T and laid upon tke table, to come 
up with the orders of the day. 
Mr. Gray, chairman of fhe committee on the Judiciary, m ade 
the following report: 


: ‘COMMITTEE Room, 
March 31st 1846. 
To the Honorable Speaker a 
of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on ne J analy: to whom was referr a 
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bill to be entitled Án att, forthe relief of Master Builders and 
Mechanics, of Texas, have had the same under consideration, 
and have instructed me to report that a law with provisions 
almost exactly similar to those proposed in said bill, was pass- 
ed by the third Congress; and can be found i in had laws of that 
Congress—<page 66. 

. They, therefore, consides further action, on this bill, unne- 
cessary; and recommend ere it be laid upou t the.table. ° 

(Signed) P W-GRAY, 
Chairman. . 

Barbie ‘aiid: bill received, ani laid upon the table, to come 
up with the orders of the day. 

Mr, Clark, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report: 


COMMITTEE Room, ? 


April. lst 1846. - 


To the Honorable WY. E. Crump, 
Speaker-of the House of Representatives ;. 


The committee on State Affairs have considered a bill, to be 
entitled Ân act, to prohibit free negroes from settling in this 
- State South of latitude, thirty-six degrees, thirty minutes. * 

The committee have amended the bill, by striking out the 
word, “on,” between the words “that” and “conviction,” in the 
first line of the third section, and inserting -in lieu thereof, the 
word “apon.” Also, by striking out all after the word “negro,” 
in the second line of the same section, to the word “fo¥,”-in the 
third line, and inserting the words, “in the District Court.” 

Also, by inserting, between the wor ds, “sold” and “into,” in 
the last line of the same section, the words “by the Sheriff of 
the proper county.” 

With these amendments, they return said biil to the House, 
and recommend its passage—believing that such a law.is es- 
sential to the peace and happiness of the:State. — - 

[Signed] E. CL ARK, 
. Chairman. 

Report bill and amendments recéived; and laid upon the 
table, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Keenan, Chairman of the committee on Education, made 
the following report: 


$ 
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Commirree Room, 
a March 31st 1846. 


To the Honorable W. E. Crump, i 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be entitled - 
An act, to amend the eighth and eleventh sections of an act, to 
incorporate Herman’s University—approved, January twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and forty-four—have had the same 
under consideration; and, having found nothing in it, contrary 
to the provisions of the .Constitution, instruct me to report 
the bill back to the. House, and to recommend its passage. 

[Signed] . C. G. KEENAN, 
l Chairman. 

Report and bill received, and laid upon the table, to come up 
with the orders of the day. * 

Mr. Irion, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
made the following report: 


Aprit lst 1846. 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


” The committee on County Boundaries have had under ex- 
mination, the bills creating the counties of New Durham and 
Buncombe; and beg leave to report them back to the House, 
nd recommend that they lie upon the table, without further 
onsideration. l , 

The memorial of E. L. R. Wheelock—a citizen of Robert- 
on county—praying the Legislature, either to cut off a strip 
¿f country, along the whole southern line of Robertson coun- 
j—one league in width—and attach it to the county of Brazos; 
iT, if they find it incompatible with the interest of the county, 
10 to do, to at least strike off his own individual head-right 
2ague of land, from Robertson, and make it a part of Brazos 

sunty—has also been before the committee, and received its 
ost mature deliberation; and the committee have unanimous- 
y instructed me to say, that, however much the memorialist, 
for the wrongs inflicted upon him,) needs the pity and condo- 
ence of his fellow-citizens; and, how much soever, he may 
.eserve from the country, for his stern and inflexible course, and 
‘requént participancy in the struggles—defending the frontier; 
ind, however much the lands and praises of the world should 
je given to him, for his large and munificent donations for edu- 
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cational purposes—still, the committee are of opinion, that it 
is inexpedient, at the present, to grant the prayer of the memo- 
rialist; but hope that, for the services rendered, and the dona- 
tions given, the memorialist will receive a compensation, in the’ 
high approbation of his fellow-citizens, equal, in measure, and as 
lasting in their memories, as the gifts were bestowed through 
‘disinterested, meritorious and patriotic motives. 


The committee would further, most respectfully suggest, 
that, if the name and the people of Robertson county, are so 
obnoxious to the memorialist; and, if he has so much good 
fellow feeling for the citizens of Brazos. county—that he remove 
from the former, and settle himself permanently and forever in 


the latter county. . 
All of which, is most respectfully submitted. 
[Signed] VAN R. IRION, 
> i Chairman. 
Report read and adopted. 


Mr. Willie introduced a bill, to be entitled An act, to regu- 
late the establishment of county seats, by the people. 

Bill read a first time. - 

Mr. Rose introduced a bill, to be entitled An act, to raise a 
Jury fund. i 

Bill read a first time. i 

On motion of Mr. Mabry, the House proceeded to take up the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Mr. Bourland moved, a reconsideration of the vote, taken on 
previous day, on the engrossment of a bill, to be entitled An 
ct, defining the duties of County Courts. a 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. 
Bourland’s motion, and stood as follows: 

. Yeas. Messrs. Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, Cazenau, Dick-- 

son, Durham, Dupree, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Ed- 
wards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Gillett, Gooch, Irion, 
Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McNeill, Noble, Ogden, Pat- 
tillo, Perkins, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, 
Truitt and Willie—34. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Charlton, Clark, 
Cooke, Erath, Gilliam, Holland, McCown, McCulloch, McFar- 
land, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Pease, Rose, Savage, Smith 
of Harris, and White—20. l 

So the vote was reconsidered. 
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. On motion, the bill was laid upon the table, until to-morrow, 
ten o'clock, a. m. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills, by that body: 

A bill to be entitled An act, defining the mode of convey-. 
ing property, in which the. wife has an interest. 

A bill to be entitled Ar aet, requiring County Surveyors to 
record certain field-notes. 

ʻA bill to be entitled An act, to‘incorporate Lamar Acade- 
my, in the county of Lamar. r 

“A-bill.to be entitled An act, to incorporate Duval Academy, 
in the county of Fannin. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to Aaiionin’ the settlement of 
disputes, by conciliation or arbitration. 

A bill to be erititled An act, to legalize the, marriage of 
samuel M. ‘Parry with Elizabeth Neise, and 

A bill to be entitled An act, to incorporate the Grand Lodge 
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows—with amendments, 

. The Senate also requested, that the committee on Claims and 
Accounts, on the part of the House act with a like committee 
on the part of the Senate, upon the memorial of George W. 
‘Ferrell. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, Mr. een was added to the com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections. 

, On motion of Mr. Perkins, Mr. Bourland was added .to -the 
Se elect Land Office Committee. 


A bHI to be entitled An act, regulating Juries, having been 
ade lhe Special Order of the day, for to-day, at ten o clock, 

. M., was-taken up—together with’ the report of the Select 
è 'ommittee ther eon. 

Report read and adopted. 


Mr. MeNeill moved, that the bill be engrossed. 

Mr. Rose moved, to ‘amend the bill, by inserting the word 
“practising,” before the word “Physician.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. White moved, to amend, by striking out, all persons ex- 
empted from serving on Juries,in the first section of the Dill. 

Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Brown called for the previous question—which was the 
en grossment of the bill. 

The sense of the House was then taken,.on Mr, McNeill's 
motion, for the engrossment of the bill and 

The bill was ordered to beé engrossed. ° 


299° 

À bill to be entitled „An act, ta create. este cone of Hunt, 
was taken up-and a 

Read à second time.’ °° - l l 

On motion of. Mr. MeF anil the bill, was referred to ake 
-committeé on County’ Boundaries, 

A bil to be-entitled An” aet, creating the county’ of Lime- 
stong,” was taken up 

Read a third time and passe sed. 

A:bill to be entitled, An act, to establish the limits of man 
Patricio county, was taken up. 

` Read a third time and passed. 

‘ A bill tobe entitled An act, to allow defendants, to plead 4 
partial failure of consideration, was taken up 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to regulate Pilots, was taken 
up and : 

Read a second time. l 

On motion, ihe bill-was referr ed to the committee on State 
Affairs. 

By leave, Mr. Ging re the following report: 


” 


To-the Doae the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom -was referret a 
bill, to be entitled An act, to. provide for the change of venue, 
in civil and criminal cases, have had the same under consider- 
ation, and instruct -me to report t the following amendments 
thereto: 

first. -Add to the second section, and in case any applicant 
. for a change-of venue, shall set forth in his petition aforesaid, 
that he cannot procure persons to come forward, voluntarily, to 
testify in support of his petition; but thatzhe has reasons to be- 
lieve that there are persons in the-county, knowing the facts— 
then the Judge shall make an order, that ‘the Clerk issue sub- 
ponas for such ‘persons in the county as the applicant may 
name; requiring them to appear as witnesses in that behal. 

Second. In the third line of the third section, after the 
Words “nearest county,” insert ‘the words “seat of some coun- 
ty” 

: Third: ` In the fourth, fifth and sixth lines of ‘the third sec- 
tion, strike out the works “but should no other county, within 
the district, be free from such objections—thën the Judge or- 
der a change of venue,to the nearest county, out of ‘the district, 
free from said objection. 
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Fourth. In the first line of the fourth section, strike out the 
words “defendant, or the,” and at the end of the section, add 
the following: “And in criminal cases, not capital, the defen- 
dant shall have a change of venue, under the same rules, re- . 
quisitions and restrictions. And in capital cases, when the de- 
fendant shall make affidavit, in open court, that he believes he 
cannot have an impartial trial, in the county where the ‘indict- 
ment is found; the Judge shall order a change of venue,.to the 
nearest county seat of some county in the district, that is free 
from the like objections. And if no county in the district, 
is free from such objections, then to the nearest county seat, of 
seme county out of the district, which isso free. - 

Fifth. In the third line of the fifth section, after the words 
“nearest county,” insert the word, “seat.” 

With these amendments, a majority of the committee in- 
struct me to recommend the passage of the bill. 

A minority of the committee, consisting of the chairman and 
Messrs, Pease, Burroughs and Willie, dissent from the report 
of the whole bili, 

[Signed] P. W. GRAY, 
i Chairman. 

Report, bill and amendments received, and laid upon the 
table, to come up with the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled An act, defining the liain of N acogdo- 
ches county, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill was ordered to be En- 
grossed. 

A Joint Resolution, requiring the douano to reside at the 
seat of Government, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Cazenau, the Joint Resolution, was refer- 
red to the committee on State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled An act, creating the county of Smith, 
was.taken up—with-the amendments offered by the commit- 
tee on County Boundaries. 

Amendments read and adopted, and the bill read a third time 
and passed. 

‘A bill to be entitled An act, creating the county of. Navar- 
ro—was taken up—with the amendments offered by the com- 
mittee on County Boundaries. 

Amendments read and adopted, and 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be Engrossed- 

Mr. Perkins eengeen a Resolution, prohibiting the intro- 
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duction of any business, of a local or individual nature, after 
the-tenth of April, instant. 

Resolution read and laid upon the table, one day, for con- 
sideration. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to ‘create the county of Titus, 
was taken up, 

On motion of Mr. Barry, the bill was made the special order 
of the day, for Saturday next. 


A bill to be entitled An act, to create the county of Chere- 
kee, was taken up—with the amendments offered by the com- 
mittee on County Boundaries. 


Amendments read and adopted, and the bill read a third time 
and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Gilliam, Mr. Ryburn was added tothe com- 
mittee, appointed to investigate the claims of Captain John C. 
Hays. 

A bill to be entitled An act, authorizing Lamar county, tọ 
levy and collect a county tax, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 


On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill was laid upon the table. 
On motion of Mr. Erath, Mr. Cooke was added to the com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


A bill to be entitled An act, providing for the election of off- 
cers, in Dallas county, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the bill was laid wpon.the table, 
without reading. 

A bill to be entitled An act, establishing the county seat of 
Limestone county, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, establishing the county seat of 
Dallas county, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to establish the county seat of 
Montgomery county, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. McNeill moved to amend the bill, by striking. out “two 
thirds,” and inserting, “majority,”, in lieu thereof, 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the bill and amendment, were 
referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 


Ps 
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A bill to be entitled An act fixing the Representation of the 
State, was taken up and ae ey 

Read a second time. tae 2 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. i, ot 

A bill to be entitled An act, organizing Justices’ Courts— 
«vith the amendments offered by the committee on the Judiciary 
—was taken. up. Oe oe : 

On motion, all but the sixth amendment, were adopted. 

Mr. Willie moved, that the rule; requiring the House to meet 
at nine o’clock, acm., and adjourn at half past three o’¢élock, 
pr. M., be suspended. ° ' 

Motion lost. 

By leave, Mr. Howard, chairman of the committee, appoin- 
ted to enquire into the expediency of ceding the vacant territo- 
ry of the State of Texas, to the United States, madé the fol. 

‘lowing report: 


REPORT, &c ' 


Gommirrse Room, March 1, 1846. 


The committee to whom was referred the: resolution of the 
Hoüse to enquire into the expediéncy of ceding the Public Lands 
to the United States for a just equivalent, for the purpose of 
providing means of discharge-the «Public Debt,-and to enquire 
into the propriety ‘of classifying and defining the debt, and of 
organizing a Board to ascertain dnd adjudicate upon the same; 
having considered each proposition, present the following re- 
dort : f ; 
1. As to the propriety of the cession of the Public Lands to. 
the Government of the United States, it will not be denied, that 
it is a subject of great public importance, both to Texas and 
the Government of the United States. ~~ 

\ 
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Jt is now more than ten years since Texas achieved axd ‘es- 
tablished her independence by a successful revolution. When 
she was driven into that revolution by the oppression of the 
Mexican Government, her population was extremely small, 
scattered over a widely extended territory, with, little wealth, 
few sources of taxation, and as a consequence, but illy able to 
procuré the necessary pecuniary means to support a Govern- 
ment, and sustain the military operations which the defence of 
- the country demanded. The military service of the country, 

diverting so large a portion of the population from the industrial 
avocations of life, rendered it impossible for the Government to 
draw any adequate revenues from its own population. In this 
condition of things, many of tle ardent friends of Texian In- 
dependence; at home and abroad, stepped forward and advanced 
their money for the relief of the urgent wants of the country, 
at a time when doubt hung over the result of the contest. 
Texas came triumphantly out of the struggle, with less loss 
of blood and treasure than has ever attended a revolution of 
as much magnitude recorded in the annals of history, but yet , 
it has entailed upon her a considerable debt, which is strongiy | 
recommended to our sense of justice and honor for the earliest * 
practicablé payment. Your committee are confident the peo- ; 
ple of Texas feel keenly thé weight of this obligation, and are | 
anxious to meetit, although most revolutionary Governments 
have been singularly disregardful.of debts contracted under. 
similar circumstances. Unfortunately, however, for Texas, > 
-owing to the peculiar condition of her past public affairs, her 
‘population has not iricreascd with the rapidity which might 
have been anticipated from the salubrity of her climate and 
the fert lity of her soil. Her resources and ability for raising 
revenue trom direct taxation, cannot for many years to come 
exceed the urgent and indispensable wants of her domestic 
administration. Nor can it be denied, that annexation, how- 
ever important and advantageous to this country in other re- 
spects, has, by destroying the revenue arising trom Customs, , 
taken from us a growing source of vevenue which might in a 
short time have afforded efficient means of providing for the, 
public creditors. However strong, therefore, may be the de-, 
sire of the country to provide for its creditors, it has no ability 
of doing so, except through the means of the public lands.— 
They can be mac Pehle tor ose only by ceding 
y e made available for that purpose only by g 
them to the Government of the United States, in such a man-, 
her as to realize the money, or cash ‘securities; or by making | 
them the basis of Land Scrip, to þe located and surveyed *y / 
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the public- creditor at his own expense. For many reasons, 
your committee think the former course will prove the most 
advantageous, both for the Government of the United States 
and the people of Texas. The committee are not unmindful, 
_ that the present vacant public domain, amounting to one hun- 
*~ dred and eighty millions of acreszunder skilful management 
“anid Wise lésislation, could not fail to be of ultimate uncalecula- 
-ble pecuniary advantage to Texas, if she had the means to 
' grapple with the undertaking, and provide for her public ne- . 
- cessities; but the subject is surrounded with political and other 
considerations, which preclude an exclusive regard to ulterior 
pecuniary profit. The public lands of Texas, cannot be sur- 
veyed and sectionized at an expense much short. of half a 
million of dollars, and it will only be after a lapse of many 
years, andthe accumulation of much wealth in the country 
from emigration, that sufficient revenues from direct taxation 
will be created to enable Texas to sustain the expense of even 
surveying her public lands, without which they could not be 
sold to any advantage by the State Government. If the Goy- 
ernment of Texas were at this time to undertake a general sys- 
tem of surveys of her boundless public lands, the expense at- 
tending on the necessity of. protecting the surveyors from hos 
tile Indians, would doubtless exceed the above estimate, where- 
“as the United States, by the extension of her military posts, 
and her Indian policy, together with her admirable land system, 
would in a short time at a moderate expense, bring these lands 
into market, and open them to the vast tide of emigration al- 
ready beginning to pour into this country. À 
Your committee, therefore, are led to conclude that, as the 
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suffering in many instances, yet she would appeal to the civil- 
ized world, that she had performed all in her power to redee 
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her public engagements, »and maintain her national faith— 
Your committee cannot, however; bring themselves to believe, 
that the statesmen af Washington will fail to perceive the ob- 
vious national advantage of purchasing the public domain of 
Texas. 

Without the sole ownership of these vacant lands, it willbe - 
impossible for the Federal Government to obtain and secure 
that control over the Indian tribes within our borders, which 
her wisdom- and humane policy have ever dictated. If the 
country is to be explored and surveyed by private enterpfize, 
there will be an entire want of all responsibility and systemat- 
ic action. Collisons will constantly take place between pri-° 
vate parties of surveyors and the roving tribes of Indians; and , 
as the tide of emigration advances, bloodshed will occur, and * 
wars bé engendered, which will have to be closed by the Uni-: 
ted States, at an expense five times as great as the price of 
the lands, which wars, by an undivided empire, the Govern- 
mentof the United States might prevent and suppress. ~ 

In the progress.of the settlement of Texas, new States will 
be formed out ofher present territory, and it is not improbable 
that unpleasant controversies will grow out of the division of 
the public domain, and the apportionment of the public bur- 
dens among the new sovereignties, ifthese lands are left to the 
disposition of the local governments. It does not require much 
foresight to perceive, that they will become the apple of discord 
to the legislation of the country. ` 

If the Government of the United Stafes were to be actuated 
solely by pecuniary considerations, still your committee con- 

' ceive, that it would be her interest to acquire our public lands. 
It is certainly for the manifest benefit of the Federal Govern- 
ment, to have no competitor in the sale of wild lands within 
any of the States, who will greatly undersell her in the market. 
If Texas is compelled to issue Land Scrip to her public eredi. s 
tors, it will be thrown in a mass upon the market, and sold at | 
such a low rate, that the public lands of Texas will not cost, 
moré than a few cents per acre. When it is recollected that 
Texas has more than six times the extent of the State of New 
York, with less waste and untillable land than any other terri- + 
tory of the same scope on the face of the Globe; with a soil o 
unsurpassed fertility, producing almost every variety of pro- 
duce, from the rich staples of sugar, cotton, rice and tobacco, 
to the small grains, in an eminént degree, and far surpassing 
all other countries for grazing: that such is the salubrity cf 
the climate, that the white man in nearly the whole of the 
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country, may expose himself to Jabor in the sun with as-mnch 
guarantee for health as in the Middle States, it cannot be 
doubted that these cheap lands would destroy. the revenneopf the 
Governme* of the United States, arising from the sale of her 
public d: ma'n. 

That the United States would receive a large profit from the 
purchase and sale of the public lands of Texas, your commit. 
tee think unquestionable There is no Indian title to extin. 
guish; for Texas ġvers ånd wi }l- maintain, that within her limits, 
the Indians have no fixed abode or residence, as they areal] 
wandering tribes, using the vast tracts lying East of the Rock 
Mountains, and stretching from the Red River to the Rio 
Grande, as mere hunting grounds. Su ppose, then, that the 
cost of purchase and survey to the United States, should be _ 
twenty-five millions, and the lands at fifty cents per acre, sold 
for the sum of ninety millions of dollars, and aiter extinguish- 
ing any stock that might be issued for the purchase by the Uni- 
ted States, and the expenses incident to the survey and sale 
there was a reservation, that one-half of the nett proceeds 
should be paid to Texas, and one-half into the Treasury of the 
United States, it would result that the United States would 
realize a nett gain of thirty-two and a half millions of dollars, 

But if the Government of the United States reaped no ad- 
vantage beyond the expenses of the enterprize, it weuld only 
be fulfilling its high mission to the human race, by preventing 
savage war and -bloodshed, by subduing and fertilizing the 
wilderness, by anticipating ages, and extending the empire of 
American civilization and laws over yast regions, the natural 
opulence of whichis now inert, and wasted by the prodigalities 
of savage life. 

‘The above estimate is-independent and exclusive of -the al 
ternate sections, which are reserved to this State by. the sever 
al Colony contracts into which the Republic entered at various 
times. Should these sections be reserved by the United States, 
and sold at public auction after the settlements are completed 
by the contractors, they will produce a sum many times great- 
er than would have been realized from the whole of the ter 
ritory which they cover, if these contracts had n ever been em 
tered into, and the country populated under them... 

Your committee may be reminded, that a popular objection 
has been urged to the purchase of the public domain of Texas, 
on the ground that it would be an assumption of the debt of 
Texas by the Federal Government, . 

Texas does not,ask the United States to assume her public 
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debt. She proposes, it is true, with the proceeds of- such sale, 
honestly and faithfully to pay the debt, and pledges herself to 
that effect; but the two propositions are independent and dis- 
tinct. Over the last, neither the agency or control of the Uni- 
ted States is invoked. Texas will deterfttine what her debt is, 
and to whom itis due; and the proceeds of the land which she 
pays it, is the property of Texas, and not of the United States, 
and must pass to the treasury of the former, if no ereditor 
_ should appear. Indeed, the distinction between the purchase 
‘of property, and the assumption of a cebt, is too obvious to 
admit of. argument or illustration. Why was not this objec- 
tion urged when the old States ceded their lands to the Feder- 
al Government for a pecuniary consideration? The Govern- 
ment paid the State of Georgia alone, between eight andnine mil- 
lions in various forms, for her public domain; and it should be 
recollected, that nearly all these purchases were’so encumber- 
ed with Indian titles which the Government contracted to ex- 
tinguish, as nearly to destroy their value as a source of income, 
tothe national treasury, while ours are free in this respect, and 
will therefore be a scarce of vast gain. 

Texas is soliciting neither gratuity nor boon at the hands of 
the Federal Government; she has poured out her blood like 
water, to give an empire tothe Union worthy the swerd ofthe 
Cæsars, but she asks no charity in return. Hard and penuri- 
ous as were the terms of annexation in the opinion of all Europe, 
she asks neither abatement nor amelioration of their rigor, 
but is proud to enroll herself under the banners’ of the Unign. 

Your committee dismiss this branch of the subject, by report- 
ing a resolution, devolving on our delegation in Congress the 
negotiation for the sale of thé public domain of Texasto the Uni- 
ted States, subject to the ratification of the State Legislature. 

2. The ascertainment and classification of the public debt. 
The fact that the debt of Texas was contracted during a revo- 
lutionary struggle, constitutes no reason in the opinion of the 
committee, why we should not pay it in honesty and good faith. 
They nevertheless think that she should be bound.to return to 
the public creditors only what, according to a just average, they 

‘paid for her securities, with the rate of interest stipulated on 
the bond or other evidence of débt; they have endeavored to 
Place the scheme of: classification on the broad basis of paying 
back with interest to every man, every dollar advanced in her 
service, or invested on the faith of her securities.. They have 
made as near an approximation to truth and justice, as so com- 
plicated a subject was susceptible of; butthat there may ote* * 
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of classification they cannot doubt. The largest portion of the 
debt of Texas is composed of Treasury notes, issued and re- 
issued in sueh a manner, that it will ‘be impossible to fix an 
average that will secure in all cases, the precise amount which 
the holders paid for them, as they were often put in circula- 


. tion at one rate, then redeemed and re-issued af another. 


The committee report a bill to be entitled, “an act to ascer- 
tain and establish the public debt of Texas, and to define how 
the same is to be paid,” and beg leave to append to this report 
a tabular statement made by the Comptroller, marked B, and 
the classification of this bill, exhibiting the probable amount 
of the debt of Texas, under all heads, allowing for unascer. 
tained claims and arrearages yet to be ascertained, By this 
staterhent, it will appear that the ostensible debt of Texas is 
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some cases of individual hardship in carrying out any method 
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about ten millions of dollars,.and the equitable amount due, 


and which ought to be paid according to the classification, isa 
fraction less than five millions. . il 


3. On the subject of a Board of Commissioners for the as- 
eernment of the public debt, the committee ask leave to report 
by bill. Such a measure seems to be obviously demanded by 
the number and variety of the claims against the late Govern- 
ment, to adjudieate and allow which, they deem a large legi- 
lative body in a great degree disqualified. The decisions of 
the Board, in order to arrive at any practical result, should have 
the effect ofa judgment with the right of appeal to the Supreme 
Court on questions of law. In cases where the Board neither 
as a court of law or equity, would have’a right to take cogn- 
zance of the case, they should report the same,with their opin- 
ion, to the Legislature for its action. 


The necessity for referring to documents on the files of the 
public offices, make it essential, that the Board should hold its 
sessions at the seat of Government, but in order to obviate the 
expense and delay of compelling small claimants to come to 
the seat of Government, the committee recommend that on all 
claims not exceeding one thousand dollars, the claimant be al- 
lowed to his file his claim before the Judge of Probate of bis 
county, who shall receive the testimony, and report the same 
with all the papers and his opinion, which shall be filed before 
the Board as a case for their adjudication. . | 


Your ‘committee have reported sueh measures as jn. their 
estimation are hest caigulated to do ample -justice to the pub- 
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lic ereditors, secure the rights of the State, and. preserve the 
national faith and integrity. - ? i 
V. E. HOWARD, Chairman. 
Ww. T. SADLER, E. MABRY, 

Wa. L, CAZENEAU, J. S. Noszz.- 
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The following is the resolution referred to in- the foregoing’ 
Report, in relation to the cession. of the public lands to the- 
Government of the United States.. 

Resolved, That our Delegatiomin Congress, be requested and- 
authorized forthwith to open a negotiation with the Govern- 
ment of the United States, in-such forms they may think fit, for- 
the cession of the public lands of Texas to the United States, 
for an adequate consideration, to enable Texas to pay her pub- 
lic debt; any negotiation to be subject to the ratification of the 
Legislature of the State of Texas, according to the ordinary 
forms of legislation, 


COMPTROLLER’ S Orrics, 7 
Austin, 28th March 1846. 


To the Honorable Volney E. Howard,.Chairman of a Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Représentatives: 


Sin,—In-compliance with’ your request, I accompany this - 
with a: statement of the several classes of debts incurred „by. 
` the Republic of Texas. i 

My estimate of what I have termed the domestic debt, is 
made from the retords of different Treasury offices, except the 
portion of it incurred under the General Council in 1885 and 
1836, which lastis takén from the published proceedings of that 
body; and both may be relied on as being generally correct. 

I have estimated from the best data I-can obtain, the amount 
of outstanding claims which have not been regularly audited, 
and am convinced that I have made ample allowance for the 
same. In this class, I have included the claim of L. S; Hargous 
of Vera Cruz, for funds advanced to Texian Prisoners, without 
security, and, so far as] can judge; without any motive save 
benevolenees which claim, though not audited, was recognized 

y the extra ‘session of the ‘last Congress of the Republic. i 
_ In making this statement, I Have left out the Treasury Drafts 
sued under the Exchequer ‘system, as they have all been re- 
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deemed in specie, except a few which can be paid on presenta- 
tion. Ihave also left out the small amount of Exchequer Bilis 
now in circulation, as théy will be received in payment of the 
revenue now due. 
I have classified the several issues according to the average 
Tate at which each has been available to the Government, partly 
from what data I could derive from the records of the Govern- 
ment, and partly from my own knowledge of the claims. It 
is impossible to ascertain from the date of their original issue, 
what they were worth when last paid out; for a bill may have 
been first issued in 1837 when at par, and, after returning to 
the Treasury, have been re-issued the year following when 
worth seventy-five cents on the dollar, and so on till 1841, when 
. if may have been paid out for the last time at one-sixth of its 
ostensible value. 1 have therefore assigned to each class an 
average rate of equivalent value, except those which from 
their character ought to be rated at par. 

The stock bonds issued to Swartwout and others, for money 
actually advanced to the Government during the early part of 
the revolution, as also those issued in redemption of Land Scrip 
atthe same rates at which it was sold by the Government for 
cash or its equivalent, ought both I think, in justice, to be re- 
deemed at par, and I have estimated them accordingly in the 
statement. Í 

The amount claimed by Mr. Frederick Dawson and Mr. Jas. 
Holiord and associates, as the value of naval vessels farnished 
by them, was originally, by the former 280,000, and by the lat-- 
ter $0,014 dollars and &4 cents; but, owing to the failure of the 
Government to meet the demand at maturity, double that sum 
in fen per cent. bonds was issued, according to previous agree- 
ment, to cover the debt; and in the statement, I have set down 
the whole amount of those bonds, leaving it for the Legislature 
to determine in what manner, and at what rates they shell be 
redeemed. 

The consolidated fund bearing ten per cent. interest, and 
created by an Act of June. 7th, 1837, could it be analyzed, 
would be subject to the greatest variety of equivalent rates, 
and hence it is more difficult te average them in this than m 
any otherfund. In it were invested large amounts of labili- 
ties which the Government had issued to therinvesters asof 
par value, and had expected to redeem accordingly. Other 
investments were made in it of claims which had been bought 
ata discount, and on speculation, but all equally under the 
firm belief that the bonds df the fund would eyentually be re- 
deemed at their ostensible valne, which was not the case in the 
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investments of other Texian stocks. Ihave consequently rated 
it higher than the other depreciateddebts, considering it enti- 
tled to more consideration, as its issues have directly and in- 
directly beer available to the Government for a greater pro 
rata amount than any other. It is also more generally in the 
hands of the original funders, and has been less subject to 
speculation in consequence of its being transferable only on 
the books of the Stock office. ‘ 

Next in value, I consider the ten per cent. stock created by 
an Án act of ¥ebruary 5th, 1840, for the redemption of promis- 
sory nutes. The holders of those notes, by investing in this 
fond, surrendered a currency which they conld use for revenue 
purposes, and received one which they could not, uider the 

assurance that the interest on the latter would be paid. The 
amount of revenue currency thus drawn from the market, had 
-a natural tendency to sustain the value of what was lelt in 
circulation; and the promissory notes wonld doubtless have 
depreciated more rapidly had it not been for this circumstance. 
4s the interest failed to be paid after the invester had relin-. 
guished for it the uses of a revenue currency which his invest- 
ment aided in upholding, I consider the bonds of this fund en- 
titled to a higher value than promissory notes. 

_ The value I have assigned to promissory’ notes, is estimated 
on the same plan as other liabilities according to the average 
of what they yielded tothe Government. ‘The firstissue made 
in the fall of 1837, and the spring of 1838, was of $650,000, 
and passed from the Treasury at par. They soon commenced 
depreciating, and went gradually down, sothatin 1841, the ` 
Government was compelled to pay them out at from 12 to 15 
cents on the dollar, I think the rate which I have given them _ 
in the Statement, is equitable as an average both to the Gov- 
emmment and to the holder. As the 8 per cent. bonds were 
mainly on the same footing’ as promissory notes, I have in- 
cluded thera under the same rate. 

_ Ihave calculated the interest on those liabilities which were 
issued as’peing siibject to it, according to their tenor, from and 
after the last payment of interest. a « 

Although the larger portion of the Promissory Notes in cir- 
culation were not issued to pay interest, I have on the grounds 

of equity, allowed on them five per cent. per annum, from the 
time when they ceased to be taken for'imposts. As they were 


` 


issued on the credit of the Revenue, for which they were to be 


s Teceivedpand thus acquired. ahigher-value than- they: could 
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have done without that pledge of redemption, they are, as i 
conceive, justly entitled to interest since that pledge was with- 
drawn, which was on the first of February, 1842. .. 

As cases may on examination make their appearance, in 
which the average value allotted to depreciated liabilities will 
bear with onerous weight on particular holders, it would per- 
haps be well to authorize the proposed auditorial board to re- 
commend such cases to the future consideration of the Legis- 
lature. , i : 

Submitting the above remarks with the Statement to which 
they refer, to your examination, 

I have the honor to. be, very respectfully, 
Yours, 
JAMES B. SHAW, 
Comptroller.. 
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STATEMENT 
Of ihe Public Debt of the Republic of Tewas. 
AUDITED DRAFTS, 


Race of Audited Drafts issued by the Auditorial Departments, from the 
organization of the Government'to the 19th day of February, 1846, 


exclusive of those issued under the exchequer system, - - -$ 7,558,651 10 
Am’t Drafts issued by anthony of the General Council,in the years 1835 
and 18386, ~ ~ 6,980 06 
* of Stock issued to Sam’l Swar twout and others by ‘author ity of a spe- 
cial act of Congr ess - - » - ~ 18,948 32 
“ of Stock issued in redemption of Land Serip, ~ = -~ = 66,400 00 š 
a 7,640,979 48 


From the above, deduct the following: 


Am’t'paid by the Treasurer, - ~ ` - - = ~ - 5,985,131 21 
“ "€ intothe Tr easury, received in collection of the novels and 
cancelled, ~ ~ - 489,804 76 
Am’t paid into the Treasury, “received i in collection of the revenue, and 
destroyed, ~ > - -  122,087°88 
Am’t invested in the Ten per cant, consolidated Stock created by act of June 
Tth, 1887, - - 837,500 09 $. 
Am’t investedintheTen per sont, Stock, created byact of Febrnary sth, 1840, 45, 600 00 > 
Am’t at presont in the Treasury, ~ ~ - - - 4 000 00 7,484, 073 85 
Balance of Audited Drafts in circulation,  - «s + -« = $156,905 63 


~ 
ey i acne 
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STATEMENT, &c. 


PROMISSORY NOTES. 
Amt issued at different times, and deposited with the coe for dis- 


bursement, i ‘ » 4,599,809 58 
Amt of Change notes issued at different times, and deposited with the 
Treasurer for disbursement,  . ‘ . . 118,130 00 


pamaenna AY "7, 930 53 
From the above deduct the following: 


Am’t redeemed by Treasurer and cancelled, . ; . 12,489 00 , 
“ invested in the ten per cent. Stock er eated by act of February 5th, E 
1840, . <. 772,800 00 
Am’t invested in the cig ght per “cent. Stock created by same act, 5 . 22,800 00 
“ received in collection of the revenue, and destroyed, ; ; . 851,447 91 
“ due by collecting officers, which is considered available, : ? 115,000 OO > 
“ at present in the Treasury, . a . 6 +). 9,005 82 8,048,492 48 
Balance of Promissory Notes in circulation : i l . $2,6'74,447 10 
EIGHT PER CENT. noe 
Am’t issued, of this description of liabilities, i ; . 849,900 00 
849,900 00 
From the above deduct the following: = EE og 
Am’t received in payment of the revenue, ‘and destroyed, a nay SES 38,700 00 
* at present in the Treasury, r ‘ : ‘ ee : : 200 00 38,900 00 


Naber 


Balance of eight per cent. Bonds in circulation, ; ‘ eo $811,000 00 


FIS 


STATEMENT, &<. 
FUNDED DEBT. 


Sy 


Am’t TR on thè ten per dent. Consolidated Fund, in redemption of audi- 


1 


ted paper, under authority of an aot approved June 7th, 1837, . . 757,150 68 
Less amount wah has been Ten POER by issuing Land Sorip, and id destroy- | 
ed, . ‘ è o x à ` ‘ . . 1,500 00 


755,651 68 
‘Amt issued to Sain’) Swartwout, an others, of the above ‘description of. 


liabilities, in payment of claims held by them, +. 18,9048 32 
Aim’t, also, of ‘the above Seeerei of debt pene in liquidation of Land 

Scrip, f a f i : . ° : : 66,400 00 
‘Am’t issued, of the tén per cent. Stock, in redemption of Promissory Notes, 
; under authori ty of. an act approved February 5th, 1840, “772,800.00 
Less amount redeemed by issuing Land Scrip in lieu thereof ‘ 1,400 00 


Gutstanding of this fund, | 
Am’t issued, of the ten per cent. Stock, for the Te ‘of Audited’ 
Drafts, under duthority of an act approved February 5th, 1840, 
Am’t issued, of the eight per cent. Stock, for the redemption of Promissory 
- Notes, by authority of the above mentibned act, . ss 


886,000 00 


171,400 00 
45,600 00 
22,800 00 


Balance of the Funded Debt outstanding, i i À ; ; $1,675,800 00 


aenant eama eea an Pat 


i 4 
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STATEMENT. Ge. 
INTEREST ON LIABILITIES. 

Am’‘t of interest due on the eight per cent. Bonds, to the 1st TORRE 1846, 

Less interest due on amount redeemed and destr oyed, À 


Am’t of interest on the ten per cent. Stock of June 7th, 1887, to the 30th 
March, 1846, a ; : ; 
Less due on the amount redeemed and destroy ed, 


- Ant of interest on the ten per cent. Stock of pore y 5th, 1840, to the 
15th December, 1845, f : 
Legs, due on amount redeemed and destroy ed, : : 


Am’t of interest on the ten per cent. Stock of February 5th, 1840, for the 
redemption of audited paper, to the Ist March, 18 46, f 

Am‘t of interest on the eight per cent. Stock of February 5th, 1840, for the 
redemption of Promissory Notes, to the 15th April, 1846, i 

Amt of interest on Promissory N otes subject.to an annual interest of ten 
per cent, to the Ist March, 1846, say $50, 000, 


Am’t of inter est on Promissory Notes in circulation, not bearing interest 


on their face, (should the Government think proper to allow it) from 
the Ist of February, 1840, at which time they were prohibited from 
. being received for revenue, to the Ist of March, 1846 a on 


' $2, 624 447 10 at 5 per cent, —. o 


Total amount of interest on liabilitiez, i . . x ` 


839,980 00 
15,560 00 


ae 


519,190 00 
825 00 


425,040" 00 
70 00 


Aa eomntiortnted 


324,400 00 
518,365 00 


424,270 00 
25,080 00 
10,082 00 


35,833 33 


4 


535,824 59 


 cseemeammenemnen: A 


$1,878,804 92 


eae aa: ae 
g 
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STATEMENT, ġe. 


OUTSTANDING CLAIMS. 
Pr obuble anrount of unliquidated claims due on account of supplies fur- 


mished the Navy, pay of officers and men of the same, &c., - 187,000 00. 
Probable amount of unliquidated claims due for supplies furnished the 

Army, pay of officers and soldiers of the same, and other military 

claims, . . 450,000 60 
Probable amount of unliquidated claims other than those “mentioned 

above, such as expenses on. criminal PPOP ERUEN, arrearages due 

divil officers, é&c. Sze., : a s : x ; x : > 185,000 00 


Total of probable putstanding claims, : ‘ r : . . 822,000 00 


Recapitulation of the above; which may be considered a 


| DOMESTIC DEBT, 
Audited Drafts, : : : : : : : : - 3 : 156,905 68 


Promissory Notes, : D ee ; : i ; ? ; : 2 2,674,447 10 
Eight per cent. Bonds, ; : ta 3 i > ot ¢: r r 811,000 00 
Funded Debt, : ; : : TE 9 : ae : : 1,675,800 00 
Interest on Liabilities, ; : } : : : : : : 1,878,804 92 


Outstanding Claims, : : E g i : i : : =: + 822,000 00 
É 3 


Total : : : $8 013,957 6 65 


mrem 


822,000 00 


mararmeon msan 


CS 
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| STATEMENT, $. 


DEBTS WHICH MAY BE CONSIDERED A 


Am’t borrowed from the Bank, of the United States, for which Scalia 
- Bonds to the amount of £94,500, bearing ten per cent. interest per 


annum, which is equal to : 
Am’t of interest on the aa fr om the Ist J uly 1839, to A ‘Ist March, 
» 1846, ; : ; : ; : 


* 


Amt claimed by James Holford and S for the purchase of the 
` steamer “Zavalla,” being double the original contYact, claimed on ac- 
count of Government failing to pay at maturity, and for which Ster- 
ling Bonds to the amount of 640 476 18s were issued, equalto : : 

ae of interest. on the i a E from ae Ist of J uly, 1839, to Ist March, 
‘B46; + sg Ss. Si yee 8 : : 


ant claimed by F. Dawson, aa others, for the payment of hayal vessels, 
‘being double the amount of the original ‘contract, owing to the Gov- 
ernment.failing to pay at maturity, for which two bonds of $280, oe 


‘were issued, í 
Ant of interest on the above, from ‘18th. N lovember, 1838, (the date of 


bonds) to the Ist March, 1846, ; 2 o} ; 8 
| Total of Foreign Debt, $: i 3 3 


400,000 00 
266,666 66 


696,668 66 


180,029 68 


120,019 73 
cence: 900040 41 


560,000 00 
408,388 33 968,383 33 


$1,085,049 40 


SIG 
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STATEMENT, &. 


REGAPIPFULATION.. 


Domestic Debt, 
Foreign “ 


a * . 
s é . . 


Sa 
D rs 


Total Debt,. : 


a 
os 4 


: $8,013,957 65 
: +- 1,985,049 40 


: $9,949,007 05 


STATEMENT, &e. 


iw 


Probable average rate at which each Class of the foregoing Liabilities have been available to the Govern- 


ment on a par basis. 


. l FIRST CLASS. 


The Debts under this head should be considered as having been available at par. 


Am’t Ne the Bank of the United aiae and nuni laika eye James Hol- 
ford and F. Dawson, : N tne 
Am’t of Audited Drafts of a par issue, 
“ the ten per cent. Consolidated stock issued to Swartwout and others} 
also, the amount issued in redemption of Land Scrip, including inter- 


est on same, . a a woor We e o 
Am’t of outstanding unliquidated Claims, : : ; po 4 s 
SECOND CLASS. 


The Debt under ihis head should be averaged ai 38 1-3 cents on the dollar, 
having been available at that rate by the Government. 

Arn’t of 10 per cent. Consolidated Fund of June "th, 1887, in circulation, 
including interest on the same exceptthe amount issued toSwartw out 
and others, which is included in the Ist class, ; ; , s 


Ostensible Face 
Amount, 


40, ‘000 00 


140,609 55 
8224000 00 


. 1,213,755 45 


Equiv. Value. 


1,985,049 40 1,985,049 40 


40 000 00 


140,609 55 
822,000 00 


404,585 15 


g 


m 


THIRD CLASS. 


The Debts under this head should be averaged jat 30 cenis on the ‘dollar, 


having been available at that rate by the Government, - 


Am’tof ten per cent. Stock created by act of February 5th, 1840, for the 
redemption of Promissory Notes and Audited Paper, including inter- 


pACRES us My St ca ee ee ce ae | . 1,266;350 00 

Also, the eight per cent. Stock created by same act, including interest, . 32,832 00 
FOURTH CLASS. 

Debts under this head should be averaged at 25 cents on the dollar, as having 


been available at that rate by the Government. 


* 


Audited Drafts in circulation, deducting the amount allowed above as a 


par issue, . ; . . . . . : . . ~ 116,905 63 
Promissory Notes in circulation; including interest, . |. : . 8,246,105 02 
Eight per cent. Bonds ‘in circulation, including interest, ‘ ‘ : 1,185,400 00 


es . 
379,905 00 
9,849 60 


29,226 40 
811,526 25 
283,850 00 


Pach amanera 


$9,949,007 05 $4,856,601 35 


emer ert Segre 


scsiahtenmade stanan] 


. ee 


Recapitulation of the Bguivalent Value of each Class. 


First Class, : : ; T oe t : i : : : 2,937,658 95 
Second “ : : : : : : : ; : : ; : 404, 585 15 
Third “ : : : : : ; : 


Ooi ttt) 38054 60 
: 3 : : : 1,124,602 65 


av * 


Fourth “ rr ee: 


: 1 : $4,856,601 35 


Total amount of Equivalent Debt, 


- COMPTROLLER’ S Orrice, Austin, 
28th March 1846. 


JAMES B. SHAW, Comptroller, 
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A bill to be entitled An act, to ascertain arid establish 
the public debt of Texas, and: to-define how. the same is to be 
paid. (Reported by the Select Committee,. of which Mr. 
Howard is Chairman.) was 

Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled: An act, for the formation and organi- 
zation of a Board of Commissioners, to examine and audit all 
claims against the late Republic of Texas—reperted by the 
same committee—was ; 

Read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Gray,. five hundred copies of the above 
report, bills and accompanying documents, were ordered to be 

rinted. 
i Mr. McCown, by leave introduced a bill, to be entitled An 
act, fixing the county seat of Harrison county. 

Bill read a first time. 

In accordance with the established rule, the House adjourn- 


ed until to-morrow, nine o'clock, a. m. 


“w 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, }- 
City or Austin, THURSDAY, 
April 2, 1846. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called,.and the following members.answered to 
their names: l 

Messrs. Speaker; Adams, Barry, Branch, Brown, Burroughs, 
Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, 
Echols, Edwards ef Nacogdoches,Eddy, Erath,Gillett, Gilliam, . 
Holland, Hudson, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, MeClarty,McCown,Me- 
Culloch, McFarland, MeNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, 
Miullens, Noble, Pattillo, Perkins, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, 
Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, stevenson, Stewart, Smith of 
Harris, Sublett, Truitt, White and Willie. 

A quorum-being present, the House proceeded. to business, 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman.ofthe committee on the.Judiciary, made- 
the following report: i 
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To the Honorable, Speaker 
of the House ‘of Representatives: 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill, to be 
entitled An act, to repeal an act, authorizing the President, to 
have surveyed a reserve of Land, ‘for the Coshatte and Ala- 
bama Indians—approved, January fourteenth, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty—which was referred to them, and I am instruc- 
ted, by the committee to report, that they cannot see the pro- 
priety or necessity for the proposed measure. 

The Indians, for whose benefit the original act was passed, 
are two small ‘tribes—innocent and harmless in their eharac- 
fer—and, although weak, and now daily decreasing, have, at 
all times been friendly, and ready to give their aid to the 
Whites. 

The reserve, made by the law, and on which these Indians 
now live, amounts only to four leagues of land, and includes 
their improvements. “It is their home, a and the only resting 
place they have. The law, making the reserve, also clearly 

reserves to the State, the exolusive right to the jurisdiction 
oyer the soil. Fhe committee can, ther refore, perceive no evil 
resulting from a continuance of the permission to these poor ’ 
beings, to occupy the lands; but, they think they can see evil 
arising fr om the proposed ineasure, which is virtually,their eject- 
zaent from their homes. 

The committee, therefore, recommend the indefinite post 
ponement of the bill. 

l (Signed) Pe W. GRAY, 
Chairman. 

Report read and adopted. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
made the following report; 

To the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives ? 

The committee on the Judiciary hay e considered a bill—from 
the Senate—to be entitled An act, to exempt from liability, 
any witness, who may fail or refuse to attend, as such, any 
Court, in a civil suit, out ofthe county j in which he resides; 
-and instruct me to report that, in some cases, it is highly neces: 
sary that witnesses should be ‘required to attend, in person; and 

tnar it would be inexpedient entirely to deprive a party of the 
benefit of the verbal testimony of a witness, only because he 
lives out of the county. 

lt is sometimes, inconyenient for witnesses to be summoned, 
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outof their own county, and some’ limitation ought to be put 
on the right to require their attendance, iw such cases; for 
which, the committee will endeavor to provide amore general 
bill. i oa B 
They, therefore, instruet rie to-reconiiptnd, that the bill be 
laid upon the table.- 7 
[Signed] P. W. GRAY, » 

; . ` ` Chairman. 
Report read and adopted. . l i 
Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also” 

réported as follows: 


Fo the Honorable Speaker’ 

of the House of Representatives : ; 
_ The eommittee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill, to be entitled an act, to incorporate the Society of Fres 
Masons, composed of Lodges and Chapters—have considered 
the same, and, a majority instruct me to report the säme back 
to the Hoùse, without amendment, and to recommend its pass- 


age ` Set 
[Signed } P. W. GRAY, 
: ; ee: Chairman. 
‘ Report and bill received, and laid upon the table, to come up. 
with the orders of the day. 
Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
made the following report. 


To the Honorable the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives : Ey 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill—from the Senate—to be entitled An act, to continue in of 
fice certain civil and military officers, commissioned under au- 
thority of the late Republie of Texas—have considered the 
same} and instruct me to report, that they believe the provis- 
ions of the Constitution are amply sufficient to effect the ob- 
jects of the bill—so far as most of the officers named, are af- 
fected—and that any action, by the Legislature, is unnecessary. 

They further report that several of the officers, named in the 
bill, would by its provisions, be retained in office and entitled 
to pay, whilst under the laws already they would have little ‘or . 
no duty to perform. i 

In consideration of which they instruct me to recommend 
the indefinite postponement of the bill.- 

[Signed] es P. W. GRAY, 
ee Chairman, 
Report read and adopted:- 
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Mr. Gray, chairman of the committeeun the Judiciary, also 
reported as follows: 


To the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to -whom was referred a 
bifl, to be entitled An act, to incorporate the town of Bonham, 
in Fannin County, have considered the same, and instruct me 
to report the following amendments: 


After the enacting clause, in the first section, insert—“That - 
all that tract of Land containing fifty acres and in a square 
torm, which was given, for the purposes of a town, by John C. 
Simpson and Baily Inglish, and which lies in the county of’ Fan- 
nin, shall be known as the town of Bonham.” Also add the 
following, as an additional section to the bill: l 


Section eighth. Ee tt further enacted, That the first election 
for Intendant and Councilmen, shall be held under the di- 
rection of the Chief Justice of the County of Fannin—after 
having given ten days’ notice thereof—and annually, after- 
wards, under the direction of the Intendant, at least ten days 
before the expiration of his term of office. And that, in case 
of the death or resignation of the Intendant, the town Council 
shall elect one of their own body, to act as Intendant until the 
next annual election. i 


With these amendments, the committee recommend the 
passage of the bill. 
P. W. GRAY, 
Chairman. 
Report, bill and amendments received, and laid upon the 
table, to come up with the orders of the day. 
Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 


¥ 


made the following report: . ; 


To the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives? 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill, to be entitled An act, to connect Galveston Island ‘with the 
main land, at Virginia Point—have considered the same, and 
instruct me to report the following amendment thereto: 

In the seventh line of the first section of the bill, strike out 


oy words “twenty-five,” and insert in lieu thereof, the word 
“fifty. a 
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A majority of the committee instruct me to recommend the 

passage of the bill, with- the abo¥e amendment, 
P. W. GRAY, 
- Chairman. 

Report, bill and amendment received, and laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Rose, from the committee.on Finance, made the follow- 
ing report: 


To the Honorable W. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Committee on Finance have considered a bill, to be en- 
titled An act, te exempt from taxation, two hundred and fifty . 
dollars worth of the household furniture, or other personal 
property, belonging to-each family inthe State; and have in- 
structed me to report the same baek to the House, and to re- 
commend its passage—without amendment. 

z [Agnea] l +- -. JOHN W. ROSE, 
Chairman. 

Remon and bill received, and laid upon the table, to come up 
with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Russell, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 


Commirree Room, 
i : April 2,-1846. 


Honorable W. E. Crump, 
‘Speaker of the House of Reniseniansa 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the fol- 
lowing bills etc., and find the same correctly Exngrossed: 

A bill, to be entitled An act, to provide for fixing the coun- 
ty seat of Justice, for the county of Grimes. + 
, A bill to be entitled An act, to authorize the “Commissioner 
` of the General Land Office, to issue a patent to Joseph McGee. 

A billto be entitled An act, for the protection of widows 
and orphans. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to authorize and require the 
Governor, to cause the Constitution and-certain Laws of the 
State, to be translated into the German Language, and pro- 
mulgate the same. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to establish and define the coun- 
ty of San Patricio. 

A bill to be entitled An act, for the relief of á ames Gilliam 
assignee of Jesse Billingsly. : 
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A bill to be entitled An act, to require the county of Whar- 
ton to pay a portion of the debt of Colorado ` sand Matagorda 
counties. 

& bill to be entitled An act, to provide for the publication 
of the Laws. 

A bill to be entitled An act, for the relief of Isaac Fergu- 
Zon. 

A bill to be entitled An act, organizing County Courts. 

A bill to be entitled An act, legalizing the sale of town lots, 
in the town of Goliad. 

A bill to be entitled An act, authorising Chief Justices elec- 
ted on the second Monday in February last, to continue in of- 
fice, until their successors are elected. 

A bill to be entitled An act, requiring the eriy of Lime- 
stone, to pay one fourth of the debt of Robertson county. 

A- bill to be entitled An act, to authorize John Henry Brown 
and Mary M. Brown, to adopt ‘ John Henry Brown Btone, as 
their child’ and lawful heir: 

A bill to be entitled An act, creating the county of Ange- 
lina., 

A bill to be entitled An act, transferring a part of the debt 
of Milam county, to Burleson county. 

A bill to be entitled An act, authorizing the Governor, to’ 
offer rewards for fagitives. 

A bill to be entitled An act, establishing the seat of justice 
of Dallas county. 

A bill to be entitled An act,. defining. the limits of Nacog- 
doches county. 

A bill to be entitled An EE ihe seat of Justice,’ 
of Limestone county. 
ae bill to be entitled An-act, to organize the county of Up- 

ur. 

A Joint Resolution, declaring the exclusive right of the State. 
of Texas, to the jurisdiction over the soil included within the 
limits thereof, and 

A Joint Resolution, concerning roads in Robertson County. 


[Signed] A. J. RUSSELL, 
Chairman: 
Report read and accepted.. $ 
Mr. Rose, from the committee on Finance, made the follow- 
mgreport: _ 
The committee on Finance, haye had under consideration a 
bill to be entitled An act, to restore lands, sold for taxes, to 
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their former owners; and have instructed me'to report the fol- 
lowing amendments to the bill: . 

First. Insert in the caption after'the word “taxes,” the 
words “and bid in by the Government.” 

Second, Inthe eighth line of the first section, after the 
word “Republic,” insert the words or'to the State 6f Texas. 

Third. In the last line of the first section, strike out “eigh- 
teen hundred and forty-eight,” and insërt, in lieu thereof, “eigh- 
teen hundred and forty-seven.” 

With these amendments, the committee recommend the pas- 
sage of the bill. 

[Signed]. JOHN W. ROSE, 
Chairman. 

Report, bill and amendmehis received, and laid upon the tä- 
ble, to come up withthe orders of the day. : 

Mr. Rose, chairman of the committee on Finance, made a 
report relative to-a' bill, to'be entitled An act, to provide tor 
raising a revenue’ for county purposes, and a bill to be entitled 
An act, to prohibit the various counties from imposing a tax 
upon their citizens. l 

[The original being lost, and there being no transcript into 
the Journal of the second of April, a copy of this report can- 
not be furnished. | 

Mr. Rose, chairman of the committee on Finatice, also made 
the following report: ` l ie 


y 


Comitrrrez Room, } 
pril 2, 1846. F 


The committee on‘Finance, to whom was referred a Joint 
Resolution, to provide for the destruction of the Exchequer 
Bills and Promissory Notes, redeemed by the Government, 
have had the same under consideration; and haye instructed 
me to report the following amendment: 

Strike out all, after the enacting clause, down to the word, 
“and,” in the last line,and-insert in lieu thereof, the following: 

“That it shall be the duty of the Treasurer of the State, to 
make-a full and complete Register of all Promissory Notes, 
Audited Drafts, Government Bonds, Exchequer Bills and all 
` other Government liabilities, now in the Treasury office: or 
which may, hereafter, be paid into the Treasury—stating their 
numbers, dates, amounts, in whose favor drawn and by whom 
drawn. And it shall be the duty of the Comptroller and Sec- 
retary of State, whenever called on by ‘the Secretary of the 

reasury, to examine such Register, and compare it with the ` 
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liabilities therein registered; and, at every such examinafion, 
the said Treasurer, Comptroller and Secretary of State shall 
burn and destroy all liabilities, so compared—making a certifi- 
cate thereof upon such Register, and signing their names 
thereto. ' 

Your committee are of opinion that the -object in view, will 
be more safely and effectually accomplished, in this way, than 
by requiring the agency of a joint committee of the Legisla- 
ture; and would, therefore, with this amendment, recommend 
the passage of the Resolution. 

[Signed] JOHN W. ROSE, 
Chairman. 

Report, bill and amendment received, and laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Clark, chairman-of the committee on State Affairs, 
made a report, relative to a bill, to be entitled An act, to pro- 
vide for closing the business of the War Department; which 
was received, and laid upon the table, to come up with the or- 
ders of the day. ` 

{The original of this report cannot be found, and, there being 
no transcript in the Journal, a copy cannot be furnished. ] 

` Mr. Sadler made the following report: 


The committee to whom was referred a bill, to be entitled 
An act, to establish the county of Cass, have had the same un- 
der consideration; and, after investigating the matter, have in- 
structed me to report the bill back to the House, and to recom- 
mend the adoption of the amendments, proposed by the com- 
mittee on County Boundaries. , 

[Signed] Wa. S. SADLER, 
Chairman. 

Report read and adopted. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill, to be entitled An act, for the 
relief of Wm. A. Byrns. 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion the House proceeded to take up the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A Resolution, fixing the adjournment of the Legislature, 
was taken up and 

Read. 

Mr. Clark moved, that the Resolution be laid 1 upon the fable, 
mtil Monday next. 
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The yeas and nays were called, on the: adoption of Mr. 
Slark’s motion, and stood as follows: z ae 

Yeas. Messrs. Adams, Brown, Clark, Cronican, Dupree, 
Durham, Echols, Erath, Gilliam, Gooch, Hudson, Irion, Mabry, 
McClarty, McCulloch, McFarland, Miller, Muckleroy, Ogden, 
Pattillo, Perry, Sadler, Savage, Smith of Harris, Sublett, Truitt 
and Willie—27. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Branch, Burroughs, Caze- 
nau, Charlton, Cooke, Dickson, Edwards:of Nacegdoches, Ed- 
wards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Holland, Howard, Jones, 
Keenan, McCown, McNeill, Milican, Mullens, Noble, Pease, 
Perkins, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn} Stevenson, 
Stewart, Smith of Rusk and White—33. 

So the motion was rejected. 

Mr. Rose moved, to amend the Resolution, by striking out 
the word “next,” after the word “April.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Charlton moved, to fill the blank with “twenty-fifth,” af- 
ter the word “‘April.” 

Amendment rejected. 2 

Mr. Sadler moved, to fill the blank with “thirtieth,” after the 
word “April.” a +e . 

Amendment rejected. ae 
ae Mabry moved, that the Resolution be laid upon the ta: 

e, 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. Ma- 
bry’s motion, and stood as follows: 

‘Yeas. Messrs. Adams, Brown, Cazenau, Clark, Dupree, 
Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Erath, Gillett, 
Gilliam, Gooch, Hudson, irion, Mabry, McClarty, McFarland, 
Miller, Muckleroy, Ogden, Pattillo, Perry, Redgate, Russell, 
Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Truitt 
and Willie—32. ; 

Nays, Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Branch, Burroughs, Charl- 
ton, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Edwards-of San Augustine, 
Eddy, Gray, Holland, Howard, Jones, Keenan, McCown, Me- 
Culloch, McNeill, Milican, Mullens, Noble, Pease, Perkins, 
Railey, Rayner, Rose, Stevenson, Smith of Harris and White 

Motion carried, and the resolution laid upon the table. ~ 

Mr. Gilliam introduced the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That, (with the concurrence of the Senate,) the 
Legislature will proceed to the dispatch of. business, as 
contemplated by the Constitution; and such other important 
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subjects, ás may bé deemed indispensiblé tó the genéral welfare 
of the State—and then adjourn sine die. l 

Resolution read and laid upon the table one day for` consid- 
ération. i ; 

Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 3 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills ang find the same correctly Enrolled? 

An act to create’ the county of Wharton. 

An act to create’ the county of Tyler. 

An act to locaté the’ county seat of Wharton County; and 

An act to enable the Governor to fill vacancies that may 
hereafter occur , i 

Said bills, having been signed by the Speaker of the House - 
of Represéntativés and the President of the Senate pro. tem, 
were this day, presented to’ his Excellency, the - Governor, for 
his approval. 

Report read and accépted. 

A bill to be entitled An act to authorize the settlement of 
suits, by arbitration or conciliation, was taken ùp and 

Read a first tire. : 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House of the passage, by that body, of a bill, to be entitled 
An act, to authorize the Governor to pay expenses (1) employed 
to circulate the law providing for the election of Representa- 
tives to the Congress of the United States—on which they had 
supended all rules; and requested a like suspension on the 
part of the House. l 

The House was also informed, that the Senate had concur- 
redin the amendments of the House, to a bill to be entitled 
An act, creating the county of Collin. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to incorporate the Independent 
Order-of Odd Fellows; was taken up—with the amendments 
thereto, from the Senate. l ; 

Amendments read and concurred in. | ees 

A bill to be entitled An act, authorizing the Commissioner 
of the General Land Offices to issue patents on Land’ Scrip, 
made in two surveys, was taken up and 

‘Read a second time. 

On motion the bill was passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to prohibit individuals from 1s- 
suing Bills, Checks, Promissory Notes or other paper, to ereu- 
late as money, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 


333 


On motion the bill was passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled An act, defining the mode of conveying 
property, in which the wife has an interest, was taken up and 

Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to incorporate the Lamar Acad- 

' emy,in the county of Lamar, ‘was taken up and 

Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to require County Surveyors, to 
record certain field notes, was taken up and — 

Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to incorporate Duval Acade- 
my, in the county of Fannin, was taken up and 
' Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to make valid the acts of Chief 
and Associate J ustices—while > Sitting as Boards of Land Com- 
missioners, was taken up—together with the substitute there- 
for, reported by the committee on Public Lands, 

Substitute read and adopted. 

Mr. Branch moved, to amend the bill, by inserting, after the 
word “Chief Justice, ” the words “or Chief Justices.” 

Amendment adopted. 

-On motion, the bill was then ordered to be ieee 

On motion of Mr. White, a call of the House was made. 

Mr. Dupree moved, that a further call of the House be sus- 
pended. 

Motion lost. 

a The Sergeant-at-Arms was dispatched after absent mèm- 
ers. 

After a brief absence, the Sergeant-at-arms returned with 
Messrs. Barry, Cronican, Charlten, Gilliam, oe Railey, 
Milican and Sublett. 

* The Clerk then reported a quorum present. 
7 On motion of Mr. Rose, the House took a recess of half an 
our, 

The recess having expired, the House met. 

The roll was called, and a quorum being present, the House 
proceeded to business. 

A bill to be entitled An act, defining the amounts that may 
be sued ọn, in Justices’ Courts, was taken up and | 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rose, the bili was laid upon the table. 

A bill to be entitled An act, extending certain privileges to 
Justice of the Peace, was taken up ; and . 

Read a second time, i 
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Gn motion of Mr. Barry, the bill was laid upon the table. 

‘A bill to be entitled An act, extending the jurisdiction of 
Justices of the Peace, over cases of Assault and Battery, was 
taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill was laid’upon: the table, 

A bill to be entitled An act, to protect religious meetings, 
was taken up and i f 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Rose moved, to amend the bill by BOGE after. the 
word “Ghureh,” the words “Mosque, Synagogue or TRPE m 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Sadler moved, that, that part of the bill, requiring the 
Judges to give the provisions of the law, in charge to the 
Grand Jury, be stricken out. 

Amendment adopted. 

A bill to be entitled An act, te provide for the ehange of 
venue, in civil and criminal cases, was taken up—together 
with the amendments, offered by tiie committee on the Judi- 
ciary 

On motion of Mr. Willie, the biil-was made the special or- 
der of the day, for Monday next, ten.o’clock, a, m. 

Mr. Stewart moved, that the bill, to be entitled An act, pre- 
scribing further duties of County Courts, be taken up. 

Motion lost. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to amend the eighth and eleventh 
sections of An act, ineorporating Herman’s University, was 
_ taken up and l 

Rea&é a second time. 

On motion, the bill was passed to a third reading. . 

A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for raising,a Jory 
Fund, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

Mr: Pease moved, to amend He bill, by inserting the words 
“or Sheriff.” = 

Amendment adopted: 

Mr. Sadler moved, that the bill be referred to the. eee 
on the Judiciary. 

Moticn lost. 

Mr. Rayner moved, that the bill be referred to the comuit- 
teé on Education. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Stewart offerred the following, asan additional section: 

Section That all county taxes, due and unpaid, upon 
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cases Heretofore instituted in the District Courts, be paid ever, 
when collected,.to the Treasurer of the county, for the pay- 
ment of Juries. 

Amendmentrejected. ` 

Mr. Howard offered the following, as an amendment-to the 
pill: 
“If the plaintiff gives security for the-cost, the jury tax need 
not be paid in-advance; but shall abide the result of the suit.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Williams moved, that the bill be-indefinitely postponed. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. White moved, that the bill be laid upon.the = until 
Tuesday next at eleven o’élo ck, A. M, 


Motion lost.. 
Mr. Pease moved, to amend the bill, by inserting the words, 


“or fines,” after the’ “tax, ” wherever its occurs. 

‘Amendment adopted. 

- Mr. Gray moved; to amend the bill, by striking out the word, 
_ “District,” before the word “Attorney,” and inserting, in lieu 

thereof, the word; “County,”  *` 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Gooch moved, to strike out the words, “except the State.” 

Amendment rej jected. 

Mr. Howard moved, that the bill þe. A the special order 
of the day, for Monday next. , ; 

Motion carried. 

A bill to þe entitled An act, regulating the establishment of 
County Seats, by the people, was taken up and | 

- Read a second time. . 

On motion of Mr. Willie, the bill was. referred to the com- 
mittee on County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to settle the conflicting rights . 
between the counties of Victoria, La Vaca, De Witt, Jackson - 
and Calhoun—-was taken up and 


Read a second time. | - 
Mr. Rose moved, to amend the bill, by striking out “first of 


April,” and inserting in lieu thereof, “first of. May. i 
Amendment adopted.. 
Mr, Howard moved, that the bill be indefinitely. postponed. 
Motion lost. 
Mr. Rose moved, to further amend:the . bill by inserting the; 
word “State,” before the wọrd “Texas.” 


_ Amendment adopted. 
On motion, the bill was then ordered to.be Engrossed,. 


¥ 


* 
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A bill to be entitled Amact, to organize Justices’ Courts, &e., 
was takén up and : 

Read a second time. 

Mr. McNeill offered the following, as an amendment to the 
bill: 
~ “When either party, in a suit, before a Justice of the Peace, 
wishes to take an appeal to the District Court, the party. Ap- 
pellant, shall take and subscribe an oath, that he, she or they, 
have not applied for an appeal, for the purpose of delay: but 
that justice may be doneinthe premises. And said oath shall 
be certified to, by the Justice before whom it was taken, and 
sent up to the District Court, amongst the other papers.” 

Amendment rejected. l 

Mr. White moved, to amend the bill, by striking out of the 
seventeenth section, the words, “at his own,” 

Amendment rejected. . 

On motion the bill was.then passed to a third reading. 

In accordance with the established rule, the House adjourn: 
ed, until to-morrow morning nine o'clock, ` 


p 


Crry or Austin, FRIDAY, 
i April 3, 1846. 

The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names; 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Brown, Charlton, 
Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards 
of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Atigustine, Erath, Gillett, 
Gilliam, Holland, Hudson, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, 
McCown, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Milican, Muckle- 
roy, Mullens, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins Perry, Rayner, Redgate, 


HOUSE OF ror gorge faa 


Rose, Sadler, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Swift, sublett, Truitt. 


and Willie. ~ 
-A quorum being present. the House proceeded to business. 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made . 
the following report; 
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To the Honorable Speaker eo ft : 
of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on the Judiciary have had under considera: 
- ation a bill, to be entitled An act, providing for the trial. and 
punishment of crimes and misdemeanors, committed by. slaves 
and free persons of color; and instruct me to report, that they 
consider the subject, as one that ought to receive careful atten- 
tion from the Legislature. _ 

They instruct me to report the enclosed substitute. for the 
original bill, and to recommend its adoption and passage, 

[Signed] P. W. GRAY, 
; f Chairman. 


Report, bill and substitute received, and laid upon the 
table, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee-on the J udiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill. to be entitled An act, providing for 
the registration of the separate property of married women— 
reported thereon; which report was read and adopted., 

[This report was not transcribed into the Journal of the 
third of April, and the driginal cannot be found; consequently, 
a copy cannot be furnished. | 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the J udiciary, also nal the follow- 
ing report: . 


Comantree Room, } 
April 2,1846.° f 


Lo the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill, to be 
entitled An act, to authorize plaintiffs, to discontinue their 
suits, in vacation, and, a majority, instruct me to report, that 
they ‘believe the law,'as it now is, to be sufficient for the pur- 
- pose expressed in the bill; and: that any further extension of the 
right, which plaintiffs have to enter discontinuances, would be 
attended with evil. 

They, therefore, recommend that the bill be laid upon the 


table. 
- 5 P. W. GRAY, 
Chairman. 


Remi read and adopted. 
Mr. Irion, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 


made the following report: 
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Honorable W. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on County Boundaries, have had under cor. 
sideration,a bill (from the Senate) to be entitled An act, crea. - 
ting the county of Hunt; and beg leave to report, and recom- 
mend its passage. Re 

[Signed] VAN R. IRION, 
l A Chairman. 
_ Report, and bill received, and laid upon the table, to come 
up in their regular order. . 

Mr. Gooch introduced the following Resolution: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of Texas, 
That the Commissioner of the General Land Office, be 1eques- 
ted to communicate to this House, the superficial area of the 
territory comprised within the following limits:—Bounded, on 
the North by the Sulphur Fork; on the South, by the North 
Cypress; on the West by the line dividing the counties of La- 
mar and Red River; and, on the East, by a line running four 
miles East of Seidekum’s line, dividing Red River from’Bowie 
eounty—and that the same be reported to this House as early 
as possible. 

Resolution read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the rule of the- House requiring 
Resolutions to lie upon the table, one day, for consideration, 
was suspended. 

The Resolution was then read a second time and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House of the passage of the following bill by that body: 

A bill to be entitled An act, to establish the county of Wal- 
ker. 

Mr. Stewart introduced a bill, to be entitled An act, to pro- 
hibit the removal of mortgaged property—to the injury of the 
mortagee. y 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Adams introduced a bill, to be entitled An act, provid: 
ing for the defining and running the boundaries of Robertso:: 
and Limestone Counties. - 

Bill read a first time. | 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, the House proceeded to take up 


the 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled An act, to prohibit individuals from is 
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suing Checks, Bills,Promissory Notes or other paper—to cireu- 


late as money—was taken up 
Read a third time and passed, 


A bill to be entitled An act requiring the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, to issue patents on Land Serip—loca- 
ted in two surveys—was taken up 

Read a third time dnd passed. 


Mr. Rayner moved, that a call of the House be made. 
Motion carried. 


On motion of Mr. Rayner, a further call of. the House was 
suspended. 


A bill to be entitled An act, to amend the eighth and 
eleventh sections of ‘an act, incorporating Hetmarn’s Universi- 
_ ty, was taken up 
Read a third time and passed.. 


À bill to be entitled An act, to a the Duval Acade- 
my,in the County of Fannin—was t taken up and 
Read.a second time. 


On motion, the bill was pad to a third-reading.. 
A bill to be entitled- An act, requiring County. Surveyors, te . 

record certain field-notes; was taken up and . 
Read a second time.” 


Mr. McNeill moved; that the bill be referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 
Motion lost. 


On motion of Mr. Gray, the bill was referred to the commit- 
tee on Public Lands. - 

A message was received from the Senate,. informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills, ; by that body: - 

- A bill to be entitled An act, to create the County of Grimes: 

A bill to be entitled An act to establishthe Fudicial Districts 
of the District Court. 

A bill'fo be entitled An act, to authorize thé payment of 
Government dues, on land in Gold orSilver, and. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to create the county of Denton. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to incorporate the Lamar Agade- 
my, in the.County of Lamar; was taken up and” 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled An act, defining,the mode of conyeying 
property, in which the wife has an interest;. waxtaken up and 

Read a second time. 
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On motion of Mr. Russell, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. White offered the following Resolution: 

Resolved by the Louse of Representaizves, That when a call 
of the House is made, after the Journals have been read—the 
‘Dourkeeper shall close the doors, and the Clerk shall note the 
absentees—who were not excused, on the previous day—and 
shall enter a fine, of three dollars, against said absentees; un- 
less otherwise directed, by a majority of the merbers present. 

Resolution read, and laid upon the table, one day for consid- 
eration. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to authorize the settlement of 
disputes, by conciliation or arbitration; was taken up and 

ead a second time. 

On motion of Air. Grown,the bill was referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

On motion ef Mr. Smith of Rusk, a bill to be entitled An 

"ast, prescribing further duties to the County Courts, or County 
Commissioners; was taken up and 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, read by sections. 

Cn motion of Mr. Pease, tLe worgg, “Courts of Ccommissicn- `, 
ers,” were stricken oni: 

Mr. Eddy moved, to an.end the bill as follows: í 

Provided, That it shali not ke lawrul, for any person to 
eztablish new ferries, on any navigable stream, within five 
miles of any old, or established ferry. 

Lir. MeCown moved to strike out the words, “five,” in the 
amendment, end insert in lieu thereof the word “three.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Rir. Stewart offered to amend the amendment as follows: 

Provided further, That nothing herein contained, shall pre- 
vent any person, owning lands on either side of the river or 
stream, from having his own ferry and read thereto. 

Amendment rejecied. 

‘The question then recurred, on the agloption of the amend- 

ent oered by Mr. Eddy; and the 

Amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Dupree moved, that the fourth section of the bill be 
stricken out. 

Motion lost. j 

On motion of Mr. White, the latter clause of the fourth 

section, was stricken out. a 4 
Mr. Dupree offered the following, as an amendment to the 
Dill: 


” 


5 
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“Each person obtaining a license to keep a ferry, shall pay 
tothe county granting such license, an annual license tax 
of —__—— dollars; and, in case of failure to pay said license 
tax, the person failing to pay shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor; and, on conviction thereof, shall be fined in any sum, 
- not exceeding one hundred dollars.” 

Amendmentrejected. 

Mr: White moved, that the tenth section of the bill be strick- 
en out. 

Mr. Pease offered to amend the amendment, by striking out 
all of the section, after the word “institutions.” 

Amendment rejected. 

The question then recurred, on the adoption of Mr. White’s 
motion to strike out the tenth section of the bill and 

The motion was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Cazenau, the eleventh section of the bill 
was stricken out. 

Mr. Gray offered the following, as a substitute for the tenth 
section of the bill: 

After the enacting clause, insert, “that all ministers of the 
Gospel, Teachers-of Schools, and students attending schools, 
shall be exempt from working on roads.” 

Mr. Branch moved to amend the substitute, offered by Mr. 
Gray, by inserting, after the word “Students,” the words, bi 
der sixteen years of age.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Rr. Russell offered to amend » by. inserting, “twenty-one years 
of age,” after the word čstudents.” 

- Amendment rejected. i : 

The question then recurred, on the adoption of Mr. Gray’s 
substitute for the tenth section of the bill ane 

The substitute was adopted. 

Mr. Dupree moved to amend, by inserting the words, “and 
all free white persons.” i 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Durham moved, that the bill be laid upan the table. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Stewart moved, that the twelfth. section of the bill be 
stricken out. . 

Motion lost. - 

Mr. Pease offered the following, as: an amendment to the 
twelfth section of the bill: 

Be it further enacted, That this act shall take effect, from 
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and after the second Monday in July, “eighteen hundred and 
forty-six. 

Amendment adopted. : 

On motion of Mr. Brauch, the thirteenth and fourteenth sec- 
tions of the bill were stricken out. 

Mr. Charlton moved, that the bill be referred to the commit- 
tee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Durham moved, that the fifteenth section of the bill be 

adopted. ` 

` The question recurred, on the adoption of Mr. Charlton’s 
motion, to refer the bill to the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments and 

The motion was lost. 

Mr. Keenan moved, that the bill be referred to the commit- 
tee on Claims and Accounts. 

Motion lost. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the fifteenth section of the bill 
as stricken out. - 

ca offered the following, as an additional section to 
the bill: 

SEOTION Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Judges of the Superior Courts of this State, te give in 
charge to the Grand Juries of the different counties, at the 
opening of each term of the said Courts, this act; and the Grand 
Juries shall present the Overseers of public roads, as well as 
the keepers of public ferries, which shall not be, or may not 
have been kept in such order and repair as is required by this 


act, 
Amendment rejected. 
On motion, the bill was then ordered to be Engrossed. 


Mr. Russell, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, l 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill, to 
be entitled An act, creating the county of Nueces, and find the 
same correctly engrossed. 

[Signed] l A. J. RUSSELL, 
Chairman. 
Report read and accepted. : 

Mr. Stevenson introduced a bill, to be entitled An act, to in- 
eorporate the town of Corpus Christi. l 

Bill read a first time. ~ 
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Mr. Stevenson moved, that the bill, to be entitled An act, 
creating the County of Nueces, be taken up. 

Motion carried. 

The bill was then taken up, read a third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage, (by that body,) of a bill, to be entitled, 
An act, to organize the militia of the Statė of Texas. 

Mr. Branch; by leave introduced the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That the Resolution, requiring the House to meet 
at nine o'clock a. m. and adjourn at half past one o’clock, r. x, 
be, and the same is, hereby repealed. 

Mr. Stewart.offered to amend Mr. Branch’s Resolution as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the rule, requiring’the adjournment of the 
House,at half past one o’clock, every day, be so far rescinded, 
as to require the House to adjourn, every other day, at twelve 
o'clock. m., and to meet on ‘the same day, at three o’clock, P. x, 

Amendment rejected. | 

The question then recurred, on the adoption of Mr. Branch’s 
Resolution and 

The Resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Echols,leave absence of was granted to Mr. 
Smith of Rusk, until Wednesday néxt. 

Mr. Willie moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow, 
nine o’clock, a. m. 

_ The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. Wil- 
lie’s motion, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Adams; Brown, Cazenau, Charlton, Cronican, 
Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, 
Eddy, Erath, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Howard, Irion, 
Jones, McCulloch, McNeill, Miller, Muckleroy, Noble, Pease, 
Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Russell. Savage, Stevenson, 
Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Truitt, Willianis and Willie. 
—36, 

Nays. Messrs, Speaker, Barry, Branch, Clark, Dickson, 
Durham, Gray, Keenan, ‘Mabry, McClarty, McCown, McFar- 
land, Milican, Mullens, Pattillo, Rose, Ryburn, Sadler, Smith 
of Harris and White—20. 0 

So the motion was carried, and in accordance therewith; 

The House adjourned, until to-morrow, nine o’clock, a. x, _ 


s 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, | 
; CITY or Austin, SATURDAY, 
April 4th 1846, 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: : 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Brown, Charlton, 
Clark, Dickson, Dupree, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Ed- - 
dy, Gilliam,Gooch,Holland,Hudson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, 
McClarty, McCown, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, 
Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perry, Rayner, 
Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith . 
of Harris, Swift, Sublett, Truitt, White, Williams and Willie. 

A quorum being present. the House’ proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Rayner presented the petition of John Sandsbury; 

Petition read and f 

On motion, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made a report, in relation to a bill, to be entitled An act, reg- 
ulating Appeals to the Supreme Court, in criminal cases; 
which report was read, and laid upon the table, to come up 
with the orders of the day. 

[This report was not copied into the Journal of the fourth 
of April, and, the original being misplaced, ‘a copy cannot be 
furnished. | : 

Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following report: 


To the Honorable W. E. Crump, \ 
Speaker of the House of Representatives ; 

The committee on State Affairs, have considered a joint 
Resolution, requiring the Governor to reside at the Seatof 
Government, for the next twelve months; and a majority of 
them, not aware of anything which would make it necessary, 
or proper for him to be detained here so long in addition to the 
time that he has already been: from home, direct that said 
_ Resolution be returned to the House, and recommend that it 
be assigned a place ‘upon the table—Mr. Echols dissenting 
from this report: .- ` j 

[Signed] E. CLARK, 
Chairman. - 
Report read and adopted. 
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On motion of Mr. Brown, the vote of the House, on- the 
adoption of the above report was reconsidered. i 


On further motion of Mr. Brown, the report was laid upon 
the table, to come up with the orders of the day. 


Mr, Clark, Chairman of the committee on State affairs, also 
made the following report: 


Commirree Roomy? 
April 4th 1846. 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on State Affairs have examined and consid- 
ered a bill, to be entitled An act, to fix and apportion the num- 
ber of Representatives, among the several counties, cities and 
towns; according to the number of free population in each— 
and have directed me to return said bill to‘the House, and to 
recommend that it be laid upon the table. 


The committee entertain the opinion, that an enumeration 
of the free population of the State must be had before the 
number of Representatives can be apportioned among the dif- 
ferent counties, cities ortowns. They suppose that the first 
part of the twenty-ninth section of the third article of the 
Constitution, means nothing more than that the Legislature 
shali take such steps as will procure an enumeration of the 
free inhabitants of the State. They think there can be no 
doubt about this, since the suéceeding Section effectually de- 
clares that the present number of Representatives shall re-. 
main unaltered, until the first enumeration. The Constitution 
also estoblishes certain limits (forty-five and ninety) below and 
above which, the number of Representatives shall not pass; 
and. in the absence of all information, the committee are un- 
. able to determine, what would be the number of Representa- 
tives under the ratio established by the bill. ' 


The apportionment of Representatives, at the several periods 
of making enumerations, is a duty imposed upon.the Legisla- 
ture; and the committee are of opinion, that this power cans, 
not be assigned or delegated to any other authority. 

The. bill proposes to confer upon the Governor, the power, 
and makes it his duty, when the free population of the State 
shall have been ascertained and made known to him, to appor- 
tion the number of Representatives. among the several coun- 
ties, cities .or towns; thus transfering to the Executive, a priyi- 
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lege secured to the Legislature; and in the opinion of the 
committee’expressly forbidden, by the second article of the 
Constitution—which declares-that none of the powers, assign- 
ed to one-department of Government, shall be exercised by 
either of thé others; éxcept in“instarices permitted by the Con- 
stifution. saat a fel 
{Signed] ` ' + E. CLARK, 

z ~ Chairman. 
"Report read and adopted. 


- Mr. Miller moved, that the report bé laid upon the table, to 


~ geome up with the orders of the day. 
„Motion lost. F 
Mr. Sublett moved, that the vote of thé House—adopting the 
report, be reconsidered. 
Motion lost. : 
"Mr. Irion, Chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
made the following report: - 


Fo the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on County Boundaries have had under con- 
sideration a bill-to be entitled An ‘act, to established Newton 
County; and beg leave to-report and recommend the passage 
of the same. = 

. . [Signed] YAN R. TRION, 

Chairman, 


Report read and received, and laid upon the table, to come 
up with the orders of the day. Ba 

Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made a report relative to a bill to be entitled An act, author- 
izing the Governor to employ a Private Secretary; which report 
was laid upon the table, to come up among-the orders of the 
day. \ 


[No transcript was made of this report: and, the original 


being misplaced, 2 copy cannot be furnished.]} 
Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the followiug report: 


To the Honorable Wm. E: Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


‘The eomnrhittee on Public Lands have considered a bill, to be 


bene F 
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entitled An act, for the relief of the heirs’ of Samuel S. Shef- 
field—which was referred.to them, and are of opinion that it 
is inexpedient to pass the bill, inasmuch as the parties, for 
whose relief it is intended, have their remedy, by making ap- 
plication to the Distriet Court. They, therefore, recommend 
that the bill be laid upon the table. 
All of which, is respeetfylly submitted. 
[Signed] . - E. M. PEASE, 
Chairman. 
Report read and adopted. on 
Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee on Public Lands, al- 
so made the following report: 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, _ ` 
Speaker of the House of Representativës: ` 


The committee on Public Lands have considered a bill, to'be 
entitled An act, to provide for the loss of Duplicate Land 
Warrants, Land Scrip, Head-right Certificates &c; and a ma- 
jority of said committee, haye directed me to report the accom- 
panying bill, to be entitled An act, to provide for the loss of 
Duplicate and other Certificates, Military Land Warrants and 
Land Scrip—and recommend that it be adopted, asa substi- 
tute for the original bill. 

A minority of said committee; including the undersigned— 
dissent from the above report; and think it inexpedient for the 
Legislature to act upon the subject. ` 

All of which is respectfully submitted. ` 

[Signed] A E.-M. PEASE, 


Chairman. 


:Report read, and received, and together with the “bill and 
ee laid upon the table,-to come up with. the orders of 

e day. 

Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee on*Public Lands, al- 
so made a report, in reference to a bill, to be entitled An act, 
to provide for closing the business of the late Department of 

far and Marine; which report was read and received, and 
laid upon the table, to come up with the orders of the day. 

~ _ [This report was not transcribed into the Journal of the 
fourth of April: and,the original being misplaced, a copy canm- 
hot be furnished] 


Mr. Russell, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
- made the following report: 


£ 
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To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill, to 
be entitled An act, creating the county of Navarro, and find 
the same correctly engrossed, 

[Signed] ; A. J. RUSSELL, 
_ Chairman. 

Report read and accepted. 

Mr. Pattillo, one of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report: 


To the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills, and and‘find the same correctly enrolled: 

‘An act to establish the county seat of Milam County. 

An act to locate to county seat of La Vaca County. 


An act to legalize the marriage of Samuel M. Parry, with 
Elizabeth Neise; and legitimating their children; and 

An act to locate the county seat of Calhoun County. 

Said bills, having becn signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives and the President pro. tem, of the Senate 
were this day, presented to his Excellency, the Governor, for 
his approval. 

(Signed) G. A. PATTILLO, 
One of the Committee. 
Report read and accepted. 


Mr. Stewart introduced the following Resolution: 
_ Resolved, that this House—in proceeding to the orders of 

the day —take up only such business as shall have originated 
in the House, until all of such business be disposed of; -unless 
special order or exception be made to this rule. 

Resolution read and 

Gn motion of Mr. Stewart, made the special order of the 
day, for Monday next, at ten o’ *elock, a. m. 
` Mr. Gray, introdiiced a bill, to be entitled An act, to declare 
what officers shal! give certificates of election, in ‘Senatorial » 
Districts composed of more than one county: 

Bill read a first time. % 

Mr. Howard presented the petition of James Newcomb and 
William Gibson—with a Joint Resolution for their relief. 

Petition and Joint Resolution read and. 
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On motion of Mr. Howard, referred to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 


On motion of Mr. Clark, a bill, to be ent tiled An ast, crea- 
ting the county of U ‘pshur, was taken up : 
Read a third time and passed, 


On motion of Mr. Erath, a bill to be entitled An act, to pro- 
vide for the closing cf the business of the late Department of 
War and Marine, was taken up with the report thereon, and 

the substitute therefor, offered by the committee on Public 
Lancs. 

A bill to be entitled An act to provide for closing the busi- 
ness of the late Department of War and Marine; was also 
taken up with the report thereon, offered by the committee on 
State Aifauirs. 

Bill and report read and 


On motion of My. Sadler, laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the substitute offered by the com- 
mittee on Public Lands, was then taken up 

Read and adopted. 


On further motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr, Erath moved, to amend the caption of the subs stitute, by 
inserting: “A Lill to provide for clesing the business of the 
late Department of War and Marine.” 

Amendment adopted. 


Mr. rath then moved, that the rule of the House, requiring 


bills to be read on three several days, be suspended. 
Motion carried. 


The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled An act to provide for revising, digesting, 
ae arranging the laws; civil and criminal; was taken up 
an 


Read a second time. 


Mr. Howard moved, to'amend the bill, by striking out all 
that portion of the first section, requiring the appointment cf 
two persons, and inserting in lieu thereof, the words, “the 
Judges of the Supreme Court.” : 

- Amendment adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Sadler, the third sectien of the bill: was 
Stricken out, and 

On motion of Mr. White, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed, 
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A bill to be entitled An act, for the relief of Isaac Ferguson 
was taken up 

Read a third time and passed. ` 

~ A bill to be entitled An act to establish the county of Cass, 
was taken up and 

Read asecond time. 

Mr. McCown moved, to amend the bill, by striking ont the 
word “river,” and inserting in lieu thereof, the word “Bayou,” 

Amendment adopted. 

On motion of Mr: Russell, the bill was, then: iid -wpon the 
table, for two hours. | 

A message was received from the Senate, ‘informing th 
Housd, that the: y had refused to.concur in the first amendmen 
to a bill, to be entitled An act, creating the county of Smith 
cai that. they had concurred in the second amendment to sai 

i 

The House was also informed of the refusal of the Senate 
to concur in the first amendment of the House, to a bill, to b 
entitled An act, creating the county of Cherokee; and the 
they had concurred i in the second amendment to said bill. 

Also, that the Senate had refused to coneurin the amend 
ments, ot the House to.a bill, to be entitled An act, to provid 
for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the State of Texas 

A bill to he'entitled An act, to legalize the sale of one lot 

in the town of Goliad; was taken up and. 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to establish the seat of Justic. 
of Limestone county; -was taker up and « . 

Read athird, time and, passed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to authorize the -Commissione 
of the General Land, Office,, to issue a Patent, to Joseph Me 
Gee; was taken up and 

Read a third time and passed., | 

A bill to be entitled An act, creating the county ef Angel 
na: was taken up and 

Read a.third time and passed. - 

A bill to be entitled An act, authorizing,the Chief Justices 
elected onthe second, Monday i in February, to. hold their offic. ` 
until their successors are elected; was taken up. 

Mr. Willie moved, to amend the bill by striking out, the 
words “second Monday,” _and inserting in lieu thereof, the 
words “first Monday.” « 

Amendment adopted, . 

. "Phe bill-was then read a third time and passed. 
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A bill to be entitled An act, transferring a portion of the 
liabilities of Milam county, to- the .county of Burleson; was 
taken upand ' 

Read a thirdtime and passed. . 

A bill to be entitled An act requiring .the county. of Lime- 
stone, to pay one ‘fourth of the debt of Robertson county; was 
taken up and 

Read a third time and passed.- 


A bill to be entitled, An act, for the relief of James Gilliam, 
assignee | of J esse Billingsly, was taken up and 
Read a third time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled én act, to provide: for the publication of 
the laws: was taken up. 


Mr. Pease moved, that the blank i in the bill, be filled with 
‘two.thonsand five ‘hundred. 5 


The yeas and nays were called, on the, adoption of Mr. 
Pease’s motion, and stood as follows: - 


Yeas, Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Cazenau, Clark, Cooke 
Cronican, Dickson, Darham, Echols, Erath, Holland, Howard, 
Keenan, "McCulloch, McFarland, MeN eill, Muckleroy, Noble, 
Ogden, Pease, Perkins, Rayner, Rose, Rybura, Savage, Steven- 
son, Stewart, Swift, Truitt and Williams—30. 


Nays. Messrs. Barry, Brown, Charlton, Edwards of Na- 
cogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Gillett, 
Gilliam, Irion, Mabry, McCown, Miller, Milican, Mullens, Pat- 
tillo, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Sadler, ‘Smith of Harris, Sublett, 
White and Willie—24. ` 


So the motion, to fill the blank in the bill, with “two thou- 
sand five hundred; 9 was carried. 


Mr. Howard offered the following, as an additional section 
to the bill: 


Also, æ copy of the Colonization Laws, of the State of Coa- 
liuila and Texas; and the land laws, of a public nature, passed 
by the: Congress of the Republic of | Texas, shall be incorpora- 
ted in said volume.. 

Amendment adopted. 


Mr. Gray moved to amend the-section just adopted, by i inser- 
ting the words, “and such other general laws, as he may deem 
necessary.” 


+ 
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On motion of Mt. Brown, the bill and amendment were re- 
ferred to the commisiee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled An act, defining the limits of Nacogdo. 
ches county; was taken up aad 

Read a third time and passed. , . 

A bill to be entitled An aet, establishing the seat of Justice 
of Dallas county; was taken up and 

Read a third time and. passed, 

A bill to be entitled An act, to authorize John Henry Brown 
and Mary M. Brown, to adopt Jobn Henry B. Stoner, as their 
lawful keir; was taken up and 

Read a third time and passed. e  ~ 

A Joint Resolution, concerning roads, in Robertson county; 
was taken up and . ' 

Read a third time and paszed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, authorizing the Governor to 
ofer rewards for fugitives; was taken up and 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, authorizing the Governor to 
have certain Laws translated into the German Language; was 
taken up and 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled Au aci,for the protection of widows and 
orphans; was taken up and 

-Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, requiring the county of Whar- 
ton, to pay a portion of the debt of the counties of Colorado 
and Matagorda; was taken up and 

Read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Cooke, by leave, intreduced a bill, to be entitled An act, 
establishing the office of Public Administrator. 

Bill read a first time. l , 

A bill to be entitled An act, fixing the seat of Justice of the 
county of Grimes: .was taken up and. 

Read a third time and passed 

A bill to be entitled An act, organizing County Courts; was 
taken up. i . 

Mr. Gray moved, to amend the bill, by inserting the words 
“and also, try contested elections, for County officers.” 

Amendment adopted. ; 
bale. Gray then offered the following as an amendment to the 

ill: 


> 


And also, to exercise jurisdiction, in appointing guardians, . 


granting letters testamentary and of administration; in settling 


| 
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the accounts of Administrators and and guardians, and for the 


- transaction of business appertaining to Estates,in such man- 


ner as may be provided, by law. 
On motion of Mr. Gillett, the bill was made the gaa or- 
der of the day, for Monday next, ten o’clock, a. m. i 
. A bill to be entitled An act, connecting ‘Galveston Island 
with the main land, at Virginia Point; was taken up—with the 
amendments thereto, offered hy the committee on the Judici- 


“T pendan read and adopted, 

Mr. Cronican moyed, to strike out “fifty, ” before the word 
“feet,” and insert in lieu thereof, the words “thirty five.” 

Amendment adopted. 

‘Mr. Mabry moved, that the vote “of the House, just taken 
on Mr. Cronican’s amendment be reconsidered. 

Motion lost. 7, 

Mr. Rose moved to amend, by striking out all relating to the 
width of the draw-bridge, and inserting in lieu thereof as fol- 
lows: 

Provided, That said bridge or causeway,shall not injurious- 


ly impede. the navigation of Galveston Bay. 


Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Savage moved, to amend the bill, by ertog the follow- 
ing: 

“This act, shall not be construed to be a private franchise; 
but is hereby, declared to be a public corporation.” 

Amendment adopted. 


Mr. Willie moved, that the bill be indefinitely postponed. 
Motion lost. . 


The question recurring on the passage of the bill to a third 
pe: the yeas and nays were called, thereon, and stood as 
ollows: 


Yeas. Messrs.. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Brown, 
Cazenau, Charlton, Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Eddy, 
Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Hudson, Trion, J ones, Keenan, 
McClarty, McCown, McCulloch, McFarland, McN ei, Muckle- 
toy, Mullens, Noble, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, 
Ryburn, Russell, 1, Savage, Stewart, Swift, Truitt, White and 
Williams—41, *" 

Nays. Messrs, Clark, Cooke; Edwards of San Augustine, 
Gray, Holland, Miller, Milican, Pattillo; Pease, Sadler, Smith 
of Harris and “Willie—12. 

So the bill was peek to a third reading. 
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On motion of Mr. Gillett, the House adjourned until Mon- 
day morning, nine o'clock. 


>= 


$ 


Crry or Austis, MONDAY, 
April 6, 1846. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. Á 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Branch, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Clark, Dickson, Dupree, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
Erath, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Hudson, Irion, Jones, 
Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, MeFarland, - McNeill, 
Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, Perry, 
Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, 
Stewart, Smith of Harris, Swift, Sublett, Truitt, White, Wil- 
liams and Willie. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of Saturday, the fourth instant, was read and 
adopted. 

Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report: 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives s 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


The committee on State Affairs, have examined and R 
` ered a bill, to be entitled An act, for the protection. of the 
Christian Sabbath—and have instructed me to return the bill 
to the House, and te recommend its passage. 

[Signed] E. CLARK, 
Chairman. 
teport and bill received, and laid upon the table, to come up 

with the orders of the day 

Mr. Holland introduced a Resolution as follows: 

Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs be, and they 
nre, i hereby, (instructed) to report a bill providing in what man- 

" Q 


A 
F] 


President and Vice President, shall be chosen- 
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Mr. Miller introduced a resolution relative to mail Contrae« 
tors. - i . 

Resolution read a first time. l <n eee 

Mr. Howard introducéd the following resolution: ; 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary, be instruc- 
ted to enquire into the expediency of a law to establish limited 
partnerships—with leave to report, thereon, by bill or other- 
wise. l 

Resolution read and adopted. 

Mr. Edwards of San Augustine, introduced a bill, to be en- 
titled An act, for therélief of the widow and children of Ken- 
neth L. Anderson, deceased. 

Bill read a first time. ` l 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the House proceeded to the 


. ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Mr. Cooke, by leave introduced a bill, to be entitled An act, 
to prevent the sacrifice of real Estate. 

Bill read a first time. l i 

Mr. Gilliam by leave, presented the petition of sundry indi- 
viduals of Red River County—praying that Inglis Oliver be 
permitted to reside in the State, and made capable in law, of 
holding real estate: and of suing and being sued, Witha bill ` 
for his benefit., 

ich were read and : 

On motion, referred to the. committee on State Affairs. - 

A bill to.be entitled An act, to establish the county of Cass;- 
was taken up and C 

Read a segond time: : 

_ Mr. Russell offered the following, as. a substitute for the cap- 

“ion and first section of the bill: 

“AN act zo CREATE THE Copnty or LAKE Sepa,” 

Section rst. Be it enacted by the Legislature af the State 
of Texas, That all that portion of Territory, within the limits 
of Bowie County; South of the Sulphur Fork, comprised with-~ 
in the following limits, to wit:— | i 

Bounded on the North by the meanders of the Sulphur Fork; 
onthe East, by the Louisiana Tine, to the middle of Lake So- 
da; on the South, by the meanders of the middle of the Lake 
Soda and the Big Cypress; afid.on the West, by a line running 
North and South {rom the said Cypress to the Sulphur—paral- 
_ lel with the Louisiana line—-and. se far west as to contain, 

within the above prescribed limits, the constitutional area ot 


sF 


356 


nine hundred square miles. And that the County Surveyor of 
Bowie County, be appointed, and, hereby required to proceed 
as soon as practicable, to survey said county boundaries—by a 
correct mathematical calculation, and make his returns accor- 
dingly as required by law. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. Ras. 
. sell’s substitute for the caption and first section of the bill, and 
stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Burroughs, Dares, Gooch, Ogden, Raynels 
Russell, White and Willie—8. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, 
Brown, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Durham, Echols, Edwards of 
Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, 
Gillett, Gilliam, Holland, Howard,Hudson, Trion, Jones, "Keen. 
an, M fabry, McCown, McFarland, MeN eil, Miller, Milican, 
Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, Per kins, Perry, Redgate, 
Rose, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Swift, Sublett and 
Truitt—46. 

So the substitute was rejected. 

Mr. Gilliam offered the following as an amendment to the 
pill: 

Strike out the words “four miles,’ and insert, in their stead 
the words “five miles and a half.” 

‘Amendment adopted. 

5 Mr. Russell offered the following as an amendment to the 
ii: 

Also that such county site shall not be located beyond five 
miles from the common centre; unless by a majority of two 
thirds. 

Mr. Durham moved, that the bill be engrossed. 

Mr. Clark offered the following, as an amendment to the 
fifth section of the bill: 

After the word “places,” insert the words “one of which shall 
be within three miles of the centre. 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Rayner moved, that the sense of the House be taken, 
on the previous question. 

Motion carried. l 

Question. Shali the bill now under consideration of the 
House, be engrossed? 

The question was o in the affirmative, and the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Howard, a bill (from the Senate) to be 
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entitled An act, organizing the Judicial Districts of the State; 
was taken up and l 
Read a first time. - : 
Mr. Rose moved, that the rule of the House requiring bills 
to be read on three several days, be suspended. 
Motion carried. 
The bill was then read a second time and 
On motion of Mr. Mabry, referred to a select committee, 
composed of one member from each Judicial District.  - 
The Speaker appointed Messrs. Pease, Mabry, Cooke, Rose, 
Sublett, Miller, McNeill and Bourland, to compose said com- 
| mittee. 
|. Abillto be entitled An act,to provide for raising a Jury 
Fund—having been made the special order, for to-day, at ten 
o'clock, A. M., was taken up and 
Read a second time. r 
ee Stewart offered the following as an amendment to the 
“That it shall be the duty of the District Clerk and Sheriff 
of the county, to pay over, when collected, to the County Treas- 
| vrer, all county taxes they may recover—due upon suits -here- 
| tofore instituted in the District Courts—to be added by-said 
Treasurer, to the Jury Fund. 
Amendment rejected. ; T 
| Mr. Clark moved to amend, by inserting the words “and the _ 
; tax levied on practising Lawyers and Physicians. i 
| Amendment rejected. `. 
Mr. Sublett moved, that the bill be referred to the commit- 
| tee on the Judiciary. 
: Motion lost. oie 
he question recurring on the engrossment of the bill: 
he yeas and nays were called, thereon, and stood as follows: 
| teas. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Bourland, Croniean, Dick- 
; Son, Dupree, Durham, Edwards of San Augustine, Gray, Gil- 
lett, Gilliam, Hudson, Mabry, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Mul- 
= Pease, Rayner, Rose,Stevenson, Stewart, Swift and Willie 


Nays. Messrs. Adams, Brown, Cazenau, Charlton, Clark, 
Cooke, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Eddy, Erath, Gooch, 
| olland, Howard, Irion, Jones, Keenan, McClarty, McCown, 
i peCulloch, Milican, Muckleroy, Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Perkins, 
PR Railey, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Smith 
ae Harris, Sublett, Truitt, White and Williams—37. 


| othe House refused to engross the bill. Sie 
i eon ad aaa 
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Mr. Clark moved, that the vote of the House just taken on 
the engrossment of the bill to be entitled An act, to provide 
for raising a Jury Fund, be reconsidered. 

Motion earried. 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, the bill was then, referred fo the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Russell, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 

To the Honorable Speaker 
` of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill t 


be entitled An act, regulating juries, and find the same cor . 


rectly engrossed. 
{Signed} ' A. J. RUSSELL, 
l Chairman, 
Report read and accepted. 
Mr. Burroughs, Chairman of ier committee on Enrolled 
Bills, made the following report: 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives ; 


The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the follow- 
ing bills, and find the same correctly Enrolled: 

An act to establish the county of Walker. 

An act to incorporate the Huntsville Academy. 

An act to incorporate the Independent Order of Odd Fel 
lows. 

An act creating the county of Grimes; and 

An act to create the county of La Vaca. 

Said bills, having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives sand the President pro. tem, of the Senate 
were this day, presented to his Excellency, the Governor; i 
bis approval. 

[Signed] i » J. M. BURROUGHS, 
Chairman, 

Report read and accepted. 

A bill to be entitled An act organizing County Courts, was 
taken up and 

Read a second time, 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, the bill was rare to the com 
mittee on Finance. 


ERAN, PRION UAT It re PBI ee TIS AUN en a PERDE P I ENADE PENE he ie a ee 


Mr. Brown, presented the petition of Col. Horatio Grooms. 

Petition read and 

On motion, laid upon the table, until to-morrow ten o'clock, 
À. M. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for the enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the State—was taken up with the amend- 
ments of the House thereto, in which the Senate had refused 
to concur. 

Mr. Bourland moved, that the House adhere to the first 
amendment. 


Motion carried. 

Mr. Clark moved, that the House recede from the second 
amendment. : 

Motion lost. 


Mr, Miller moved, that a committee of Conference be ap- 
pointed, to take into consideration the subject matter of disa- 
greement. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Burroughs moved, that the vote of House, Just taken 
on Mr. Miller’s s motion, be reconsidered. 

Motion carried. - 

Mr. Burroughs then moved, that a committee of Conference 
be appointed. 

Motion carried. 

The Speaker the appointed Messrs. Miller, TEN and 
Brown, to compose said committee of Conference, on the part 
.of the House. 

Mr. Barry moved, that the House adjourn until three o’cleck, 
P, M, 

Motion lost. 

Mr. McCown moved, a reconsideration of the vote, appoin- 
ting a committee of Conference. 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Echols, the House adjourned until half 
past two o'clock, r. x, 


+ 


HALF PAST TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Brown, Charlton, 
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Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett,Gilliam, Holland, 
Hudson, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, 
Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, 
Railey, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith 
of Harris Swift, Truitt and Williams. . - 

A quorum being present. the House proceeded to business, 

Mr. Cooke by leave, introduced a þill, to be entitled An act, 
to prevent the bringing of slaves into the State, convicted of 
certain crimes: . 

Bill read a first time. a 

Mr. Russell, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported sundry bills correctly engrossed; which report was 

Read and accepted. 

A bill to be entitled An act, creating the county of Navar- 
ro; was taken up . ` ` 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, incorporating the Angelina 
Navigation Company—with the report of the committee on 
‘the Judiciary thereon—were taken up and 

On motion of Mr. Brown, made the special order of the day, 
for to-morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m. l 

Mr. Perkins by leave introduced a bill to be entitled An act 
to authorize the Treasurer, to settle with defaulting Sheriffs., 

Bill read a first time. . 

_ Mr. Russell by leave introduced a bill to be entitled An act 
to wind up and close the business of the Treasury Department 
of the late Republic of Texas. l 

Bill read a first time. ` l 

A bill to be entitled An act, to connect Galveston Island 
with the main land, at Virginia Point; was taken up 

Read a third time and passed. 

: A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills, by that body: 

A bill to be entitled An act to provide for the organization 
of the several counties in this State. 

A bill to be entitled An act to create the county of Lime- 
stone. 

A bill to be entitled An act to authorize: the institution of 
suits against the State. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for the appointment 
of Patrols; and to. prescribe their duties and powers. 

A bill to be entitled An act to prescribe the time of the 
biennial meeting of the Legislature of the State of Texas. 
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A bill to be entitled An act to define the boundaries of the 
county of Robertson; and 

A bill to be entitled An act to prescribe the manner of or- 
ganizing the House of Representatives, of the Legislature of 
the State of Texas.. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for the change of 
venue in civil and eriminal cases; was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. White, the bill was laid upon the table 
until Saturday next. 

_A bill to be entitled An act to exempt two hundred and fifty 
dollars worth of household furniture, from taxation; was ta- 
ken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was passed to a third reading. . 

A bill to be entitled An act to continue in office, certain civil 
and military officers—commissioned by authority of the late 
Republic of Texas—was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

A bill to exempt from liability, any witness who may fail or 
tefuse to attend as such, any court,-out of the county in which 
he resides; was taken up, with the report of the committee on 
ui udiciary, recommending that the same be laid upon the 

able. i 

Read, and the report adopted. , 

A Joint Resolution, to provide for the destruction of Exche- 
quer Bills and Promissory Notes, redeemed by the Government; 
was taken up—with the amendments offered by the committee 
on Finance. 

Amendments read and adopted, and eo 

On motion, the Joint Resolution was passed toa third reading. 
„A bil to be entitled An act, to create the county of Hunt; 
` Was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On. motion, the bill was passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled An act, incorporating Lamar Acade- 
my, in the County-of Lamar; was taken up and 

Read a second time. : 

u motion of Mr. Gillett, the bill was amended by striking 
out the letter “W,” and inserting the letter “D” instead; and by 
striking out the name of “Norvill,” and inserting in lieu there- 
of, the name of “Nowell.” 

€ yeas and nays were then called, on the final passage of 
the bill, and stood as follows] 
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Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, 
Clark, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, 
Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Howard, Hud- 
son, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, McCown, McFarland, McNeill, 
Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, Perkins 
Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, 
Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Swift, Truitt, White, Williams 

and Willie—45. 
° Nays. Messrs, Branch, Charlton, Cooke, Pease and Smith 
of Harris—5. 

So the bill was passed. 

A billto be entitled An act, to incorporate Duval Academy, 
in the County of Fannin—was taken up and , ' 

Read a third time. ; 

The yeas and nays were called, on the final passage of the 
bill, and stood thus: 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, 
Clark, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, 
Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam; Gooch, Holland; Howard, 
Hudson, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, McCown, McFarland, McNeil, 
Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, 
Rayner, Railey, Redgate, Rose, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, 
Swift, Truitt, White and Williams—44, 

Nays. Messrs. Branch, Charlton, Cooke, Miller, Pease, Rus- 
sell and Smith of Harris—7. ; 

. So the bill was passed. . 

A bill to be entitled An act to authorize the Governor to pay 
Expresses employed to circulate the law providing for the 
election of Representatives to the United States’ Congress; 
was taken up and . 

Read a first time. : 

Mr. White moved, that the rule of the House requiring bills 
to be read on three several days, be suspended, 

Motion carried. ' 

The bill was then read a second time and 

On motion, referred to the committee on Finance. 

A pill to be entitled An act, to authorize the payment of 
Government dues on land, in Gold or Silver; was taken up and 

-Jfead a first time. 

i bill to be entitled An act, to create the county of Denton: 
wals taken up and 

Read a first time. 


A bill to be entitled An act, creating the county of smith; 
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was taken up—with the amendments, thereto made by the 
House. 

Tne Senate having refused to coneur in the first amend- 
ment, 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the House receded from said 
amendment. 

A bill to betentitled An act to create the county of Chero-. 
kee; was taken up—with the amendments, thereto made by 
the House, 

The Senate having refgsed to concur in the first amend- 
ment. - 

On motion of Mr, Brown, the House receded from said 
amendment. 

A bill to be entitled An act to organize Justices Courts; and 
to define the powers and jurisdiction of the same; was taken 
n 

a a thitd time and passed. ° 

A bill to be entitled An act to provide for raising a Jury 
Fund; was taken up - 

Read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Irion, the House adjourned until to mor- 
row nine o’clock, a. m, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
e CITY OF Austry, TUESDAY, 
April Tth 1846. ' 
The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Dan Branch, Bourland, Brown, 
Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Echols, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Eddy, Gray, Gil- 
lett, Gilliam, Holland, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, 
McCown, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, 
Mullens, Noble, Pattillo ‚Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, 
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Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Truitt, White and 
Willie. x 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report: 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Public Lands, to: whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled An act, for the relief of E. G. Rector—per- 
mitting him to alienate the six hundred and forty acres of land 
obtained by him in the Republic of Texas, as a Donation, for 
having participated in the battle of San Jacinto—are of the 
opinion, that it is inexpedient to pass said bill. -They, there- 
‘fore, retarn it to the House, and recommend that it be laid up- `’ 
on the table. 

All of which, is respectfully suLmitted. 

[Signed] E. M. PEASE, 
- Chairman. 

Report read and adopted. 

Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee on Public Lands, al- 
so made the following report: , 

To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a 
bill, to be entitled An act, confirming the several seals -of the 
General Land Office, have considered the same; and d* majori- 
ty of said committee, have instructed me to report to the House, 
the accompanying bill, and to recommend its adoption as a sub- 
stitute for the original bill. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

' E. M. PEASE, 


[Signed] 
l Chairman. 
Report, bill and substitute received, and laid upon the table, 
toome up with the orders of the day.- 


Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
also reported as follows: 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
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Petition of John Karner—praying for a grant of one third of 
a league of land, for his certificate which was not recommen- 
ded by the Travelling Board of Land Commissioners —and,al- 
so, a bill, to be entitled An act, for the relief of John Karner; 
have considered the same, and, a majority of said com- 
mittee have instructed me to report the bill back to the House, 
and to recommend its passage. 

The undersigned dissents to saidreport. From the evidence 
before the committee, he has no doubt but the petitioner has a 
just claim for one third of a league of Jand; but he thinks it is 
not in the power of the Legislature, under the provisions of the 
Constitution, to grant the relief prayed for; and that unless the 
petitioner can establish his claim, before the District Court, 
there is no relief for him. 

All of which, is respectfully submitted. 

[Signed] E. M. PEASE, 


Chairman. 


Report read and received, and together with the petition and 
bill, laid upon the table, to come up in their regular order. 

Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee on. Public Lands, to 
whom was referred a bill, to be entitled An act, for the relief 
of assignees of Land Certificates; and, also, a bill, to be entitl- 
ed An act, to provide for issuing Patents, on all good and gen- 
uine head-right Land Certificates—reported in relation thereto; 
which report was read and received, and, together with the 
et laid upon the table, fo come up among the orders of the 

ay. ; ` 

{This report was not transcribed into the Journal of the 
seventh of April: and, the original being misplaced, a copy 
cannot be furnished] | 

Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee on Public J ands, al- 
so reported as follows: ` - 


fh 
To the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of George F. Lawton—praying for a grant of one, 
third of aleague of land as å colonist, previous to the Revolu- 
tion—and also, a bill, to be entitled An act for the relief of 
George F. Lawton; have considered the same, and do not find 
anything, alledged in the-petition, that would justify the Leg 
islature in granting the relief prayed for. They, therefore, 
ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the -id 


Ed a 


Q 
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petition and bill;andreconimend that the petitioner have leave 
to withdraw the same. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
[Signed] E. M. PEASE, 


Chairman, 


Report read and received, and, Ges with the petition 
and bill, laid upon the table, to come up among the orders of . 
the day. 

Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred a bill, to be entitled An act, to provide for 
the issuing of Patents, to second, third and fourth, Class claim- 
ants, reported in relation thereto; which report; together with 
the bill was laid upon the table, to come ap with the orders of 
the day. 


[This report was not transcribed into the J ournal of the 
seventh of April, andthe original being misplaced, a copy can- 
not be furnished for publication. ] 


Mr. Stewart introduced a bill to be-entitled An act, creating 
the office, and defining the duties of Publie Weighers. 
Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Stewart then moved,.that the rule of the House, requir- 
ing bills to be read on three several days, be suspended. 
Motion carried. 


_ The bill was then read’a second times. saa 

On further motion of Mr. Stewart, referred to the:committee 
to whom was referred a bill, _to. be entitled An act regulating 
weights and measures. 

By request, Mr. Pease was: excused from; serving longer om 
the committee on Publie Lands. 

On motion, the- House them proceeded to the. 


ORDERS OF THE, DAY. 

A bill to be entitled Än. act, to Beetle the eonfficting rights 
hetween the counties of Vigtori ‘ia, De Witt, La Vaea, $ ek OD; 
Refugio and Calhotn——was. taken up and 

Read a third time.= 

Mr. Rose moved, to, strike out the word “Refugio.” 

Motion carried. 

The sense of the House was then taken, on the final passa, ge 
ef the bill, and 

The bil was passed. 


Reada thifd time and passed. 


- f 
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Mr. Bourland, Chairmen of the Joint Select Committee to 
whom was referred a bill, to be entitled An act defining the 
duties of Comptroller of Public Accounts, of the State of 
Texas; reported thereon; which report was read and received, 


and 
On motion of Mr. Bourland, adopted. 


[No transcript was made of őf this report, and the original 
being misplaced, a copy cannot be furnished for publication.} 


A bill to be entitled An act to provide for. arranging, revis- 
ing and digesting the laws of the State; was. taken up and, | ‘ 


Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to. be entitled An act to protect religious meetings; 
was taken up and 

_ Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled An act to legalize the acts of Chief: and: 
Associate Justices, while sitting as Boards of Land, Commis- 
sioners; was taken up 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled An act prescribing. farther duties to 
County Courts; was taken up and 

Read a third time. 

Mr,.Rose moved, that the.bill be referred to the committe 
on Internal Improvements. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. White moved, that the. bill be Iaid upon, the table. 

- Motion lost. 

Question. Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
House, be finally passed? - 

The House decide d in the. affirmative. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to exempt two hundred: and fifty 
dollars worth of household and other personal property from. 
taxation; was taken up 

Read a third.time and passed, 


A bill to be entitled An act to ereate the county of ‘Huhty 


was taken up 
Real a third time and passed. 


A Joint Resolution to provide for the destruction of the Ex. 


chequer Bills and Promissory Notes of the Government, was. 


taken up 
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Mr. Clark moved, that the vote of the House, just taken on 
the final passage of the Joint Resolution, be reconsidered. 

Motion carried. 

On motion, the Joint Resolution was then laid upon thë ta- 
ble. l 

A. bill to be entitled An act to create mhg county of Denton; 
was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motión, the bill was passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled An act to authorize the payment of 
Government dues in gold and silver; was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion. of Mr: Howard, the bill was laid upon the table. 

A bill to be entitled An act authorizing the institutidn of 
suits, against the Government; was taken up and 

Read a first time. 


A bill to be entitled An act to provide for the D aa 
of Patrols and to define their duties; was taken up and 
Read a first time. 


Mr, Eddy, one.of the committee on Engrossed Bills, by 
leave, made the following report: 


To the Honorable Wm. E.. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled An act, to establish the county of Cass; and find 
the same correctly Engrossed. 

(Signed) L. W. EDDY, 
One of the Committee. 

Report read and accepted. 

The petition of Col. H. Grooms, having been made the spe- 
cial order, for ten o’clock to-day, was taken up and 

Read. 


On motion of Mr. Brown, the petition was referred to the 
committee on Claims and Accounts. 


A bill to be entitled An act, to amend the registration laws 
of the Republic; was taken up—together with the amend- 
ments thereto, offered by the committee on the J uae 

Amendment read and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. McNeill, the bill was then sidered to be 
engrossed. 
Mr. Howard moved, that the vote of the House, just taken 


on the Epgrossment of the bill, be reconsidered. 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the bill was laid upon the table, 
until to-morrow ten o'clock, a. m. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to incorporate the Angelizia 
Navigation Company; was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

Mr, Williams offered the following, as an amendment to the 
bill: 


“That every person’s boat may run the river and take all ` 


the freight they can get and charge whatever they please.” 

Amendment rejected. 

The question recurred then on the engrossment of the bill: 

The yeas and nays were called, and stood follows: 

Yeas. Messrs, Adams, Barry, Branch, Brown, Cazenau, 
Dickson, Durham, . Echols, Edwards of N acogdoches, Gray, 
Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Keenan, McClarty, McCown, 
i McFarland, ‘McNeill, Miller, Muckleroy, Mullens, Pattillo, 
Perry, Rayner, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Swift, 
Sublett, Truitt and Willie—33, 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, 
Dupree, Erath, Holland, Irion, Mabry, Miljean, Noble, Pease, 
Perkins, Railey, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Stevenson, 
White and Williams—22. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to incorporate the Society of 
Free Masons—composed of Lodges and. Chapter; was taken 
up and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. MeCown moved, to amend the bill by filling the blank 
with the words “twenty-five thousand dolla 

Amendment adopted. 

On motion, the bill was then ordered to o be Mthrossed. + 

A bill to be entitled An‘act, to provide for the, los$ of Land 
Certificates; was taken up, together with the Teport of the 
committee on Public Lands, thereupon. 

Report read and adopted. > 

On motion the bill was then ordered to be E . ,* 

A bill to be entitled An act, to create the county of dewign: 
was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

is motion of Mr. Irion, the bill was ordered to be engross- 
e 
A bill to be entitled An act, for the relief of the heirs of 


* 


E 


Samuel S. Sheffield; was taken ip- ogethar withthe report 
thereon, made by the committee on, Public’ Lands, recommen: 
` ding that the Dill be laid tipo the table: | 

_ Report read and adopted. | 

” A bill to be entitled An act,, fegulating’ ‘appeals to the.Su. 
preme Court; was taken up together with the’ amendments 
‘thereto, offered by committee on the Ji udiciary, 

Amendments read and adopted. * i 

Mr. Miller moved,.that the Sixth amendment be sediel 

Motion lost;. > 

Mr. Gray offered the following ` as an “amendment to the 
bill: 

Add, at thie end of the ‘fitst section, ihe following: “Except 
also, in cases where the punishment í is less than capital; or less 
than imprisonment for six months;‘or .less than, a fine of five 
hundred dollars. But, in all cases, coming under these excep- 
tions, if the Judge is ‘of opinion that there are questionis of 
law, novel or difficult; then he may allow an. appeal, as herein- 
after prescribed.” 

Mr. Russell moved, that the bill end amendment pe laid up- 
on the table. e gt ; 

Motion lost. .. le fe 

Mr. Pease offered the following, as an amendment fo Mr. 
Gray’s amendment: 

Strike out the first seven lines of the amendment, and in- 
sert in lieu thereof, the words “except, also, in cases where the 
punishment imposed, is imprisonment ` for less than’ three 
months; or a fine of less than one hundred dollars.” 

Amendment adopted. 

The question then recurred, on the, adoption | of Mr. Gray's 
amendment, ag amended.” — 

The yeas" hays w ere called, on, the question pending, 
and steod af follows: ` 

Yeas. Messrs. Barry,. Cazénan, Cronican,’ Edwards of 
Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Gray, MeNeill, Mil- 
ler, Mullens, Pease, Perry, Sadler, Stevenson, . Stewart, “Truitt 
en White—16, < 

mys. Messrs, Speaker, Adams, Branch, Bourland, brei, 
Cháriton, Clark, Cooke, Dickson, ‘Dupree, Durham, ‘Eddy, 
yooch, Howard, ‘Trion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, Me- 
Cown, “McFarland, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Pattillo, Per- 
kins, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Savage, Smith of 
Harris, Smith of. Rusk, Swift, Sublett and. Williams—37. 
So the amendment was rejected: 
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Mr.- White offered the following, as an additional section to 


‘the bills * : 
Be it fur ther enacted, That, in all cases, above mentioned, 
` the state’shallbe-entitfed to appeql, under fhe same Tegula- 
tions a8 provided tor, in this act, to the party accused, 
Amendmetit rejécted, 
On motion, the bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 
Mr, Branch moved, that the Honse-adjourn, until to-morrow 
morning, nine o ‘elock.. 
Motion lost. 
_ On motion of Mr. Chariton, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, Pi M. . soa .. 4 


' THREE O'CLOCK, P. M, 

The House met, pursuant to adjournment. ` 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names:- 

Messrs. Speaker, ‘Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Chartton, 
Clark, Gickson, Dupree, Durham; “Echols, Edwards of Nacog- 
doches, rath, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, ilndson, Irion, 
Mabry, McClarty, McCown, M cFarland, McNeill, Miller, Mili- 
can, Muckleroy, Multens, Noble, Pattitio, “Pease, Perkins, Per ry, 

- Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Smith 
— of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Truitt, White and Willie. 


A quorum being’ present. the House proceeded te business. 
A bill to he entitled An act, for the protection of the Chris- 
tian Sabbath; was talen up and - 
Read a ‘second: time. 
' Mr. Echols moved, that the bill be engrossed = > ~ 
Mr. Willie moved, that the bill be laid upon the table; | 
Motion lost., 
Mr. Barry) moved, to amend the bill bys striking out the-words 
“or for pastime or amusement, without any beter wager. ” 
Amendment adopted, ` 
Mr Rayner moved, that the bilf be laid upon the-table, until 
the first of August. ’; 
s The yeas and’ nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. Ray- 
‘ners motion; and Stood as follows: 0 ~~ be 
__ Yeas. Messrs. Adams, Cronican, Dupree, Durham, Erath, 
‘Jones, McCulloch, Patito, ‘Pease, Hailey, Rayner, Rove, “White 
„and Willie=14. 7 i O Bahh Ma Ve Pan AR Et, ETRE 
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Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Branch, Bourland, Brown 
Cazenau, Charlton, Clark, Dickson, Echols, Eddy, Gray, Gilliam, 
Gooch, Howard, Hudson, Keenan, Mabry, McCown, McFar. 
land, McNeill, Miller, Milfean, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Per- 
kins, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Smith of Harris 
Smith of Rusk, Swift and Truitt—37. 

So the motion was lost. l 

Mr. Rose, moved, that the bil] be re-committed to the com- 


mittee on the Judiciary. 

Motion’ Jost. 

Mr. Branch moved, that the eighth section of the bill be 
stricken out, 

Mr. Bourland moved, the previous question. 

On motion of Mr. Rose, a call of the House was made. 

_ Mr. Echols moved that the House adjourn until nine o'clock, 
to-morrow morning. 
° _ Motion lost. 

On motion of Mr. Clerk, a further call of the House was 
suspended. 

Mr. Clark then moved, that the bill be laid upon the table, 
until Saturday, ten o’clock, A. M: , 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the vote of the House just taken, 
on > motion-to lay the bill on the table, was reconsidered; 
an h 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the bill was referred ta the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. l 

A bill to be entitled An act, requiring the Governor to re- 
main at the Seat of Government; was taken up—together 
with the report thereon, made by the committee on State Al 
fairs. : E 

Report read and adopted. i i 

The bill was then read and laid pon the table. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to anthorize the Governor to 
employ a Private Secretary; was taken up—-together with the 
report thereon, made by the committee on State Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Howard, the report was laid upon the 
table, 

Mr. Pease offered the following, as an amendment to the 
bill: i 

Afer the word “Secretary,” insert the words “during the see 
sion of the Legislature; and he shall receive for his services, 
the same per diem pay, as the Clerks of the House of Repre- 
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sentatives. And that this act, shall take effect from and after 
its passage.” a ong 

Amendment read and adopted. | l ; 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill was then ordered.to be 
engrossed. , i 

A bill to be entitled An act, to authorize the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, to issue patents in certain cases 
was taken up and 

' Read a second time. l 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, the bill was laid upon the table. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to prohibit free Negroes from 
settling in this State, South of thirty-sixdegrees thirty minutes— 
was taken up, together. with the report thereon, made by the 
committee on State Affairs. 

Report read and adopted. 
ae Gilliam offered the following, as an amendment to the 

ill: 
' “ Except in such cases as may be hereafter, provided for by 
aw.” l 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Pease moyed to amend the bill as follows: 

“Except such as were living in Texas at the date of the 
Declaration of Independence; and, as such, have been permit- 
ted by special statute, to remain in Texas. ” 

Amendment read and adopted. . 

Mr. Rose offered the following, as an amendment to the bill: 

“Such free negro shall be bound out, as an apprentice, for 

aterm not exceeding fourteen years, at the discretion of the .. 
Court. And it shall be the duty of the Chief Justice of the 
county, in which any free person of color, -shall -be convicted 
and sentenced, under the provisions of this section, immediate- ` 
ly after the adjournment of the Court which has tried the of 
fence, to give twenty days’ notice, by publication in the near- 
est newspapér, that he will, on a day specified, proceed to bind 
out, to the highest bidder, such.free person of color; for the 
term indicated by the sentence of the Court—taking bond and, 
security for the good behavior of said apprentice; for his sup- 
port and humane treatment; and for the prompt and faithful 

_ payment of a proportional amount of the sum for. which said 
dpprenti¢e’Has been bound, on-a certain day, annually. ” 

Amendment read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill and amendments were 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. ` 

A bill to be entitled An act, to restore lands sold for taxes, 
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to their former owners; WAS. taken up, tovether: with the report 
thereon, made by the committee on Finance. | l 

- Report read and adopted. i 

On motion of Mr: Willie, the caption of the bilr was amend- 
ed as follows: 

An act to restore to the former owners, the, Jands sold for 
taxes and bid in by the Government. * 

Mr. Clark moved, that the bill be laid upon the ` table, until , 
Friday ten o’clock, a.m ; 

Motion lost. 

The yeas and nays were then called, on the engrossment of 
the bill, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Bari ty, Branch, Bourland, Brown, Cazenau, 
Charlton, Clark, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards 
of Nacogdoches, Eddy, Erath, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, ‘Howard, 
Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McNeill, Milican, Muck- 
leroy, Mullens, Pattil lo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, 
Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Smith of Rusk, Sublett and Willie—87. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Cronican, "Edwards of San Augus- 
tine, Gray, Hudson, McCown,- McFarland, Miller, Noble, 
Redgate, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Truitt, “White.and 
Williams—17. 

So the bill was ordered to be G i ' 

A message was received‘ from. the Senate, informing the 
IHouse of the passage of the following bills, by that body. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to designate and officially name 
the persons, who.shall be conservators of the peace. 

A. bill to be entitled An act, requiring. Notaries Public, to 
procure seals of office. ~ 

A bill to be entitled An act, to define the duties of Secretar y 
of State. 

A bill to be entitled An act, for the relief of purchasers of 
Town, City or other lots, from the Republic of Texas. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to regulate motions for the cost, 
in civil actions; and > 

A bill to be entitled "An act, to provide for serving Writs or 
other process, upon Sheriffs. . i 

A bill to be entitled An.act, to provide for the trial and pun-. 
ishment of crimes and misdemeanors, committed by slayesand 
{ree persons of color; ‘was taken up, together With the substi- 
tute therefor, offered by the committee on the. J adiviar ye 

Substitute read and adopted. > ` > p: 

On motion, the bill was'then ordered to be engrossed. aie 

A bill to be entitled An act, to -provide for the registration 
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of the separate-property of married women; was taken up, 
together with the report of the “committee: en the Judiciary, 
thereupon—offering a substitute for. the original bill, < s 
Substituté read and adopfed: © < ‘ ~ 
Mr. Gilliam moved, to amend the bill: as follows— ~ 
“Be it further enacted, That all registrations of the wifes 
separate property, which have:heen ‘made Herétofore, shall be 
deemed good and valid, under this act: - Provided, said registra~ 
tions were made in accordance. with the. ‘laws then i an force 
Amendment read and adopted.. “ Hos : 
On motion of Mr. Dupree, the bill was then ord ered to Be 
engrossed. . -> 
A bill to be, entitled An dct, to e the town of Bon- 
ham, in ‘Fannin county; was taken up, together with the amend- 
ments thereto, offered by-the committee on the J nacian. 
Amendments read and adopted: and. ` 
On motion of Mr. McFarland, the bill'was ordered to been- 
grossed. 
On motion of Mr. Russell. the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row nine o’clock, a.m. _. a 
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The House met, pursuant to sdicueninen’ 

The roll was called, and the following members. answered to 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown,- Chariton, Clark, 
Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, 
Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, 1 McCown, } McCulloch, McFarland, 
‘McNeill, Miller, Milican, “Muckleroy,’ ] Mullens, Pattillo, Pease, 
Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, 
Sadler, ‘Stevenson, Stewart,” Smith - of Rusk, Swift, § pou 
Truitt, White and Willie. eo ae oe 
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A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business, 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

r. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the J udiciary 

made the following report: l ' 


. To the Honorable W. E. Crump, i R 
` Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


-The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill, to be 
entitled An act, to provide for the payment of a part of the 
debt of Liberty county, by the counties of Polk and Tyler; and 
instruct me to report the enclosed substitute therefor—the 


adoption and passage of which they recommend. l 
[Signed] . P. W. GRAY, 
Chairman. 
Report read and received, and, together with the bill and 
substitute, laid upon the table, to come up with the orders of the 


day. , 
Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also - 


made ‘the following report: 

{This report was made in relation to a bill, to be entitled 
An act, to provide for raising a Jury Fund. _ The original 
being misplaced, and not transcribed into the- Journal ot the 
eighth of April, a copy cannot be furnished for publication.] 

Report read and received, and laid upon the table, to come 
up with the orders of the day. i 

Mr. Burroughs, in behalf of a minority of the committee on 
the Judiciary, made a report, in relation to the bill, to provide 
for raising a Jury Fund—cotnter to that made by the chair- 
man, in behalf of the majority of said committee; which was 
read and 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, laid’ upon the table, to come up 
with the report of the majority of the committee. 

{This report, also, was not transcribed into the Journal; and, 
the original cannot be found—consequently a copy cannot be 
furnished for publication. ] p 

Mr. Stewart, chairman of the committee on Finance, made 


the following report: 
Committee Room, 

. March 7th 1846. 

To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 

' Spedker of the House of Representatives: l 
Your committee of Finance, to whom was referred a bill, to 
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be entitled An act, organizing County Courts, have had the 
same, (or 80 much thereof as was referred to them,) under 
consideration. a 

A majority of the committee have instructed me to report 
the following, as a substitute for the eighth section of the bill, 
and to recommend its adoption by the House: 

Be it further enacted, That the County Courts shall levy and 
cause to be collected, by the same persons and in the same 
manner, as is provided for the collection of the State revenue, 
and paid into the Treasury of their respective counties, a tax 
equal to one third of the amount assessed for the State. 

A minority of the committee, including Mr. H. W. Sublett 
and the undersigned, dissent from this report, and recommend 
that the county tax be laid at one fourth of that of the State 
—esteeming that rate as high, taking into consideration the 
increased taxation necessary to the support of the State Gov- 
ernment, as it is expedient to levy at.this time. 


The committee further recommend, that the ninth section 
of the bill be stricken out—-the purposes of which, are con- 
tained in the substitute reeommended—and that the enumera- 
5 the succeeding sections, be so changed as to čorres- 
pond, 

All of whichis respectfully submitted, 
'  fSigned] ` R C. B. STEWART, 
Chairman. 

Report read and received, and, together with the bill and 
amendments, laid upon the table, to come up with the orders 
of the day. i 

Mr. Rose, one of the committee on Finance, made the follow- 
ing report: i ; 


` To the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 


_The committee on Finance, to whom was referred sundry - 
bills, relating to the duties of County Treasurer—having con- 
sidered the same instruct me to report the enclosed substitute, 
which they believe, contains all that is important or necessary, 
on this subject—and respectfully recommend its passage. ` 

(Signed) b JNO. W. ROSE, 
One of the Gommittee. 
‘Report read and received, and, together with the bill and - 
oe laid upon the table, to come up with the orders of 
the day. 


» 
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Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, made the following report: . 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, . 
= Speaker of the House of Represeniatives : 


The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill, to be entitled An act, to incorporate the La Vaca 
and Rio Grande Rail Road Company, have examined and con- 
sidered the same; and instruct me to report -said bill back to 
the House, with the ROCOMMORAaLIO, that it be laid upon the 
table. 

[Signed] © E. CLARK, 
Chairman. 

Report read and received, and together with the bill, laid up- 
on the table, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Stewart, chairman of the committee on Finance, ee 
the following report: 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. ; : 


The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill, to 
be entitled An act, to authorize the Governor, to pay expenses, 
(of persons) employed to circulate the law, providing for the 
election of Representatives to the Congress of the United 
States, have had the same under consideration; and have in- 
structed me to report the same to the House, without amend- 
ment, and to recommend its passage: 

[Signed] ; CHARLES B. STEWART, 
Chairman. 

Which report was read and adopted. 

Mr. Mabry, chairman of a Select Committee, made thé fol- 
lowing report: 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 


Speaker of the House -of Représentatives : í 


The Select Committee to whom was referred, a bill, to be 
entitle®An act, to establish the Judicial Districts’ of the Dis- 
trict Court, hare considered the same; and have directed me to. 
report the bill back to the Houge, with the following amend- 
ments, to wit: 

FIRST. In the fifth section of the-bill, strike ont the word 
“and,” before the word “IJarrison;” ‘and, after the word “Har, 
rison,” insert the words “and Cass.” 
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SECOND. ‘In the eighth section” of the bi, strike out the word 
“Cass. 

With ‘which amendments, the ‘committee recommend the 
passage of the bill—Mr. Sublett dissenting to this report: 

All of which, is respectfully submitted: 

April 7th 1846. . 

[Signed] - eoa - E. MABRY, 
eo Chairman.. 

Report read and adopted, and the bill laid upon the table to 
come up with the orders of the day.. 

Mr. Holland introduced the following Resolution: - 

Resolved, That the Legislature, on the day of 
April, will proceed tothe election of District Attorney s—in the 
order in which the same may be numbered. 

Resolution read and laid upon the table, one day, for consid- 
eration. 

Mr. Irion introduced a bill, to be entitled An act, for the re- 
lief of Thomas Johnson and James Webb—with accompany- 
ing Document. 

Bill read a first time.’ 

Mr. Stewart introduced a bill, to be entitled Ana act, impos- . 
ing penalties upon all persons, selling by false weights or 
meastires, for deceiving ihe purchaser in the article sold; and 
for “platting” cotton or other artieles. 

Bill read a first time. `> 

Mr. Dickson introduced a bill, to be entitled An act, requir- 
ing the county of Grimes to pay a portion of the debt of Mont. 
gomery county. ` 

Rill read a first time. 

Mr. Charlton introduced a bill, to be. entitled An act, requir- 
ing the Courts of Tyler county to be holden at Town Bluff, in 
said county,until the county site be permanently located. 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill, to be entitled An act, concern- 
ing fraudulent Land Certificates. 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Cooke also introduced a bill to‘ be entitled An - act, to 
repeal a part of the first section, and the avhole- of the fourth 
and fifth sections of an act, supplementary to an act, to detect 
fraudulent Land Certificates, and to provide for the issuing-of . 
Patents to legal claimants—approved, February. fourth eigh- 
teen hundred and forty-one.. . 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the committee on n Claims and Ac- 
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unts were instructed, to act with the like committee of 
vhe Senate, on the claim of Gen. G. W. Terrell. 
On motion of Mr. Dickson the House then proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. * 


å bill to be entitled An act, to provide for serving Writs or 
other process, upon Sheriffs was taken up and 

Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to define the duties of Secretary 
of State; was taken up and 

Read a first time. | 

A bill to be entitled An act, to ET and officially name, 
what officers shall be conservators of peace; was taken up 
and 

Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to require Notaries Public, to 
procure seals of office; was taken up and 

Read a first time. l 

A bill to be entitled An act, for the relief of purchasers of 
„city or other lots purchased from the Government; was taken 


up and. l 

‘Read a first time. l X 

A bill tobe entitled An act, to regulate motions for cost; 
was taken u p and i 


Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to authorize the institution of 
suits against the State; was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 


Judiciary. 
A bill to be entitled An act, to create the county of Den- 


ton; was taken up 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for the pyama 
of Patrols, and defining. their ‘duties; was taken up and , 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Mabry, the bill was referred to fe com- 
mittee on State Afairs. A 

Mr. Dickson moved, to suspend the. rule, and ta e np a bill, 
to be entitled An act, to organize the Judicial Digtricts of the. 
District Court. 

Motion lost. 
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A bill to be entitled An act, creating the puny of Cass; 
“was taken up and 

Réad a third time. 
. Mr. Russell offered the following, as an amendment to the 
bill: 

strike out the word “Captain Rose,” and insert in lieu there- 
of “William P.”—Also strike out the word “Billy,” before 
“Mahone,” and insert in its stead, the word “William.” 

Amendment adopted, 


The sense of the Hoúse y was then taken, on the final passage - 


of the bill, and 

The bill was passed, 

A bill to be entitled An act, to amend the registration laws; 
was taken yp—together with the amendments 1 thereto, propos- 
- ed by the committee on the Judiciary, 

Amendments read and adopted; and 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, requiring the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, to issue Patents upon unconditional 
head right Certificates for land; was taken up—with the-re- 
port thereon, made by the committee on Public Lands, 

‘Report read and adopted. * 

T = Willie offered the following, as an amendment to the 
i 

Patents shall be, in like manner issued to all owners of 
head-right certificates, of the $r Class—issued by the Boards 
of Land Cammissioners, since the fourth of February, eigh- 

_ teen hundred and forty one. 

Mr. Rose maved that the bill and amendment be referred to 
the committee on the-Judiciary, 

Motion carried. 

A message was received from his Excellency, the Governor, 
informing the Honse, that he had approved and signed the fol- 
lowing acts: 

An act creating the county of Grimes. 

An, act to establish the county of Walker. os 

An act to create the county of La Vaca. + 

An act to create the county of Wharton. S 

An act to locate the county seat of Wharton county. 

An act to authorize the Governor to fill certain vacancies, 
that may hereafter occur; and 


An act to incorporate the Grand Lodge of the Independent 


Order of Odd Fellows. 
- Mr. Dickson introduced the following Resolution: 
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Resolved, That the committee. on Finance be; and they are 
hereby requested, to report back to the House, with -such sug- 
gestions as they may think proper to make,a bill to be entitled 
An act, to define the duties of Assessors of Direct Taxes and 
other revenue of the State; and, also, a bill to be entitled An 

. act,to define the’duties of Collectors of Direct Taxes and oth- 
er revenue of the State, and that said repdrt be made on to- 
morrow. 

Resolution read and 

-On motion of Mr. Gillett, laid upon the table. | 

A bill to be entitled An act, for the relief.of John Karner; 
was taken up and 

Read a second time. . 

On motion of Mr. Irion, the bill was ges to be "engrossed, 

A billto be entitled An act, to provide for-issuing Land Cer- 
tificates; was taken up | together with the substitute therefor, 
offered by the committee on Public Lands. 

Substitute read and adopted. i 

On motion of Mr. Willie, the bill was referred to. the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled An act, for the relief of G. F. Lawton; 
was taken up together with "the report of the committee on 
rai Lands—recommending that the’ bill “be laid upon the 
table 

Report read and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to legalize the various seals of 
the General Land Office; was taken up, together with the 
substitute therefor, offered by the committee on Public Lands. 

Substitute read and adopted, 

On motion, the bill was then ordered i be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to establish and incorporate the 

towo of Corpus Christi; was ‘taken up and 

Read a second time; and 

On motion of Mr. Branch, ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled.An act, to prevent the “removal or run- 
ning of property, held by mortgage, to the injury of the. mort- 
gagee or bis creditors; was taken n and e- 

Read a second time.” , 

On motion of Mr, Clark, the ‘bill was referred to the. commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

A message was received from the Senate, Woe the 
House of the passage of the following bil, by that body: 

A bill to be entitled An act, to or ‘ganize the District. Courts. 

Mr. Cooke presented the:petition of the citizeng-of a 
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field, Limestone eounty—praj ring for relief—-with acóompäny- 
ing Documents. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill to be entitled An act, for the re- 
lief of the citizens of Springfield; Limestone county. 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Cooke moved, that the rule of the House, requiring b bills 
to be read on three several days, be suspended. 

. Motion carried. 

The bill was then read a-second time and. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, referred, with the petition and Ac- 
companying Documents, to a Select Committ >e. i 

The Speaker appointed Messrs: Cooke, Mi deroy, Gooch, 
Truitt and Hudson, to compose said commit 3.. 

A-bill to be entitled An act, to declare what officers. shall 
give certificates of eléetion,in Senatorial elections, or Districts, 
composed of more than one county; was taken up and 

Read a second time.’ 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. - 

A bill to be entitled An act, to establish ‘the office of Public 
Administrator; was taken up ' and 

Read a second time. 7 a 

‘On motion of Mr. Rose, the bill was referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

A Joint Resolution, . concerning mai contractors; was taken 
up mt 

Read a second time., 

Mr. Willie moved, that the Joint Resolution be referred to 
the committee on State Affairs. 

Motion lost. . 

On motion of Mr. Sadler, the J oint Resolution was ordered 
to be engrossed. 

A bill to, be entitled An act, for the relief of the widow. and 
children of Kenneth. L. Anderson, deceased; was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

Où motion of Mr. Edwards of San Augustine, the bill was 
referred to the Select. Committee that was appointed to inves- 
tigate the claims of Travis G. Brooks: .. » l 

“A bill. to be entitled An aet, for the relief of William A. 

urnes; was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke; the pill was. referred to the ecm- 
mittée or Públic Lands. 
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tween .the counties of Rebertson and Limestone; Limestone 
and Lebn; Limestone and Navarro; was taken up and 
Read a second time. ; l 
On motion of Mr. Adams, the bill was ordered to be engross- 


ed. . ; 
A bill to be entitled An act, to prevent the sacrifice of real 
Estate; was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. r NIE 

A bill to be entitled An act, to prevent the bringing into this 
State, slaves who have been guilty of certain crimes; was 
takėn up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, the bill was referrėd to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to wind up and close the Treas- 
ury of the late Republic of Texas; was taken up and 

Read a second time., 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on Finance. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to authorize the Treasurer to 
settle with defaulting Sherifis; was taken up and 

Read a second time, n 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on Finance. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to incorporate the City of Aus- 
tin; was taken up and l 

Read a second time. i l 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. as 

The Resolution, (introduced on a previous day,) for the-dis- 
patch of business, as contemplated by the Constitution, and 
then to adjourn sine die; was taken up and l 

Read and adopted. l ` l 

A bill to be entitled An act, to organize the Judicial Districts, 
of the District Court; was taken up, together with the report 
` thereon, made by the Select Committee. T 

Mr. Bourland moved, that the report be adopted. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption. of the re- 
port, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Branch, Bourland, Brow», 
Cazenau, Cooke, Cronican, Dupree, Eddy, Erath, Gillett, Gooch, 
Howard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, Mabry, McClarty, McCulloch, 


McFarlarid, McNeill, Miller, Mullens, Pease, Perkins, Perry, 
Redgate, Rose, Ryburn; Sadler, Stevenson, Swift and Willie 
—35, i S 
Nays. Messrs. Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, Dickson, Echols, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Gray, Holland, Keenan, McCown, | 
Milican, Muckleroy, Noble, Ogden, Railey, Rayner, Russell, 
Savage, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Truitt, White and 
Williams—24. 

So the report was adopted. 

Mr. Clark moved, to amend the bill, by striking out, after 
the words “to wit,” and inserting the words, Sabine, San Au- 
gustiné, Shelby, Panola, Rusk, Upshur and Harrison.” 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Clark, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Clark, Gillett, Holland, McCown, Noble, 
Pease, Russell, Sadler, Stevenson, Swift and Truitt—11. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, 
Brown, Burroughs, Cazenau, Charlton, Cooke, Cronican, Dick- 
son, Dupree, Durham, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, 
Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, 
Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, 
Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Ogden, Perry, Railey, Ray- 
ner, Redgate, Rose, Ryburn, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, 
Sublett, White, Williams and Willie—49. 

So the amendment was rejected. > 
© Mr. Clark moved, to strike out the words,-“Cass county. 

Amendment rejected. . i 

Mr. Clark then moved to insert “Upshur.” : 

Amendment, rejected. fa ae 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the bill was then passed to its” 
third reading. 2 j A 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row, nine o'clock, A. M. i 


E 
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-~ Crry or Austin, THURSDAY, - 


April 9th 1846. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, | 
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ote. 


The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names: 2 pe, tees tee 
Messrs. Speaker, Adams,Barry,Brown,Charlton,Clark,Dickson, ` 
Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Erath,.Gooch, Holland, Trion, Jones, Keenan, 
Mabry,MeClarty,McCown,McFarland, Miller, Milican,Muckleroy, 
Mallens, Noble, Perry; Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, 
Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Truitt, White ard Williams. - 

A quorum being present, the Journal.of the’ preceding day 
was read-and adopted.’ ae a 

Mr. Dupree presented-the petition of Charles B. Snow. 

Petition read. | : l 

Mr. Irion moved, that the: petition. be referred to a Select 
Committee.: : i ` 

Motion lost.: Eo u 

On motion of Mr. Russell, thè petition: was reférred to ths 
committee on Claims. and: Aecounts.- f 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: . ; ; 
— Gomurrr=e- Room, 
| April 9th 1846: { 
To the Honorable Speaker~ 

of the House of Representatives : 

The,committee on the-Judiciary have considered a bill, to 
be entitled An act, to prohibit free negroes from settling in 
this State—South of latitude thirty-six degrees thirty minites; 
and instruct me to report, that they deem the enactment of 
some law,ofthis charaeter, to be-imperiously demanded by the . 
dictates of self-preservation. Itis only by such means that we 
can prev ent the Hnmigration of incendiaries, dangerous to the 
peaceful maintenence of our servile institutions. 

Some of the committee believe, that the provisions of this 
bill, as amended in committee, are not stringent enough—other: 
deem them too much so. A majority of the committee, how 
ever, recommend the -adoption-of thé following amendments 
and the passage of the billyas amended. 

The amendments proposed, are as follows: 

First. Add tothe first section of the bill, the words “excep: 
such as were residing in Texas, at the date of the Declaration 
of independence; and-children born since that time, of parents 
who,were both residents of the country at thattime. And, 
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also, such as have been, or may be, permitted by special: stat- - 
ute, to reside in Texas.” l 

Szconp. In the first line of the second sèction, before the 
word “thirty;” insert the werds*“a voluntary residence of.” © 

Tump. In the last line of the third section, strike otit the: 
words “into-bondage for life; and insert in liéu thereof, the 
words “by the Sheriff, at public auction, as bondmen for four- 
teen years.” 

Fourts.- In the-last lines of-the fourth section, .strike out 
the words, “go.one half to the county, and the other half-to 
the State,” and insert in their stead, the words “be paid by the- 
Sheriff, intethe county Treasury.” 

Fiera. Strike out all of the fifth section. l t 

[Signed] , P. W. GRAY; | 
Chairman. - 

Report read and received, and together with the bill, laid~ 
upon the table, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee-on the Judiciary, also 
made the following report: - 


Commrrrzz Room, ) ` 
April 9th 1848. 


To the Honorable Speaker - 
of the House of Representatives’: - 

' The committee on the Judiciary» haye considered +a-bill, to 
be entitled An act to- provide for the publication of the laws; 
and instruct me to- report the following. amendments thereto: 

Fst. In the first and second lines: of the-third: section, 
strikeout thé words:“twenty-five hundred,” and insert in lieu 
thereof, thé words. “two thousand.” " . 

Szconp. Inthe twenty-second line of the 5th-section, after 
the words “United States,” insert the words “Also, a copy of the 
Colonization Laws of Mexico, and of the State of Coahuila 
and Texas; arid the Land Laws, of a general nature, enacted 
by the Congress of the Republic of Texas.” À 
_ Tauro- Add the following, as the sixth section of the bilk: 

Sxcrion Sixra. Be it further enacted, That it shall. be the ` 
duty of the Secretary ot State, after the publication of the 
laws of each session of the Legislature, to forward one copy 
thereof to the Governor of each State of the Union; three: 
copies to the Librarian of Congress; one copy to the Secretary 
of State of the United States; and, also, one copy of the laws 
and such other surplus printed Documents, asmay be on hand, . 
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to each foreign Library, or Government, with whom a system 
of Literary Exchanges may be established. 

With these amendments, the committee recommend the pas- 
sage of the bill. ý l 

[Signed] P. W, GRAY, 
7 Chairman. 

Report read and received, and, together with the bill, laid 
upon the table, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
reported as follows; 


[This report was made in relation to a bill, to be entitled 
An act for the protectién of the Christian Sabbath; the origin- 
al of whieh has been misplaced, and no transcript having been 
made inte the Journal of the ninth of April, a copy cannot be 
furnished for publication, ] 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report: . 


Commirrer Room, 
April 9th 1846, 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

_ The committee on State Affairs, have examined a bill to be 
entitled An act, to authorize Inglis Oliver to reside permanent- 
ly, in the State; and have made the following amendments 

thereto: : 

inthe third line of the first section, between the words 
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“permanently” and “in,” insert the words “Red River County.” 
in the second section, strike out all after the word “be,” in the 
third line, dnd insert in jien thereof, the words “entitled to the 


benefit.” _ 

Fill the blank, in the same section, with the word “five;” and 
ingert after the word “dollars,” in the eighth line of the same 
section, the words “payable to the Judge of the County Court 
of Red River County, and his successors in office.” i 

With these amendments, they return said bill to the House, 
and recommend its passage. 

[Signed] l E. CLARK, 
Chairman 

Report read and received, and, together with the bill, laid 

upon the table, to come up with the orders of the day. | 
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Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, also 
made the following report: l : i 


Commirree Room, 
April 9th 1846. 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The commitee have considered a bill, to be entitled An act, 
to authorize the opetiing and cotistruction of a Turnpike road 
from the City of Houston, to the town of Brenham; and have 
amended it as follows: | 

Add to the fourth section, the Words “which compensation 
shall be fixed by the County Court, of the county where the 
land may lies or where the said timber and other materials 
are used.” 

Add the following te come in as the sixth section of the bill: 

Secrton Sixt. Be it further enacted, That the said Compa- 
ny may erect as many Turnpike gates as they may think prop- 
er; but shall only charge the same person or persons, at one of 
said gates: Provided, They shall lieve the right of charging 
the above rates, as well for a part of the distance of said road, 
as for the whole distance. 

: a the following, to come in 48 the seventh section of the. 
bill: : a 

Secrion Seventu. Be it further enacted, Thatif any persor 
or persons; shall travel upon said road—or drive any wagon, 
or loose horse or horses or cattle,upon saidroad without,paying the 
toll above alluded to or or shall injure, in any manner, the said 
Turnpike road, they shall be liable to said Company, im an ae- 
tion of damages, before any court of competent juritsdiétien- 

eet also, the following to come in aş the eighth section of 
the bill: 

Secrioy Ereuts. Be it further enacted, That the said com* 
pany shall keep persons in attendance, ai sucly gates as they 
may establish on said road; in order tat persons travelling” 
thereon, may suffer no detention or hindrance. And should any 
person or persons, using’ said. road, suffer any detention or in- 
convenience, in consequence of the negligence, or improper 
conduct, of said company or their agents; said company. shal? 
be liable, to such person or persons,in an action of Damages, 
before any court of eompetent jurisdiction. 

Change sections six, seven, and eight, of the bill, to sections 
nine, ten and eleyen. ` : an 
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With these amendments, the committee return said biij, and 
ask for it, the favorable consideration of the House. 
[Signed] E. CLARK, 
7 Chairman. 

Report read and received, and together with the bill, laid up- 
on the table, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Brown, chairman of the committee on Privileges and 
Elections, made the following report: 

To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Privileges and’ Elections, to whom was 
referred a bill, to be entitled An.act regulating elections; have 
considered the same, and instruct me to report the enclosed 
substitute forthe bill, and to recommend its adoptian, in lieu of 
the original. . 

All of which, is respectfully submitted. 

(Signed) . JNO. BROWN, 
; Chairman. 

Report read and received, and the substitute adopted. 

Mr. Dickson, chairman of a Select Committee, made the 
following report. 

l Commurrze Room, 
-April 8th 1846. 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

Tke uudersigned committee, to whom .was referred a Joint 
Resolution, instructing our Senators and requesting.our Repre- 
sentatives, in the Congress of the United States, to procure the 
establishment of certain mail routes; have had the same under 
consideration, and have instructed me fo make the following 
report: l 

Tn rouie No. one. Strike “Lowes Ferry” out of the first line 
and insert in lieu thereof, “Fort Jessup.” After “Franklin,” 
insert “Tinnin’s Hill;” and, in the last, line, strike out “Sabine 
Town,” and insert in its stead, “Gaines, Ferry.” 

ip route iNo, three. After “Washington,” -insert ‘“Jackson- 
ville.” _ 

in route No. six. Strike “Columbia,” ont of the first line, 
and insert “Columbus.” ~ 

Route No. seven. Strike. ont áll of the original, and insert 
the following, as a substitute therefor: oo” _ 

“From Dougláss to -Olarksville, via Golden Drain, Hender- 
son, Cherokee Crossing; county Seat of Upshur county, Titus 
Conrt-House, Morton’s and Humphrey’s to Clarksville.” — 


sgi 

Route No. eight. Strike out the: nena and insert the fol- 
lowing, as a substitute therefor: , 

“From San Augustine. to Shreveport via Shelbyville, Logans 
port and Summer Grove,” 

In route Ño. eleven; Strike out La Vaca, : and insert “In- 
dian Point,” in its stead, . 

Route No. thirteen.- Strike out the original, an insert in 

'Jieu thereof, the following: 

“From La Grange to Galveston, via Frets P: Ò. oD p Cumming’ s 
Creek, Columbus; Egypt, Peach Creek, Wharton C, H, Pres- 
ton, Caney Creek, Matagorda and Velasco, a 

Route No. ‘fourteen. Strike out the original and Jaen the 
following, as a substitute therefor:. 

“From Galveston to Matagorda, via Virginia Point; Alexan- 
der Farmus’, on Dickinson’s Bayou, Liverpool, Brown’ sP. Q., 
Hinds’ P. O., Columbia, Brazoria and, -Elbert Thompson’ S oR 
Caney Creek.” 

In route No. seventeen. Insert after “Mediis” ; in the first 
line “Gilmer in Upshur Gounty.” 

Route No twenty-one. Strike.ont thé-otiginal,’ ‘and esas the 
following, in lieu thereof: 

“From Lyons (La.) to T via “Wont Hia Pattil- 
lo’s, Beaumont, Liberty, West- Liberty and Penn’s, to. H ouston.” 

Inroute No. twenty-five “After ‘Washington,’ insert “Price’s 
and after “Franklin,” insert “Alta Springs.” 

Route No. twenty-seven. -Strike out the ofiginal, and insert 
the following, as a substitute therefor: 

“From Sabine Town to Fanthorp’s, via J asper, Bevilport, 
Mott’s Ferry, Ratcliff’s, Nélson’s, Green’ S, Criswell’s, Swart- 
wout and Huntsville, to Fanthorp’s” s” 

Route No. twenty-eight. Insert the following, as a substitute 
for the original: 

‘From Austin to ‘Texana, via O’Connell’s, Cedar ‘Creek, 
Hardeman’s, Wood’s, Mrs. “Hallett’s, and McHenry’s.”_. 

Route No. twenty-nine. From San ‘Augustine to Zavala. 

Route No. thirty: From‘Austin to Gonzales, via Plum Creek. 

Route No. thirty-one. From Nacogdoches to Dallas, via 
ee Rusk, Sabine, Buffalo, Four-mile Prairie and Kings- 

orough. 

Route.No..thirty-two. From Sabine Town to ‘Henderson, 
vid Hamilton, Shelbyville and C.‘Johnson’s.. 

Route No. thirty-three. From “Crockett to, Hetiderson vid 

San Pedro, dom Village, . Morton’s, Anderson’ €. H and "Smith 
a C. H 
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Route No. thirty-four. From Henderson to Shreveport, via 
Pecan Town and Panola C. H. i 

Route No. thirty-five. From Mount Moum to Douglass, 

-Route No. thirty-six. From Fort Towson,(Ark’s) to Spring- 
field, in Navarro county, Texas, via Pine. Bluff, Dr. Davis’, 
Paris, Mount Vernon, Prince’ 3, Tarrant’s and Town Bluff, 

Route No. thirty-seven, From Alexandria, (La.) to Ratcliff's 
via Bun’s Ferry, Williams’ P. O., Holmes’, Jas asper P. 0., W. 
Pamplin’s and Town Bluff. 

Route No. thirty-eight. From Shreveport to Angelina C. H. 
via Greenwood, N. B. Jones’, Port Caddo, Marshall, Walling’s 
Ferry, Henderson, in Rusk county, and Nacogdoches. 

Route No. thirty-nine. From Henderson to Dallas, via Tyler, 
` in Smith county, and Henderson county €. H. 

Route No. forty. From Henderson, in Rusk county, to Rusk 
€. H., in Cherokee county. . 

Route No. forty-one. From Shelbyville via James. Tippett’s, 
in Panola county, Panola ©. H. , Pulaski, Samuel Parrys and 
Mount Mourn, to Marshall. . 

Route No. forty-two. . From Oppelonsaay (La) t to Fanthorp’ s 
wa Salem, Taylor's; Richardson’s, Swartwout, Raven Hill, Ca- 
rothers’, Danyille, Lone Oak, Montgomery, ‘Shannon’ 5, Rusk 
and-Groce’s Retreat. i 

In route No. ten.. After “Huntsville,” inse insert “Carothers 
Danville and Lone Oak.” i 

Route No. twenty. Amend route No. twenty, so as to make 
it read, “From Washington to Crockett via Fanthorp’s, Beall's 
P. O., Mitchells P. O. and Robbins’ Ferry.” 

In: route No. nine. After “Jiberty,” insert “Chambersia.” 

All of which, is respectfully submitted. 

[Signed] DAVID C. DICKSON, 
` Chairman. 

Repi read and received. 

‘On motion of Mr. Bourland, the rute of the House, requiring 
reports of committees, with bills, to lie on the table to come up 
with the orders of the day, was suspended; and the bill was ta- 
ken u > 

Mr. Clark moved to amend the bill, by.striking out be al 
and inserting “Upshur,” in lieu thereof. 

Amendment, adopted. . 

Mr. Bourland moved to amend the bill „by inserting “AN. 
. Hopkins, after thé word “store. fee 
*-Ameéndment adopted. i 
Mr. Eråth moved: to amend’ the bill, by inserting—F rom 
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Independence to the Falls of the Brazos via-Caldwell and the 
county seat of Milam county. 
Amendment adopted. 
Mr. Brown moved, to amend the bill, by striking out “God- 
dard’s- Bluff,” and inserting, Town of Buffalo, ” in heu thereof. 
Amendment adopted. 
Mr. Williams moved, to amend the bill , by inserting “from 
Goliad to Bexar.” 
Amendment adopted. 
Mr. Miller moved, to amend the bill, by inserting “from. 
Crockett to Angelina C. H.; by way of Hickory Creek and 


Connor's.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. McFarland moved,to amend the bill, by maeng “Pink- 
neyville,” after, the word “Bucknor.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Russell moved, to amend the bill, by inserting ie fol- 
lowing: 

“From Moore’s store to Marshall—from Moore’s store to Wm. 
Mahone’s via Peters’, Jefferson and Marshall. s 

` Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Sadler moved, that each Heba be senide to append 
his own amendment, 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Mabry moved, that the sense of the House be taken, on 

the previous question. 
` Motion carried. 

Question. Shall the amendments; (reperted by the select 
committee,) to the Joint Resolution, now under consideration 
of the House, be adopted? 

The House decided-in the affirmative. 

- Mr. Branch moved, to amend the bill, by inserting—“That 
one mail route, at least, shall be established through every 
neighborhood, where as many as five citizens reside.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Rayner moved, to amend by inserting the following: 

-Route No. 100. From Washington City, via Oregon and 
Washington, to Austin, Fexas.” 

Mr,'Gooch moved, that the Joint Resolution be referred to a 
select committee. ~ 

” Motion ‘ost. ` 

Mr. Dickson moved, that the Joint Resolution. be laid upon 
the table. 

Motion lost, 
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Mr. Rose moved to amend, by striking out all after word “of,” 
in the fourth line of the first section,. and inserting in lieu 
thereof, the words “such general mail routes,.as may, in. their 
judgment, be necessary for the convenience ofthe people of 
Texas.” . 3s = 

Amendment adopted. EI , Aten 

Mr. Branch moved, that the Joint Resolution be ‘indefinitely 
postponed. S ; 

Motion lost. ee 

Mr. ‘Williams moved,.that the vote of the House, adopting 
` „Mr. Rose’s amendment, be reconsidered. f i 

Mr. Branch moved, that the Joint Resolution be laid upon 
the table, until the 4th day of July. 

Motion lost. x. 8 

Mr. Rose moved, that the Joint.Resolution be laid upou the 
table, until Monday next. 

Motion lost. ` f . S : i 

The yeas and nays.were then called, on-the reconsideration 
of Mr. Rose’s amendment, and stood as follows : 

Yeas. Messrs. Barry, Bourland, Brown,. Burroughs, Caze- 
nau, Charlton, Durham, Edwards of. Nacogdoches, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Hol- 
land, Howard, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McFarland, 
McNeill, Mullens, Noble, Ogden, Perkins; Perry, Russell, Ry- 
burn, Smith of Rusk, Truitt and Williams—31. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, ‘Adams, Branch, Clark, Cooke, 
Cronican, Dickson, Depree, Gray, McCown, McCulloch, Miller, 
Muckleroy, Pease, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Sadler, Sav- 
age, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Swift and White—24. 

So the amendment was reconsidered. ` 

Mr. McCulloch -moved, to amend by inserting “from 
Grange to Victoria via Lyons,qn the Navidad,the county seat-of 
La Vacca county.” 

Amendment adopted. we 

Mr. Smith of Rusk, moved to amend -by inserting the follow- 
ing: “From Jefferson via Daingerfield and the county seat of 
Upshur, to the county site of Smith county.” 

Mr. Charlton offered the following as an amendment: 

“Fiom Rateliff’s to the county seat -of Tyler county—by 
way of th@ county seat of Polk county, to Huntsville, the 
county seat of Walker county.” 2, i 

Amendment adopted. 

r. McCulloch moved, to amend as follows: gpa 

“That each member of this House, be, instructed to write te 
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our Representatives in Congress, stating the routes that they 
wish to establish, arid the reasons why they ask them.” l 
` Mr. MéCown offered the following, as an amendment to the 
amendment, proposed by Mr.:McG@ulloch: 

“And that each member must pay the postage, on each letter 
that he writes to our Senators.” ` 

Amenäđment'ädopted. ee 

Mr. Mabry then moved that the Joint Resolution and amend- 
ments, be laid upew the table. l 

The yeas and nays were called, on the:ddọption of the mo- 
tion, and stood as follows: B T, 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Cazenau, Gooch, Mabry, 
McCown, McCulloch, Muckleroy, Noble, Pease, Perkins, Ray- 
ner, Redgate, Swift and White—15. 

Nays. Messrs. Barry, Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, Charl- 
ton Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Edwards 
of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, 
Gray, Gillett, Holland, Irion, Jones, Keenan, McClarty, McFar- 
land, Miller, Milican, Mullens, Ogden, Perry, Rose, - Russell, 
Ryburn, Smith of Rusk, Truitt, Williams and Willie—35. 

So the motion was’ lost. 

Mr. Rose moved, fhat the Joint Resélution. and amendments, 
be referred to the committee on State Affairs. . 

Motion carried, and the reference made. 

Mr. Mabry, by leave presented the petition of B. Manlove. 

On motion, the petition was read, by its-caption, and refer- 
red to the committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. Dupree, chairman of the select committee, to whom was 
referred a bill, to be entitled an act, establishing.weights and 


measures, made the following report: - l 
‘April 9th 1846. 


Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: j 


3 


, The select committee, to whom was referred a' bill, to'be en- 
titled an act, establishingaweights and measures, for the State 
of Texas, having consid ered the same, have instructed me to 
report—that the subject. embraced by the bill, being one of 
universal and paramount importance, is worthy of the most 
mature and laborious investigation—such an ‘investigation, as 
your comniittee’ have found it-impossible to give to the subject, 
at this time. They : believe, however, that the.substitute here- 
with offered, will.aecomplish the great ébject-of uniformity.in 
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weights and measures, with more certainty, and at infinitely less 

expense, than in the bill proposed. They ‘would, therefore, 

peou recommend its adoption and passage by the 
ouse. 

All of whichis respectfully submitted. 

[Signed] L. G. DUPREE, 
f Chairman of the Select Committee. 

Report read and adopted. 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill, to be entitled an act, to create 
the county of Neches. : 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Du pree, chairman of the select committee, to whom was 
referred a bill, to be entitled an act, creating the office and 
defining the duties of Publie Weighers, made the following re- 
port: 


COMMITTEE i, : 
March 9th 1846. 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : j 

Your committee to whom was referred a bill, to be entitled 
an act, creating the office and defining the duties of Public 
Weighers, have had the . same under consideration; and have . 
instructed me to report the bill back to the House, with the 
amendment of the word “produced,” instead of the word “ar: 
ticle,” in the third line of the third section; and to recommend 
the same to the favorable consideration of the House, as a bill 
of very useful provisions, and which, they conceive, very ne- 
cessary to prevent the disputes and gtievances, which have 
been of frequent occurrence. 

All of which, is most respectfally submitted. 

[Signed] - ; L. G. DUPREE, 
Chairman. of the Select Committee. 

Report read and received, and together with the bill, laid up- 
on the table, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Perkins introduced a bill, to be entitled an act, to prevent 
slaves from carrying fire-arms. 

Bill read a first time. ; 

Mr. McCulloch introduced a bill, to be entitled an act, to re- 
quire `the counties of La Vaca, De Witt and Guadalupe, to 
pay a portion ef the debt of the counties from which they weré 
taken. A 

Bill reada first time, 
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Mr. Smith of Rusk, introduced a bill, to be entitled an act, to 
` define the boundaries of Rusk county. l 

Bill read a first time, oe 

Mr. Smith of Rusk, also introduced a bill, to be entitled an 
act, forthe relief of the heirs of Robert Beil. ` 

Bill read a first time. 


On motion of Mr. Smith of Rusk, the rule of the House, re- 
quiring bills to be read on tlirée several days, -was suspended. 

The bill was then read a second time and 

Onmotion of Mr, Smith of Rusk, referredto committee on Pub- 
Jie Lands. - A 

Mr. Smith of Rusk, also introduced 'a bill, to be entitled 
-an‘act, for the relief of Thomas Howith. 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion of Mr, Smith, of Rusk, the rule was again sus- 
pended. - a he = 

The bill was then read a second time, and 

On motion, referred to the committee on Public Landa. 

Mr. Keenan introduced a bill, to be entitled an act, to author- 
ize the Secretary of State, to exchange ‘the Htérary works of 
this State, for those of-other countries. 

Bill read’a first time. | . so 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule of the House, requiring 
billsto be read on three several days, was suspended. 

The bill was then read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr, Gray, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. ag 

Mr. Stewart introduced a bill, to be entitled an act, to 
provide for the registration of deeds, titles, conveyances and 
other instruments of writing. 

Bill read ‘a first time. 

On motion, the rule of the House, requiring bills to be read 
on three’ several days, was suspended, - . 

The bill was then read a second time; and 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
Hotse, that they had receded from their objections, and con- 
curred in the amendments of the House, to a bill, to be entitl- 
ed an act, providing for the enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the State of Texas. Also, that they had concurred in the 
amendments of the House, to abil; to be entitled ani act, to in- 
corporate Lamar Academy, in the county of Lamar. 


= 
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The House was also, informed of the passage of the follow. 
ing bls, by the Senate: ` 

A-bill to be entitled an‘act, to secure tothe State of Texag, 
the customs revenue, received or incurred under the laws of 
the Republic of Texas—with amendments. 

A bill to be entitled an act, .to- secure the rights of volun: 
teers, in the Naval service of Texas, to -their : Bounty Lands; 
and ° 

A bill to-be entitled. an act; to vest in the State, .escheated 
property. . - 

The House -was also informed that the Senate bad concur- 
red in the first and second amendments ofthe House, to a bill, 
to be entitled an act;.to connect Galveston Island-with the main 
land at Virginia Point; and that they had refused -to concur in 
the third amendment to said bill. 


Mr. Gray moved, that the vote of the House, which referred 
a bill, to be entitled an act, to authorize the Secretary of State, 
to exchange the literary works of-this state, for those of other 
countries, be-reconsidered.. 

Motion carriea. E 

On motion ef- Mg, Gray, the bill was then referred to the com- 
mittee on Education. . - 

Ou motion of Mr. McClarty, the bill to be entitled an act, to 
make provisions for Public Education, was taken up; and 

On further motion, referred to the committee-on.- Education. 

Mr. MeClarty moved, that the vote of the House,’ taken- on 
yesterday, which passed to a third reading, a bill to be entitled 
an act, establishing Judicial Districts, be reconsidered. 

Motion. carried.” - ` 
, Qn motion of Mr. MeCown, the county of Upshur, was- ad- 

ded to the fifth Judicial District. i 

Mr. Rose moved, that the rule be suspended,’so that: the bill 
might be read a third-timie. . 

The yeas and nays were called, on thé adoption of Mr. Me- 
Cown’s motion, and’stood as follows: - 

Yeas. . Méssrs, Speaker; Adams, .Bérry, Bourland, .Brown, 
Cazenau, Charlton, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Dur- - 
ham, Edwards of. Nacogdoches, Eddy, Erath, Gillett, Gilliam, - 
Gooch, Holland, Howard, Irion, Jones, Mabry, MéClarty, Me- 
Culloch, McFarland; Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Per- 
kins, Rayner, Rose, Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, 
White and Williams—34. l 

Nays. . Messrs, Clark, Echols, Edwards‘of: San. Augustine, 


oy 
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Gray, McCown, Noble, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Smith of Har- 
ris; Swift, Sublett and Eruitt-—13.: ee 3 l 

So the bill‘was.read a third:time and “passed. 

A bill'to be entifled an act, to authorize the Governor to pay 
expresses, employed to circulate the law. providing for the 
election of Representatives to the Congress of the United. States, 
was taken up and’ 

Read a second time: . 

Mr, Stewart moved,.to amend the bill- by inserting the 
words “and to inform the Senators of their election, ” after. the 
word “States.” * 

Amendment adopted. . : 

On motion of Mr. Brown; the: rulé of- ‘the House,- re- 
quiring bills. to be read on three several days, was suspèn- 
ded.. 

The bill was then read a third tithe.and passed, 

Mr. Irion introduced a joint resolution, granting the Honor- 
able John Hemphill, Chief J ustice. of the: ‘Stipreme. Court, leave 
of absence from the State: . 

Joint Resolution read.a first-time: 

A-bill to be entitled an act; to provide for serving’ writs, or 
other process, upon Sheriffs, was taken up and 

Read a second time, 

; Mr. Howard offered the following: asan T to. the 
ill: . 

Strike out the word “Constable, ” and insert in. lieu thereof, 
the word “Coroner:” 

Amendment adopted: 

On motion, the “pill was ‘then passed to a: third read- 
ing. 

Ori motion.of Mr. Barry, the House adjourned until. „three: 
tack; P.. M: 


"7 TERRY O'CLOGK SP. Mir 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. ; 

`- The roll was called, and oe. following’ members answered s 
to their names: © >- rot 

Messrs: Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Charlton, Clark, 
Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogy 
doches, Eddy, Er ath, Gillett, Gilliam, ey Hudson, 


Irion, McClarty, McCown, McCulloch, McFarland, Milican, 
Mullens, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Rus- 
sell, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, 
Swift, Sublett, Truitt, White and Williams, ` 
A quorum being present. the House proceeded to business 
A bill to be’entitled an act, defining the duties of ‘Secretary 
of State, was taken up and | 
Read a second time. 
Mr. Mabry moved, that the bill be referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. ` l i 
Motion lost. oye 
_ On motion of Mr. Clark, the bill was passed to a third read- 
ing. : 
Mr. Mabry, by leave, offered the following Resolution: 
Resolved, That it shall be the standing rule of the House, 
the remainder of the session, that no amendment to a bill or 
Resolution, will be in order, and will not be entertained by the 
House, after it has been engrossed, or passed to a third read 


id . : 
s esolution read and laid upon the table, one day for consid- 
n. 

S ion of Mr. McCulloch, a bill to be entitled an act, or- 
ganizing the militia of the State of Texas, was taken up 
and . ; . 

Read a first time. i 
- On motion, a call of the House was made. | 

A quorum not being present, the Sergeant-at-Arms was dis- 
patched for the following absent. members: 

Messrs. Cazenau, Dupree, Edwards of San Augustine, How- 
ard, Ogden, Pease, Stevenson and Willie. 

Messrs. Branch, Burroughs, Cooke, Gillett, McNeill, Pattillo, 
and Ryburn, were excused from answering to the call of their 


`. names 


On motion of Mr. White, a further’call of the House was 
suspended. — ; 

A bill to be entitled an act, to designate and officially name, 
who shall be conservators of the Peaee, was taken up 
and oe 
Read. a sécond time, 

On motion, the bill was passed to a third reading. __ 

A bill to be entitled an act, to require Notaries{ Public to 
procure seals of office, was taken up and 

Read a second time. i , 

On motion Mr. Stewart, the bill was referred to the commit- 
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mittee on the. Judiciary. 

Mr. Gillett moved, that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
_ nine o’clock, a. mM. - p? l 

The yeas and nays were called, on Mr. Gillett’s motion to 
adjourn, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Cronican, 
Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Eddy, 
Gillett, Gooch, Howard, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClar- 
ty, McCown, McFarland, Noble, Perkins, Railey, Redgate, 
Rose, Stewart, Swift, Truitt, White and Williams—30. 

Nays. Messrs. Brown, Charlton, Clark, Dickson, Erath, 
Gilliam, Holland, Milier, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Perry, 
Rayner, Savage, Saddler, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, and 
Sublett—19. 

So the motion was carried, and the House adjourned, until 


to-morrow morning, nine o’clock. x 
4 


z 
LE 


- HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Crry or Austin, FRIDAY, 
April 10th 1846. 

The House met, pursuant to adjournment. - ee 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names: _ 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, Brown, 
Charlton, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Erath, 
Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Hudson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, 
- Mabry, McClarty, McCown, McFarland, Miller, Muckleroy, 
Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, 
Rose, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Smith of Rusk, Truitt, White 
and Williams. p 

A quorum-being present, the Journal of the preceding day 
Was read and adopted. ; G 

Mr. McClarty presented the petition of four hundred and 
sixty-five persons—praying for a Charter to open the naviga- 
tion of the Sabine river. nog 


è 
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On motion of Mr. McClarty, the petition was read by its. cap- 
tion; and 

On further motion, referred to. the A on Internal 
Improvements. . 

Mr. Russell, chairman of the committee on mange pesed Bills, 
made the following, report: 


Gomma Room, } 
; - April 10th 1846, i 
To ihe Honorable Win. E. Crump i 
Speaker of the House of ERT = 

‘The committee: on Engrossed Bills, have examined the fol- 
Towing bills and find the same correctly. engrossed: 

A bill to be entitled An act, providing for the trial and pun- 
ishmeént, :of crimes and misdemeanors; eommitted by slaves 
and free persons of color:. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to restore lands, sold for taxes, 
and bid in by the Government, to the former owners. f 

A bill to.be entitled An act, to provide for the loss of Dupli- 
` eate and other land certificates, Military Land Warrants and 
Land Scrip.. 

A bill to be entitled An act, regulating appeals.to the Su- 
preme Court. 

A bill to.be entitled An act, incorporating the Angelina 
Wavigation Company. 

A bill tô be-entitled An act, to-incorporate the town of Bon- 
ham, Farinin county. ; 
A bill to-be entitled An aet, creating the county of Newton. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for the registration 
ef the separate property of married women; and. 

‘A bill to be entitled An- act, to.authorize the Governor, to 
employ a Private Secretary. 

[Signed], Ae J. RUSSELL, 
E . aah 

Report read and’ uid 

Mr. Pease, introduced a bill, to be entitled An act, is, regu- 
late petitions to the Legislature, 

‘Bill read:a-first time.’ 

_ Mr. Charlton introduced a bill, to be entitled An ee to re- 

. quire the County. Surveyor of Liberty county, to f@rnish the 
County Surveyor of Fyler county, with a = of the surveyed 
` lend in the county of Tyler, 

. Bill read-a first time. ` 


On motion.of Mr. Eddy, the House proceeded to the- 
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The. Resolution (introduced on a previous day, by Mr. 
Branch,) regulating the order of business in the House, was 
taken up and 

On motion of Mr, Dickson, laid upon the table. 

The Resolution, to go. into the eleetion of Distsict Attorneys + 
on the day of April; was taken up and . 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, laid upon the table. 

Mr. Willie moved, that the memorial of Charles B. Snow 
be withdrawn from the committee on: Claims and Accounts, 
and referred to select committee. 

Motion carried. 

The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Willie, e, Mabry, McFar-- 
land; Cooke and Muckleroy, to compose said committee. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to. provide for serving writs and 
process, upon Sheriffs; was taken up and: 

Read a third time. 

Mr, Branch moved, that the vote of the e House, passing. the: 

. bill to a third reading, be reconsider ed. 
Motion carried. 
= On further motion of Mr. ranch, the bill was ‘referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. . , 

A bill to be entitled an act, to designate and officially name, 
who shall be conservators of the Peace, was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed, 

A bill to be entitled an act, to onganize the militia of the 
State of Texas, was taken up and 

Read a second time.. 
ji Mr. White offered the following; as am amendment to: the 

i 

Insert in the fifth. di yision,.the counties of “Calktoun,. La 
Vaca, De Witt, Guadalupe;.Comal and: Nueces,” 

Amendment r ejected: 

Mr. Pease offered the following, asan additional section? 

Be it further enacted, That each new county, established by 
this Legislature. shall form a part of the same Brigade and. 
Division, as the county from which:such, new county, orthe 
greater portion thereof, was takens: and: the. militia of each 
new county shall be or ganized,.inlike manner as- the militia 
named in this act. 

Amendment adopted. 

On motion, of Mr.-hi ion,. the bill was passed toa third. réad- 
ng., E : a : 


AQ 

Mr. Gooch, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled An act 
to require the County Surveyor of Bowie county, to record the 
Field Notes made by Jesse Cherry. . 

Bill read a first time; and 

On motion of Mr. McCown, rejected. l 

Mr. Holland, chairman of the committee on Publie Lands, 
made the tollowing report: l ` g 


CommıTrEE Room, 
March 9th 1848. 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 

Speaker of the Slouse of Representatives : 

Your committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of Hardy Ware, have had thesame under considera- 
tion; and have instructed me to report—that the prayer of the 
petitioner, though meritorious, and one shewing that he has 
suffered a wrong; is one coming, clearly, within the provisions 
of the second section of the eleventh article of the Constitu- 
tion. i 

The petitioner states, that he obtained a league and labor 
certificate, to which he was lawfully entitled—that the clerk 
of the Land Board, issuing the same, failed to enter, upon his 
Register, a record of the grant; whereby, the same was not 
acted upon, or recommended for Patent, by the Investigating 
Board of Land Commissioners; and therefore, he prays that 
an act may be passed, legalizing his certificate. . 

The provisions of the constitution, above alluded to, leave 
to the committee no power to award relief. They, therefore, 
recommend that the petition of Hardy Ware be laid upon the 
table; and that he have leave to withdraw his papers. 

_ [Signed] | ' § HOLLAND, 

' , ‘Chairman. 
Report read and adopted. 
Mr. Holland, chairman of the committee on Public Lands; 

also made the following report: 


To the Honorable Wm. E, Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

Your committee on Public Lands have had before them the 
petition of the Agent of George,C: Gwathmay and others— 
heirs of James Gaward—and have instructed me to report, that 
they deem it wholly inexpedient to grant the prayer of the pe- 
titioner. He prays that.the ordinary rule of law, which Te 
quires an agent to make his quality known, by sufficient. doe- 
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umentary evidence, may be dispensed with, in his case. , The 
‘committee regards with a just appreciation, the inconvenience 

and delay to which the parties may be subjected; but they con- 
ceive it unsafe to establish a Legislative precedent,of the kind 
sought for. They, therefore, respectfully recommend, that 
said petition be laid upon the table. 

All of which, is respectfully submitted. 

[Signed] i S. HOLLAND, 
; Chairman. 

Report read and adopted. j 

Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills, and find them correctly enrolled: 

An act to provide for the organization of the House of Rep- 
“resentatives of the State of Texas; and 

An act defining the boundaries of the county of Robertson. 

Said bills having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives and the -President pro tem., of the Senate, 
were-on the ninth of April, presented to his Excellency, ‘the . 
Governor, for his approval. 

[Signed] JAMES M. BURROUGHS, 
Chairman. 

Report read and accepted. l 

Mr. Williams, chairman of a Select Committee, made the 
following report. 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The select committee, to whom was referred the several bills, 
to organize certain offices, under the General Land Office, do 
not agree upon any definite course, among themselves. ‘Fhere- 
fore, as chairman of said committee, E repurt the same back tc, 
the House for its action. 

(Signed) A. WILLIAMS,. 
f : - Chairman. 

Report read and received, and together with the bill, laid up- 
on the table, to come up with the orders of the day. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the concurrence ‘of that body, in the amendments 
of the House, to the bill, te be entitled An act, establishing 
the Judicial Districts. l ` 
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The House was also informed of the passage of the follow. 
ing Resolution, by the Senate: . . 

Resolved, That, witk the concurrence of the House, the two 
Houses will proceed to elect a Public Printer, on Tuesday, the 
fourteenth instant, to print the laws and Journals; and that 
two thonsand five hundred copies of the constitution—the Or- 
dinance relating to the Colonization Contracts and the laws; 
and five hundred copies of the Journals, be printed for the use 
of the Legislature. 

Information was also given to the House, that the Senate 
had rejected a bill, (which originated in the House,) to be en- 
titled Anact, to repeal an act, to provide for the establish- 
ment .of Peace, and to regulate friendly intercourse with Jn- 
cians. 

Also, that they had passed a Resolution, instructing the Sec- 
retary of the Senate, to endorse on all enrolled bills, origina- 
ting in the Senate, creating Corporations, that the same passed 
by the Constitutional majority, and to notify the House of the 
same, when fransmitting it. j 

Mr. Bourland moved, that the vote of the House, which . 
passed to a third reading-a bill, to be entitled An act, defining 
the.duties of Secretary of State, be reconsidered. ` 

Motion carried. 

On further motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill was then reter- 
red to the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Gillett, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled An 
act, requiring juries to assess the fine in certain criminal 
cases, ` 
” Bill read a first time. l 

À bill to be entitled An act, organizing County Courts, was © 
taken up—together with the report thereon, made by the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Report read. 

Mr. Durham moved, that the substitute, for the eighth sec- 
tion of the bill, be laid upon the table. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Willie moved, that a call of the House be made. 

Motion lost. i 

Mr. Branch moved, that the report of the committee on the 
Judiciary—on a bill, to be entitled An act, organizing County 
Courts, be rejected. 

Motion carried. * eoo 

Mr. Durham moved, that the bill be read by its sections. 

Motion lost. oO 
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Mr. Brown moved, to amend the- bill; by EE out ithe 
word “income,” in the eighth section.. i 

Aaea ey . ae 
section of -thé pill. 

Mr. Stevenson moved, that the House adjourn untithalf Lon 
three ọ ‘clock, P.M l ei, 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Echols moved, that the House adj ourn , uni ce 

o'clock, P. M. 

Motion lost. 

. Mr. Gray moved, thata call of. F the Hpure bemade, 

Motion lost, - 

The question then peel on striking out the. Pee sec- 
tion of the bilk-and, the yeas and nays being called thereon, 
stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs, Bourland, Gray, Trion, Jones, Mo(larty, Mili- 
can, Sadler, Stewart, Williams and Willie—10. . 

Nays, Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Brown, 
Burroughs, Cazneau, Charlton, Cooke, ‘Cronican, Dickson, 
Durham, Eddy, Erath, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, How- 
ard, Hudson, Mabry, McCown, McCulloch, McFarland, “Miller, 
Muckleroy, ’ Mullens, Noble; Ogden, Pease, ‘Perkins, . Perry, 
Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Savage, ‘Stevenson, 
Smith of Harris, Smith, of Rusk, Swift, Truitt and Whife—44. 
So the motion, to strike out the’eighth section of the bill was 

- LOSE, . 

On motion of Mr. McClarty, the House adjourned until three 

o'clock, r. m. 


THREE, Q’ObOCK, P.M 


The Honse mret, pur suant ee 

The roll was called, and the following members answeréd 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, 
Cazneau, Charlton, Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Ed- 
wards of San Augustine, Eddy, .Erath; Gray, Gillett; Gilliam, 
Gooch, Howard; Jones, Mabry, McClarty, McGown, McFarland, 
Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Pattillo, Péase, Perkins, Perry, 
Rayner, Redgate, Rose;: Russell, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, Smith 
of Harris Smith ofRusk, Swift, ‘Sublett, Truitt, Whiteand Willie. 
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A quorum being present. the House proceeded to business, 
The bill to be entitled An act, organizing County Courts, 
being under consideration, at the adjournment of the House, 
was again taken up. 
7 ae Pease offered the following, as an amendment to the 


insert the following as the fourth, fifth and sixth sections of 
the bill, and change the other sections so as to correspond: 

SECTION rourtH. THe Clerks of the County Court, shall be- 
fore entering upon the duties of their office, enter into bond, 
with good and sufficient security, to be approved by the Chief 
` Justice of the county, in a sum not less than two thousand. 
dollars—payable to the Governor of the State and his succes- 
sors in office—conditioned, that such clerk shall well and truly 
perform all the duties required.of him by law; and shall also, 
take and subscribe the oath of office prescribed by the Con- 
‘stitution—which shall be endorsed on said bond,with the certi- 
ficate of the officer administering the same—and said bond 
and oath shall be recorded, with the county records, and. des 
posited with the Clerk of the District Court. : 


SECTION FIFTH.. The clerks of the county court shall have. 


power, by writing under their hand and seal, to appoint a Dep- 
uty—for whose official acts they shall be responsible—and 
such appointment shall be recorded, with the County Records. 

And any Clerk of the County Court, when he vacates his 
office, shall deliver over, to his successor in office, all books, 
papers, Records and effects, belonging to his office; and eyery 
Clerk, who shall fail, or refuse so to do, shall be fined, in a 
sum not less than fifty, nor more than five hundred dollars— 
to be recovered, on motion of the Chief Justice of the county, 
in the District Court—such clerk having three days’ notice of 
such mofion. ae 

And any Clerk of the County Court, who shall be guilty of 
any neglect ef duty, or misdeameanor in office, may be indict- 
ed for the same, by a Grand Jury, in the district court; and on 
conviction thereof, shall be removed from office. 

Section Sixtu. The Chief Justices, County Commissioners, 
and the clerks of the County Courts, shall have power to ad- 
minister oaths and give certificates thereof, in all cases where 
-an affidavit is necessary—except where such oaths may be re- 
‘quired, by law, to be taken before some particular officer.’ 

Amendment read and adopted. se 

Mr. Gray offered the following as an amendment, to come 
in at the end of the seventh section of the bil]: 


~ 


w 
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And also, to exercise jurisdiction, in appointing guardians; 
granting letters testamentary and of administration; and in the 
settling the accounts of Executors, Administrators and Guar- 
dians; and for the transaction of ‘business, appertaining to Es- 

tates, in such manner as may be provided by law. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. 

Gray’s amendment, and stood as follows: 
eas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Charlton, 
Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Edwards of San 
Augustine, Gray, | Gilliam, Gooch, J ones, Mabry, McClarty, 
McCown, Milican, “Muckleroy, Mullens, Pattillo, Rayner, Red- 
gate, Rose, Savage, Stevenson, Smith of Rusk, Truitt and 


; White—30. 


„Nays. Messrs. Bourland, Burroughs, Cazneau, Eddy, Gil- 
lett, Howard, Hudson, McFarland, Miller, Noble, "Pease, Per- 
kins, Perry, Russell, Sadler, Smith of Harris, Swift, Sublett 
and Willie—19. 

“te the amendment was adopted. 

r. White offered the following as an amendment to the 
second section of the bill: 

Insert after the word “precinct,” the words “except in coun- 
ties where there are not as many as four precincts.” 

Amendment adopted. 

The question then recurred on the engrossment of the bill: 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, a call of the House was made. 

Mr. Rayner moved, that a farther call of the House be sus- ` 


. pended. 


Motion lost. 

On motion of Mr. McClarty, a farther call was suspended. 

Mr. Willie moved, that the bill be laid upon the ne in- 
definitely. 

Motion lost. 

Mr: Willie then moved, that the bill be laid upon the table, 
until Monday next ten o ’clock, A. M. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill, to be entitled An act, to provide 
for the collection of costs, in the District Court. 

Bill read afirst time. 

A bill to be entitled An.act, to secure to the State of Texas, 


. the customs incurred under the Republic of Texas, was taken 


up, with the amendments from the Senate. . 
Amendments read and concyrred in. 
A bill to be entitled an act, to connect Galveston: Island with 
the main land at Virginia Point; was taken up—together with, 
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the amendments, made by the House; in which the Senate had 
refused to concur. 

Mr. Rose moved, that the House recede “from its, amend- ` 
ments, 

The yeas and nays were called, on ne adoption of Mr. 
Rose’s motion, and stoed as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Adams, Brown, Cazneau, Cronican, Dickson, 
Durham, Eddy, Gooch, Howard, Hudson, Trion, Jones, Keenan, 
Mabry, McClar ty, McCown, McFarland, ‘Muckleroy, Mullens, 
Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Perry, Rose, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, 
Smith of Rusk, Swift, Truitt and Willie—31. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Burroughs, Charlton, Cooke, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Miller, Mili- 
can, Pease, Perkins, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Smith of Harris, 
Sublett and White—1 9. t 

The Speaker decided that an afirmative vote, of two thirds 
of the members present, would be necessary to nea from the 
amendments. f 


Mr. Durham appealed from the decision of the T 

The yeas and nays were called, on the legality of the deeis- 
ion just made by the Speaker, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Barry, Bourland, Cazneau, ‘Charlton, Cooke, 
Dickson, Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, Gray, Gillett, 
Gilliam, “Gooch, Howard, Hudson, Jones,’ ‘Keenan, Mabry, Me- 
Cown, Miller, Milican, Mullens, Noble, Ogden, Pease, Perkins, 
Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Sublett, ‘Truitt and White—22, 

Nays. Messrs. Adams, Branch, Brown, Burroughs, Croni- 
can, Durham, Eddy, Erath, McClarty, McFarland, Muckleroy, 
Pattillo, Rose, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, Smith of 
Rusk, Swift and Willie—20. 

So thé decision of the chair was sustained. 

Mr. Gillett moved, that the vote of the House, just taken on 
the bill to be entitled An act, to connect Galveston Island with 
the main land, at Virginia Peint; be reconsidered, 

Motion carried. 

On farther motion of Mr. Gillett, the bill was laid upon the * 
table until to-morrow, ten o’clock, a. M. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning, nine o'clock. 


am 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 3} 
Ciry or ÅUSTIN, SATURDAY, 
l April: 11th 1846. l 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to * 

their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, en Chariton, Cooke, Dickson, Dupree, 
Durham, Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, 
Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Hudson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, 
Mabry, McClarty, McCown, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, 
Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Pattilio, Pease, Perry, ‘Railey, Ray- 
ner, Redgate, Rose, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, 
Swift, Sublett,. Truitt, White, Williams and Willie. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journalof the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Russell, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 

made the following report: 


Comautrer Room, 
April 11th £846. 


Tò the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, and find them correctly engrossed: 

A pill to be entitled An act, to establish and incorporate the 
City of Corpus Christi. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to mk for the registration of 
Deeds and other instruments executed out of the State of Tex- 
as, 

A bill to. be entitled An act, to have the lines surveyed, be- 
tween the counties of Robertson and Limestone, Limestone 
and Leon, and Limestone and Navarro. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to declare, what oflicer shall 
give certificates of election, in Senatorial elections, in Districts 
composed of more than one county. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to legalize the several seals, 
ee used by the ‘Commissioner. of the General Land of- 

ce 

oo tobe entitled An act, for the relief of John Karner; 
an 

A Joint-Resolution instructing our Senators, and requesting 
our Represcntalvea:t -in the Gongress of the United States, to 


& 
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procure the passage of'a law, for the relief of mail contrac- 


[Signed] A. J. RUSSELL, 
Chairman. 
Report read and accepted. 
Qn motion of Mr. Mabry, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled An act, to restore lands sold for taxes 
and bid in by the Government, to the former owners, was taken 


up 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act, to provide for the loss of Dupli- 
cate and other Land Warrants, was taken up 
- Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act, to provide for the registra- 
tion of the separate property of married women, was taken 
u i 

Read a third time and passed. 

A. bill to be entitled an act, to authorize the Governor to 
employ a Private Secretary, was taken up and 

Read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the bill was laid upon the table, 

A bill to be entitled An act, regulating appeals to the Su- 
preme Court, was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, of Mr. Willie, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on Engrossed Bills. ` | 

Mr. Rose moved, that the vote of the House, refusing to en- 
gross the bill, to be entitled An act, organizing County Courts, 
be reconsidered. $ 

Motion carried. TA 

Mr. Cazneau moved that the vote of the House, adopting 
the Journal af this morning, be reconsidered. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Gray moved, that the word ‘‘lost,” be stricken out of the 
Journal, 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Rose moved, that the vote of the House, adopting Mr. 
Gray’s amendment, (on yesterday) to the bill, to be entitled An 
act, organizing County Courts—be reconsidered. 

a motion of Mr. White, the Journal of yesterday was adop- 
- ted. l l 
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A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for the punishment 
of Slaves and free persons of color, was taken up 
~ Read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Willie, one of the committee on Engrossed Bills, made 
the following report: j j 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined and 
caused to be correctly engrossed, a bill, to be entitled An act, 
regulating appeals to the Supreme Court, in criminal cases. 

Report read and accepted. i ; 

Mr. Cooke, chairman of a Select Committee, made the fol- 
lowing report: ; 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, i 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir:—The select committee, to whom was referred a. bill, to 
be entitled An act, for the relief of the citizens of the town of 
- Springfield, Limestone county, and accompanying Documents 
—have had the same under consideration; and, after having 
given the subject that deliberation, to which it was entitled,, 
have instgucted me to report the said bill back to the House, 
without amendment, and to respectfully recommend its pass- 

e. - 
(Signed) a W. K. COOKE, 

5 i Chairman., 
Report read and received, and, together with the bill, laid 
‘upon the table, to come up with the orders of the day. 
A bill to be entitled An act, regulating appeals to the Su- | 
preme Court, in criminal cases, was taken up 
’ Read a third time and passed. 
A bill to be entitled An act, to incorporate the Angelina 
Navigation Company, was taken up and 
Read a third time. 
The yeas and nays were called, on the final passage of the 
bill, and stood as follows: 
Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Brown, Bur- 
-roughs, Cazneau, Cronicah, Dickson, Durham, Edwards of 
Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Gillett, 
Gilliam, Gooch, Hudson, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, Me- 
Cown, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Muckleroy, 
Noble, Pattillo, Rayner, Redgate, Savage, Stewart, Smith of 
Rusk, Swift; Truitt and Willie—38. l 
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Nays. Messrs. Bourland, Cooke, Echols, Holland, i ones, 
Milican, Mullens, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rose, Russell, 
White and Williams—1 5. l 

So the bill was passed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, ereating the county of N ewton, . 
was taken up 

Read a third fime and passed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to connect Galveston Island with 
the main land, at Virginia Point—having beem made the spe- 
cial order for to-day, at ten o'clock a. x.—was taken up: 

The question recurred, on receding from the amendment, 
made by the House,in which the Senate refused to concur. 

The yeas and nays. were called, on receding from the amend- 
ment, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Branch, Brown, Burroughs, 
Cazneau, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham; Edwards of 
Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gillett, Gooch, 
Hudson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, McClarty, McCown, McCulloch, 
McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Muckleroy, Ogden, Pattillo, Ray- 
ner, Rose, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, 
Swift, Truitt and Willie—38. 

Nar ys. Messrs. Barry, Bourland,. Charlton, Cooke,. Erath, 
Gray, Gilliam, Holland, Mabry, Milican, Mullens, Noble, Pease, 
Perkins, Perry, Railey, Redgate, White and Williams—19. 

So the House receded from the amendment, and the bill was 
passed; 

By leave, Mr. Gray filed the following protest, Agena the 
passage of “the bill: 


To the Honorabie Speaker 
of the House-of Representatives: 

The bill to connect Galveston Island with: the main land, at 
Virginia Point, which was acted on in the House, to-day, pro- 
poses to grant, to:the County Gourt of Galveston, the power of 
authorizing individuals, to erect a bridge, from the Island 
across that part of Galveston Bay, known as West Bay, to Vir- 
ginia Point, onthe mainland: Provided, That a draw-bridge, of 
sufficient -width not to obstruct the Navigation, be maintained 
thereon; And if also proposes to’allow “those-individuals, tg 
right of levying tolls on the bridge. 

All whoare acquainted with “the geography of our coast, 
know,and an examination of the maps of the Stdte will exhib- 
it to all, that nature has provided a good means of Nayigation 
through theinlet toSan Luis Bay,and to.the Bayous emptying into 
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the bay; and, also, that she has formed a series of Bays and in- 
lets, extending along: the whole extent of our coast, from the 
Sabine to the Rio Grande, which, at-a small expense compar- 
atively, cin be. connected by canals,’ and. thereby, an inland 
navigation opened. . ‘This idea is notnew—for already have 
such improvements been commenced, between the Bay of San 
Luis the Brazos river and Matagorda Bay. The great advan- 
tages of such. a navigation, can be better conceived than told; 
‘and ought not to be-in: any manner, obstructed. The erection 
of a bridge at the points proposed, would necessarily, in a great 
measure produce this obstruction.. The provision: for a draw- 
bridge, does not as fully answer the objection as could be de- 
sired What, in the opinion of the County Court, or of indi- 
viduals, acting under their authority and interested.in the 
bridge, would be a sufficient width—being barely. sufficient to 
admit the passage of vessels:or steamboats, witha tight:squeeze 
—might not so well suit the-views and wants of navigators. 
That provision will be a, constant source of conflict and liti- 
gation. j 
Again, by the provisions of the constitution ef the United. 
States, in the sixteenth clause, eighth section, first Article, 
there is vested in the Congress of the United States, the power 
to exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, over 
such District, (not exceeding ten miles square,) as--may, by 
cession of particular States, and. the acceptance of Congress, 
become the Seat of Governinent of the United States; and to 
exercise like authority over all places purchased by the consent 
-of the Legislature of the State in which the same shall be, for 
tlie erection of forts, imagines, arsenals, dock-yards and other 
needful buildings. According to theterms of the-Joint Resolu- 
tions of annexation, this State has authorized “all public edi- 
fices, barracks, ‘fortifications, ports, harbors, &c.,”—belonging 
to the State, to be-ceded to the-United States; and’that cession 
.a8.the undersigned:believes, has-been made. 
The part of Galveston Bay, over which the-bill proposes to 
' duthorize-the erection.of a bridgeis a “port-or harbor,” accor? 
ding to the grammatical meaning,of those words.. ‘That itis a 
Bay,.or “arm:of the sea. extending into the land not of any. de- 
finite form.but smaller than a Gulf and largér than a creek,” 
A, Harbor is a port,or haven for ships; and a Port is any Bay, 
cove, inlet or recess of the sea, or of a lake, or the -mouth of-a 
- river which.ships or vessels.can enter, and where they can lie 
safe- from injury. by: storms. ` The Bay in-question seems: then- 
to. be one of the places ceded.to the United.States; and. ‘by. the: 
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provision of the Constitution of the United States, above Cited, 
it appears to the undersigned, that the United States Congress 
have-the exclusive right of legislation over it. If this conelu: 
sion be correct, as from his present information, the undersign- 
ed is led to believe it is, then the act in question is wnconsiity. 
tzonal—whether it be a public or private corporation, or no 
corporation at all. 

But, in the opinion of the undersigned, the bill grants, if not 
private corporative powers,certainly a private franchise—which 
cannot be divested, unless by a vote of two thirds of the Legis. 
. lature, and by making compensation for the franchise; which, 
the undersigned believes ought not to be done in this instance; 
and especially under the circumstances under which it, was 

assed. 
% Therefore, the undersigned protests, and, asks that his protest 
‘be entered upon the Journal. 
[Signed] P. W. GRAY. 

A bill to be entitled An act to incorporate the town of Bon 
ham, in Fannin county, was taken up 

Read a third time and passed. 

A message was received from his Excellency, the Governor 
informing the House that he had approved and signed the fol- 
lowing bills: l 

= act to define the boundaries of Robertson county; 
an i ; 

An act to prescribe the manner of organizing the House of 

Representatives, of the Legislature of the State of Texas. 
` Also, that he had transmitted to the State Department, An 
act to incorporate the Huntsville Academy—without his signa- 
ture—it not having a certificate, that it was passed by, a con- 
' stitutional majority. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the change of 
venue, in civil and criminal cases, was taken up and 

On motion of Mr. Willie, laid upon the table until Moriday 
next. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to organize subordinate Land ' 
Offices, was taken up——with the report thereon, made by the 
‘Select Committee appointed to take the same into considera- 
tion. : ; 

- On motion of Mr. Rose, the bill and report were laid upon 
the table, until Tuesday next. ` 

A bill to be entitled An act, for the relief of purchasers of 
town, city and other lots—from the Government-of Texas, was 
taken up; and 
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On motion of Mr. Cazneau, referréd to the committee on 
Finance. 
~ Mr. Rose ivei, that a call ofthe House be made. 

Motion carried.’ 

Mr. Mabry moved, thata arike: call of the House be sus- 
pended. 

Motion carried, — 

Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Proa Bills, 


Ea 


made the following report, we mio 


ComMITTER Room, { 
April 11th 1846. 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Enrolled Bills; have examined the follow- 
ing bills, and find-them correctly enrolled: i 

An act defining the duties of Comptroller of Publie. Accounts; 
and 

An'act to create the county of Limestone: a 

Said bills, having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives and the President pro tem., of the Senate, 
were this. day presented. ome Excellenty, the Governor, for _ 


> his approval. , 
[Signed] . J. M. BURROUGHS, A 
Chairman. 
Report read and; accepted. 


A message was received from the Senate, “informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills and Resokitiens, 
by that body: 

A bill to be entitled An‘act, to release the county of Fannin 
of a certain portion of the debt, due to the citizens of that por- 
tion of the said county, now ‘the county of Grayson—with | 
anendments. 

A bill to be entitled an act, to establish and define the limits 
of the county of San-Patriċio—with amendments. 

A Joint Resolution for disposing of a portion. of the public 
buildings, in the City of Austin—with amendments; and =~ 

A Resolution to go into the election of District Attorneys, ¢ en 
Monday next, at eleven o'clock. 

The House was also informed, that the Senate. had.coneur- 
red in the amendments of the House, to a bill, to be entitled 
An act, to organize Justice’s Courts; and to define the. powers - 
and jurisdiction of the same. fe 
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Mr. Bowdrland moved, to take ap: the Resolution (from the 
Senate) to go into the election of District Attorneys, on Mon 
day next, at éleven o'clock. 

Motion earried. 

The Resolution was then read afirst time. 

Mr. Bourland moved, that the rule of the House, requiring 
Resolutions to lie on the table one day £ for consideration, be 
suspended. - 

Motion carried., 

The resolution was then read a second time. 

Mr. Mabry moved, tö amend the resolution, by striking out 
the word “Monday,” and inserting “ ‘Tuesday ” instead thereof. 

-Amendment rejected. 

On motion, the rule was further suspended; ands 

The resolution was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Holland, from: the committee.on Public Lands, reported 
a bill, to be entitled an. act, deseribing the mode of obtaining 
and establishing Land Certificates; ° 

.Which was read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled an-act, to organize the District Courts, 
of the State of Texas, was.taken: up and 

2ead a first time. 

Mr. Rose moved, that the-nule of the House, requiring bills 
to be read on three several days, be suspended. 

. Motion carried. 

The bil was then read a segond fime;.and 

On further motion, referred ta the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 


On motion of Mr, Branch, the resolution, (from the Senate, 
to-go into an election fer Public Printer, wastaken up 
Mr. Bourland moved te-amend the resolution, by striking 


out tke word “Tuesday,” and inserting the w ronds “Monday, at : 


half past tén o'clock,” in. Tieu thereof. 
Amendment adopted, . - 
Bir. Pease moyed, to; amend as follows: 


4 


an 


“Phat sealed proposals., be received, by the: Gierk of the ° 


_ Ho use; until that time, ” 
Amendment adored: 


Be. Gray moved to amend, by striking out the words staven- 
ty-fve hundred,” before the word laws: d 

Amendment adopted: 

mr- Rose moved, that the resdlution be laid úpon the Hable. 

potion lost. 


abe 


Messrs: Branch, Bourland, Cronican, Gray and Rose several- 
ly, offered amendments which were adopted. = 0 ` 

(Mere allusions being made to these amendments, in the — 
Journal, without the substance of any of them. being given 
renders it impossible for anything more than'an allusion te them. 
to be furnished, by the Copyist, for publication. ] o 

Mr. Charlton moved; that the House adjourn,. until. thres- 
o'clock, P. ». : 

Motion lost. Z 

Mr. Williams moved, that the House-adjourn,.until Monday 
morning nine o’clock. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Rose moved, that the resolution and amendments, be 
referred to the committee on Public Printing, 

Motien lost. - 

Mr, Durham moved, that the resolution and amendments, be 
laid upon the table. 

Motion lost. : 

Mr. Stevenson moved, that the House adjourn until Monday 
nine o’clock, a. 3. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Swift moved, that the House adjourn until three o’clock, 
P. OM; att 

Motion lost. ‘ l ae 

Mr. Williams moved, that the bill be laid upon the table, un- 
til Monday next, at eleven o’clock, a. M. l 

Motion Jost. s 3 : e 

Mr. Durham moyed, that the House adjourn until. three- . 
o'clock, P. M. ; l 


e 


Motion lost.. ' oe 2 : 
Question. “Shall the resolution, now upder-considération of- 
the House, be adapted? . i 


The House decided in the’aflirmative-. 

Mr. Echols moved, that the House-adjournuntil nine o’clock, 
Monday morning. | 

The yeas and nays wereccalled för thereon; and stood thus: 

Yeas. Messrs. Branch,.. Bourland,. Burroughs, Cazneau 
Cronican, Dupree, Durham, Echols,. Geech, Howard, Hudson, 
Mabry, McCulloch, Miller, Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Pac 
as Redgate, Savage, Stevenson, White, Williams and Willie 
—2  - 

Nays.. Messrs.-Speaker;-Adams, Barry, Brown, Gharlton, 
Cooke, Dickson, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, ` 
Holland, Irion, Jones, MeClarty, McCown, McFarland, MeNeiil, 


ps 
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Milican, Muilens, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Rose, Smith of Rusk, 
Swift and Truitt—26. 
So the motion to adjourn was lost. na l 
On motion of Mr. Gray, a call of the House was made. 
Mr. Echols moved, that the House adjourn, until Monday 


morning, nine o’elock. 
Motion carried, and the House adjourned, in accordance 


therewith. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ; 
City or Austin, Monpay, 
April 13th 1846. 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the folowing members answered to 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Brown, Charlton, 
Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards 
of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augystine, Eddy, Erath, 
Gray, Gillett, Giliam, HoBand, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, 
Keenan, Mabry, McCown, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, 
Miller, Muckleroy, Pattillo, Pease, Perry, Railey,Rayner, Redgate, 
Rose, Ryburn, Sadier, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith 
of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Truitt, White, Williams and Willie. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of Saturday the eleventh instant, was read and 
adopted. 

Mr. Gray, chairman 6 
the following report: 


f the committee on the Judiciary, made 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump 
Speaker of the House of Represeniaiives: . 

The committee on the Judiciary haye considered a bill, to be 
entitled an act, to provide for the removal of administrations 
of Estates, frorn the counties where they were opened, to the 
new counties; formed out of such counties, where the lands or 


property of the Estate may lie or remain. They have. also, 
had under consideration, a resolution on the same subject; asd _ 
instruct me to report, as a substitute, the enclosed .bill; to he 
entitled an act, providing for the transfer of the Records of- 
administrations to new counties. The adoption and passage 
‘of said substitute, they respectfully recommend. an 
[Signed] ae P. W. GRAY, 
oe i _ Chairman. 
Which report was read and adopted, SS 
Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
made the following report: 


, Comumrtrze Room, 
l April 11th 1846. 
To the Honorable Speaker , 
of the House of Representatives : 
be entitled an act, providing for, and regulating arbitrations 
and references; and a bill, (from the Senate) to be entitled 
an act, to authorize the settlement of disputes, by conciliation 
or arbitration; and instruct me to report back the bill, which. 
originated in the House, with a recommendation, that it be 
‘laid upon the table. i 
The Senate’s bill answers the same purposes; and is simpler 
in its provisions, than the former. l 
The committee recommend the following, as an amendment 
to the bill: 
In the last section, strike out the words “and that this act be: 
in force, and take effect from and after its passage.” 
With which amendment, the eommittee recommend the 
passage of the bill: 
(Signed) P. W. GRAY, 
: Chairman. | 
Report read and received, and, tegether with the bills, laid 
upon the table, to come up with the erders of the day. ; 
Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report: ` 


Commirtes Room, } 
; Rs ; April 13th 1846, i 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
. Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on.State Affairs, to whom was referred a bill, 
(from the Senate) tobe entitled an act, for the regulation ef. 


Pilots; have had the same under consideration; and have made 
the following amendments thereto, to-wit: - 

First. In the second-line of the first section, strike out the 
words “of the State of Texas.” 

Seconn. JIn the third line of the fifth section, strike out the 
word “to,” between the words “and” and-“his. J 

With these amendments, they instruct me to report the bill 
back to the House, and to recommend its passage. 

[Signed] E. CLARK, 
j : Chairman. 

Report read and received, and, together with the bill, laid 
upon the table, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Hudson introduced a.bill, to be entitled an.act, to incor- 
porte the La Grange Female Institute. á 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Branch introduced the following Resolution: f 

« Resolved, That the eammittee on Finance be instructed to 
report, on to-morrow morning,on the bill, to-be entitled an act, 
detining the duties of Assessors of Direct Taxes; also, on the- 
bill, to ‘be entitled An act, defining ie duties of Collectors of 
Direct Taxes. 

Resolution read and adopted. 

On motion, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled .an.act, to declare, what officers shall 
give certiticates of Election.in Senatorial elections, in Districts 
composed of more than one county, was taken up 

Read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Miller introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved, That, as one of the standing rules of this - House, 
the Speaker will recognize no member, as having a right to 
the floor, unless he rise in his place. 

Resolution read and laid T the table, one day for consid- 
eration. 

A bill to be entitled an eee to legalize the several seals used 
by the General Land Office, was taken up 

Read a third tirne and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
-House that the Senate had concurred‘in the ‘amendments of 
the House to a resolution to go into the election of a Public: 


Printer; and that they would meet the House, at the hour ap- 
pointed. 
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A joint resolution relative to-mail- contractors, was: taken up 

Read-a-third-time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Sadler, the House taok a recess, until half . 
past ten o'clock, 


2 


' HALF:PAST TEN.O'CLOCK, A, M. 


The House met pursuant: to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and a quorum found present. — 

The Honse then proceeded to business: : 

On motion of Mr. Clark, a. committee was er to 
wait upon the Senate, and invite them within the bar of the 
House of Representatives, for the:purpose of going into: an 
election for Public Printer, and District Attorneys for the sev- 
-eral Judicial Districts, 

Messrs. Clark, Sadler and Brown, were appointed: ‘to. com-. 
yose said committee-of invitation. 

The committee repaired to the Senate Chamber, and, in-a 

sw minutes, returned and reported the duty assigned ‘them, 
- discharged. 

The Honorable members of the Senate with their President 

t their head, made their appearance at the bar of the House. 

The President of the Senate was invited to a seat by the 

‘Speaker of the House, and the Honorable Senators to seats 
prepared for them. 

The rolls of the Senate and House of Raseni “Wore 
then called, by their respective Clerks, and quorumis of each 
hody were found present. > - - 

The two Houses, in Joint session, then proceeded to busi- 
ness. 

The following sealed proposals, for the Public Printing, were 
then opened and severally read: 


AUSTIN, April lith 1846. 


Lo the Honorable the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 

In accordance with a Resolution of the Honorable the Legisle- 
ture of the State of Texas, to receive sealed proposals for the 
printing of the Laws and J ournals, of the first Legislature of. 
the State, the undersigned respectfully submits, for the consid- 


eration of- the honorable, the members, the -following proposi- 
tion: ~ 
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_i will print correctly,'on good paper, in a neat and workman. 
like manner, the Journals at one fourth of one cent, per page 
—the Laws at one eighth of one cent, per page. Which will - 
make the printing of a volume of the laws—of fifty pages 
cost the State six and one fourth cents. The page to be the 
same size, andthe type of the same character, (small pica) as 
the lawsand Journals of thelast Congress, The work tobe ready 
for delivery, within twenty or thirty days after the receipt of 
the last copy. For the faithful performance of which, bond 
and security will be.given if required. 

The undersigned further proposes, to publish all the laws of 
the Legislature,in the “Democratic Telegraph and Texas Regis- 
ter,’ free of expense to the State; which, from its extensive 
circulation, will give a general diffusion of the laws, and thus 
place within the reach of almost every citizen of the State, 
the means of understanding the laws under which they 
live; where, otherwise, they can only be found in the posses: 
sion of some few of the Government Officers. 

Respectfully, I have 
the honor to be, ete. 
(Signed) J. W. CRUGER. 


Crry or Ausim, 
April 13th 1846 $ 


To B. F. HILL, Esq., . 
Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives: 


Sir—I will execute the printing for the first Legislature of 
Texas, upon the following terms to wit: 

For the laws and other printing included in the Resolution 
of the Legislature, one fourth of one cent per page. ` 

For the Journals one third of one cent per page. 

I will perform the work in the shortest possible time, after 
the copy is delivered to me—on good type and in workman- 
like manner. . 
Yours, respectfully, 

(Signed) JOHN G. CHALMERS, 
Editor “ New Era.” 


To the Honorable the Senate - 
and House of Representatives: 
The undersigned propose to print Laws, Constitution, é&c. 
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4&c., as mentioned in a Resolution of your honorable body, for 
one sixth of one cent per page; and the Journals, of both Houses 
for one fourth of one per cent per page. 

Yours, respectfully, - 


(Signed) FORD & CRONICAN. 
Avsrin, April 11th 1846. ; l 


The two Houses then proceeded to the election (viva voce) 
of a Public Printer,, for the first Legislature of the State of 
Texas. l l 

` Messrs. Cruger,. Chalmers and Ford and Cronican, being in 
nomination. 

The Senate having voted, the Chief Clerk proceeded to call 
the roll of the House—the members voting as their respective 
names were called. 

Mr. Cruger received the votes of the following members: 

Messrs, Barry, Brown, Braneh, Burroughs, Charlton, Dick- 
son, Durham, Gray, Gillett, Gooch, Keenan, McFarland, Muck- 
leroy, Noble, Pease, Railey, Russeil, Smith of Harris and Sub- 

ett—i9. 

Dr. John G. Chalmers received the votes of the following 
members: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Clark, Cooke, Dupree, Holland, 
Howard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, Mabry, McGlarty, McCown, 
McCulloch, McNeill, Mullens, Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Rose, 
Ryburn, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Williams and Willie 
—26, 7 ~- 

Messrs. Ford and Cronican, received the votes of the follow- 
mg members; l 

Messrs. Bourland, Cronican, Echols, Edwards of San Au- 
gustine, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Eddy, Erath, Gilliam, Mil- 
ler, Milican, Ogden, Pattillo, Rayner, Sadler, Savage, Steven- 
son, Truitt and White—18. 

ÍN THE SENATE. 


Mr. Cruger received 8 votes. 
“ Chalmers 6 e 
Messrs. Ford & Cronican“ & s 
RSCAPITULATION. 
Mr, Gruger received 28 votes. 
“ Chalmers “ 32 £ 


Messrs, Ford & Cronican“ 22 * 
Neither of the candidates haying received a majority of all 


ie votes given, the two Houses proceeded to votea second 
ime, 
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Ow THE SECOND VOTING, 
Mr. Cruger received the votes ot the following members: 
Messrs. Branch, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Dickson, Dur- 
ham, Gray, Gillett, Muckleroy, Noble, Pease, Railey, Russell, 
Stewart, and Smith of Harris—15. i 
Dr. John G. Chalmers received the votes of the following 
members: ` 
` Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Cazneau, Clark, Cooke, Dupree, 
Gooch, Holland, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, 
- McClarty, McCown, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Mullens,. 
` Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Rose, Ryhurn, Swift, Williams and 
Willie—28. ` 

Messrs. Ford and Cronicen, received the votes of the follow- 
ing members: . 

Messrs. Barry, Bourland,’Cronican, Echols, Edwards of Na- 
cogdoches, Fdwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gilliam, 
Miller Milican, Ogden, Pattillo, Rayner, Sadler, Savage, Steven- 
son, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Truitt and White—21. 

IN roe Senate. 


Mr. Cruger received 7 votes. 
“ Chalmers s wi “sy 
Messrs. Ford & Cronican “5 s 
RECAPITULATIOX. 


Mr. Cruger received 22 votes. 
“ Chalmers s 35 £ 

Messrs. Ford &Cronican“26 ~“ 

Neither of the candidates having received a:majority of all 
the votes given, the two Houses proceedeéd to vote a third time. 

ON THE THIRD VOTING, 

Messrs. Ford and Cronican received the votes of the fob 
lowing members: 

Messrs. Barry, Branch, Bourland, Brown, Cronican, Dickson, 
Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, 
Kiddy, Erath, Gilliam, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Ogden, Pat- 
tillo, Rayner, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, Stevart, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Sublett,Truitt and White—28. 

Dr. John G. Chalmers received, the votes of the following 
members: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, ‘Cazneau, Clark, Cooke, Dupree, 
Durham, Gooch, Holland, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, 
Mabry, McClarty, McCown, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeil, 
Mollens, Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Rose, Swift, Williams and 
Willie—28. 

Mr. Cruger received the votes of the following members: 


+t 
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' Messrs. Burroughs, Chariton, Gray, Gillétt, Noble, Pease and 
Railey—7. F 

Jn THE SENATE. ; 

Messrs. Ford and Cronican received 8& votes. 


& 


Mr. Chalmers s 7 “ 
“ Cruger i 4 . 
RECAPITULATION. 
Messrs. Ford and Cronican received 36 ‘votes. 
` Mr. Chalmers’ cote 8385 “ 
“ Cruger e IL., * 


No selection having been made, the two Houses proceeded 
to vote a fourth time. Ue 

Mr. Gray withdrew the nomination.of Mr. J. W. Cruger. 

Mr. Jones proposed to amend the proposal of Mr. Chalmers, 
so as to read, “the one sixth of one cent; per page; or on the 
same terms that the Editors of the ‘Democrat’ propose.” - 

The Senate having veted, the House then proceeded to vote, 
as before, viva voce. 

_ ON HE FOURTH VOTING, f 

_ Messrs. Ford and Cronican received the votes of the follow-- 
ing members: * Do, i 
_ Messrs. Barry, Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Cron- 
ican, Dickson, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of 
San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gilliam, Miller, Milican, 
Muckleroy, Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Railey, Rayner, Russell, 
l Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, 
Sublett, Truitt and White—31. 

Dr. John G. Chalmers received the votes of the following 
members:. e ` 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Branch, Cazneau, Clark, Cooke, 
Dupree, Durham, Gooch, Holland, Howard, Hudson, Irion, 
Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, McCulloch, Me- 
Farland, McNeill, Mullens, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Redgate, 
Rose, Ryburn, Stewart, Swift, Williams and Wilie—32. 

; [s Tue SENATE. ; 
Messrs. Ford and Cronican received 11 votes. 


Mr. Chalmers í 9 * 7 
ReEcAPITULATION. 
, Messrs, Ford and Cronican received 42 “ 
Mr. Chalmers és 41. * 


Messrs. Ford and Cronican, having received a majority of 
all the votes given, were declared duly elected Public Printers, 
for the first Legislature of the State of Texas. 

Thè two Houses then proceeded to: the election of District 


a 
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Attorneys, for the several Judicial Districts of the State. 

The Districts were taken up in order. 

For rue Firat JupiciaL Diersicr. 
Mr. Perkins nominated Mr. Quinan. 
“ Rayner “ “ Waller. 

The two Houses then proceeded to vote, viva voce. - 

Mr. Quinan received the votes of the following members: 

Messrs. Barry, Bourland,Clark,Cronican, Edwards of Nacog- 
doches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, How- 
ard, Hudson, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McFarland, McNeill, - 
Miller, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rose, Russell, Sadler, Savage, 
Smith of Rusk, Swift and Sublett—27. : 

Mr. Waller received the votes of the following members: 

Messrs, Speaker, Adams, Branch, Brown, Burroughs, Caz- 
neau, Charlton, Cooke, Dupree. Durham, Echols, Gillett, Gil- 
liam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, McClarty, McCown, McCulloch, 
Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Railey, Rayner, 
Redgate, Ryburn, Stevenson, Smith of Harris, Truitt, White, 
Williams and Willie—34. 

In THE SENATE. 
Mr. Quinan received 7 votes 
“ Waller i 13 =“ 


RECAPITULATION. 
Afr. Quinan received 34 votes, 
“ Waller G 47 4 


Mr. Waller, having received a majority of all the votes giv» 
en, was declared duly elected District Attorney, of the first Ju- 

dicial District, for the next ensuing two years. 
Í For THE 8ECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 

Mr. McCulloch nominated Mr. Green. 

“ Mabry a “ Rector. 

- The roll was called, and the members proceeded to vote, as 
before, viva voce. 

Mr. Green received the votes of the following members: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Branch, Bourland, Brown, Cazneau, 
Charlton, Clark, Dupree, Durham, Edwards of San Augustine, 
Eddy, Erath, Gooch, Holland, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Jones; 
McClarty, McCulloch, Muckleroy, Mullens, Ogden, Pease, Per- 
ry, Railey, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Stevenson, Smith 
of Harris, Swift, Williams and Willie---36. 

Mr. Rector received the votes of the following members: 

Messrs, Barry, Burroughs, Cronican, Dickson, Echols, Ed- 
wards of Nacogdoches, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Keenan, Mabry, 
McCown, McFarland, McNeill, Milican, Noble, Pattillo, Per- 
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kins, Rayner, Sadlor, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Rask, Truitt 
and White—25. . 
. Ix Tue SENATE 


Mr. Green received 16 votes. 


* Reetor “ 4 « 
RecarrruLaTiox. j 

Mr. Green reeeived 52 votes. 

“ Rector “ 29 j“ 


Mr. Green having received a majority of all the votes gi ves, 
was declared duly elected District Attorney, of the second Ju- | 
deial District, for the next ersuing two years. 

l For tHe THIRD Jupicran Disrricr. 

Mr. Cooke nominated Mr. Thomas Johnson. 

« Erath “ “ N.C. Raymond. 

o“ Dupree “ “ Armstrong. l 

The roll was called, and the members proceeded to vote, as 
before, viva voce. 

Mr. Johnson received the votes of the following members: 

Messrs. Adams, Branch, Burroughs, Charlton, Cooke, Croni- 
can, Dickson, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Au- 
gustine, Gillett, Hollund, Jones, McFarland, McCown, M cCul- 
loch, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Ogden, Pattillo, 
Pease, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Sadler,Savage, Stewart, ‘Smith 
of Harris, Sublett and White—31. 

Mr. Raymond received ‘the votes of the following members: 

Messrs.. Erath, Gray, Mabry and Perkins—4, 

Mr. Armstrong received the votes of the following members: 

Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Cazneau, Clark, 
Dupree, Durham, Echols, Eddy, Gilliam, Gooeh, Howard, Hud- 
son, Irion, Keenan, McClarty, McNeill, Noble, Railey, Rayner, 
Bose, Ryburn,. Smith of Rusk, Swift, Truitt, Williams end 
Willie —28. ‘ 

Ix TaB SENATE. 

Mr. Johuson reeeived 14 vote, 


* Raymond “ 4 « 
% Armstrong “ 2 e 
: ReCAPITULATION. 
Mr. Johnson received 45 votes. 
“ Raymond “ 8 E 
* Armstrong “ 80 =“ 


Mr. Johnson having received a majority of all the votes 
given was declared duly elected District Attorney, of the third 
Judicial District, for the next ensuing two years. ` 
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For THE FOURTH Jopician Disrricr. 

Mr. Stevenson nominated Mr. Peterson. 

“ Rose “s “ Cunningham. - 

There being no other nominations, the House proceeded 
to yote. 

Mr. Peterson received the votes of the following members: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Branch, Brown, Cazneau, Charlton, 
Cooke, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Ebhols, Edwards of Nacog- 
doches, Edwards of San Augustine,. Eddy, Gilliam, Gooch, 
Holland, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, 
McCown, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, 
Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Red- 
gate, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett,. Truitt, White and Wil- 
lie—50. 

» Mr. Cunningham received:the votes of: the followmg mem- 
ers: 

Messrs. Barry, Bourland, Burroughs, Clark, Cronican, Erath, 
Gray, Gillett, McCulloch, MtFarland, Rose, Savage and Wil- 
llams—13. 

Ix rue. Sen ars. 

Mr. Peterson received 16 votes. 

* Cunningham “ 4 s 
RECAPITUDATION. 
fdr. Peterson received 66 votes. 
= Cunningham “ i17 ~“ 

Mr. Peterson haying received a majority of all the votes 
given, was deelared duly elected District Attorney, of the 
fourth Judicial District, for the next ensuing two years. 

. FOR THE rirra.JupieraL Disrrecr. 

Mr. Eddy nominated Mr. Kinsey. 

“ Edwards ¢ “- Ardry. 
= Burroughs. “ “© Hiawhon. 
“ Echols <  « f W. O. Hicks. 

There being no other nominations, the House proceeded to 
vote. 

Mr. Ardry receivedthe votes- of the following members: 

Messrs. Barry, Cazneau, Clark, Cooke, Dickson, Durham, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Gray, Holland, Howard, Jones, 
Keenan, McCown, MbCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, 
Muckleroy, Mullens, Pattillo, Pease, Perins, Ryburn, Sadler, 
Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Swift and Sub- 

ett— 30, i aa 

Mr. Lawhon received the-votes of the following members: 
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Messrs, Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch 
and Noble—7. i , 

Mr. Hicks received the votes of the following members: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Branch, Charlton, Cronican, Echols, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Erath, Irion, McClarty, Milican, 
Perry,.Railey, Rayner, Rose, Smith of Rusk, Truitt, White and 

- Mr. Kinsey received the votes of the following members: 
Messrs. Eddy, Hudson, Ogden—3. 
In tHe SENATE, 


Mr. Ardry received 10 votes. 


t Kinsey s 5. “ 

* Hicks # 5 s 
ReECARETULATION. 

Mr. Ardry received 40 - votes. 

é$ Kinsey <è 3 s6 

« Lawhon “ 7 i 

s- Hicks *# 24 * 


Mr. Ardry having received a majority of all the votes given, 
was declared. duly elected District Attorney, of the fifth Judi- 
cial District, far the next ensuing two years. 

EOR THE SIXTH alUDICIAL DISTRICT- 

Mr. Smith of. Rusk, nominated Mr. Mcflarty. 

“ Brown 5 “ Cage. 

There being:no.cther nominations the House proceeded to 
vote. 

Mg. McClarty received the-votes of the following: members: 

Messrs, Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Burroughs, @aznean, 
Clark, Gtonican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Gillett, 
Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Howard, frion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, 
. McFarland, MeNeill, Milican, Mullens, Noble, Ogden, Perry, 
Railey, Rose, Russell; Ryburn, Savage, Stevenson,, Stewart, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Truitt, White, Williams 
and Willie—42. l , 

Mr. Cage received the votes of the following members: 

Messrs. Brown, Charlton, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Hudson, Me@own, Me- 
Culloch,, Miller, Muckleroy, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Rayner, 
Sadler and Sablett—18. ` Sk 
. In Tae Sewage: 

Mr. McGlartyreceived 7 votes. 
s Gage "6 f {2 «- 
i i . R ECAPITULATION, 
Mr. McClartysreceived 49 -yotes.. p 
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“ Cage =) "30 & 
Mr. McClarty having received a majority of all the votes 
given, was declared duly elected District Attorney of the sixth 
Judicial District, for the next ensuing two years. - 


For THE sEvENTH Jupicran Diersicr. 
Mr. Keenan nominated Mr. Hay. 
* Chariton i s“ Palmer. 
There being no other nominations, the House proceeded to - 
vote. : 
Mr. Hay received the votes of the following members: 
Messrs. Adam, Barry, Burroughs, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, 
Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, 
Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Howard, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, 
McClarty, McCown, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, . 
Milican, Mullens, Noble, Ogden, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, 
Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith 
of Rusk, Sublett, White and Willie—42. 
Mr. Palmer received the votes of the following members: 
Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Brown, Cazneau, Charlton, Echols, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Gooch, Holland, Hudson, Jones, 
Muckleroy, Pattillo, Rayner, Rose, Savage, Smith of Harris, 
Truitt and Williams—1i9. l 
IN THE SENATE. 
Mr. Hay received 9 votes. 
s Palmer “ il « 


RECAPITULATION. 
Mr. Hay received 51 votës. 
“ Palmer * 30 =“ ; 


Mr. Hay, having received a majority of all the votes given, 
was declared, duly elected District Attorney, of the seventh 
Judicial District, for the next enswing two years. 

For tus 8TH Jupicrau Disrricr. 

Mr. Russell nominated Mr. Young. 

“ Rayner < Mr. John Smith. 

There being no other nominations, the House proceeded to 
yote. 

Mr. Young received the votes of the following members: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Bar 
roughs, Cazneau, Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Durham, Ed- 
wards of San Augustine, Eddy, Eratk, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, 
Gooch, Holland, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Keenan, McClarty 
McCown, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican 
Mullens, Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Railey, Russell, Ry- 
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purn, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith-of Rusk, Swift 
Sublett, Truitt, White and Williams—47. 

Mr. John Smith received the votes ef the following mem- 
bers : 

Messrs. Branch, Cooke, Dickson, Dupree, Edwards of Na- 
cogdoches, Jones, Mabry, Muckleroy, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, 
Rose, Sadler, Stevenson and Willie—15. - 

In THe SENATE. | 

Mr. Young received- 15 votes. 


és Smith [13 € 6 E (13 
. RECAPITULATION. es 
Mr. Young received 62 votes. 
“ Smith - 20 =“ 


Mr. Young, having received a majority of all the votes 
given, was declared, duly elected District Attorney, of the 
eighth Judicial District, ior the next ensuing two years. 

The elections having been gone through with,the Hon. Sen- 


ators retired.to their cwn clamber. 


On motion of Mr. Bourlend, the House then adjourned, un- 
{il 3 o’clock, r. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. | 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Burroughs,, Caz- 
neau, Charlton, Clark,- Cocoke, Crenican, Dickson, Dupree, 
Durham, Edwards of Nacogdeches, Edwards of San Augus- 
tine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, 
Hudson, Irion, Jones, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, McCulloch, 
McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, 
Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, 
Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith 
7 Ta Smith of Rusk, Swit, Truitt, White, Williams and 

itie. Ela 
. A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

A message was received from his Excellency, the Governor, 
informing the House that he had approved and signed the fol- 
lowing-bills: 

An act, to prescribe the time of the biennial meeting of the 
Legislature, of the State of Texas. 


: 
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An act to create the County of Limestone, and 

An act, defining the duties of the Gomptroller of Public Ac- 
counts, of the State of Texas. 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, organizing the Gounty Courts 
—having been made the special order, for to-day-—was taken 


up. 
Pr. Rose moved, to amend the bill, by striking out all, after 
the words, “and to try contested elections, for County Officers.” 

Mr. Gray moved, that a call of the House be made. 

Motion carried. . 

On motion of Mr. White, a further call of the House was 
suspended. aa ! 

The yeas and nays were then called, on the adoption of Mr., 
Rose’s amendment, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Brown, Cazneau, Clark, Edwards of Nacog- 
doches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gillett, Howard, 
Hudson, Irion, McGulloch, Pease, Perkins, Rose, Russell, Sad- 
ler, Swift. and White—18. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Burroughs, Charl- 
ton, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Erath, Gray, Gilliam, 
Gooch, Jones, Mabry, McCown, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, 
Milican, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Red- 
gate, Ryburn, Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Rusk, Truitt, White and Williams—3s6. i 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Pease moved, to amend the bill, by striking out the word, 
“also,” and inserting the words, “the Chief Justices of the 
County Court shall.” l 

The yeas and. nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. 
Pease’s amendment, and stood-as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Cazneau, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Eddy, Gillett, Howafd, Hudson, McCulloch, 
Miller, Pease, Perkins, Rose, Russell, Sadler, Swiff and Wil- 
liams—16. e 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Burroughs, 
Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Erath, 
Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Irion, Jones, Mabry, MeClarty, McCown, 
McFarland, McNeill, Milican,-Muckleroy, Myllens, Noble, Pat- 
tillo, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Ryburn, Savage, Stevenson, ' 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Truitt, White.and Willie—38. ` 

So the amendment was rejected. l i 

Mr. Eddy moved to amend the bill by inserting the words 
“ said Commissioners shall not be allowed to make any charge 
while sitting as a Probate Court.’ 
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The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mi. Eddy’s ` 
amendment, and stood as follows:: ; 

Yeas. Messrs. Brown, Cazneau, Clark, Edwards of Nacog- 
doches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gillett, Howard, 
Hudson, Irion, Jones, McCulloch;Pattillo; Pease, Perkins, Rose, 
Sadler, Swift, Williams and Willie+-20. 

Nays.—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Burroughs, Charl- 
ton, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson,» Dupree, Krath, Gray, Gilliam, 


Gooch, Mabry, McCown, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, 


Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble,.Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, 
Ryburn, Savage, Stewart,.Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, 
Truitt and White-—33 ; 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Mabry mioved,.that the sense of the House be taken on. 
the previous question: . i 

Motion lost. ; 

Mr. Pattillo moved, to amend the bill, by striking out the. 
words, “four years,” and inserting “two years,” in lieu thereof. 

Amendment adopted. 
, ~ Gillett offered the following as an amendment ta the 

ill: 

Strikeout the words “Chief Justice,” and. insert therwords, 
“County Court,” after the word “appoint.” - 

Amendment adopted. i er. 
£ Mr. Gillett then moved to amend the bill,. by striking out 
the words, “one-half,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, the words, 
“not to exceed the amount of tax, assessed by-the State.” 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. Gil- 
lett’s.amendment and stood as follows:: . 

Yeas.—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Cazneau, Charlton, 


“Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Gillett, Gilliam, HoHand, 


McClarty, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Mullens, Perry, Railey, 
Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Savage, Swift, White and Williams— - 


Nays.—Messrs. Bourland,, Brown, Burroughs, Clark, Ed- 
wards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Erath, 
Gray, Gooch, Irion, Jones, Mabry, McCown, „McCulloch, Mili-- 
can, Muckleroy, Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Russell, Ry:- 
burn,Sadley; Stewart, Smith of Harris, Truitt and Willie—27. 

So the Amendment was rejected. | y 
a Rose offered.the following, as an amendment to the 

ills. z l l 

Insert the words,. “and to try civil actions, in causes under 

three hundred dollars; aud a jury shall be empannelled, to try" 
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ail issues of fact, at the suggestion of either- party—whether ` 
in relation to successions, or in civil suits.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Wille oferel the following as an amendment, tothe bill: 

Insert the words, “the County Courts shall cause to be pub- 

lished, in some newspaper, nearest the county seat of their 

halls counties, within twenty days after the county tax 
as been levied, an advertisemenit—showing what amount of 

tax has been, by them fixed, as the county tax for that year.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Gray offrred the fellowing, as a substitute for the 8th 
section of the bill: 

“That the Coun‘y Courts, of each county, may draw, each 
vear, from the collector of Siste taxes, in the county, a sum, net 
exceeding one half of the amount, levied and collected, in that 
county, for the State. 

Substitute rejected. 

Mr. Miller moved, to amend the bill, by striking out the 
is “ono-baln” and inserting, in their stead, “thfee-fourths.” 
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Amendment rejected. 

Bir, Perkins moved, to amend the eighth section of the bill 
by sriking oul tue words, “and collect.” 

Amenamont raz octe d. 

afp. Bessi moved hat the sense of the House be now tak- 
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en, on the prey 
Motion Gurricc 
(uc: sion —Shall e bill now under censideration of the 
House, be engros iar > l 

Tho yeas and nays were called thercon, and stood as follows: 

Vees.—Meawzs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Burroughs, Cooke, - 
Grenican, Dickron, Dupree, Durham, Erath, Gray, Gilliam, 
Cope. Mabry, MeClart oe McFarland, MoNeill, Mili 

Pie 
Can, Muchleroy, Mullone Noble, Pattillo, Rail ey, Rayner, Red- 
gate, Russell, Ryburn, í Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith 
of Russ, Williams ond White—34. 

Ways,—iiessrs. Cazneau, Charlton, Clark, Edwards of San 
Augustine, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Eddy, Gillett, Howard, 
Pion, J Jones, Miller, Pease, Porkins, Per Y, Rose, § Sadler, Swit. 
tun! lett, Truitt and Willie—29. 

So the question was decided in the affirmative, and the bul 
ordered tq be engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to organize the militia of the 
ptate of Texas was Haen up; 

Read a third time and passed. 


qu Gis tion, 
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Mr. Gillett introduced “An amendment to the Consiitution— 
providing for the election of Judges.” 
' Which was read a first time. è 

On motion of Mr. McCown,. the House adjourned, until to~ 
morrow, nine o'clock, A. 1 o’ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, P 
. Ciry or AUSTIN, TUESDAY, 7° 
April 14th 1846; { 
The House met, pursuant to adjournment. __ . 
The roll was called, and the following members answered 
' to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry Branch, Brown, Burroughs; 
Cazneau, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, 
Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San 
Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooeh, Hol- 
land, foward, Hudson, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, Me- 
Gown, McCullech, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muck- 
leroy, Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, 

ledgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Swift, Truitt; White, 
Wiliams and Wille.. a 

A quorum being present, the House procesded to business. 

Mr. Perkins moved, that the reading of the Journal of yes- 
terday, be suspended, until to-morrow, the 15th inst. 

Motion carried. . 

Mr. Howard presented the petition of Chancy Johnson and 
James S. Johnson—praying for relief. 

Petition read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Howard, referred toa seleet committee. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Howard, Rose, Brown, Me- 
Farland and Adams, to compose said committee.. 

Mr. Dupree introduced a “Resolution, fixing the adjourn- 
ment of the two Houses, sine die on the 20th inst. l 

Resolution read a first time. 

Mr. Perkins moved. that the rule of the House, requiring 
resolutions to lie on the table, one day, for consideration, be 
suspended. 

Motion lost. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the resolution, (introduced by Mr, 
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“Cooke, on a previous day,) fixing the adjournment, sine die, of 
the two Houses of the Legislature, on the day of April,” 
was taken up. = _ 

Mr. Perkins moved that the blank before the word “April,” 
be filled with the words “twenty-seventh.” 

Mr. Williams offered the following, as a-substitute for the 
resolution: l 

“Resolved, That with the coneurrence of the Senate, the 
two Houses of the Legislature «will-stand adjourned, on to- 
day, sine die.” ° 

Substitute rejected. 

Mr. Erath offered the following, as a substitute for the resolu- 
tion: 

“Resolved, That, with the concurrence of the Senate, the 
two Houses of the Legislature adjourn, sine die, on Monday, 
the fourth of May, 1846.” | 

Mr. Gilliam offered the following, as an amendment to the 
substitute: 

“Be wz further Resolved, That this joint resolution is, hereby, 
declared irrevocable.” 

Mr. Durham moved, that the House take up the previous 
question. 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, a call ef the House was made. 

Mr. Rose moved, that Messrs. Bourland and Mullens be.ek- 
cused from attending the House to-day. 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Rose, a further cali of the House ‘was 
suspended. 

Mr. Warre i tue Oaar. 

Mr. Russell offered a stibstitute for the resolution. 

Mr. Williams moved, that the resolution, substitutes and 
amendments, be laid-upon the table. 

The Chair decided the motion out of order. 

Mr. Williams appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

The sense ‘ef the House was taken, thereon, and the decis- 
ion of the Chair sustained. 

Mr. Brown moved, ‘that the blank in the original reso- 
cee be filled with the word“thirtieth,” before the word 
‘ pri kii d 

Mr. Gillett moved, to fill the blank With the words, “fifteenth 
of May.” 

The question then arose, as to what was the previous.ques- * 
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The Chair decided, that the filling of the Blank, in the orig- 
inal resolution, with the words “twenty-seventh,” was the pre- 
vious question. i i 

Mr. Ogden appealed from the decision‘ef the Chair. 

The sense of the House was taken, thereon, and the appeal 
from the decision of the:Chair sustained. 

The yeas and nays were then called on the motion to fill the 
blank, in the resolution, with the words “thethirtieth,” before 
the word “April and stood as follows: 

Messrs. Adams, Brown, Burroughs, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, 
Durham, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augus- 
tine, Eddy, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Mabry, Mc- 
Culloch, McFarland, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Pattillo, Pease, 
, Perkins, Rose, Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Swift, Sublett, Will- 
iams and ‘Willie—33. 

Nays—Messrs, Speaker, Branch, Cazneau, Charlton, Dick- 
son, Dupree, Echols, Erath, Holland, Irion, McClarty, McCown, 
McNeill, Noble, Ogden, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rus- 
sell, Ryburn, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Truitt and White 
—25. 

So the motion was carried. . 

, Mr. Rose offered the following as an amendment to the reso- 
ution: 

“And that no new business be received łn either House— 
except reports from committees, upon references made to them; 
and except a fee bill and a general appropriation bill—after the 
eighteenth inst. - 

Amendment rejected. 

Question—Shall the resolution, now under consideration ot 
the House, be adopted? l 

he question was decided in the afirmative, and the resolu- 
tion adopted. 

On motion, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, to be entitled, “An Act for the relief of John Kar- 
ner,” was taken up, l 

Read a third time, and passed. . 

By leave, Mr. Rose thtroduced the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That, with the concurrence of the Senate, no new 
business—except reports of committees, upon references made 
before the eighteenth inst—wwill be received after that day; 
other than a general fee bill and an appropriation bill.” 
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Resolution read, and laid upon the table, one day, for con- 
sideration. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An Act regulating Pilots,” was taken . 
up—with the report theréon, made by the committee on State 
Affairs. 

Report read, and the amendments therein proposed, adopted. 

Mr. Burroughs moved that the bill be passed to a third read- 
ing. 

Mofion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the rule of the House, require- 
in bills to be read on three several days, was suspended. l 

The bill was then read a third time, by it caption, and pass- 
ed, i , 

Mr. Stewart, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An - 
Act, making appropriations, for the years 1846 and 1847.” 

Bill read a first time. . os 

Mr. Stewart moved, that the rule of the House, requiring 
bills to be read on three several days, be suspended. 

Motion carried. 

The bill was then read a second time. 

Mr. Branch moved that the bill be referred’to a select com- 
mittee; and that the Senate be requested to appoint a like com- 
mittee, to act in conjunction with that of the House. 

Motion carried. a. i , 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Branch, Ogden, McNeill, . 
Echols and Smith of Harris, to compose said committee. _ 

A ‘bill, to be entitled, “An Act to incorporate the City of 
Corpus Christi,” was taken up, 

Read a thirdtime and passed. l 

A bill, to be entitled, “An Act to provide for the registration 
of Deeds and other instruments, executed out of the State of 
Texas,” wastaken up, __ í 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An Act, to have the lines run, between 
the counties of Robertson and Limestone; Robertson and Na- 
varro, and Leon and Navarro,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An Act, to establish-and define the 
limits of San Patricio county,” was take up, with the amend- 
ments, thereto, offéred‘by the Senate. , 

Ameridments read’ and concurred in. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An Act, to provide for disposing of a 
portion of the Public Buildings, in the City of Austin,”—was 
taken up, with the amendments thereto; offered by: the- Senate. | 
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The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of the Sen- 
te’s amendments, and stood as follows: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke 
Dupree, Durham, Eddy, "rath, Howard, Hudson, Trion, Keen- 

‘an, Mabry, Mi Cown, MeCalloch, McFarland, McN eill, Miller, 
Muckleroy, Ogden, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, z 
Rose, Russell, ‘Ryburn, Stevenson, Smith of Rusk, Swift,. White, 
Williams and Willic—35. ; 

Nays.—Messrs. Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Clark, Dickson, 
Echols. Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of san Augustine, 
Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith 
of Harris, and Truitt—17. 

So the Senate’s amendments were ‘adopted. 

, A bill, to be entitled, “An Act, to release the county of 
F annin, from a portion of the debt, due by the counties of 
Grayson, Denton and Hunt,’ —was taken up, with the amend- 
.ments thereto, offered by the Senate. 

Amendments read and concurred in. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An Act, to pr ovide for the change of 
venue, iw civjl and criminal cases,”—-was taken up, with the 
report ‘thereon, made by the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Willie moved, that the bill and report be laid upon the 
table, unt Saturday next. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Howard moved, that the bill be re-committed to the. 
committee on the ‘judiciary. 

Motion carried. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An Act, to provide for the publication 
of the law, "was taken up, together with the report of the 
committee on the judiciary, thereon. 

Report read and adopted. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Rose, by leave, introduced a Ill, to be entitled, “An Act, 
supplemental to an act, dividing the State. into eight Judicial 
Districts.” 

ne read a first time. 

A “Joint resolution, granting permission to parties, petition- 
ing the Legislature, to withdraw their memorials,” was taken . 
up, and 

. Read a first time. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An Act, authorizing the seca Oo! 
J udicial proceedings, from old to new counties,” was taken uj, . 
an 


Read a first time. 
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A bill, to'be entitled, “An Act, authorizing ‘the Governor to 
demand and receive, any money, due the State of Texas, by 
the Government of the United States,” was taken up, and 

Read a first time. i l 

A bill, to-be entitled, “An Act, authorising plaintiffs and de- 
fendants, or their attorneys, to file briefs in the Supreme Court 
—which shall be taken as an appearance,’—was taken up, 
und 

Read a first.time. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An Act, to secure.to the volunteers in 
the Naval service, their bounty land,” was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An Act, to vest in the State, escheated 
property,” was taken up, and 

Read a first time. l 

Mr. Echols moved, that the House adjourn, until half past 
3 o'clock, P. x. i 

Motion lost. 

The “Resolution, requiring each member, to rise in his.place, 
when he addresses the Speaker,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Rayner moved that the resolution be laid upon the table. 

Motion lost. i 

Mr. Williams moved, to amend the resolution, by ‘inserting 
the following: 

“That every member keep his place, or be considered out of 
order.” 

Amendment rejected. . ; 

Mr. Dupree offered the following, as‘an anrendment to the 
resolution: 

“That no member be allowed to sit ‘cross legged, or put his 


legs upon his table, so ag to obstruct a passage between the 
tables ” bd : 


Amendment rejected. . 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the resolution was laid upon the 
table, until the first day of August. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to authorize the settlement of 
disputes, by arbitration or conciliation,” was taken up, togeth- 
èr with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, thereon. 

Report read and adopted; and, 

On motion, the bill was passed to a third reading. 


Mr. Durham moved, that the House adjourn, until three 
o'clock r. m. 


Motion lost. 


4 


* 
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A bill, to be entitled, “An act, for the relief of the citizens 
of Springfield, Limestone county,” was taken up, together with 
the report of the select-committee, thereon, 

Report read; and, 

On motion of Mr. Br anch, the bill arid report were refer- 
red to the committee on the J udiciary. 

On motion.of Mr. Ogden, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock P. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M: 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment ; 

"The roll was called; and a quorum being present, 

The House proceeded to business. 

Mr. Gray introduced a bill, to be- entitled, “An aot, to regu- 
late the practice of Attorneys and Counsellors at Law.” 

Billread a first time. 

Mr. Rose introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, proposing 
an amendment to the Constitution.” 

a Bill read a first time. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to prohibit free negroes from 
settling within this State—south of latitude 36°, 30’,’ was ta- 
ken up, with the report of the committee onthe J udiciary, 
thereon. 

Mr..Miller moved that the words, “south of 36°, 307? be 
stricken out of the bill. 

Amendment.adopted. ‘ 

Mr. Rose. offered to amend the bill, by striking out the words, 
pt years,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, the words: “for 

ife 

Amendment adopted. . j 

On motion, the amendments, proposed by the committee on 
the judiciary, were 

Read and adopted; and 

On further motion, the bill was ordered to-be engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the ‘La Grange 
Female Institute,” was taken up, and 

ead a second time. 

n motion, the bill was referred to the committee on Edu- 
ca lon. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, describing ad defining the 


mode of establishing land certificates,” was taken up, and 
ead a second times 
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On motion of Mr. Mabry, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. - 

A bill, to-be entitled, “And act, to provide for the. removal 
ef records of administrations, tọ new counties,” was taken 
up, together with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, 
thereon. 

Report read and adopted; and 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to define the boundaries of 
Rusk county,” was taken un, and 

Read a second time. os 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to organize certain offices, sub- 
ordinate to the General’ Land Office, was taken up. x 

On motien of Mr. Rose, the bill was laid upon the table. 

A. bill, to be entitled. “An act, to authorize Inglis Oliver, to 
reside permanently in Red River county,” was taken up, to- 
gether with the report thereon, made by the committee on State 
Affairs. 

Report read, and the amendments, recommended therein, 
adopted. 

Mr. Rose moved that the bill be referred to the committees 
on the Judiciary. 

Motion lost. | 

Mr. Gilliam moved to amend the bill, by striking out the 
words, “sue and be sued.” 

Amendment adopted; and 

On further motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled, “Am act, requiring the counties of La 
Vaca, De Witt and Guadalupe, to pay a portion of the debts 
of the counties from which they were taken,” was taken up; 
afid | 

Read a second time. -t , 

Mr. Swift moved that the bill be referred. to the eommittee 
on the Judiciary. 

Motion lost. - 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to prevent slaves from carry- 
ing fire-arms,” was taken up; and ` 

Read a second time. l 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on State Afairs. , o 

A “Joint resolution, granting the Hon. John Hemphill leave 
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of absence from the State,” was taken up, and 

Read a second fime. ` f 

Mr. Gray offered the following, as an amendment fo the res- 
olution: 

“Provided, however, that he shall first give his aidin digest- 
ing the laws, as provided in the law on the subject.” 

Amendment rejected. . 

Mr. Miller offered the following, as an amendment to the 
resolution: ao 
“Provided, he shall first hold a term of the Supreme Court.” 
Amendment rejected; and 
‘On motion, the Joint resolution was ordered to be engross- 
ed. ae 
A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to require the county Survey- 

or, of Liberty county, to furnish the County Surveyor of Tyler 
county, with a complete map of the surveyed lands of said 
county, was taken up, and i 
Read a second time. 
- On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. . 
A bill, to be entitled, “An act, providing for the collection of 
| costs, in the District Courts, was taken up; and 
_ Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. fate y . 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, requiring juries in certain 
criminal cases, to assess the fine to be imposed, or punishment 
to be inflicied,” was taken up; and 
Read a second time. 

Qn motion of Mr. Gillett, the bill was ordered to be engross- 


io 


ed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, regulating pétitions to the 
Legislature,” was taken up; and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, the bill was laid upon the table. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, requiring the counties of Polk 
and Tyler, to pay a portion of the debt of Liberty county,” was 
taken up; and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

_ A bill, to be entitled, “An act, regulating the office of County 
Treasurer; was taken up; and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, requiring the county of 
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Grimes, to pay a portion of the debt of Montgomery. county, 
was taken up; and 

Read a second time.. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the bill was. ER to bie. en- 
grossed. 

A bill, to be entitled;.“An.act concerning: fraudulent Land. 
Certificates, ? was taken up; and 

Read a.second time. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the: ball’ was referred to the 
committee-on Public Lands. 

A bill,.to be entitled, “An act, requiring the Courts of the 
county ‘of Tyler,'to be holden at/Town Bluff, in. said coun- 
ty,” was taken up; and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, the bill was BE to be en: 
grossed. 

A.bill, to-be entitled, “Am: act, regulating Elections,” was 
taken up; and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. White proposed to amend: the bill, by striking out the 
words, “not more than one.’ 

Amendment adopted. 

On motion, the bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Cazneau moved that the vote of the House, referring: a 
bill to be entitled, “An act, concerning traudulent Land Cer, 
tificates,” to the committee. on Public Lands, be reconsidered. 

Motion: carried. 

On further motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill was referred to 
the committee onthe Judiciary. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, creating the office of Public 
Weighers, ” was taken up, together with.the report of the: se- 
lect committee, thereon. 

oe read, and the amendments therein proposed, adopt- 
e 

Mr. Durham moved that the bill be laid upon the table. 

Motion lost. : 
X T Rose offered the following, as.an amendment to, the 

4 

“Strike out the words, ‘it shall be thé duty,’ and insert, im lieu 
thereof, the words, ‘may in their diseretion.’” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Durham moved:that the pill be taid- upon thé table, .un- 
til the first of June, - 

Motion lost, 
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Mr. Rose moved to amend the bill, by striking out that part 
of the third section, giving the weighers a discretion in weigh- 
ing wet cotton. ; 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Durham moved that the caption of the bill be stricken 
out. | 

Motion lost.. © l 

Mr. Perkins moved, that the bill be indéfinitely postponed. 

Mr. Edwards-of San Augustine, moved:that a call: of the 
House be made. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Barry-moved, that a further call of the- House be sus- 
pended, i 

Motion carried. 

The yeas and nays-were then called, on the indefinite post- - 
ponement of the bill, and stood as follows: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Branch, Brown, Durham, Eddy; Hudson, 
Irion, Miller, Muckleray, Mullens, Pattillo, Perkins;. Rayner, 
Redgate, Smith of Harris, and White——15. 

Nays.—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Cazneau, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Dickson,. Echols, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, 
Gooch, Holland, Howard, Jones,.Keenan, Mabry, McCown, 
McFarland, McNeill, Milican, Ogden, Pease, Perry, Rose, Ry- 
Pa Savage, Stewart, Smith of. Rusk, Swift, Truitt and Wil- 

e—39, . 

So the House refused to indefinitely postpone the bill. 

Mr. Rose offered the following, as an amendment to the bill: 

“Be it further enacted, That no person shall. be bound to 
have any cotton, or other produce, weighed, by any such Public 

eighers; but may make any such arrangement, in relation 
thereto, as may be agreed on between parties.” 

Amendment read and adopted. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, Messrs:. Smith of Rusk, Truitt, 
Echols, McClarty and Holland, were added to the.committee 
on Internal Improvements. ; 

On motion of Mr. Mabry, the House adjourned, until to- 
morrow, nine o'clock, A. M. 


e 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Crry or Austin, WEDNESDAY, 
i April 15th, 1846. 

The House met, pursnant to adjournment. i 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: ; 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, 
Clark, Cooke, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacog- 
doches, Eddy, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Hudson, Irion, 
Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, McFarland, McNeill, | 
Miller, Milican, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, 
Redgate, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of 
Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Truitt, White, Williams and Willie. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journals of the two preceeding days were read and 
adopted. 

Mr. Stewart, chairman, of the committee on Finance, made 
two several reports, which were received, and laid upon the 
table, to come up with the orders of the day. 

[The first of these reports was made upon a bill, to be enti- 
tled, An act, defining the duties of Assessors, &c. The second, 
related to a bill, to be entitled, An act, defining the duties of 
Collectors of direct taxes. Neither of them, however, were 
transcribed into the Journal; and copies cannot be furnished 
for publication, as the originals were misplaced. | 


7” “Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 


the following report: 
COMMITTEE Room, 
April 14th 1846. 
Lo the Honorable Speaker ; 
of the House of Representatives : - 

The committee on the Judiciary, in pursuance of the Resolu- 
tion (of the House) instructing them to enquire into the expe- 
diency of a law, to establish limited partnerships—with leave 
to report thereon, by bill or otherwise—beg leave to submit 
the following report: 

They consider the enactment of such a law, to be a measure 
of great importance. Under such a law, much good will re- 
sult to the community, by the investment of capital, in va 
rious kinds of enterprises; and will also relieve the Legisla- 
ture from a vast amount of labor and legislation, in the con- 
pideration and enactment of laws creating private Corpora- 
LLONg, 


© 


` To the Honorable Speaker 
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They report the enclosed bill, te be entitled, An act, for the 
regulation of limited partnerships; the provisions of which, 
founded on the civil law, have been found to work well in 
-other States. 

[Signed] _ " P, W. GRAY, 

; ‘Chairman. 
Which report was read and received; and 
A bill, to be entitled, An act, to regulate limited partner- 

ships, was i ee 

Read a first time. l oS" 


5 
7 


Papers. See, 


Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee, also made the follow- 
ing report: ` 
CommırreE Room, 

April 14th 1846, 


of the House of Representatives: ° 
The ‘committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 


` bill, te be entitled, An act, to make provision for public Edu- 


cation, have considered the same; and instruct me to report, 
that, on examination of the laws, passed by the Congress of 
the Republic, for the support of a system of Education, they 
find that -appropriations were made, to each-of the counties, 
existing under the Republic, of four leagues of land. Those 
laws direct, that the County Court of ‘each county, shall have 
the lands located and the titles perfected; and that they shall, 
also, manage the same for the support of the schools, in their 
respective counties. The committee believe, that, under these 
laws, the-right torfour leagues of land is vested in the County 
Court of each of the old counties, as trustees, for the benefit 
of the people; and, consequently, that the Legislature cannot 


_ transfer the right ta other trustees, without the consent cf the 


beneficiaries—the people of each county. j 

The committee are informed, that not more than eight or 
ten of the counties, have had the title to their portion of land 
perfected. - Beyond this peint, none have gone. Nota Public 
School has been established, or attempted to be established, 
out of the means-to be furnished from these lands. The gys- 
tem, therefore, is practically deficient; and, in the opinion of 


bs 
Vw 


the committee, will never be preductive of good, as long as the. 


lands aré left. under the control of each County Court. More- 
over, difficulties will, probably, hereafter arise, between the old 
and new counties—as to their rights to the lands, or in making 
divisions of it. If it be possible, then, under the law, to have 
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ihe whole thrown into a general -fund, under the control of a 
General Board of School Commissioners, it ought to be:done.—. 
This can only be accomplished, by submitting the matter to 
the people of each ceunty, for their assent or refusal; at an 
election. ©  . 

As to the fifty leagues of land, heretofore appropriated for 
Colleges, that cpproprtation is new under the control of the Leg- 
islature; and ought te be vested in a. Board, whose duty it 
shall be, to see to the management of it, for.the benefit and 
support of Free Publie Schools. . 

The committee, in pursuance of these views, propose the 
following amendments to the bill:: 1st.. Insert the follewing, 
as a substitute for the first section of the bill: | 

“ That the fifty. leagues of land, heretofore appropriated by 
the Gongress of the Republic, for the establishment of Golleges 
or Universities, and such lands as-may be, hereafter, donated, 
or granted, by the State or- individuals, for the purposes of 
public Education, aad the titles,to such lands, shall be, and 
are, hereby, vested in the Governor; Secretary of State and 
Commissioner of the Genera] Land Offiee, and.their successors 
in effice,as Trustees—with thename of the Scheol Commissioners 
_ of Texas—for.the benefit and support of Free Public Sehools, 
throughout the State: subject, however,in their action, to the 
control of the Legislature.” 

gd. In the 2d and 3d lines of the 2d Section; strike out the 
words, “ all appropriations of lands, made by the Republic of 
Texas,” and insert, in,lieu thereof, the words, “the lands speci- 
fied in the first section, and such other lands, or right to lands, 
which may be acquired under the provisions of this act.” 

ed, Insert, as the 5th seetion of the bill, the following: 

“Seorion 57s, That it is, hereby, recommended, to the peo- 
~ pie of the several counties in the State, that they surrender, to 
the School Commissioners.of Texas, the right to the four leagues 


a 


of land, heretofore appropriated, by the Congress of the Re- — 


public, to the several counties—im order that the same may be 
administered under-the authority of the Legislature, for their 
benefit—-with the guaranty, that the proceeds, of the leases of 
such lands, shall be appropriated, by: the School Commission- 
ers, for the support of Free Public Schools, in the- county by 
which the surrender may be made.” 

4th. Insert the following, as the 6th.section of the bill: 

“Ssorion Gra. That it shall-be the duty of the Chief Justice 
of each county, to order an-election in his county, on the second 


Monday of July, at which. the. people, of each.county, shall 
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vote; by ballot, on therproposition set forth in the:preceeding 
section, for their acceptance or rejection: at which‘election, 
each elector, who-is in favor of the proposition; shall write on 
his ballot—surrender; and those opposed—xo surrender; and, : 
in other respects, the election shall be-condiicted according to 
the laws regulating elections. And,if.upon the returns being - 
made, ii. shall appear that a majority.aredn favor of a sur- 
render, the chief Justice. and any.two Commissioners of" the 
` county; shall execute a transfer;of the title of the School 
Lands of their county, to the School von EieriOE cre of Texas, 
appointed by-this act.” 

5th. Change the number of. “ Section 5th” to “ Section 7th.” 

With which amendments, ae committee recommend the 
passage of the-bill. 

[Signed] P. W. GRAY, 
Chairman. 

Which report, pill ond amendments, were received, and laid 
upon the table, to.come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Clark, Chairman of the .committee on State Affairs, 
made a report, relative to a “Joint Resolution, instructing eur 
Senators, and requesting ourRepresentatives, in the Congress- 
of the United States, to proeure the establishment of certain 
mail routes ;” ‘which.report was read:and received, and?.laid 
upon the table,-to.come up with the orders of the day. 

[The original.of this report was, also, misplaced ;:and, no 
transcript of it having been made, into the J ournal,. a copy 
cannot be furnished for publication. | 

My. Clark, Chairman of the committee on State. Affairs, also 
made:the following report: | 


Comurrran-Room, 
April 14th; 1846. 


To-the Honorable Wm. E< Crump, . l 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 5 


The committec on State Affairs, have. examined a bill, to be 
entitled, An act, to incorporate the city of Austin, and have 
made the ‘following amendments thereto, to wit: 

Strike out the word “county,” in the fourth line of the eighth 
Section, and insert, in lieu thereof, the words, “ Corporate Jimits 
of said city.” 

Strike out all, after the word,'“Security,” in-the third. line.of 
the severiteenth section, and insert, in lieu. thereof, the words, 
“in such sum as the: City Council shall direct—and. ‘subject-to. 
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their approval—payable to the Chief Justice of Travis county 
and his successors in office.” 

With which amendments, they herewith return said bill, 
and recommend its passage. 

The undersigned objects to so much of the twentieth section 
of said act, as precludes persons who are not possessed of real 
estate—either in their own right, or as tenants—within the 
«corporate limits of said city, from voting. 

[Signed] E. CLARK, 
Chairman. 

Report, bill and amendments received, and laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up withthe orders of the day. 

Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs, are 
made the following report : 


COMMITTEE Room, } 
April 14th, 1846. 4 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on State Affairs herewith return to the House, 
a “ Resolution, requiring them to enquire into the expediency 
and practicability, of the present Legislature establishing a 
Penitentiary ”"—together with.a bill, ‘designed to carry out the 
object of said Resolution. 

The bill exhibits the manner, in-which it is proposed to build 

said Penitentiary; and, it is ‘believed bya majority of the 
community, that, with a ‘small appropriation, to commence the 
building, it can ‘be accomplished, ‘in the way designed. They 
have said nothing, in the bill, in relation to the government 
and regulation of said Penitentiary—believing that that would, 
more properly, be provided for in a separate and distinct act 
—nor do they flatter themselves that the bill is altogether suf- - 
ficient for the ends aimed at. 

All of which, is respectfully submitted. 

[Signed] E. CLARK, 
, ; Chairman. 

Which report was read and received; and 

A bil, to be entitled, An act, to establish a Penitentiary,” 

Read a first time. 

A message was received from the the Senate, informing the 
Jouse, of the concurrence of that hody, in the amendments of 
the House, to 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, organizing the militia; and 

A piti, tobe entitled, An act, regulating Pilots. 
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The House was also informed, that the Senate had passed 
the following bills: 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, to organize Probate Courts; 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, ta provide for fixing the county 
seat of J ustice, of the county of Grimes; with amendments ; ; 

A bill, to be entitled, An act; to establisil. tHe _county of 
Nueces; 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, to reqnire the county of Whar- 
ton, to pay a portion of the debt of the counties of Colorado and | 
Matagorda ; ; 

A bill, tobe entitled, An act; establishing tlie seat of Justice 
of Dallas count r 

A bill; to be entitled, An: act; authorizing the Governor to 
offer rewards for fugitives ; ; 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, establishing the seat of Justice 
of Limestone county ;- 

A bill, to be entitled, An act; defining tiie: ‘limits of Nacogde- 
‘ches county ; ; 

A bill, to be entitled, An act,.creating the county of Angeli- 
na, with amendments : 

x bil, to be entitled, An act; to gsuthorize Chief Justices, 
elected on the first Monday i in February last, to continue in 
office, until their successors: are elécted, with amendments ; 
and 

A.bill, to Be entitled; An act; to authorize and require the 
Governor, to cause the Constitution and certain laws of the 
State, to be translated into the German:‘language ; and to pro- 
mulgate the same. 

Mr. Keenan, Chairman of the committee on Education, made 
the following report: 
` To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 

Speaker: of the House of Representatives : 

- Your committee, to whom was referred a bill,to be entitled, 
An act, to incorporate the La Grange Female ‘Tnstitute, have 
had. the same under consider ation ;- and’ instruct me to report 
. it back to the House, and to recommend it ee gages 

[Signed], G. KEENAN, 
Chairman, 

Which report was read‘and adtpted 

Mr. Irion, Chairman of the committee on County Bounda- 
ries, made the following report :- 

To the Honorable the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 
The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was ftetival 
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va bill, to be entitled, An act, to create the county of Hender- 
son, respectfully submit, that they have -hdd the~sameé-under 
consideration, :and beg leave to report a substitute tor the 
originalbill, and recommend its: passage, in-Heu thereof. 

All of which-is ‘respectfully submitted. 

[Signed] VAN R. IRION, 
Chairman, 

Which report was read arid adopted; and 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, creating the county of Hender- 
son, (being the substitute offered by the committee,) was 

.Read a second time. l 

‘Mr. Brown moved, that the rule of the House; requiring bills 
to be. read on three several days, be suspended. 

Motion carried; and the bill wasread a third time.and passed. 

Mr. Holland, Chairman of the committee on Pxblic Lands, 
made the following report: 

To the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 

Sir—Your committee on Public Lands have had eonsidera- 
tion of the Senate’s bill, to be entitled, An act, requiring Coun- 
ty Surveyors to record certain field notes, 

‘The committee have examined the law, under «which the 
surveys, desired to be recorded, have been made; _and find the 
law is deficient in providing fer the record of the field notes 
referred to. *Fhey, therefore, recommend the passage of the 
bill, with the following amendment to the caption.of the same: 
' Add, after the.words, “fiekil notes,” the words,“ of surveys 
made under an act, to open and establish a National Road— 
approved, February 5th, 1845. : 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


Committe Reomu,)? (Signed) *S. HOLLAND. 
:————— 1846. ; Chairman. 


On motion of Mr. Bourland, the report was adopted. 

Mr. Edwards of Nacogdoches, offered the following, as an 
amendment to the bill: l 

Also provided, That no survey be received and recorded, that 
may be presumed to be on a previous survey or land title. 

Amendment adopted, and, the bill passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: ‘ 
‘Eo the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined An act. to 
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secure to the'State of Texas the Custom Revenue, due the late 
Republic of Texas, and find the same correctly enrolled; and, 
having: been signed by the Speaker of the House of “‘Represen- 
tatives and the President pro tem., ef the’ Senate, said bill was 
this my presented to his-Excellency, the Governor, for his ape 
oe 
[Signed] . J. M. BURROUGHS, 
Chairman. 

Rees read and accepted. 

Mr.. Jones introduced a “Joint resolution, for the relief of 
Geo. W. Dallam” 

Joint Resolution read a first time. 

Mr, Miller introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, author- 
izing the Commissioner of the General Land office to have a 
correct máp made, of Houston County.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Onsmotion: ‘of Mr. Branch, the House: proceeded t to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A “Resolution, prohibiting any new business from being i in- 
troduced, after. the -dighteenth inst., except in certain cases;” 
was taken up, 

Read a second time and rejected. 

Mr. Gray moved, that the vote -of the House, just taken,.be 
reconsidered. 

Motion lost. 

_A bill, to‘be entitled, “An act, to authorize the saena of 
disputes, by: arbitration er conciliation?” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

_ A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to‘provide for the transfer of 
Judicial ‘proceedings, ? was taken up, and from old to new 
counties. 

Read a-second time. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill was referr ed to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act to authorize the Goven to 
demand and rective, from the United States, any money due 
the State of Texasi” was taken ‘up, and 

Read. a second time. 

Mr. Miller moved, that the bill be referred :to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Motion dost. ' 

The bill was then passed to a third reading. 
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A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to secure to volunteers, in the 
Naval service, their right to Bounty Land,” was taken up and 
Read a second time. ` 


On motion of Mr. White, the bill was referred to the con - 


mittee on Public Lands. 

A. bill, to be entitled, “An act, to authorize Plaintiffs or De- 
fendants, or their attorneys, to file briefs i in the Supreme Court; 
which shall be taken asan appearance,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the bill was passed to, a third 
reading. 

A bil, to be entitled, “An act, to vest in the State escheated 
property;”” was taken up, and 

Read‘a second+time. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the b billy was.referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


A “Joint Resolution, granting, petitioners to the Legislature, | 


permission to withdraw their vouchers,” was taken up, and 
Read a second time. 


On motion, the Joint Resolution was passed to a third read- 


ing. 
A bill, to be entitled, “An ‘act, te provide for- raising a Jury | 


Fund,” was taken up, together with the amendments thereto, ; 


proposed by the committee on the Judiciary. . 
The amendmentsjwere read; and the-first; second, and'third,. 


of them were adopted.. 


Mr. Bourland moved, that the vote of the House, jast taken, 
on the adoption of the third amendment proposed: by the -com- ` 


mittee, be reconsidered. 

Motion lost.’ ` 

Mr. Clark moved; to, strike out: the word'.“one,” before the 
word “dollar,*in the fourth amendment, and insert “two,” in 
lieu thereof. 

Motion lost. 

The fourth amendment was then adopted. 

Mr, , Mabry moved, to amend, by inserting the words “fifty 
cents,” after the words “one dollar.” 

Mr. Rose moved, to insert the words “twenty-five cents,” af- 
ter the words “one dollar.” 

Mr. Rayner moved, to insert “twelve and a half cents,” af- 
ter the words, “one dollar.” 

Mr. Echols moved, to insert “six and a quarter cents,” after 
the words, “one dollar.” 

Wr. Snhlett moved to insert the followings- 
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“And that the jury shall have one half of the benefit, of. ev- 
ery verdict, by them rendered, in civil cases.” 

The question then recurred,’ on the adoption of the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Mabry;,and.the 

Amendment was adopted, . i 

Mr. Burroughs moved: to.amend;.by. inserting after.the word 
“State,” the words, “also, where a: resident widow. is:plaintiff,. 
or when an, orphan,sues by his.next friend.” l 

Amendment:rejected. i 

Mr. Clark moved, to insert the words, “andithe tax levied!om 
practising. Attorneys.and “Physicians.” — 

Mr. Bourland moved, to strike out of: the amendment; pro- 


# 


. posed by Mr. Clark, all after the word “attorneys.” 


Motion lost. : f 

The question then recurred, on.the adoption.of Mr.. Glarkis 
amendment, and the 

Amendment was adopted. 

The yeas and. nays were then:called, on:the- engrossment of. 
the bill, and stood as follaws: 

Yeas.—Messrs, Speaker, Barvy, Bourland, Cooke, Cronican, 
Dickson, Durham, Edwards of San Augustine, Gillett, Gilliam, 
Holland, Keenan, Mabry, McNeill, Miller, Muckleroy, Mullens, 
Noble, Pease, Rayner, Rose, Ryburn, Savage, Stewart, Smith, 
of Harris, Swift and ,Willie—27.. 

Nays.—Messrs. Adams, Brown; Burroughs, Cazneau, Charl- 
ton, Clark, Echols, Edwards of Nachogdoches, Eddy, Erath,. 
Gray, Gooch,, Howard, Irion, Jones, McClarty, McCown, Me- 
Cullocli, McFarland, Milican, Ogden, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry,. 
Redgate, Russell, Sadler, Sublett, Truitt, White and Williams.. 
—3l.. f 

So the House refused to engross the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the House adjourned, until to-mozy- 
row, nine o'clock, a. m.. 


* 


CITY or Ausrin, THURSDAY, . 
April 16th, 1846. 
The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, and the following: members answered 
to their names:. . 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
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Mesie Speaker, Adams Barry, Bourland, Brown; ‘Charlton, 
Clark, Cook, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Echols, Edwards of 
San Augustine, Gray, : Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Hudson, Irion, 
Jones, Keenan, Mabry, MeClarty, McCown, McCulloch, Me- 
Farland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Pattillo, 
Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Ry- 
burn; Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rust, 
Swift, Sublett, Truitt, White, Williams and Willie. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to- usiness, 

The Journal of the preceding day wasread and adopted. 

On. motion, that portion of the Journal.of the fourteenth inst., 
oe ive to the election of .Public.Printer, was read and adopt- 
e 

.Mr. Gray, chairman ofthe committee -on the J udieiary, made 
the following report: - 

[This report was not copied into‘the Journdlyand the original 
being misplaced, a copy cannot be furnished, for, publication,] 

‘Which report.was read and received, and laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up with the orders of the day, 

Mr. Gr ay, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
-made the following report: 


Commirter Room, 
April 15th 1846. > 
Fo the Honorable- Speaker of the 


House of Representatives. : 


- The committee on the Judiciary, have-considered a bill, to 
be entitled, “An act, to authorize the institution’ of suits 
" against the State;” and instruct me to report the same without 
amendment, with the recommendation that it be passed. 

(Signed) P. W. GRAY, 
l Chairman. 

Which report was read and received, and together with the 
bill,.laid upon the table, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report: 


CommiTTrE-Room, 
April 15th,-1846. - * 
To the Honorable Wm. E. ‘Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a 
“bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for the appointment of 
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Patrols,and to prescribe their duties-and powers,” have instruct- 

ed me to report thesame baek to ‘the House, with the follow- 
ing amendments thereto: ` . i 7 ; 

“Ist, Insert in the:last line of the first section of the bill, the 
words, “whose term of service shall be three months,.from the 
time of their appointment.” 

“nd. Strike out the 13th section of thefbill:” 

With which amendments, the committee recommend'the pas- 
sage of the bill. i 

[Signed] E. CLARK, 
i l s Chairman. 

Report read--and received, and together with the bill,‘laid 
upon the table, to come up-with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, alsd 
made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
April 15th 1846. 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump 


Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred :@bill. 
to be entitled, “An act, to regulate Patrols, throughout the 
State,” have considered the same, and instruct me to report 
the bill back to the House, and to recommend that it be laid 
upon the table, 3 l . 

[Signed] , E, CLARK, 
a , Chairman. 

Report read and adopted, and the bill laid upon the table. 

Mr, Russell, chairman of the committee.on ngrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 


To the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives.: 


The committee-oh Engrossed Bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, and find the same correctly engrossed: 

A bill, to be entitled,-“An act, requiring Juries, in -eertain 
- criminal cases, to assess the fine to be impesed} or punishment 
to be inflicted;” ) 

A bill, to be entitled, “An aet, to define the boundary line of 
Rusk county. og 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to require the counties of La 
Vaca, De Witt and Guadalupe, to pay a portion of the debts 
of the counties, of which they were composed;” 
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A bill, ta be entitled, “An act, regulating the office of coun- 
ty Treasurer;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, requiring the county Surveyor 
of: Liberty: county, to furnish the county Surveyor of Tyler 
county, with a map of the surveyed lands in said.county;” 

A: bill, to.bé-entitled,. “An act, creating the county of Hen. 
dbrson;” . = 

A. bill, to be entitled, “An.act,. organizing County Courts.” 


[Signed] A. J. RUSSELE, 
Chairman. 

Which report. was read.and aceepted.. 

Mr. McNeill introduced ‘a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to es- 
tablish. the-fees of office.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. McNeill moved, that the rule of the House, requiring 
bills to be read on three several days, be suspended. 

Motion carried. 

The bill was then read’a second time, and, 

On further motion, referred toa special committee. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs: McNeill, Bourland, Eddy, 
Williams, Rose-and Willie, to: compose-said committee. 

Mr. Cronican introduced a bilk te be entitled, “An act, to 
amend the seventeenth seetion of an act, to repeal, in part, and 
amend an act, entitled, an act, for the incorporation of the 
city of Galveston—approved, February 5th, 1840—and to oth- 
erwise amend said act.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Sir. Eddy introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, requiring 
the county of Newton, to pay a portion of the debt of: Jasper 
county.” 

Bill readiasfirst time. 

Mr; Gray moved, that the vote of the House, taken on yes 
terday, on the bill, to be entitled, “An act, regulating fees of 
Juries,” be re-considered. S 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr.. Gray, the bill was then referred'to. the 
special committee, to whom.was referred a bill, to be entitled, 
“An act, establishing the fees of office.” 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the House proceeded ‘to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A billjto be entitled, “An.act; to incorporate the Society, of 
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Free Masons,” was taken up, and 

Read a third time. - 

The yeas and nays were called, on the final passage of the 
Hill, ‘and stood as follows: e 

Yeas.—Messrs. Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, 
Cazneau, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Edwards 
of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gillett, 
Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, Mo- 
Clarty, McCown, McFarland, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Og- 
den, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, ‘Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, 
Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, 
Sublett, Truitt and Witfiams—44. 

Nays.—Messrs. Branch, Charlton, Erath, Gray, McCulloch, 
- McNeill, Mullens, Pease, Rose, Saddler, Swift and White—i2. 

So the bill was passed by a Constitutional majority. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills, by that body: 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to settle conflicting rights, be- 
tween the counties of Victoria, De Witt, La Vaca, Jackson, 
Refugio and Calhoun;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to protect Religious Meet- 
ings,” 

A bill; to be entitled, “An act, requiring the county of Lime- 
‘stone to pay one fourth of the debt of Robertson county;” 

A bill, to ‘be entitled, “An act, to define in what manner 
Judgments shall uperate, as a lien on real estate;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, for the relief of Nathaniel 
Amory;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, requiring the Governor to no- 
tify the Chief J ustices “of counties, of the appointment of No- 
laries Public, and to have the same, published-in a newspa- 
per;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to prevent Justices of the 
Peace, and Clerks of the District, County and Probate Courts, 
from issuing executions for costs—only-i in civil actions; 

A. bill, to be entitled, “An act, to extend the appropriation 
. for minute men—made February fifth, 1842;” 

A bill, to he entitled, “An act, to organize the Supreme 
‘Court of the State of Texas” and 

A bill, to'be entitled, “An act, to create the county of Na- 
varro, »_ with amendments, 

A bill, to be entitied, “An act, authorizing the Chief Justi- 
ces, elected on the second Monday i in February last, to contin- 
ue in office until their successors are elected,” was taken up, 
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with the amendments thereto proposed by ie Senate, 

Amendments read, and the House refused to concur therein, 

A: bill, to be entitled, “An act, to require the Governor to 
cause the Constitution and certain laws of the State, to be 
translated into the German language, and- to promulgate the 
same? was taken up, with the amendments thereto, proposed 
by the Senate. 

Amendments severally read, and concurred in by the House, 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, ereating the county of Ange- 
lina, was taken up, with the amendments thereto, proposed by 
the Senate. 

Which amendments were read, and.concurred in-by the 
House.. 

On motion of Mr. McFarland, the bill, to be entitled, “An 
act, providing for the assessment of taxes,” was taken up—it 
having been made the special order for to-day, at ten o'clock, 
A. M. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, the bill was read by its sections. 

Mr. Branch moved, that the House resolve itself into a com- 
mittee of the Whole, on the bill now under consideration. 

Motion Jost. 

Mr. Miller proposed to amend. the bill, by filling the blank 
with the word “four,” before the word. “thousand.” 

Mr. Willie proposed to insert the words, “such sum as tHe 


County Court may require,” in lieu of the. amendment propos- 
ed by Mr. Miller. 


Amendment rejected. 

The sense of the House was then taken, on the adoption.of 
Mr. Miller’s amendment, and 

The amendment was rejected. l 

Mr. Branch proposed to amend, by inserting the word “one,” 
before the word “thousand.” 

Mr. Bouzland offered a substitute for the bill now under con- 
sideration of the House.. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the House resolved itself into a 
eommittee.of the Whole, on the original bill, and the. substitute 
offered by Mr. Bourland, 

Mr. BRANCH IN THE CHAIR. 

After some time being. spent thereon, the committee rose 
reported progress and asked tobe discharged from further, 

consideration of the bill and substitute. 

Which, report was adopted. 


Mr. Clark.moved, that the.bill and. sabetitute be referred tô 
a. select. committee. 
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Mr. Bourland‘asked leave to withdraw the substitute, just . 
offered by himself, for the bill, to be entitled, “An act, provid. 
ing forthe assessment ot taxes. ro 
_ Which was granted, and the substitute withdrawn, 

On motion of Mr. Burroughs, the House. adj ourned, until: three 
o ‘clock PEM, 


|  ‘THREB-O'CLOCK, P. Ms 

The House met, pursuant to. adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs, Speaker, Adams, ey Brown,.. Charlton, . Glark,. 
Cooke,-..Dickson, Dupree, DurMam,. Echols, Edwards of Nac-* 
ogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine; Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, 
Irion, Jones;, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty,.MeCulloch, MeFar- 
land, "McNeill, Miller, Miliean, Muckleroy,. Mullens, Pattillo, 
Pease, Perry, ‘Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Sadler,. Savage, 
Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith: of Rusk, ‘Swift, Tr pitt, White 
and Willie.. 

A quorum being present,. the House proceeded to business. 

A bill, to be entitled, “Amact, defining the duties of’ Asses- . 
sors,” was taken up. 

Mr. Dupree moved, that’ the bill be referred‘to a select com- 
mittee. . 

Motion. lost, 

Mr.. Miller moved, to fill the first blank in the bill, with the 
word “three,” before the word “thousand.” 

Amendment rejé¢ted. | 

Mr. Edwards of San Augustine, moved to fillthe first blank, 
with the word “two,” before “thousand.” 

Amendment rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Dupree, the first blahk was-filled with the 
word “one,” before the word “thousand.” 

My, Barı ry moved, that the second blank in the bill,.be filled 
with the word “twos? 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Pease. offered to, amend the bill, by inserting inthe tenth 
line of the first section, the words, “in the sum of five hundred 
dollars, with two or more good securities,” to be inserted after 
the word “County.” 

Amendment adopted. 
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Mr. Swift offered the following, as a substitute for the first 
section of the bill: 

“The Assessors of taxes shall, within thirty days after the 
election, and before entering on their official duties, give bond, 
to the Governor of the State and his successors in office, for 


` ‘the use of the State, in such sum as the County Court may re- 


quire, with two or more good and sufficient securities, to be 
approved by the County Court; which bond shall not be void 
on the first recovery of the full amount thereof, but shall ex- 
tend to the faithful discharge of their official duties. They 
shall, also, give a like bond, to the Chief Justice of their res- 
pective counties and their successors in office, for the use of 
the county, with the same conditions as the Assessors of the 
County tax; and take the oath, prescribed by law, before said 
Court, as Assessors of the Stap and County tax, of their res- 
pective counties. The bond given for the use of the State, 
shall be recorded in the county, and forwarded to, and deposit- 
ed inthe office of the Comptroller of public accounts; ‘and the 
bond given to the county, shall be deposited in the office of the 
County Court, after it shall have been recorded.” 

Mr. Miller offered to amend the amendment, by striking out 
the words, “of the full amount thereof;” and inserting the 
words, “the first,” before the word “recovery.” / 

Amendment adopted. 

Question—Shall the amendment, proposed by Mr. Swift, as 
amended by Mr. Miller, be adopted? a 

Which question was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Swift moved to amend the bill, by striking out of the 
second section, the word “May,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, 
the word “June.” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

Mr, Miller moved to amend the bill as follows: 

“Strike out of the fourth section, the words, “may own or 
claim, at the time of giving in the same,” and insert in lieu 
thereof, the words “may have owned or claimed, on the first 
day of January, preceding.” i 

Mr. Echols moved, to amend the amendment, by striking out 
“January,” and inserting “February,” in lieu thereof. 

Amendment rejected. 

Question—Shall the amendment proposed by Mr. Miller be 
adopted? 

The yeas and nays were called thereon, and stood as fol- 
ows: 

Yeas.—Messrs, Speaker, Barry, Bourland, Cazneau, Chari- 
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ton, Clark, Dupree, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Eddy, Gray 
Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Howard, Hudson, Keenan, Mabry 
McCown, McNeill, Miller, Mullens, Noble, Pease, Perkins, 
Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Savage, Stewart, Smith 
of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Truitt and Willie—36. 

Nays. —Messrs. Adams, Brown, Burroughs, Dickson, Echols, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Irion, Jones, McFarland, Milican, 
Pattillo, Sublett and White—13. 

So the question was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Barry moved, to amend the bill by striking out the word 
“description,” in the fourth section. 

Which amendment was rejected. 

Mr. ‘Miller offered the following, as an amendment to the 
bill: 

Insert in the fourth section, the words “which I owned fon 
the first day of January last.” 

Which amendment was adopted. . 

Mr. Irion moved, to amend the bill, by striking out the words 
“my county,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, “the State.” 

Mr. Burroughs moved, to strike out the word “my,” and in- 
sert the word “this,” in its stead. 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. White moved, that a call of the House be made. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Eddy moved, that a further call of the House be sus- 
pended. 

Motion lost. ' 

There not being a quorum present, the Door Keeper was 


_ dispatched for absent members, 


Mr. Dupree moved, that Mr. Cooke be excused from answer 
ing to the call of his name. 

Motion lost. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, a further call of the House was 
suspended. 

Mr, Dupree moved, that a further call of the House be 
made, 

Motion lost. 

Mr, Brown moved, that the bill be laid upon the table, until 
to-morrow, ten o 'clock a. m. 

Motion lost. l 

The question then recurred, on the adoption of the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Irion. 

he yeas and nays being called, on the adoption of the 

amendment, stood as follows: 


“ 
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Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, ‘Branch, Burroughs, Dupree, 
Echols, Edwards af Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, 
diddy, Gooch, Irion, Jones, “McClarty, McCown, Milican, Muck. 
leroy, Pattillo, Sadler, Savage, Sublett and Truitt—20. 

Nays. Messrs. Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Cazneau, 

Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Erath, Gray, 
Gillett, Gilliam, Holland, Howard, Hudson, Keenan, Mabry, 
McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Mullens, Noble, Pease, Perkins, 
Ferry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Stew art, 

Nmith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, W hite, Williams and 
wW illie—40. 

So the amendment was rejctted, 

Mr. Echols moved, to amend the bill by striking out the lat- 
ter part of the oath. 

Amendment rejected. 

On motion, the fourth section of the bill was then adopicd, 

Mr. Dupree moved, to amend by striking out the words 

“weil bound,” in the sixth section. 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Dupree offered the following, as an additional section: 

The Assessor shall have the right of appointing a Deputy; 
for whose acts he shall be responsible; and said Deputy shail 
lave the same power as the Assessor himself. 

Which amendment was reiected. 

Mr. Stewart moved, to insert the words “at the ane due’ 
under the. laws in force at the time such taxes accrued.” 

Which amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Burroughs moved, ihat the seventh section of the bil 
Le Stricken out. l 

Which motion was carried. 

Mr. Rose offered the following, as a substitute for the seventh 
ne 

Be it further enacted, That if any Assessor of taxes, shall 
nave omitted or neglected to assess any person, or pr operty, 
lable to taxation, in the county, during his term of office, it 
shail be the duty of his suc sessor in officeto assess the same ‘for 
sich time of omission, and make return. thereof on his assess- 
ment roll, in the same manner and under the rules goveruing 
otuer Cases. 

Which amendment was adopted., 

Mr, Rose moved, to strike out all, after “assessment,” and 
insert the words “shall exhibit assessment roll.” 

Which amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Howard moved, to strike out the word “all,” and insert 
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| the words “the laws of the present session of the Legislature.” 
| Which amendment was adopted. 

The question, on striking out the eighth section of the bill, 
| was then put and carried. 

| Mr. Howard moved to strike out of the eighth section, the 
| words, “average rates of value,” and insert, “than a just value.” 
Which amendment was adopted. 

> Mr. McCown moved, to strike out the ninth section of the 
| bill. 

| Mr. Howard moved to strike-ont of the ninth section, the 
| words “lower than his neighbors.” 

| . Which amendment was adopted. . 

Mr. Stewart moved, to insert, in the ninth section, the words 
| “but the party whose property is so valued, may have an ap- 
| pealto the County Court, whose appraisement shall be final.” 
| The question, on striking out the ninth section, was then put. 
The yeas and nays being called thereon, stood as follows: 

| Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, 
| Brown, Cazneau, Clark, Cooke, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, 
+ Echols, Edwards-of Nacogdoches, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, 
| Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, McClatty, McCown, Muckleroy, 
| Pattillo, Perry, Rose, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith 
of Rusk, Swift, Sablett, Truitt and Willie—37. 

| Nays. Messrs. Burroughs, Charlton, Crouican, Howard, 
| Jones, Keenan, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Noble, 
| Ogden, Pease, Perkins, Rayner, Redgate, Smith of Harris, 
| White and Williams—19 . 

So the motion was carried. , 

Mr. Pease offered the following, as an additional section: 
“Whenever an Assessor shall think that any property has 
| beenundervalued,he shall represent the fact tothe County Court, 
+ andsaid Court shall proceed to value said property; and such 
| Yaluation shall be conclusive, and shall be entered on the as- 
sessment roll.” ; 
3 


ee Dake a cash ah) iki ene 


The yeas and nays being ealled, on the adoption of the ad- 
ditional section, stood as follopvs: 

_ Yeas. Messrs. Barry, Burroughs, Cazneau, Charlton, Gil- 
liam, Howard, Keenan, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Mullens, 
Noble, Ogden, Pease, Perkins, Redgate, Russell, White and 
Williams—19, f 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Branch, Bourland, Brown, 
Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Edwards of 
Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, 
| Gillett, Gooch, Irion, MeClarty, McCown, Milican, Muckleroy 
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Pattillo, Perry, Rayner, Rose, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Truitt and Wille 
—87. : | 
So the amendment was rejected. 
On motion of Mr. Eddy, the House adjourned, until to-mor. 
row morning, nine o'clock. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Ciry or Austin FRIDAY, 

. April 17th 1846. 

The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

Theroll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: l 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Brown, Charlton, 
Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Echols, Idwards of San 
Augustine, Eddy, Mrath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, 
jLudson, Irion, Keenan, McCulloch, McFarland, Miller, Milican, 
Muckleroy, Mullens, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, 
Redgate, Rose, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith 
of Harris, Swift, Sublett, Truitt, White, Williams and Willie. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

‘The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Russell presented the petition of J. D. Lilly; which was 
referred to the committee on claims and accounts, without be- 
ing read. 

Mr. Rose presented the petitions of three sundry persons. 
praying the passage of a law establishing the Texas Mom 
mental Society—-which were referred to the committee on 
State Affairs, without reading. | 

Mr. Gray, ehairmaun of the committee on the Judiciary, male 
the following report: 


Commatrer loom, 
April 15th, 1846. 


To the Honorable Speaker 
of the Louse of Representatives : 


T he committee on the J udiciary have considered a bill, to 
be entitled, ‘‘An act, for the reljef of the citizens of the tow? 
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of Springfield, in Limestone county,” and have given to it that 
mature deliberation which its importance demands. 

The committee are. of opinion, that the provisions of the 
pill are clearly unconstitutional; nor can they devise any 
means to effect the object, in a legitimate mode. 

The Constitution declares, that the courts shall be open, for 
the redress of all grievances to property and rights. It also 
separates the Judicial and Legislative Departments, by bounds 
cear and distinct. 

The payeesof the bend). nameg in the preamble of the bill 
have recourse: by due course of law; ‘and the committee can- 
not recommend the Legislature to take on itself Judicial pow- 
ers, : 

' Therefore, they recommend the indefinite postponement of 

the biff. 

[Signed ] P. W. GRAY, 
Chairman. 

Report read and adopted. ; 

Mr. Willie, one of the committee on Engressed Bills, made 
the following report: 

To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The Engrossing committee have examined, and find correct- 
ly engrossed,. i l 
A bill, to be entitled, “An act, requiring the county of Grimes 
to pay a portion of the debt of Montgomery county,’ —also 
A bill, to Be entitled, “An act, to require the counties of 
, Polk and Tyler, to pay a portion of the debt of Liberty coun- 


ty. 
[Signed] J. WILLIE, 
E - One of the Committee. . 
Which report was read and accepted. 
Mr. Stewart, chairman of the committee on Finance, made 
the following: report: i 


To the Honorable Fm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


Your committee on Finance have had under consideration 
the Senate’s billentitled an act,for the relief of any person whn 
may have purchased town, city or other lots, from the Repub- 
lic of Texas—and, having gravely considered the same, in- 
struct me to report by substitute, a bill extending the provis- 
lons of the bill to the purchasers of Lots in the City of Austin, 
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and upon the Town Tract adjoining; and respectfully recom- 
mend its passage. 
[Signed] C. B. STEWART, 
Chairman. 

Which report was read and adopted. 

Mr. Cazneau presented the petition of Samuel Craig—pray- 
ing for land; which was referred to the committee. on Publie 
Lands, without being read. 

Mr. Russell introduced a bill, to be'entitled An act, for the 
better protection of females. 

Which bill was read a first time? 

Mr. Gooch intreduced a bill, to be entitled An act, requiring 
the County Treasurer of Paschal county, to pay over all mo- 
nies remaining in his hands, ow the abolishment of his office, as 
County Treasurer of said county. 

Which bill was read a first time. 

Mr. Rose introduced a bill, to be entitled an act, to establish 
the Texas Monumental Historical Association. 

Which bill was read a first time. 

Mr. Pattillo moved, the rejection of the bill. 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Branch moved, that the rule of the Llouse, requiring 
bills to be read on three several days, be suspended. 

Which motion was carried, and the bill read a second time. 

Mr. Branch moved to amend the bill, by inserting “Lepantit- 
lan.” 

Mr. Rose moved, that the bill be referred to the committee 
on State Affairs. 

Mr. Gray moved, to amend Mr. Branch’s amendment, by ad- 
ding after ““Lepantitl an,” the words “also, the battle of Colum- 
bus, fought in March, eighteen hundred and forty-two, in the 
county of Colorado.” 

Which amendment was rejected. 

The question recurring, on the adoption of the amendment, 
proposed by Mr. Branch. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Dickson moved, that the bill be laid upon the table. 

Which motion was lost.’ 

The question, on Mr. Rose’s motion io refer the bill to the 
committee on State Affairs, was then pul, and 

The motion carried. 

Mr. Howard introduced a bill. to be.entitled An act, to aur 
thorize the State to be sued for all pecuniary claims. 

-Which bill was read a first time. 


or 
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Qn motion of Mr. Mabry, the House proceeded to the 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled An aċt, defining the duties of Assessors 
of direct taxes; was taken up and i 

On motion, read section by sections, ending at the tenth. 

Mr. Willie moved to amend by striking out the words “or 
shall make a false return.” 

Which amendment was adopted, 

Mr. Willie then moved, to strike out the latter part of the 
tenth section, relating to ‘the penalty. l 

Mr. Miller moved, to strike out the word “penalty, and in 
sert after the word “shall, ” the words “pay double taxes.” 

Mr. Rayner called for the p previous question. 

Which motion was lost. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of Mr. Miller's 
amendment, and 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Clark moved, to amend Mr. Millers amendment, by in- 
serting—“Provided, ‘Such person or persons, shall have the 
privilege of shewing why he or they did not give in their prop- 
erty, before such penalty shall be enforced.” 

Which amendment was rejected. 

The question then recurred on inserting the words “shall be 
double taxed.” 

The yeas and nays being. called thereon, stood as fol- 
lows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Burroughs, 
Charlton, Cronican, Dupree, Edwards of San Augustine, Gill: 
ctt, Gooch, How ard, Hudson, Mabry, MCulloch, McFarland, Me- 
Neill, 1, Miller, Muckleroy, Noble, Pease, Perry, "Rayner, Russell, 
Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Swift, Sublett, Tritt 
and Williams—31. 

Nays. Messrs, Bourland, Brown, Cazneau, Clark, Cooke, 
Dickson, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Eddy, 
Erath, Gray, Gilliam, Trion, Jones, Keenan, McClarty, Mican, 
Pattillo, Perkins, Redgate, Rose, Ry burn, Savage, Smith of 
Rusk, White and Willie—27. 

So the motion, to insert, was carried. 

The question was put, on the adoption of Mr. Wiles 
amendment—proposing to strike out all, after the word “such,” 
in the tenth section. 

Which amendment was rejected. 
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Mr. Sublett moved to insert, after the word “Assessor,” the 
words “of his own county.” i 

Which amendment was adopted, 

The question then recurred on striking out the tenth section 
of the bill. ; . 

The yeas and nays being called thereon, stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Branch, Bourland, pown, Cazneau, Clark, . 
Dickson, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Gray, 
Gooch, Irion, Jones, McClarty, Milican, Muckleroy, Pattillo, 
Redgate, Rose, Savage, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, White 
and Willie—25. ; 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Burroughs, Charlton, Croni- 
can, Dupree, Gillett, Gilliam, Keenan, Mabry, McCulloch, Me- 
Farland, McNeill, Miller, Mullens, Noble, Ogden, Pease, Per- 
kins, Perry, Rayner, Russell, Ryburn, Stewart, Smith of Harris, 
Truitt and Williams—27. 

So the motion to strike out was lost. 

A message was received, from the “Senate, informing 
ie House of the passage of the following bills, by that 

ody: 

A bill to be entitled An act, to repeal the fourth section ofan 
act, approved June seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven 
—authorizing the consolidation and funding of the Public 
Debt, and prescribing the manner in which stock certificates, 

.of the said fund, shall be transferred. 

A bill to be entitled An act, for the punishment of persons, 
who shall write, print, publish or distribute anything, having a 
tendency to produce discontent among the free colored popula- 

_ tion a this State; or insubordination among the slaves; 

Also, 

A Joint Resolution, instrueting our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives, in the Congress of the United States, to 
procure the passage of a law, for the relief of mail contrac- 
tors; i . 

Also, - 
a to be entitled An act, creating the county ef Newton; 
SO, 
- A bill to be entitled An act, to declare what officers shall 
give certificates of elections, in Senatorial elections, in Dis- 
tricts composed of more than one county—with amendments. 

The House was also informed, that the Senate had indefinite- 
ly postponed a bill, to be entitled An act, incorporating the 
Angelina Navigation Company; and that they had, concurred 
in the amendments, of the House, to a billto be entitled An — 
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act, to authorize the settlement of disputes, by conciliation or 
arbitration. 

Mr, Dupree moved, to amend the tenth section of the bill, 
by inserting the words “such individual, thus assessed, shall 
have the right of appeal, to the County Court, and, if able to 
shew that he did not refuse, but was prevented by unavoidable 
circumstances, shall be exémpt from the penalty”—to come in 
at the end of the section. 

Which amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Rose offered the following, as an additional section to 
the bill: 

Srorroy — Be it further enacted. That if any resident, or 
non-resident person, shall neglect or refuse to render a list, or 
lists, of his taxable property, according to the provisions of this 
act, to the Assessor of the county, or counties, where the same 
is situated, such list shall be made out, at the discretion of the 
Assessor of the proper county; and, for that purpose, it shall 
be the duty of the Assessors, of the several counties of this 
State, to ascertain, fromthe records of their respective coun- 
ties, all taxable property belonging to: sueh residents or non- 
residents; and to assess the same, in the name of the person 
who appears,.from such records, to be the owner thereof—as- 
sessing the same at cash valuation, and wo more: ‘The agents 
Attorneys or representatives of non-resident owners of any 
taxable property in this State, may, render the statement and 
valuation thereof, to the Assessor of the proper county, in the 
same manner as is required of the representatives of residents. 

Mr. Gillett moved, that the previous question be taken. 

Which motion was carried. : i 

Mr. Mabry moved, that the vote just taken, on Mr. Gillett's 
motion, be reconsidered. Mi 
= Which motion was carried. ! l 

The question then recurred on the adoption of Mr. Rose's 
amendment; : 

Which amendment was. rejected. 

Mr. Edwards of San Augustine, moved te amend as follows: 

“But should the party, so double-taxed, consider himself 
agerieved, he shall have the right of appeal to the County 
Court.” 

Which amendment was. rejected. 

Mr. Gray offered the following, as a substitute for the tenth 
section of the bill: 

“That if any person, when called on by the Assessor of his 
own county, shall fail or refuse to give in his property, which 


414 


is liable for taxation in that county, such. person shali be Hable 
to a fine, of notless than fen, nor more than five hundred dol- 
lars—for the use of the State—to be recovered before any 
Justice of the Peace, or other Court having jurisdiction: on in- 
formation lodged by the Assessor and proof thereof,before such 
Justice, or Court. And it shall be the duty of the Assessor, to 
ledge such information in all such cases. 

Which amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Gooch proposed to amend the amendment by inserting 
the words “to be applied to ajury fund;” E 

Which amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Edwards of San Augustine, moved that a call of the 
House be made. a 

Which motion was carried. s : 

Mr. Cazneau moved, that the call of the House be suspended. 

Which motion was carried. 


On motion of Mr. White, the House then adjourned, until 
three o'clock, r. m. l 


¥ 


THREE O CLOCK, P. M. 


a 


The Ifouse met, pursuant te adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Branch, Bourland, Brown, Bur- 
roughs, Cazneau, Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, 
Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Erath, Gray, Gillett, 
(xilliam, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, Mabry, McCulloch, Me- 
Farland, McNeill, Miller, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, 
Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Sadler, Savage, 
stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, 
Sublett, Truitt, White and Willie. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The bill defining the duty of Assessors being under consider- 
ation, 

The twelfih section was read and adopted. 

Mr. McFarlaud offered to amend the thirteenth section, as 
foilows: ` 

“That, in all cases in which the Comptroller has advertised 
the lands of delinquents, the cost of such advertising shall be 
certified back tothe Collector of Taxes, of the proper county. 
and collected in the costs of such delinquent.” 


- 
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Mr. Stewart offered the OARE as a, substitute for the 
amendment just offered: 

Provided, The party, where land may be advertised, shall 
pay fifty cents in addition for advertisement. 

Mr. Rose moyed to amend the substitute, by adding “or the 
cost of advertising.” r 

Which amendment was rejected. 
= Mr. McFarland, by leave of the House, withdrew his amend- 
ment, : 

On motion of Mr. Sound: the thirteenth section of the 
bill was stricken out. - - 

On motion of Mr. Dupree, Mr. Hudson was granted leave of 
absence, for ten days.* 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the fourteenth sectien of the bill 
was stricken out. 

The fifteenth section of the bill was then read. 

Mr. Pease offered to fill the blanks as follows: 

Firşi—Blank, ‘5 per cent. 


a l 


q 
F. 
i 
, 
3 
f 
3 
: 
i 
; 
j 
k 
4 


Second. “ 4 S ; 
Third. “ 2o oe A 
Fourth. é 14 í “ 


Fifth “ (1,6 6 | 
Mr. Stewart offered to fill the first plank With ten per cent. 
- Which amendment was rejected. 

‘The question, on the adoption of the thirteenth section of the 
bill, as amended, was then put and carried. ` 
, Mr. Stewart moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken, 

on filling the first blank with five per cent. 

Which motion was carried. 

Mr. Sadler moved, to strike out the word, “thousands,” and 
fill the blank with “ fire per cent.” 

Which motion was lost. , 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the words “ five per cent.,” were 
stricken out of the first blank. 

Mr. Pease offered the following, as a substitute for the 
- amendment filling the blanks: 

After the word “ State,” insert “eight per cent. upon all 
sums of one thousand dollars and under; five per cent. on all 
sums over one thousand and under two; four per cent, on all 
sums over two and under three thousand ; threes per cent. on 
all sums over {hree and under four thousand ; two per cent. on 
all sums over four and under five thousand ; and ane aS cent. 
on all sums over five thousand dollars.” > 

Which substitute was read and adopted. 
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On motion of Mr. Swift the fifteenth section of the bill was 
then adopted. 

The sixteenth section was then ae 

Mr. Willie offered to amend the sixteenth section, by stri- 
king out of the fourth line the words, “Collector and. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of Mr. Wil- 
lie’s amendment, and stoed as follows : 

Yeus. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Branch, Bourland, Brown, 
Cazneau, Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Echols, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San "Augustine, Gray! 
Gooch, Howard, Trion, Jones, Keenan; Mabry, I McClar ty, Me- 
Culloch, Muckleroy, Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Pee 
Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Rybin, Savage, Stewar 
Smith of Rusk, Truitt and Willie —40. 

Nays. Messrs. Burroughs, Durham, Gilliam, aku 
McNeill, Miller, Milican, Mullins, Perry, Sadler and Swift— 
15. 

So the amendment was. adopted. 

Mr. Bourland offered to. amend the sixteenth section of the 
bill, as follows: 

In the twelfth line, after the word “ fault,’ insert the words, 
“unless sufficient cause be shown, for such failure.” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Swift moved, that the sixteenth section of the Dill be 
stricken out—as amended. 

Mr. Echols offered the following as a substitute for the six- 
teenth section: 

Strike out all, after the enacting clause, and insert as fol- 
lows: “That all laws, heretofore in existence, on the subject 
of direct taxation, be, and the same are, hereby re-enacted and 
continued in force, until otherwise altered or repealed.” 

Mr. Gillett moyed, that the bill be laid upon the table, until 
to-morrow, 9 o’clock, A. 31. 

Which motion was lost, 

The question, on the adoption of Mr, Echols’ amendment, 
was then put, and 

The amendment rejected. ` 

Mr. Dupree offered the following, as an. amendment: “he 
shall receive thirty-nine lashes, on the bareback.” 

Which amendment was rejected. 

The question then recurred, on the adoption of Mr. Swift's 
motion, to strike out the sixteenth section. E 

The yeas and nays being called thereon, stood as follows: 

' Yeas. Messrs, Branch, “Burroughs, Dupree, Echols, Eddy, 


‘ 
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Erath, Izion, Jones, Aee Pattillo, Rose and Swift—12. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, 
Cazneau Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, ‘Durham, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Gray, ‘Gill ett, Gilliam, Gooch, How- 
ard, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McFarland, McNeill, Millet 
Milican, Muckler oy, Mullins, Noble, Ogden, Pease, Perkins, 
Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Ry burn, Sadler, Savage, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, and Truitt—43. 

So the motion, to strike out, was lošt. 

On motion of Mr, Gooch, all that part, relative to imprison- 
ment, was stricken out. 

T he sixteenth section of the bill was then adopted. - 

The seventeenth section was then read. 

- Mr. Willie moved, that the seventeenth section be stricken 
out. - . 

Which motion. was lost. 

Mr. Bourland moved to amend the seventeenth section, by 
striking out the words, “Collector and all that relates to ‘the 
receipt of the Collector.” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

Mr Burroughs moved, te strike out the word “ Treasurer,” 
and insert “ County Court.” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Clark moved, to strike out the latter elause of the seven- 
teenth section, after the word “instruction.” 

Which motion was adopted. ; 

Mr. Branch moved, to amend the seventeenth section as fol- 
lows : 

“He shall draw a draft, upon the Treasurer of the State, for 
the amount of fees due such Assessor.” 

Which amendment was adopted. . 

‘The seventeenth section of the bill was then adapted. 

The eighteenth section ef the bill was read and adopted, 
without amendment. 

Mr. Stewart offered to anes the twelfth section, by stri- 
‘king out the word “Treasurer,” and inserting s County 
Court.” l 

Which amendment was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, the word “ Gollector,” in the same 
section, was stricken out. 

On motion of Mr. Howard, the bill was then recommitted 
to the committee on Finance, with instructions to report there- 
on, on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Willi, the bill, to be entitled, “An act, de- 
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fining the duties of the Tax Collectors,” was also«eferred to 
the committee on Finance—with instructions to report a bill, 
for the assessment and collection of direct taxes. . 

Mr. Jones, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled, An act, 
supplementary to an act, to provide for the election of Repre-- 
sentatives to the Congress of the United States. 

Which bill was read a first time. 

Cn motion of Mr. Jones, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read a second time. 

Mr. Miller moved, that the bill be referred to the committee 
on State Affairs. 

Mr. Clark offered to amend the motion of Mr. Miller, by re- 

_ferring the bill to the committee on Privileges and Elections. 

On motion of Mr. MeClarty, the bill was referred to a select 
committee. 

“The Speaker appointed Messrs. McClarty, Jones, Brown, 
Clark and Miller, to compose said committee. 

Mr. Russell, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
April 13th, 1846. 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of ihe House of Representatives: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills and find the same correctly engrossed : 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, to provide for the publication of 
the laws of the State; 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, requiring the Courts, for the - 
county of Tyler, to be holden at Town Bluff, in said county ; 

A bill, to be entitled, An aet, to prohibit ‘free Heer Ore from 
settling within this State > : 

A bill, ‘to be entitled, An act, creating the office and defining 
the duties of Public Weighers : ; 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, to authorize Inglis Oliver to 
reside, permanently, in the State ; 

A Joint Resolution, granting the Honorable John Hempnill, 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, teave of absence from the 
State; and 

A bill, to be entifled, An act, providing for the transfer of 
Records of administrations to new counties. 

[Signed] ê f. RUSSEEL, 
Chairman, 
Which report was read and ek 
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Mr, Gillett, by leave, introduced a “Joint Resolution, propo- | 
sing an amendment to the Constitution of the State—provi- 
- ding for a diminution of the salaries of the Supreme and Dis- 
trict Judges.” 
Which was read a first time. 
On motion of Mr. Durham, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow, nine o'clock, A. m. 


CITY or Austin, SATURDAY, 
April 18th, 1846. 

The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following. members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Cazneau, 
Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Dickson, Dupree, Echols, Edwards of 
ban Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, 
Jones, Keenan, Mabry, MeClarty, McCown, McFarland, 
McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble Pattille, 
Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Sadler, savage, Steven- 
son, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Switt, Truitt, 

° White, Williams and Willie. . 

À. quorum béing present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journal cf the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on,the Judiciary, 
made the following report: l = . 

[This report;it appears from a note on the Journal,was made 
upon a bill, to be entitled, An act, defining the mede of convey- 
ing property, in which the wife has a separate interest; but 
no full transcript was made of-it, into the Journal, and the 
original being misplaced, a copy cannot be furnished for pub- 
lication. | , 

afr. Williams introduced a “ Joint Resolution for the division 
of the State ;” 

Which was read a first time. . 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made-the following report: 

To the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Represeniatives: 
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
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bill, to be entitled, An act, to provide for the change of venue, 
in civil and criminal cases, have considered the same, and, a 
majority, instruct me to report, that they recommend, that the 
whole subject be laid upon the table. The majority believe 
that the laws now in force, on that subject, are sufficient for 
all the purposes. 

[Signed] P. W. GRAY, 


. Chairman, 
Which report was read and adopted. 

Mr. Pease introduced a bill, to be entitled, An act, to estab- 
lish the mode of trying the right of property, levied on under 
execution, where the property is claimed by a person not a par- 
ty to the execution ; l 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion, the rule of the House, requiring bills te be read 
on three several days, was suspended. 

The bill was then read a second time, and referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Muckleroy introduced a bill, to be entitled, An act, pro- 
viding how the new counties, made by the Legislature, out of 
the territory of Nacogdoches county, shall pay their portion of 
the debt due by said county of Nacogdoches. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill, to be entitled, An act, to pro- 


s 


vide for the emancipation of minors. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. White introduced a bill, to be entitled, An act authori- 
zing surveys, made in one county, to be recorded in the county 


wherein the lands surveyed prove to lie: Provided, there be no 
conflict. 


Which was read a first time. 

On motion, the rule of the House, requiring bills to be read 
on three several days, was suspended. 

The bill was then read a second time, and referred to the 
committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. Gray, Chairman of the comfnittee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report. l 


To the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill, to 
be entitled, An act, requiring the Sheriff of the county where- 
in the Supreme Court may be held, to serve and attend upon 
the Supreme Court;” and also, a Resolution instructing the 
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committee to report a bill defining the duties of Sheriffs; and 
they instruct me to report the enclosed bill, to be entitled, An 
act, defining the office and duties of Sheriffs—the passage of 
which they recommend. ; 

It contains a provision answering the object: of the bill first 
named—which bill they recommend to be laid upon the table. 

[Signed] P. W. GRAY, 
l Chairman. 

Which report was read and adopted; and -> > 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, defining the office and duties of 
Sheriffs, l ' _ 

Read a first time. l 
n motion of Mr. Milican, the House proceeded to take up 
the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, to be entitled, An act, requiring the Courts of the 
county of Tyler, to be holden at Town Bluff; was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A. bill, to be entitled, An act, to prevent free negroes from 
settling in this State; was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, to provide for the transfer of 
Records-of Administrators, to new counties; was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, An act to authorize Inglis Oliver to re- 
side, permanently in the State; was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. , 

Mr. Williams moved, to take up a bill, to be entitled, An act, 
extending a certain appropriation, for the pay of minute men. 

Which motion was lost. 

Mx Burroughs,chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report > 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills, and find the same correctly enrolled: 

An act, to establish the county of San Patricio ; 

An act, defining the limits of Nacogdoches county; - 

An act, establishing the seat of Justice of Dallas county ; 

An act, authorizing the Governor to’ offer rewards for fugi- 
fives; ; eo 

An act, to establish the county of Nueces; and 

An act, establishing the seat of Justice of Limestone county. 

Said bills, having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
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of Representatives and the President, pro tem.,.of the Senate, 
were, on the seventeenth day of April, presented to his Excel- 
lency, the Governor, for his approval. 

Which report was read and accepted. ` 

A “Joint,Resolution, granting the Honorable John Hemp- 
hill, Chief J ustice of the, Supreme Court, leave of absence from 
the State ;™% was taken up,. 

Read -a third time andpaşsed. 

A bill, to be entitled, An aet, to-provide for the publication 
of the laws of the State ; was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, creating the office and defining 
the duties of Public Weighers; was taken up, and 

Read a third time. 

Mr. Willie moved that the bill be laid upon the table. 

Which motion was lost. 

The question recurred, on the final passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays. being called thereon, stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Burroughs, Charlton,, Clark, 
Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Erath, Gilliam Gooch, Holland, 
Howard, Irion,, Keenan, McCown MeNeill, Mullens, Pease, 
Perkins, Perr y, Rayner, Rose, Russell, Sayage, Stewart and 
‘Cruitt—27. 

Nays. Messrs. Adams, Branch, Bourland, Brew Cazrieau, 
Cooke, Cronican, Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, 
Jones, McClarty, McC alloch, McFarland, Miller, Milican, 
Muckleroy, 1 Noble, Pattillo, Redgate, Sadler, ‘Stevenson, Smith 
of Harris, Swift, Sublett, W hite, Wiliams and Willie—2s. 

So the bill was rejected. 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, requiring the counties.of Polk 
ang Tyler, to pay a portion of the debt of Liberty county ; was 
iaken up, 

Read a third timg agd passed, | 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, requiring the county of Grimes, 
to pay a portion of the debt of, Montgomer y county ; was ee 
up, ; 

Read a third time and passed, 

A bill,to be entitled, An act,requiring the counties of La Vaca, 
De Witt and Guadalupe, to pay a portion of the, debts of the 
counties from which they were, composed; was‘taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, An. act regulating the. office of County 
Treasurer ; was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. , 
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Atbill; to be entitled, An act, requiring the County Strvey-. 
or of. Liberty county, to make a correct map of:,the surveyed» 
lands of Tyler county; was taken UP, , 

Read a-third‘time and passed. . 

A-bill,'to be entitled, An. act, defining. the- boundaries of 
Rusk county ; ; was taken. up, and, 

Read a.third time. 

On motion of Mn: MeCowng.the bill’ was indefinitely post- 

oned. 

i A message was receivedg from the Senate, informing the 
House of. the refusakof:that body to recede from. its amend- 
ments to a bill,'to beventitled, An act, to authorize Chief Jus- 
tices, elected.dnethé, first Monday in February last, to: continue 
in office u untiltheix:suceessors rare. elected: and ‘that Messrs. 

Grimes and Cuney.had been appointed to..act, on the part of 
the Senate, as a committee of conference thereon. 

The House was also.informed, that the Senate had passed 
the folowing Resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate, That acommittee of three be ap-- 
pointed, and. that the: House be -requested to appoint a like 
committee, for the purpose of collecting all official seals, of the. 
late Republic, and destroying the same..* 

Mr, Dupree, by leave, introduced a bill,- to be entitled, . Ar- 
act, to punish-purchasers of cotton:.for falsely. weighing the 
same.; 

Which was read a: first time. 

A bill, to be entitled, An. act, requiring Juries, in certain 
criminal cases, to assess: the punishment to be imposed ; was 
taken up, . 

Read a third time and passed.. 

A bill, to ‘be entitled, An act, organizing County Courts; was 
taken up. 

Mr. Pease, by leave, inserted the words, “op Chief and Asso- 
ciate Justices.” `. 

With this amendment, the bill was read a third, time, and | 
passed, | 

A bill, to be entitled, An- act, to declare what officers, shall 
give Certificates of Elections, in Senatorial Elections, in Dis- 
tricts composed of more than one county—together. with the 
amendments, made thereto by-the Senate—was taken up. 

The question was put, on the concurrence of the House in the 
first amendment. 

The yeas and nays being called thereon, stood as follows: 

Yeas. ' Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Branch, Dickson, Gilliam, . 
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Gooch, Howard, NeCow. McCulloch, “McFarland, McNeill, 
Muckleroy, Ogden, Pease, Rayner, Savage, Stewart, Smith of 
Harris, and Truitt—19. 

Nays. Messrs. Adams, Bourland, Brown, Cazneau, Clark, 
Cooke, Cronican, Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, 
Erath, Gray, Gillett, Holland, Irion, Jones, McClarty, Miller, 
Milican, Mullens, Noble, Pattillo, Perry, Redgate, Russell, 
Sadler, White, W illiams and Willie—29. 

So the House refused to concur in the first amendment. 

The second and third amendments were also rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, Mr. Mabry was granted leave of 
absence for five days. 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, to create the county of Nayar- 
ro; was taken up—together with the amendments thereto, 
made by the Senate. 

Which amendments were concurred in by the House, 

Mr. Burroughs, Chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 

Commirrer Room, 
April 18th, 1846. 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on enrolled Bills, have examined the follow- 
ing bills and find them correctly enrolled : 

‘An act, to require the county of Wharton, to pay a portion 
df the county debt of Colorado and Matagorda counties: 

An act, to secure to the State of Texas, “the Custom Revenue, 
received or incurred under the laws of the Republic of Texas; 
and 

An act to authorize and require the Governor, to cause the 
constitution and certain laws of the State of Texas, to-be 
translated into the German and Spanish languages. 

Said bills, having been signed by §the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives ; and President pro iem., of the Senate, were, 
this day, presented to his Excellency, the Governor, for his ap- 


proval. 
[Signed | JAMES M. BURROUGHS, 
Chairman. 

Which report was read and accepted. 

A “Joint Resolution, authorizing plaintiffs, or defendants, or 
their agents, to file in the Supreme Court, Briefs of their ca- 
seg, which shall be taken as an appearance;” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. ` 
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A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to authorize the Governor to 
demand monies due the State of Texas, by the Government of 
the United States;” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to-be entitled, “An act, requiring County Surveyors 
to record certain Field-notes;” was taken up, and 

Read-a third time. 

Mr. Branch moved, that the bill be referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. i l 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill was laid upon the table, 
until Monday, the twentieth inst. 

_A bill, to be entitled, “An act, for the relief of persons, who 
‘may have purchased lots, in the city of Austin, and out lots 
upon the tract adjoining;” was taken up, 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. : 

Mr. Erath moved, that the House adjourn, until Monday- 
morning, nine o’elock.. 

Which motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the House adjourned, until three 
o'clock, P. m. ; 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M: 


e The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names : . l ` 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Cazneau, Charlton, 
Clark, Cronican,Dickson, Dupree, Eehols; Edwards of San Augus- 
tine, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gilliam, 
Gooch, Holland, Howard, Irion, Jones, Keenan, McCown, Mc- 
Farland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Mullins, Pattillo, * Pease, 
Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rose Russell, Sadler, Savage, 
Stewart, Smith of Harris, Swift, Sublett, Truitt, White, WiH-: 
iams and Willie. i 

A quorum being. present, the House proceeded to business. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, providing for the appointment 
of Patrols;” was taken up—together with the report thereon, 
made by the committee on State affairs. 

The amendments proposed by the committee were read and 
adopted. l i ; 

Mr: Echols moved that the words “twenty-five;’ be strick- 
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en out, “and “the word “fifteen” inserted, in lien «thereof. 

Which amendment was rejected. 

Mr. McClarty, from the Select Committee, to «hom was Te- 
ferred-a bill, to be entitled, “An act, supplementary to an act, 
to provide for the election of Representatives to the Congress 
of the United States;” made the following report: 


‘To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
A majority of the Select Committee, to whom was referred, 
a bill to be entitled “An act, supplementary to an act, to pro- 
vide for the election of Representatives to the Congress of the 
United States,” passed February taventy-eighth, 1846, beg 
. leaveto report, that upon an investigation of-said bill, they are 
of opinion, that it is in direct conflict with the twenty-fifth 
section of the seventh article of the Constitution; and, conse- 
quently, they recommend that it be laid upon the table; and 
as a substitute therefor, they have framed the bill herewith 
submitted; the passage of which is respectfully: recommended. 
[Signed] CHAS. F. McCLARTY, 
One of the Committee. 

“Which report was read and rejected. 

“The bill entitled An act, supplementary to an act, to provide 
for the election of Representatives to the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States; was taken up. 

Mr. Miller moved, to amend the bill, by striking out the, 

“fifteenth of May,” and inserting the “tenth,” in lieu thereof. 3 

-Which amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Miller then proposed to insert the “twelfth,” in lien of the 
“fifteenth.” 

“Which amendment was also rejected. 

' On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the “ninth of May,” was inser: 
deal instead of the “fifteenth.” 

On further motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed. 

Mr. Cazneau then moved, that the ais of the House, requir- 
ing bills to be read on three several days, be-suspended. 

Which motion was carried. 

The bill was then read a third time and-passed. 

A message was received from his Excellency the Governor, 
informing the House, that he had approved and signed the fol- 
lowing bills: 

An act, to establish the county of Nueces; 

An act, establishing the Seat of Justice of Limestone county; ; 
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Anat, establishing the Seat of Justice of Dallas county; 
An act, defining the limits of Nacogdoches county; 


An act, authorizing the Governor to! offer’rewards for fugi- 
tives; 
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translated into the alee anid Spanish languages; and ; 

An act to secure to the State of Texas, the'Customs Rete- 
nue, received or. incurréd under the’ laws of the ‘Republic of 
Texas. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to authorize the institution of 
suits against the State; was taken up 

Read a second time and passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Dupree moved, that the rule of the House, requiring 
bills to be read on three several days, be suspended, so’ that 
the bill might be read a third time and passed. 

Which motion was lost. 

By request, leave of absence was granted Mr.- Branch, for 
the balance of the session. 

On motion of Mr. Howard, the ae adjourned, until Mon- 
day morning, nine o'clock. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Crry or Austin, Moxpay, ` 
i Aptil 20th 1846. 

The House met, purstiant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, ‘Adams, Brown, Cazneau, Charlton, Clark, 
Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, "Echols, ‘Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
Edwaris of San Augustine, Eddy, rath, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, 
Holldnd, Howard, Irion, Jones, Keenan, McCown, McFarland, 
McNeil, Miller, Milican, Mulléns, Pattillo, Pease, Perry, 
Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rose, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, 
a of Harris, Swift, Sublett, "Pruitt, White, Williams arid 
Willie. 


-A quorum being present, the “House -proceeded "to business. 
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The Journal of Saturday, the eighteenth instant; was read 
and adopted. 

Mr. Stewart, chairman of the committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred the several bills, providing for the assess- 
ment and collection of taxes, reported relative thereto; which 
report was read and laid upon the table, to come up with the 
orders of the day. 

{No full transcript of this report was made into the Journal, 
and the original being misplaced, a copy cannot be furnished 
for publication. | 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following report: i 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on State Affairs herewith present, for the con- 
sideration ofthe House, a bill, drawn in obedience to a Resolu- 
tion referred to them, requiring them to drafta law providing 
` for the election of Electors of President and Vice President of 
the United States. a i 

[Signed] (  ' E. CLARK, 
Chairman. 

Which report was read and adopted. 

A. bill to be entitled An act, to provide the manner of electing 
Electors, for President and Vice President of the United States, 
and prescribing their duties and powers; was 

Read a first time. $ 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, the following protest was ordered 
to be spread upon the Journals: 


: Austin, April 13th 1846. 
The undersigned beg leave, of the honorable House of Rep- 
resentatives, to enter upon the Journals of the House,their pro- 
test against the passage of a bill, entitled An act, organizing 
County Courts. 
The undersigned protest against the passage of said bill: 
First. Because, in their humble opinions, the eighth section 
of said bill conflicts with that clause of the Constitution, which 
declares that, “Taxation shall be equal and uniform throughout 
the State. This section confers, upon the County Courts of 
the respective counties, the power of assessing and levying a 
tax upon all property, situate within their respective counties, 
a tax, not to exceed one half the amount of tax levied by the 
State. Itis certain, that in the exercise of this power, by the 
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various County Courts of the State, a difference in the rate of 
taxation will ensue.’ Again, the undersigned are at a loss to 
know by what authority the Legislature can confer Legislative 
powers, upon the County Courts or upon any other body; it is 
a power which, by the Constitution, is confided to the Legisla- 
ture alone, and cannot in the humble opinion of the undersigned 
be transferred by that body to any other. 


The undersigned believe that it is the duty of the Legisla- - 


ture to adopt a plan for ‘the raising of a revenue for county 
purposes—that itis incumbent upon the Legislature to ena 
such laws as will ensure the erection of Jails and Court Hous? 
in all the counties of the State; and that, instead of imposing 
upon the citizens of one county, or upon the property of citi- 
zens, which may be situated in any particular county, specific 
appropriations.should be made, by the State, for that purpose, 
and the people of Texas; and not the inhabitants of a sparsely 
settled county, bear the burdens. 

Again, the undersigned most solemnly protest against the 
passage of said bill, because said eighth section imposes apon 
the citizens of the State, the necessity of going to the county 
in which their lands may be situated, both to give in and pay 
the tax which may be levied thereon. The undersigned con- 
scientiously believe, that it will be the cause of many worthy 
citizens losing their lands: They will necessarily, have to de- 
pend upon agents; and will have to transmit by mail, a list of 
their property to the different counties in which it may be sit- 
uate; and any accident or any neglect, on the part of their 
agents, would cause their lands to be sacrificed for taxes, 

The undersigned farther protest againt the passage or said 


bill, because by the provisions of said eighth seetion, the Coun~ _ 


ty Courts, of the respective counties, are authorized to levy a 
tax upon the property of citizens of the State, who have no 
voice inthe election of the officers of the Court, levying the 
tax: ` Taxation is authorized when there is ne representation 
—a principle, the most repugnant of all others to the genius of 


American Institutions. 
HENRY SUBLETT. 
[Signed] > WM. J. SADLER. 
Z. WMS. EDDY. 

Mr: Cooke introduced a bill, to be entitled An act, to sus- 
pend the Colonization Contracts for settling the public domain; 
and to authorize the Contractors to institute suits for their pre- 
mium lands; 

Which was read a first time? 


a 
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Mr.*Ctaik introduced’a’bill, to be-entitled An act, prescrib- 
ing the duties and powers'of the Coramtissioners, appointed to 
locate the county seats of Panola and‘ Upshur counties; 

Which\was read-a first time = 

Mr. Clark also introduced a bill, ‘to beentitled An act, au- 
`thorizing the Comptroller of Public Aceounts, to examine and 
setile the accounts of Hugh 8. Hope; 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Clark glso introdueed a bill, te be-entitled An act, to pro- 

wide for’ running and marking the lines of the counties of Pa- 
nola and Upshur; 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Pattillo introduced a “bill, to be entitled An “act, to pro- 
vide for the appointment of ‘Assessors and: Collectors: of taxes; 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr.‘Burroughs chairmanof the cormpdittee on ‘Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 

To the-Honorable Wm. It. Crump, 
Speaker of the- House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled'Bills have examined the’ föllow- 
ing bills, and find the same eorr ectly enrolled: 

Aneact, to settle conflicting ‘rights between the counties of 
La Vacca, Be Witt, Victoria, Jackson and‘Cathoun; 

An act, requiring the county of Limestone to.pay one-fourth 
of the debt of Robertson county; - 

An act, creating’ the county of Angelina. 

Said bills having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives and President pro tem., of the Senate, were 
this day presented to his Excellency, the Governor, for his ap- 
proval. 

[Signed] J. M. BURROUGHS, 


Chairman, 
Which report wasread accepted. - 


On motion of Mr. Miller, the House proceeded to the 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Mr. Rose moved, that the bill, to be entitled An act, exten- 


ding an appropriation for the pay of minute men, be taken up; 
Which metion was carried. 


The bill was then taken up ard read a first time. 
On motion, the rule of the House, requiring bills.to be read 


on three several days, was suspended, and the bill was read a 
second time. 
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Mr. Miller moved, that the bill be referred to the committee 
on Finance; a 

Which motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rose, the:bill was referred to’ the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled ‘An act, reqairing County Surveyors to 
record certain Fiéld Notes; was taken up 

Read a third time and passed. f 

A bill to be entitled An act, to define in what manner ‘Judg- 
ments shall operate, ‘as a lien-upon real estate; was taken up 
and 

Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled “An act, to coc the City-of ‘Aus- 
_tin; was taken up—together with the amendments thereto 
made by the-committee'on State Affairs. 

Which amendments were read and adopted. 

‘On motion: of Mr. Cazneau, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

Mr. Russéll chairman of the committee on 2 Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 

Fo the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of ae ate 

The-committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill, to 
be entitled An act, supplementary to an act, to provide for the 
election of Representatives te the Congress of the United States 
—passed, February twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred and forty- 
six—and find the same correctly engrossed. 

(Signed) A. J. RUSSELL, 
Chairman. 

Which report was.accepted. 

Mr. Willie moved, that a committee of Conference be ap- 
pointed, to take under consideration a bill, to be entitled ‘An | 
-act, providing for Chief Justices, elected on the first Monday 
in February, to hold their offices until their successers are 
elected. 

Which motion was carried. 

The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Willie, Gillett and No- 
ble, to compose said committee, on the part of the House. 

The Resolution, from the Senate, appointing a committee to 
destroy the Seals of the late Republic of Texas; and requesting 
the appointment of a like committee on the part of the House 
—was taken up, and adopted. 

The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Sadler,.Stewart and 
Smith of Harris, to compose said committee. 
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A bill to be entitled An act, to prescribe the mode of convey- 
ing properly, in wich the wife has a separate interest; was 
taken up—together with the report of the Judiciary committee 
thereon. 

Which bill was passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to authorize the institution of 
suits against the State; was taken up 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to make provision for Public 
Education; was taken up—together with the amendments 
thereto, proposed by the committee on the Judiciary. 

Which amendments were read and adopted. 

ar Pease offered the following, as an additional section to ` 
the bill: 

Be it further enacted, That the Commissioners of Schools be 
and they are hereby, required to cause to be located, all such 
lands, or rights to lands, as may be surrendered, by any of the 
counties of this State, undr the provisions of this act. 

Which amendment was read and adopted. 


Mr. McCown moved, that the blank be filled with the words 
“second Monday in Ji aly.” ; 
Which amendment was adopted. 


On motion, the bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for the appointment 
of Patrols; was taken up and 

Read a second time. 


The yeas and nays were called, on the passage of the bill to 
a third "reading, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Burroughs. 
Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, D arham. ‘Edwards of 
Nacogdoches, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Howard, Irion, Jones, 
Keenan,] \McClarty, McCown, McCulloch, McNeill, Miller, Muck- 
leroy, Noble, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Ryburn, Savage, Stewart, 
Truitt and White—33. 

Nays. Messrs. Bourland, Echols, Gray, Hudson, McFarland, : 
Mullens, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Rose, Russell, Smith of Harris, 
Swift and Willie—14. 

So the bill was passed to a third reading. 


A Joint Resolution, instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives, in the Congress of the United States, to 
procure the establishment of certain. mail routes; was taken 
u 

Read a third time and passed. 


a 
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A bill to be entitled An act, for the rdiet óf N. Amory; was 
taken up, aad 
Read a first time. 
A Joint Resolution, for the relief of James W. Dallam; was 


taken up, and 
Read a second time. 


On motionof Mr. Rayner, the bill was referred tothe com- 
mittee on Education. 

Mr. Stewart moved, that Mr. Rayner be added to the com- 
mittee en Education. 

Which motion was carried. 

Mr. McClarty moved, that Mr. Stewart be added to the com- 
mittee on Education. 

Which motion was carried. . 


` A bill to be entitled An act, to authorize the Governor to 
notify Chief Justices, of the appointment of Notaries Public; 
was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 


Mr. Pease moved, that the rule ot the House, requiring bills 
to be read’on three several days, be suspénded. 

Which motion was lost. ` ; 

A bill'to be entitled An act, to prevent Justices of the Peace, 
or Clerks of Inferior Courts, from issuing executions for costs; 
was taken up and 

Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to repeal an act, authorizing the 
consolidation and funding of the Public Debt; was taken up, 


-and 


Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to punish persons, who shall 
write,print,publish or distribute anything’ haying a tendency to 
produce insubordination among the colored ‘population of this 
State; was taken up, and 

"Read a first time. 

Mr. Barroughs introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the House of ‘Representatives subscribe 
for seventy copies of the “Tex Democrat,’ > and no more. 

Which resolution was oa, 

{ål 


On metion_ of Mr. Bou d upon ` the table one day, 
for consideration. A a e i 


w 
A bill to bẹ, a chto orgànize the Supreme Court; 
was takerbup,'a : = 


Read’ a first time. ro 


434". 


On motién, the rulé of the House requiring bills to be read 
on three several days, was suspended, 

The bill was then read a second time, by its caption, and 

On motion referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. McClarty moved that a call of the House be made. 

Which motion was lost. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to organize Probate Courts,” 
was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. White, the rule of the House, requiring 
bills to be.read on three several days, was suspended. 

The bill was then read a second time, and, 

On motion referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

On motion of Mr.. Russell, the House adjourned, until three 
aclock, p. m.. 


arene 


£ 
THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House-met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs,.Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Charlton, 
Cazneau, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Erath, 
Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Hudsen, Irion, Jones, 
Mabry,. McCown, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, 
Muckleroy, Mullens, Pattillo, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Rose, Rus- 
sell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Smith of Harris, Swift, Tankers- 
ly, Truitt, White and Willie. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

Mr. Willie intreduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, supple- 
mentary. to. an-act, to establish the, judicial districts of the 
State.” 

Which was read a first time. 

A bill, to be entitled “An act, defining, thé. office and duties of 
Sheriffs, » was taken up, and z 

Read a second -time. 

È? ya McCown moved to fill the blank inthe bill, with “fifty 
ollars.” 

Which amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Barry moved to fill the blank ‘with “twenty-five dol- 
lars.” 

Which amendment.was also-rejected.t. 


ra 
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Mr. Miller proposed tofl the blank with “twenty dollars.” 

Which amendment was rejected. 

Mr. .Rose. proposed.to strike. out all, in the bill, relative te 
fines; and ingert, in lieu thereof, the words: “shall be ‘fined, as foi 
# contempt, at the discretion ofthe Court.” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Russell moved, to amend the amendment, by inserting 
the words—“Pr ovided, That such. fine shall never exceed one 
hundred dollars.” 

Which amendment wag adopted: ` 

Mr. Gillett moved, to strike. out the entire section. 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. White.moved, to strike out the word “three,” before the 
word “days,” and insert the word “five,” in liew thereof. 

Which amendment was rejected. . 

Mr. Willie moved, that the bill he laid upon.the: table, until 

Thursday next, ten "clock, a. m. 

Which motion avas lost. 

Mr. Brown moved that the bill be laid uponthe -table, until 
Thursday next. . 

Which motion was carried» 

Mr. Gooch introduced a bill, to be entitled, “ nact, for the 
relief of innocent purchasers of Land cerita 

Which was read a first time. g 

Mr. Russell, Chairman of the committee on Efgrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 

To the Honorable Speaker. 
of the House of Representatives: 

: The committee on ,Engrossed Bills, have.examined the fol- 
lowing] pill and find the same corr ectly engrossed ; 

A bill, to be. entitled, “An act, forthe relief of any person, 
who may have, purchased lots in .the. city, of Austin, and out 
lots, on the tract adjoining.” 

[Signed ] . A. J. RUSSELL, 


Chairman. 


N 


Which report was read and: accepted. 

Mr. Burroughs, chairman of.. the. committee on Enrolled 
Bills, made the following report: 
To the Honorable Speaker 

of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, and find the same correctly enrolled; 

“An act, to protect religious meetings;” 

An act, creating the coynty of Newton, and 
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A Joint Resolution, instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to 
procure the passage of a law, for the relief of mail contrac- 
tors. 

Said bills and Joint Resolution, having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President, 
pro tem., of Senate, were this day pas to his Excellency, 


the Governor, for his approval. ; 
[Signed] J. M. BURROUGHS, 
Chairman. 


_ Which report was read and accepted. 


A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to authorize the formation of ' 
limited partnerships;” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 
On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A “Joint Resolution, for the relief of Thomas Johnson and 
James Webb;” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, the Joint Resolution was referred 
to aselect committee. | 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Willie, Cazneau and Bour- 
land, to compose said committee. 

Mr. Cazneau introduced the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That the committee on Finance, are hereby in- 
structed to enquire, and report ‘to this House, what amount of 
money there is now in the Treasury; and “what amount of 


-< 


+ money due and accruing to the late Republic of Texas, will 


probably be received in the course of this year; and what 
amount was available on the sixteenth day of February, last.” 

Which resolution. was read and adopted, 

A bill,to be entitled, “An act, to apportion the liabilities be- 
tween the counties of Houston and Anderson;” was taken up, 
and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Miller offered an additional section 7 the bill; 

Which was read and adopted. 

On motion, the bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, regulating the pronus aad, 
licences of Attorneys;” was taken up, and 

Read a second time by its caption. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary.” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, authorizing the Commissioner 
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of the General Land Office, to have a complete map made of 
the county of Houston;” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Question.—Shall the bill, now under ‘sonsideration of the ` 
House, be engrossed? 

The House decided in the negative. 

Mr. Clark moved, that the bill be referred to the committee 
on the Land Office. . 

Which motion was earried. 

' A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to require the county of New- 
ton, to pay a portion of the debt of Jasper county;” was taken 
up, ‘and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, for the better protection of 
females;” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Russell moved, that the bill be referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. i 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Howard moved, dhat the bill be referred to the commit- 
tee où Claims an& Accounts. : 

Which motion "was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on Tnternal Improvements. 

Mr. Miller moved, that Mr. Willie be added to the commit~ 
tee On Internal Improvements. x 

(No action of the House, is reported in the Journal, on this 
motion. ] 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to authorize the State to be 
sued, for all pectiniary ‘claims;” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Howard, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. : 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to punish purchasers of’ cot- 
ton and other produce, for falsely weighing the same;” was ta- 
ken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motiod the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, for the emancipation of mi- 
nors?” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

a motion of Mr. Dickson, the bill was indefinitely postpon- 
ed. 

d 
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A bill, to be entitled, “An act, creating the county of Ne.. 
ches;” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Pattillo,the bill was laid upon the tabte.. 

On motion of Mr. Sadler, the House adjourned, until Wed. 


nesday morning, nine o'clock a. m, 


id 


_ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ? 
Ciry or Austin, WEDNESDAY, 
Aprik2ed, 1846. j 
The House met;pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, and the following members answered» 
to their names: 
Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Charlton, Clark, 
- Cronican, Dickson, Darham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches 
Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gill lett, Gil. 
iam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, McCown, McClar- 
ty, I McCulloch, McNeill, Miller, Muckleroy, Mullens, Nobles 
Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, Ray ner, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Ste- 
yenson, Smith of Harris, Swift, Tankersly, Truitt, White, 
Walliams and Willie. 
A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 
‘The Journal of Monday the twentieth inst. was read and 


adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Clark, leave of absence was granted Mr. 
Rose, for two weeks. > 


My. Edwards of San , Augustine, presented the petition- of 
B.J. Thompson. 

Which was referred to the committee on Public Lands, 
Without reading. 

Mr. Millet introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, fo pro- 
yide for running the lines of Anderson county. 

Which was read a tirst time. 

Mr. Dickson moved, that the vote of the House, taken on a 
previous day, indefinitely postpening a bill, to be entitled, “An 
act. for the emancipation of .minors,” be re-consideyed. 

Which motion was carried. 

On Motion of Mr. Dickson, the bill was referged to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. 


oar? 
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On motion of Mr. Clark, the House proceeded to the 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A. bill, to be entitled, “An act, defining the mode of conveying 
property; ia which the wife has a separate interest; was ta- 
ken Upp- i 
` Read a-third time and"passed. 

By request, léave- was granted Mr. Charlton, to withdraw 
the accounts and“vouchers of the:Hon. E. L. Branch, from the 
committee on Claims and Accounts. 

A bill, to be entitled}: “An-act, to define, in what manner a- 
Judgment shall operate as a lien upon real estate;” was taken 
up, and j l 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. i 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act,.fer- the relief N. Amory;” 
was taken up, and ' 

Read a second time. 

On motion,-. the bill was- referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance. i Æ 

A-bill, to.be entitled, “An act, requiring the Governor to 
notify Chief ‘Justices, of the appointment. of Notaries Pap- 
lic;” was taken up, 

- Read a second time, and passed: to a third réading. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to prevent Justices of the 
Peace and Clerks of the District and County Courts, from is- 
sung executions for costs;” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. . ; ; 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary, oe 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to- repeal the fourth section of 
an act authorizing the consolidation and’funding of the Public 
Debts” was taken up, and ` 

Read.asecond time. 

On ‘motion, the bill was referred tothe. committee on Fi- 

- nance, .. 
_ A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to punish persons, who shall 
print, write, publish or distribute, anything, having a tendency 
to produce insubordination among the colored population ef 
this State;” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. .* . 

On motion of Mr. White, the bill was referred te the cam- 
mittee on State Affairs. 
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A bill, to be entitled, “An act; for the relief of purchasers 
of Lots in the city of Austin, and on the tract adjoining;” was 
taken up, and 

Read a third time. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the final passage of the 
bill, and stood as follows: 

Yeus. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Bourland, Brown, Cazneau, 
Chariton, Cronican, E dwar ds of Nacogdoches, Erath, Gooch, 
Howard, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McCulloch, McFar land, Me- 
Neill, Mallens s, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, R edgaie, Ry 
burn, Savage, Stewar t, Smith of Harris, Swift, Takay, 
Truitt, White and Willie—32. 

Nays. Messrs. Barry, Clark, Dickson, Echols, Gray, Gillett, 
Irion, McCown, Miller, Muckleroy, Neble, Pattillo, Russell, 

and Sadler—14. 

So the bill was passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the La Vaca 
and Rio Grande Railroad Company;” was taken up—together 
with the report of the committee on Internal Improvements, 
thereon, recommending the bill to be laid upon the table. 

Which report was read and adopted. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to open and construct a Turn- 
pike road, from the city of Houston to the town of Brenham;” 
was taken up—together with the report of the committee on 
Internal Improvements. 

Which report was read and adopted. 

Mr, Willie Proposed te amend the bill, by inserting the 
words—“which said road shal! cross the river at Ralston’s 
Perry.” 

Which amendnictrt was rejected. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing tlie 
House of the passage of the following bills by that body! 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, supplementary to an act, to 
provide ‘for the election of R epresentatives to the Congress of 
ihe United States;” 

A hill, to be entitled, “An act, regulating Juries, —with 

a nts; 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to raise a revenue by direct. 
. taxation” —with amendments. 

A bill, to be cntitled, “An act, to legalize the several ceals, 
heretofore used by the Commission `r of the General Itand 
OT o,” with «mendments. 


Faba ary 
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A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to organize the county of 
Upshur;” 

A bill, to. be entitled, “An act, transferring part- of the lia- 
bilities of Milam county to Burleson county;” 

A bill to be entitled An act, for the relief of James Gilliam, 
assignee of Jesse Billingsly. 

A bill to be entitled An act, concerning roads, in Robertson 
county; 

A. bill to be entitled An ac, creating the county of Hender- 

son; 

A bill to be entitled An act, to incorporate the Society of 
Free Masons. 

A bill to entitted An act, to authorize and require the com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, to: issue Patents to 
claimants, on lands lying in two or more counties; 


A bill to be entitled An act, to legalize certain surveys, made - 


in Bexar county by the surveyor of "Bas trop county; ; 

A Joint Resolution, declaring the exclusive right of the 
State of Texas, to the jurisdietion over the soil, within the 
limits thereof—with amendments; and 

A. Joint Resolution, to authorize E. G. Rector, to sell and 
transfer his six hundred and forty acres of Donation land, to 


which he is entitled,. for having participated in the battle of 


san Jacinto, < 

Fhe House was also informed that the Senate had refused 
to recede from their amendments to a bill to be entitled An act, 
to declare what officers shall give Certificates of election, in 
Senatorial elections, in Districts composed of more than one 
county; and that Messrs. Phillips, Williams and Bagby, had 
been appsinted as a committee of Conference, on the part of 
that body. 

A bill to be-entitled An act, to incorporate ie citizens of 
New Braunfels; was taken up—together with the report there- 
on, made by the committée on: the Judiciary. 

Which report was read and adopted. ; 

On motion, the bill was‘ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. Rayner, by leave, presented the petition of sundry per-. 


sons, of Austin and Montgomery counties. 
Which was read and referred to the committee pn County 


Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to establish a system of weights 
_ and measures; ee up and 

Read a second ti 
- On motion, the bill was ordered.te be engrossed. 


- 
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A bill ta be entitled An act, for the protection of the Chris- 
tian Sabbath; was taken up and 
Read a second time. 


Mr. Tankersly moved, that the bill be read by sections. 
Which motion was carried. i 


On motion of Mr. McCown, the sixth section of the bill was 
stricken out. 

Mr. Barry moved, that the words “pastime or amusement, 
without bet or wager,” in the eighth section of the bill be strick- 
en out. 

Which motion. was-carried. 


Mr. Tankersly moved to amend the eighth section, by strik- 
ing out the word “ten,” before the word dollars, and inserting 
in lieu thereof, the-werd' “five.” 

Mr. McCulloch moved, thet the eighth section of the bill be 
stricken out. 

Mr. Rayner proposed to amend the eighth section, by inser- ` 
ting, after the words “Cock-fight,” the words or engaged in 
fighting the Tiger.” i 

Which amendment was adopted. 


Mr. Miller moved, that the sense of the House be taken on 
the previous question. 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Gilliam moved, that the vote of the House, adopting 
Mr. Rayner’s amendment, be reconsidered. 

Which motion was lost. 


The question then recurred, on the adoption of Mr. McCul- 
loch’s motion, to strike out the eighth section of the bill. 

The yeas and nays being called thereon, stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Adams, Bourland, Charlton, Clark, Cronican, 
Durham, Eddy, Erath, Gillett, Holland, Irion, Keenan, McClar- 
ty, McCown, McCulloch, Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Rayner, Sad- 
ler, Savage, White and Willie—23. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Dickson, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, 
Mabry, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, 
Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Stewart, Smith of 
Harris, Swift, Truitt and Willie—27. 

So the motion was lost. l 

The eighth section of the bill was then adapted. 

Mr. Gillett moved, that the ninth aa" of the bill be striek- 
eb ont. 7 
Mr. Willie proposed to amend the ninth section by inserting 
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the words “and it-shall be considered an act of charity, to`” 


allow each customer three drinks a day.” 

The yeas and nays being called, on the adoption of Mr, 
Willie’s amendment, stood as follows: a Rg 

Yeas. Messrs. Adams, Cronican, Gillett, Gooch, Hudson, 
McClarty, McCulloch, Ogden, Pease, Rayner, Stevenson, White, 
Williams and Willie—14. ‘ i 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, 
Charlton, Clark, Dickson, Durham, Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
_ Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gilliam, Howard, Trion, Keenan, Mabry, 

‘McCown, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Muckleroy, Mullens; 
Noble, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Sat- 
Jer, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Swift and Truitt—37. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. McCuiloch moved, that a call of the House be made. 

Which motion was lost. i . 

Mr. Dickson moved, that the words “keep open.any store, 
or,” be stricken out. ° 

Which motion was carried. 

Mr. Bourland tnyved, to amend'‘by striking out the werd 
es and irgserting in liewthereof the words, “Tippling- 
op. a 

Mr. Willie, »sroposed te amend the amendment proposed by 


Mr. Bourle.rd, by striking out the words “Tippling-Shop,” and 


, userting. iq their stead, the word “Juicery.” 
hivsh amendment was rejected. 
Mr. Dyurham moved. that the bill be postpened, until--the 
four th-day of Jifly next. 

Tlie yeas and.nays were called, on the adoption of Mr: Dur- 
ha'in’s motion, and stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Croaisan, Durham, Eddy, 
frath, Gillett, Gooch, Holland, Irion, Keenan, McClarty, Me- 
Cown, McCulloch, Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Rayner, 
Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, Smith óf Harris, White, Williams 

. and Willie—26. 

Nays. Messrs, Barry, Brown, Bourland, Burroughs, Charl- 
‘ten, Clark, Dickson, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Gray, 
Gilliam, Howard, Hudson, Mabry, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, 


“r 


Muckleroy, Mullens, Noble, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, 


- Stewart, Swift, Tankersly and Truitt—28. 
So the motion was lost. 


Mr. Gillett, called for the previous question—the striking 


out.of-the ninth section of the bill. 
The yeas and nays being called thereon,. stood..as 'Tollows: 
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Yeas. Messrs. Adams, Clark, Cronican, Durham, Eddy, 
'Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gooch, Holland, Trion, Keenan, MeClarty, 
McCown, McCulloch, Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Rayner, Sadler, 
Savage, Stevenson, Smith of Harris, White and Willie—25. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Barr y,Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, 
Charlton, Dickson, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Gilliam, 
Howard, Hudson, "Mabry, ‘McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Muck- 
leroy, Mullens, N oble, Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Ry- 
burn, Stewart, Swift ‘Tankersly, Truitt and Williams—29. 

; So the motion to strike out the ninth section of the bill, was 
ost. 

Mr. Dickson moved, that the words “keep open a Dram- 
Shop, Tippling-House or Grocery” be stricken out. 

Which motion was carried. 

Mr. Keenan moved, that the bill be re-committed to the com 
mittee on Claims and, “Accounts. 

The yeas and nays being called thereon, stood as follows: 

Yeas. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Bourland, Cronican. Dur- 
ham, Eddy, Erath, Gillett, Gooch, Irion, Keenan, MeClarty,. 
McCown, McCulloch, Qeden, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Rayner, 
Russell, Stevenson, Smith of Harris, White, and Willie—24. 

Nays. Messrs. Barry, Brown, Burr oughs, Charlton, Clark, 
Dickson, Echols, Edwards of N acogdoches, Gray Gilliam, 
Holland, Howard, Mabry, McFarland, MeNeill, Miller, Muck- 
leroy, Mullens, Noble, Perry, Redgate, Ryburn, Swift, Tanker: 
sly, Truitt and Williams—26. 

So the motion, to.re-commit the bill, was lost. 

Mr. Stewart moved, that the House adjourn, until half past: 
three o'clock, r. m. 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Williams moved, that the House adjourn, until three 
o'clock, Pr. M 

Which motion was lost: 

Mr. Mabry moved, that the bill and amendments be laid up- 
on the table, until Saturday next. 

On motion of Mr. Echols, the House adjourned, until three 
o'clock, r. m. 


‘THREE OCLOCH, P Mi 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
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The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Burroughs, Brown, Charlton, 
Clark, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, “Edwards of Nacog- 
doches, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Irion, Ma- 
bry, I McClair ty, McCulloch, “McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Muck- 
leroy, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Ralley, Rayner, Redgate, 
Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Swift, Tank- 
ersly, Tr uitt, White and Willie. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to protect the Christian Sabbath, 
being under consideration. 

Question. Shall the bill, now under consideration be laid 
upon the table, until Saturday’ next? 

The yeas and nays were called thereon, and a as fol- 
lows: 


s 


DN EPE Oe N EAO TE A EEE TA A 


Yeas. Messrs. Bourland, Clark, Dupree, Duhani Erath» 


Gillet, Gooch, McClarty, McCown, McFarland, Pattillo, Pease, 
Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Sadler, Savage, Smith of Har- 
ris, White and Willie—21. 

Nays. Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Charlton, 
Daa, Echols, Edwar ds of Nacogdoches, Eddy, Gray, Gil- 
liam, Trion, Mabry, McCulloch, Miller, McNeill, Muckleroy, 
N joble, Redgate, Russell, Stewart, Swift, Tankersly and oe uitt 
—25. 

So the question was decided in the negative. 

Mr. McCulloch moved, that the bill be reterred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. 

The yeas and nays being called thereon, stood thus: 

Yeas. Messrs. Adams, Bourland, Clark, Dupree, Durham, 
Eddy, Erath, Gillett, Gooch, Irion, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, 
McCulloch, Pattillo®Pease, Rayner, Sadler, Smith of Harris, 
White and Willic—23. 

Mays. Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Brown, Charlton, ‘Dickson, 
Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Gray, Gilliam, Hudson; Me- 

' Farland, McNeill, Miller, Muckler oy, Noble, Perry, Redgate, 
Russell, nyaan, Savage, Stewart, Swift, Tankersly and Truitt 
ase. 

So the motion was lost. . 

Mr, Miller moved, that the sense of the House be taken on 
the previous question. 

Which motion was carried. 

Mr. Gillett moved, that a call of the House be aaie 

Which motion was carried. : 


A 
%: 
- 


A adabi idian EL 


Mime ibe ae Ca 
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On motion of Mr. Gray, the call of the House-was suspen- 
ded. i 

Mr. Gillett moved, that the bill be referred to a select - com- 
mittee of five. 

Which motion was carried. 

” The Speaker appointed Messrs. Gillett, Pease, Echols, Miller, 
and Eddy, to compere said committee. 

_ Mr. Gray moved, that the vote of the House, which passed 
a bill to be entitled An aet, to provide for the transfer of prop- 
erty, in which the wife has a separate interest, be re-consider- 
cd. - 

Which motion was earried. 

Mr. Gray then offered an additional section to the bill. 

Which was read and adopted. 

The bill4was then finally passed. í 

On motion of Mr. Dicksog, the bill to beentitled An act, to 
provide for the assessment and collection of taxes, was taken 
u ; 

Patr, ‘McNeill moved, that a call of the House be made. 
Which motion was carried. é 
On motien of Mr. White, the call of the House was suspen- 
ded. 

The sense:of the House was taken, on the adoption of the 
substitutes for the ninth and twelfth sections of the bill, and 
the proposed by the committee on Finance; and the 

Subtitute rejected. 

Mr. White moved, that the report of the committee be re- 
jected. + 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Bourland offered an addittowai section to the bill. 

Mr. Stewart proposed to amend tke amendment by inserting 
the words “may make the returns of such property, duly certi- 
ficd by some authority of his county, cofzpetent to -administer 
oaths.” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

The additional section, proposed by Mr. Bourland, was ther 
adopted. : 

Mr. Bourland proposed to amend, by striking gout all, after 
the word “unpaid,” in the third line, and inserting-the words 
“and skall publish the same in.one or more newspapers, of this 
State, for. at least eight weeks.” % 

Whick amendment was adopted. 

On mstion, the twenty-third section of the bill was stricken 
out. / 
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“Mr. Miller offered an additional section to‘ the- Dil. 

Which amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Stewart proposed:four additional sections «to the bill~ - 
two of which were adopted. 

Mr. McNeill proposed to amend the first section of the b’,II, 
-by inserting the following: i . 

“There shall be elected-by the qualified electors of seach 
county in this State, an Assessor.and Collector of Taxes- ha 
shall hold his office for two years and until his succe’ssor is 
duly qualified.” 

Mr. Miller proposed to amend by striking out the woud “two,” 
before “thousands,” and inserting the-word “six, in lirou, thereof. 

Which amendment was adopted. l 

-Mr. Willie proposed to amend, by inserting in tne oath, the 
words “and the value thereof” after the word “a mount.” 

‘Which amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Gray offered an amendment, to come U2 after Mr. Me- 

Neills amendment. f 

Which amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Burroughs proposed to amend by inserting the words 
‘and said Bond shall be renewed annual y.” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Dupree, proposed to amend the am endment, by inserting 
the words “and approved by the Cour.ty Conrt.” 

Which amendment was adopted. | 

Mr. Echols moved, that the bill he engrossed. 

Mr. Dupree moved, to strike out all after the words “zo help 
me God” in the fourth section of tthe bill. l 

‘Which motion was carried. 

‘Mr. McNeill proposed to amend by striking out the word 
“they receive notice of their appointment” and inserting the 
words “he shall haye received of his election or appointment.” 

Which amendment war; adopted. 

Mr. Durham moved, taat the sense of the House be taken 
on the previous question, - 

Which motion wes carried. 

Qnestion. Shall the bill, now under consideration of the 
House, be engrossed? 

The yeas and nays were called thereon, and stood as follews: 

Yeas. Messrs. Barry, Bourland, Brown, Charlton, Dickson, 
Dupree, Durham, Echols, Gillett, Gooch, Holland, Hudson, 
Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Muck- 

` leroy, Noble, Rayner, Redgate Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stew- 
art, Swift and Willie—28, 
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Nays. Messrs. Burroughs, Clark, Cronican, Edwards of 
Nacogdoches, Gray, Howard, Irion, McCown, Mullens, Ogden, 
Pease, Perry, Perkins, Smith of Harris, Sublett, Tankersly, 
Truitt and White—18. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, the House adjourned, until to- 
morrow morning, eight o'clock. 


Crry or Austin, THURSDAY, 
April 23, 1846, 

The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Chariton, 
Clark, Cooke, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards of 
Nacogdoches, Erath, Gillett, Gooch, Holland, Hudson, Irion, 
Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, Mc@ulloch, McFarland, 
Me Neill, Miller, Muckleroy, Mullens. Noble, Perkins, Perry, 
hailey, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Sadier, Savage, 
Sinith of Harris, Sublett, Tankersly, Truitt, White and Willie. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Russell, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
raade the following report: 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Committee Room, } 
April 28, 1846. 
Fo the Honorable Win. E. Crump, . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bils, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, and find the same correctly engrossed: 

A bill to be entitled An act, to apportion the liabilities of the 
county of Houston, between said county and the county of 
Anderson; 

A bill to be entitled An act,to made provision for Public 
Education; . - 

A bill to be entitled An act, requiring the county of Newton 
to pay a portion of the debt of Jasper county; and 
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A bill to be entitled An act, for the punishment of any per- 
a, purchasing cotton, or other produce, and falsely weighing 
è same. 


[Signed] A. J. RUSSELL, 
Chairman. 

Which report was read and accepted. 

Mr.Pease introdueed a bill to be entitled An act, to incorpor- 
-e the several counties of this State. 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the rule of the House, requiring 

ills te be read on three several days, was suspended. 

The bill was then read a second time, and 

On motion, referred to a select committee. 

The ese appointed Messrs. Pease, Tankersly, Clark, 
‘Toward and Sublett, to compose said committee. 

‘Mr. McCown, introduced a bill, to be entitled An-act, sup- 

lementary to an act, to create the county of Panola. 

_ Which was read a first time. _ 

' On motion, the rule of the House requiring bills to be read 
on three several days, was suspended. | 

The bill was then read a second time, and 

On metion, referred to the select committee, just ‘appointed. 

Mr. Swift moved, that the vote of the House, ordering to be 
engrossed, a bill to be entitled An act, to provide for the assess- 
ment and collection of direet taxes, be reconsidered. 

Which motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled An act, te legalize the several seals, 
issued by the General General Land Office; was taken up— 
together with the amendments thereto, made by the Senate. 

Which amendments were read and concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to raise a revenue, by direct 

ixation; was taken up—together with the amendments there- 
, made by the Senate. 
“Which amendments were read and concurred in. 
A Joint Resolution,declaring the exclusive right of soil,to Tex- 
„ Within the limits ther eof; was taken up—together with the 

:endments thereto, made by the Senate. 

Which amendments were read and concurred in. 

\ bill to be entitled An act, regulating Juries; was taken 
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ap—together with the amendments thereto, made by the Sen- 
ate. 

All of which amendments, excepting :one,;were-concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled An act, requiring the Governor to notify 
Chief Justices of the appointment of Notaries Public; was 
taken up 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to authorize. the Commissioner 
of the General Land Offge, to issue Patents to claimants, on 
surveys made ih two or more counties, was taken up and 

Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to authorize E.G. Rector, to - 
transfer and sell his six hundred and forty acres of donation 
land; was taken up and 

Read a first time 

On motion, the rule of the House requiring bills to be read 
on three several days, was suspended. | 

The bill was then read a second time, and passed to a third 
reading. ` 

A bill to be entitled An act,to legalize certain surveys made 
in Bexar.county, by the Sureyor of Bastrop county; was taken 
ap and. 

Read a first time. 

On. motion, the rule was supendéd, and the bill was read:a 
second time. 

On further motion, the bill was referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to punish persons for selling by 
false weights, and for. deceiving purchasers; was taken up and 

'  Reada second time. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, they bill was laid upon the table. 

A bill to be entitled An act,to punish purchasers of cotton 
and other produce, for falsely weighing the same; was taken up 

Read a third time and rejected. | 

A bill to be entitled An act, supplementary to an act, to or-. 
ganize the Judicial Districts of the State; was taken up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, the bill was referred to a Select 
Committee: 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Willie, Pease, Clark, Tank- 
ersly, and Russell, to compose said committee.. : 

On motion .ef Mr. Brown, Mr. Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
was added te the committee. . 

On further motion, Mz, Sadler, was added to the committee. 
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Mi. Williémoved, that Mr. Boufland be. added:to-said com- 


mittee. - 

Mr, Gillett moved, that a bill to'be entitled: An act, supple- 
mentary to anzaet, to organize the District Gourt, be taken up. 

Which motion was-carried: P 

On further motion, the bill 'was referred’ to the select com- 
mittee, just appointed. 

An amendment to the Constitution-—“providing for reducing 
the salaries of Judges of the Supreme and District Courts; 
was taken upand ` 

Read a second time. i m e 

On motion of Mr. Howard the amendment was referred ta 
the committee on Finance. 

An amendment to the Constitution; providing forjthe eleetior . 
of Judges and District Attorneys, by the people—was taker 5 
ap-and , " 

Read a second time. mod 

On motion, the amendment was referred to the committee- 
on the Judiciary. 

An amendment to the Constitution—providing for the elec. 
tion of District and Supreme Judges, by the people; was takem 
up and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee orm the 
Judiciary. eee 

A bill to be entitled An act,for the regulation of limited pari- p 
nerships; was taken up . i 

Read a third time and passed. ; 

Mr. Willie, one of the committee on Internal Improvements, 
made the following report; 


Coumrrree Room 
5 April 23, 1846, 
To the Honorable the Speaker of the p 
i House of Representatives : 

' The committee on Internal Improvements have duly aad de- 
Uberately considered,Anact,for the better protection of females, 
and instruct me tocreport, on behalf of. the committee, 

They view the abstract question—#hé chastity of femates—— 
#3 one deserving the highest regard; and each me.mber of your 
committee;-feels aively interest in guarding well the fair 
fame of “God’s last, best gift’to man.” 

They deplore sincerely, that the tongue of the slanderer 
should ever violate the pure shrine ef femake virtue; and they 
regret, still more, that, in the present state of society, the 
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whole sex are hot like -Cesar’s -wife—“‘above suspicion.” 
It may be well said of woman, that her only treasure is spot- 
less reputation. Deprive her of this gem and she is “poor 
indeed.” The slanderer of female fame, is not inferior in de- 
pravity, to him who coldly and deliberately, seduces a confi- 
ding woman—who, in the warmth ofher impassioned devotion, 
“loves not wisely, buttoo well.” The heart of woman, when 
the sacred light of an unsullied character is denied, becomes 
“A dreary waste, without-a sun, 
For dire despair to feed upon. ” 


The committee deeply sympathize with that peculiarly un- 
fortunate class of females, against whom the imputation of a 


want of chastity, is no slander. It has been well said, or sung, 
that 


«c When lovely woman stoops to folly, 

And finds too late, that men betray; 

No charm can sooth her melancholy— 

No art can wipe her tears away. ” j ; 


Your committee are sorry, that in this enlightened day, the 
eharacter-of woman is not held in as high esteem asin the 
age of chivalry, when the knight-errant was her protection. 
They are impressed with the belief, that public opinion 
governs, in this matter, as in most others affecting the morals 
of the community. They admit that it would be a high and 
meritorious act of Legislation, if a law could be enacted, 
which would effectually prevent the evil and secure the good, 
contemplated by the bill. But they are inclined to think, that 
no modest woman would desire to bring her character into 
Court and submit the question of her chastzty to the investiga- 
tionof a Judge and Jury. She would rather endure her 
wrongs, if she had no avenger, than to hold her name up to the 
ridicule and jest.of the world. if there be any of the sex, 
however, who desire to avail themselves of legal remedy, and 
enter the list of forensic warfare, your committee believe, 
that there exists a sufficient remedy, at law already; and that 


the bill in question propses no salutary-amendment to the rem- 


edy. 
They, therefore, recommend that the bill be laid on the table. 


[Signed] JAS WILLIE, 

: : One of the Committee. 
Which report was read’and adopted. 
Mr. White moved, that one hundred copies of the report be 


printed, and placed in the hands of the Secretary of State, as - 


% 
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a literary work, to be exchanged with other countries, for 
works, of a like character. 


Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Howard introduced a bill, to be entitled An act, to amend 
an act, regulating proceedings ‘of Probate Courts—approved 
sixteenth J anuary, 1843. 

Which was read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled An act, to amend the Seventeenth sec- 
tion of an act, si aa the city of Galveston, was taken 
up and 

Read a-second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the EE on State 
Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled An act, requiring the Treasurer of Pas- 
chal county, to pay over all monies remaining in his hands 
after the abolishment of his office; was taken up and 

Read a secorid time. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. : 

A message was received from.the Senate, informing the 
House of the adoption, by that body, of-the House’s substitute 
for a “Joint Resolution, instructing our Senators and reques- 
ting our Representatives, in the Congress of the United States, 
to procure the establishment of certain mail routes; and that 
they had concurred in the amendments of the House, to a bill, 
to be entitled An act, to provide for the appointment of Patrols, A 
and to prescribe their duties and powers. 

The House was also informed, that the Senate had passed 
the following bills; 

A bill to be entitled An act, to require the counties of Polk 
and Tyler, to pay a portion of the debt of Liberty county—with 
amendments; 

A bill to be entitled An act, requiring the Courts of the coun- 
ty of Tyler, to be held at Town Bluff, in said connty—with 
amendments; 


A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for closing the busi- 


‘ness of the late War and Marine Department—with amend- 


ments; 

A bill to be entitled An act, to restore lands sold for taxes, 
and bid in by the Government, to the former owners; 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act,requiring the County of Grimes, 
to pay a portion of the debt of Montgomery; - 

A bill to be entitled An act, requiring Juries, in certain crim- 


inal cases, to assess the fine to be imposed, or the punishment 
to be inflicted; 


Did 

A Joint Resolution, granting the Honorable John Hemphill, 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, leave of absence from 
the State; 

A Jeint Resolution, , prescribing the mode of notifying the 
Governor, when a bill, creating a private Corporation, has 
constitutionally passed both Houses of the Legislature; 

A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for the organization 
of ths counties of San Patricio and MBeced; 

A-billto be entitled Anatt, requiring Clerks of the Gout y 
Courts, Clerks of the District Courts, Sheriffs, County Treas- 
urers and County Surveyors, or their lawful Deputies, to reside 
at the County Seat; and 

A bill to be entitled An act, for the regulation of Wreck- 
Masters. y 

A Joint Resolution, for the formation of a new State, out of 
the Territory of the State; was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Irion, the bill was laid upon the ta- 
ble. ; 

A bill to be entiiled An act, providing how the censties 
formed ent of Nacogdoches county, shall pay a portion of the 
debt of Nacogdockes county; was taken up, and 

Reada second time. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill to be entitled An act, to suspend the Colonization Con- 

racts for settling the Public Domain; end authorizing the Con- 
tractors to bring s suits against the Government, for their pre- 
mium lands; was taken up, and ; 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. White, the bill was referred to the eom- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bili to be entitled An act, to provide for the. appoiniment 
of Assessors and Collectors of taxes; was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Os motion of idr. Sadler, the WH was Jaid upon the table. 

i bill to be entitled An-act, for the relief- “Ob purchasers of 
face Certificates; was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the, bill was referred to the committee on Public 
Lands, ; 
A bill to be entitled An act, to provide for the election of 
Electors of President and Vice President of the United States; 
was taken up,.and «4 

Read.a second time. 
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Mr. Clark proposed, to fill the first blank in the bill, with 


“ten days.” > 

Which amendment was adopted. ! ; 

Mr. Durham proposed, to fill the second blank with “forty 
days.” 
Whi ch amendment was adopted. l es 

Mr. Gilliam proposed to amend the bill, by inserting the 
word “transmit,” after the word “deliver,” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Dupree proposed to fill the third blank in the bill, with 
the words “five hundred dollars.” 

Which amendment was rejected. i 

Mr. Durham moved, to fill the blank with the words “three 
hundred dollars.” ; 

Which amendment was adopted . Bee 

Mr. Clark proposed to fill the fourth blank in the bill, with 
the words “second Monday in December.” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Clark then moved, that the fifth blank in the bill, be fill- 
ed with the words “first Monday in November.” ° 

On motion of Mr. Irion, the bill was referred to the commit- 
tee on Privileges and Elections. 
. Abill, to be entitled, “An act, prescribing the, duties of the 
Commissioners, appointed to locate the County Seat of Panola 


‘county; “was taken up, and 


Read a 2d time. 

Mr. McCown moved, that a call of the House be made. 
_ Which motion was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, a further call of the House, ‘was 
suspended. 

Question—Shall the bill, now under consideration of the 

ouse, be engrossed! 

The House decided in the affirmative. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for marking the 
boundary lines of Anderson County; was taken up, and. 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. l 

A bill, to be entitled, “An dct, to authorize the Comptroller 
of Public Accounts, to examine and settle the accounts of 
ee F. Hope; late Sheriff of Harrison County; was taken up 
and ' 

Read a second time. 

On motion the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled; “An act, to provide for markiny the 
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boundary lines, of the counties of Panola and Upshur;” was 
taken up, and i , 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. , 

A bill. to be entitled, “An act, to make proyision for Public 
Education; “was taken up, and 

Read a third time. 

` Mr. Russell moved, that the vote of the House, adopting the 
“report of the committee on Engrossed Bills, be reconsidered. 

Which motion was carried. 

The bill, under consideration of the House, was then recom: 
mitted to the committee on Engrossed Bills. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act requiring the county of New- 
ton, to pay a portion of the debt of the county of Jasper; “was 
taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act,to apportion the liabilities of 
Houston County, between said County and the County of An- 
derson; was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed, 

_A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for the erection of 
a Penitentiary, was taken up and 

Read a second time, by its Caption. 

On motion the bill was laid upon the table. 

Mr. McFarland moved, that a Committee of Conference be 
appointed, to confer with a like committee on the part of the 
Senate, relative to a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to deelare, 
What officers shall give Certificates of Election in Senatorial 
elections in Senatorial Districts, composed of more than one 
County.” . 

' Which motion was carried. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. McFarland, Bourland and 
Williams, to compose said committee. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, defining the office and du- 
ties of Sheriffs;” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Pease offered the following, as an amendment to the bill: 

In the teath Section, strike out all, after the word “do,” and 
insert the words—‘Shall be deemed guilty of a contempt of 
Court; and shall be fined, in a sum not exceeding ten dollars— 
to be recovered on motion of such Sheriff, er his Deputy, and 
proof of such neglect or refusal, before the Court from which 
process issued;three days notice, of such motion, being given 
to the pasty accused. 

ê 
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Mr. Miller proposed to amend the amendment, by striking 
out the word “ten,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, the words, 
“twenty five” 

Which amendment was rejected. i 

The aniendment, proposed by Mr. Pease, was then adopted. 

Mr. Echols offered to amend, by. striking out the words, “fif- 
ty cents,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, the words “forty cents.” 

The yeas and nays were called,on the adoption of Mr. Echols’ 
amendment, and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Burrotighs, Charlton, Clark, 
Echols, Keenan, Miller, Noble, Patillo, Perty, Sadler. Truitt:13. 

Nays—Megsrs. Adams, Barry Bourland, Cazneau, Cronican, 
Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Edwards of Nacogdochés, Gray, 
Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Howard, Irion, Jones, McClar- 
ty, McCown, McCulloch, McFarlatid, McNeill, Muckleroy, 
Pease, Perkins, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Sayage, 
Stewart, Smith of Harris, Swift, Tankersly and White: 35.— 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Burroughs offered to amend, by striking out the word’ 
“County,” and inserting the word “State,” instead thereof.— 

Which amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Gillett proposed to amend by striking out the word “ap- 
point,” and inserting the wards—“Shall order an election, to 
fill such unexpired term; and the Coroner òf said County shall 
act as Sheriff, until said vacancy shall be filled.” 

Mr. Willie moved to strike out of the amendment, the “un- 
expired term.” " 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. McNeill moved, to insert the words “Chief Justice shall 
order and strike out the words—“County Court shall appoint.” — 

Which amendment was adopted. i 

Mr. Tankersly moved, that the bill be referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. l 

Which motion was lost. > 

Mr. Gillett asked leave to withdraw his amendment. 

Which request was granted. . 

Mr. Gillett then moved, that the bill be referred toa Select 

- Committee. ey 

Which motion was carried. * 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Gillett, Tankersly, McNeill 
Burroughs and Muckleroy, to compose said committee. , > 

_ _A bill, to be enfitled, “An act, to provide for closing the bu- 
iness of thé Tate Department of War and Marine;“was taken 
up—together with,the amendments of the Senate thereto. 
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The first and second of which amendments, were concurred 
im. 

The yeas and nays were called, on a concurrence in the 
third amendment, and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Bourland, Cazneau, Croni- 
can. Dupree, Durham, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Erath, How- 
ard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty McCul- 
loch, MeNeill, Miller, Ogden, Perry. Rayner, Redgate, Ryburn 
Sadler, Savage. Stevenson, Stewart, Swift, Tankersly, White, 
Williams, and Willie: 33. 

Nays—Messrs. Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, 
Dickson, Echols, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Mc. 
Cown, McFarland, Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, Patillo, Pease, 
Perkins, Russell, Smith of Harris and Truitt: 23. 

So the third amendment was also concurred in.’ 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for the organiza- 
iton of the counties of San Patricio and Nueces; was taken 
up and 

Read a first time. ; 

On motion, the rule of the House, requiring bills to be read 
on three several days, was suspended. - 

The bill was then read a second time, and passed to a third 
reading. ‘ , 

On motion, the rule was further suspended, and the bill. 

Read a third time and passed.. i 

A bill, to be entitled, “An aet, requiring Clerks of the Dis- 
trict Court, Clerks of the County Court, Sheriffs and County 
Surveyors, to keep their offices at the County seat; “was taken 
up and 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Stewart moved, that the rule of the House, requiring 
bills to be read on three several days, be suspended. 

Which motion was lost. 

A “Joint Resolution, prescribing the mode of notifiying the 
Governor, when a bill, creating a private Corporation, has 
constitutionally passed both Houses of the Legislature; “was 
taken up and 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Russell, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, . 
made the following report: 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : . 


The committee on EEngrossed Bills have examined a bill, to 
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be entitled, “An act; to make, provision for Public Education,” 
and find the same correct] y engrossed. 

(Signed) Aud RUSSELL, 

‘Chairman, 

Wiel eepart was resd and accepted. 

Mr. Sadler moved, that the House adjourn, until to- morrow 
morning, 8 o’clock. 

Which motion was lost. - 

On motion, of Mr. Pease,the House adjour ned, until to- mor- 
row, 90’ ‘clocks, A.M 


d 


Ony or Austin, FRIDAY. 
April 24th, 1846 

The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Charlton, 
Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards 
of 7 Nacogdoches, Edw ards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, 
Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Hudson, “Trion, Jones, Mabry, 
McCown, McF arland, McNeill, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullins, 
Noble, Pattillo, Perry, Railey, Rayner, K ussell, Ryburn, Sadler, 
Savage, Stevenson, Stuart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, 
Tankersly, ‘Truitt, White and Williams. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: | 

Comairrss Room, April 23d, 18-46. 
To the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 

Lhe committee on the Judiciary have examined a bill, to be 
entitled, “an act, to extend the APPLA for the payment 
of Minute-men—made February 5th, 1842;” and instruct me 
to report, that. on examining the laws on the subject, they find 
that, by a law, approved February 3d, 1844, the Blinute-men 
were alowed to receive one half of the amount. due in Ex- 
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chequer Bills, and the remainder in audited certificates. A 
majority of the committee think, that the appropriation ought 
not to be extended, so as to allow an unequal and unfair pay- 
ment to different Minute-men. They instruct me to report the 
enclosed substitute for the bill, to be entitled, “an act, supple- 
mentary to the several acts, for the relief of Minute-men, cre- 
ated under an act, approved February 4th, 1841.” 
[Signed] P. W. GRAY, Chairman. 

Which report was read and adopted. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
made the following report: 

Commirree Room, April 28d, 1846. 
To the Hunorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on the Judiciary have examined a bill, to be 
entitled, “an act, to require the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, to issue Patents, in certain cases;” and, a majori- 
ty of the committee, instruct me to report the annexed amend- 
ment, and to recommend its adoption. 

Strike out in the fourth and fifth lines, the words—‘to all 
persons legally entitled to the same on lands,’—and insert, in 
lieu thereof, the words—“and all valid certificates for lands.” 

[Signed] P. W. GRAY, Chairman. 

Which report was read,received, and theamendment adopted. 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following report: 

Committee Room, April 28d, 1846. 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a 
bill, to be entitled, “an act, providing for the emancipation of 
minors,” have considered the same; and have instructed me to 
report the bill back to the House, and to recommend its indefi- 
nite postponement. 

[Signed] : E. CLARK, Chairman. 

Which report was read and adopted. 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, also 
made the following report: ` 

Commitrez Room, April 23d, 1846. 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
' The committee on State Affairs, have examined and consid- 
ered a bill—from the Senate, to be entitled, “an act, for the 
punishment of persons who shall write, print, publish or dis- 
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tribute, anything, having a tendency to produce discontent 
among the free colored population of this State, or insubordi- 
` nation among the slaves’—and have made the following 
amendments thereto: 

In the first section of the bill, strike out all, after the word 
“jurisdiction,” in the seventh line, and insert the words: “suffer 
death.” 

In the second section, strike out all, between the words “ju- 
risdiction,” in the fourteenth line, and “at,” in the sixteenth 
line, and insert in liew thereof; the words: “be fined or impris- 
oned, or both.” 

Strike out the entire third section of the bill. 

With these amendments, they herewith return the bill, and 
ask the serious and attentive consideration of the House there- 
on. [Signed] E. CLARK, Chairman. | 

Which report was read, and laid upon the table, to come up 
with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Holland, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report: 

To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Public Lands have had bèfore them, a 
bill—originating in the Senate—to be entitled, ‘‘an act, to se- 
cure the right of volunteers, in the Naval service of Texas, to 
their bounty lands;” and have instructed me to report thereon: 
That they find said volunteers to be entitled to the lands given 
to them in said bill, by the pledges made by the Provisional 
Government of Texas, to “any volunteers joining the army or 
Navy;” by a public declaration, to that effect—a record of 
which, is to be found upon thé 25th page of the ‘Journals of 
the Consultation.” 

Therefore, the committee recommend the passage of the bill. 
Commirtee Room, S. HOLLAND, 
April 24, 1846, Chairman. 

Which report was read and adopted. 

Mr. Pease moved that the vote of the House, just taken, on the 
adoption of the report made by Mr. Holland, be reconsidered. 

Which motion ‘was lost. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: 

CommirrgeE Room, April 28d, 1846. 
To the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 
The committee on the Judiciary instruct me to return to the 
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House, the enclosed list of bills—relating to lands and land 
claims—on which they have not time to act, as the subjects re- 
quire; and to recommend, that the bills be referred to some 
other committee: 

A bill, to be entitled, “an act, to provide for the issuing of 
Patents to the assignees of all good and genuine Head-right 
certificates;” 

A bill, to beentitled, “an act, describing the mode of obtain- 
ing and establishing Land certificates;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “an act, concerning fraudulent Land 
cer tificates;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “an act, to restrain Colonial Contrac- 
tors from disposing of their premium lands;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “an act, to authorize the Commission- 
er of the General Tand Office, to issue Patents upon wncondi- 
tional Land certificates;” and 

A bill, to be entitled, “an act, to define and protect the rights 
of those persons—-citizens of Texas—who died in Texas, pre- 
vious to thé 17th March, 1836.” 

[Signed] P. W. GRAY, Chairman. 

Which report was read and adopted. 

Mr. Brath moved that the bills just reported, be referred toa 
Select committee. 

Which motion was carried. l 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Erath, Burroughs, Smith of 
Harris, Truitt and Perkins, to compose said committee. 

Mr. Russell, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 


To the Honorable Wm. I. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Repr esentatives: 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill, to 
ke entitled, “an act, to incorporate the city of Austin,” and 
find the same correctly engrossed. 

[Signed] A. J. RUSSELL, Chairman. 
~ Which report was read and accepted. 
Mr. Pease made the following report: 
20 lhe Honorable Wm. Ii. Crump, 
Speaker of the fouse of Representatives: 

own Select committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be 
titled, “an act, supplementary to an act, creating the county 
f Panola,” have considered the same; and, 5 supposing that the 
intere st and convenience of the majority of the citizens of said 
county, would be subserved by its adoption, they herewith re- 
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port the same back to the Honse, and recommend its passage. 
[Signed] E. M. PEASE, Chairman. 

Which report was read and received, and the bill laid upon 
the table, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Bourland moved, that the bill, just reported back to the 
House, be taken up, ; 

Which motion was carried. 

- The bill was then read a second time. ` 

On motion, the rule of the House, requiring bills to be read 
on three several days, was suspended. = l 

The bill was then reada third time, and passed. 

_ Mr. Pease, Chaitman of a Select Committee, made the fol- 
‘lowing report: 
Lo the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 2 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be 
entitled: “An act, to incorporate the several counties of this 
State--which now exist, or which may, hereafter be establish- 
ed;” have considered the’$ame, and, believing that no objections 
can be made to the passage of the bill; and that much good 
will be effected by it—they have instructed me to report the 
same back to the-House, and to recommend its passage. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. - 

(Signed) E. M. PEASE, `; 

Chairman. 

‘Which report was read and received, and the bill laid upon 
the table, to come up among the order$ of the day. 

Mr. McNeill made the following report: 

, COMMITTER ROOM, APRIL 24, 1846 
Lo the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The Select Committce, to whom was referred a bill, to be 
entitled, “an act,to provide for raising a Jury Fund—‘*have. 
had the same under consideration, and instruct me to report,- 
that they.consider it important that sucha law should be pass- 
ed, as will insure the punctual payment of Jurors. Bat un- 
derstanding, that the sense of the House is opposed to the 
payment of a jury fee in advance of the commencement or 
institution of suitsin the District Courts—they have amended 
the bill, so as to makethe jury fee payable and collectable; as 
other costs in suits at law. 

With which amendments, the passage of the bill is respect- 


fully recommended. 
[Signed] A. MeNEILL, Chairman. 
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Which report was réad and received, and the bill laid upon 
the table, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. McNeill also made the following report: 

To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be en- 
titled, “an act, establishing fees of office,” have had the same 
under consideration; and have instructed me to report a substi- 
tute for said-bill—which contains the amendments made by the 
committee— and they would respectfully recommend its passa- 


ge. 

[Signed] cA. MceNEILL, 

. Chairman. 

Which report was read and received, and the bill and sub- 
scitute laid upon the table, to come up in their regular order. 

Mr. Keenan, Chairman of the committee on Education,made 
the following report: 
Commirrer Room, Aprin 24, 1846. 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump,  * 

Speaker of the House of Representatives; 

Your committee, to whom was referred a “Joint Resolution, 
for the relief of J. W. Dallam,” have considered the same, and 
instruct me to report—That under all the circumstances they 
believe the relief asked for,in the Resolution, should not ke 
granted . 

The course adopted and pursued, by this House, at its pres- 
ent session, has been, to ®vithhold appropriations, in all cases, 
where the benefit was to extend to individuals only. The 
literary labors of citizens of the State, should be encouraged 
and rewarded, where it an be done consistently; but to make 
appropriations for that purpose, when the same is denied to 
honest creditors of the Government, would be an act of injus- 
tice in this Legislature. The Author of thé “Digest” has the 
benefits of the Copy-right secured to him by law; and if the 
work be one of merit, the demand for it, at the price for which 
it isnow sold, will not only ensure him against loss, but will 
remunerate him amply for the labor expended upon it. 

For these reasons, your committee would respectfully report 
the Resolution back to the House, and ask to be discharged 
from the further considcration of it. 

Signed) C. G. KEENAN, 
Chairman. 

Which report was read and received, and the Resolution laid 

upon the table, to come up in its regular order. 
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Mr. Burroughs,Cnairman of the’ committee on Enrolled Bills 
made the following report: 


To the Honorable Wm .E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Enrolled: Bills, have examined the follow- 
ing bills, and find the same correctly enrolled: 

An act, supplementary to an act, authorizing the election of 
Representatives to the Congress of the United States;” 

“An act, creating the county of Navarro;” . 

“An act, to establish and incorporate the City of Corpus 
Christi;” and - 

“An act, to provide for fixing the County Seat of Justice, of 
the county of Grimes.” 

Said bills, having been signed by the Speaker of the Hause 
of Representatives andthe President, pro tem, of the Senate, 
were, this day, presented to his Excellency, the Governar, for 
his approval. 

Signed) ~~ J. M. BURROUGHS, Chairman. 
hich report was read and accepted. ` 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill, to be entitled, “an act, requiring 
the county of Dallas. to pay a portion of the debt of Robert- 
son;” . 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Ryburn introduced the following Resolution: l 

“Resolved That the committee on E dacation be instructed 
to enquire into the expediency of so amending the Constitution 
as to provide for the immediate disposition of such lands as 

may have been appropriated, by the late Republic of Texas, 
for Educational purposes; and if said committee shall be of the 
opinion, that the interests of the community would be advanced 
by the disposition of said lands; then, the said committee, re- 
port an amendment to the Constitution—to provide for the 
lands, so appropriated, tor Seminary and School purposes, ta 
be disposed of otherwise than for a term of years,” 

“Which Resolution was read and adopted. 

On motion, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, to be entitled, “an act, for the regulation of Wreck 
Masters;” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was passed to a third reading. 
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A Joint Resolution, authorizing E. G. Rector, to dispose of 
his 640 acres of Donation Land, for participating in the battle 
ofSan Jacinto;” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. a 

A bill, to be entitled, “an act, to make prevision for Public 
iiducation;” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. — 

Mr White moved, that a bill, to be entitled, “an act, for the 
payment of Minute-men,” be taken up, 

Which motion was carried. = 


The bill was then read a second time, and passed to a third 
reading. J 


Ou motion, the rule of the House, requiring bills to be . 


read on three Several days, was suspended. 

The bill wag then read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “an act, to require Clerks of County 
and District Courts, County Surveyors, County Treasurers and 
Sheriffs, to reside, permanently at the County Seat;” was taken 
up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Bourland proposed, to amend the bill, by striking out all 
between the word “to,” in the fourth line, of the first section, and 
the word “at,” in the 5th line, and inserting, in lieu thereof, 
the words—keep their offices.” 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. l 

À bill, to be entitled, “an act, requiring the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, to issue Patents to claimants—on 
surveys in two or more counties;® was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

- On motion, the bill was passed to a third reading. 

A bill, to be entitled“an act,preseribing the mode of notifying 
the Gevernor, when a bill, creating a private corporation, has 
passed both Houses oftthe Legislature, by a constitutional ma- 
jority;” was taken up, and 

Read asecond time : 

On motion, the bill was passed to a third reading. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the reconsideration of the vote of that body,adopting the 
amendments, of the House, to a bill, to be entitled, “an act, to 
provide for the establishment of Patrols;” and that they 
had appointed a committee of Confefence thereon-—consist+ 
ing of Messrs. Phillips and Jewett—and requesting the House 
to appoint alike committee. 
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The House was also informed that the Senate had passed 
3 following bills, l 

A bill, to be entitled, “an act, to establish the county of Cass;” 
with amendments. a: = 

A bill, to be entitled, ‘an act, to provide for the transfer of 
administrations, fromold to new counties”—with amendments; 

Å bill, to be entitled, “an act,to provide for revising, digest- 
ing and arranging the laws—civil and criminal—with amend- 
nents; - 

A bill, to be entitled, “an act, to legalize the acts of Chief 
Justices, and associate Justices, and courts of County Commis- . 
sloners—whilst sitting as Boards of Land Commissioners;” 
and i ; 

A bill, to be entitled‘ “an act, to provide for the registration 
of the separate property of married ‘women’—with amend- 
inents, ` : 

The House was also informed, that the Senate had rejected 
a bill, to be entitled, “an act,for the protection of widows and 
orphans.” * 

Abill, to be entitled, “an act,to amend an act, regulating 
Probate Courts—approved, the 16th day of January, 1843 ;” 
was taken up, and e 

Read a second time. 
` On motion the bill was referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary, - . 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, a bill, tobe entitled, “an act, con- 
cerning Limitations,” was taken up, 

Mr. Burroughs moved, that the bill be referred to a Se- 
“ lect committee. 

Which motion was carried. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Burroughs, Brown, McFar- 
land, Milican and Eddy, to compose said committee. 

Mr. McCown introduced the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That the different committeesiare, hereby, required 
to report buck to the House all bills, Petitions &c., upon which 
they are unable, from the want of time, and other cause, to re- 
port. . o 
Which report was read and adopted. 

Mr. Echols moved, that-Mr. Brown, be added to the Select 
-Committee, to whom was referred the Appropriation Bill. 

Which motion was carried. 

A -bill to be entitled, “an act, providing for the Digesting 
and arranging the laws—--cival and criminal;” was taken up; 
together with the amendments, made by the Senate. 
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Which amendments were read and concurred in. 

A bill, to be entitled, “an act, to provide, for the transfer of 
Administrations, from old to new counties,” was taken up; to- 
gether with the amendments thereto, made by the Senate. 

Which amendments the House refused to concur in, 

Mr. McNeill moved, that the vote of the House, concurring 
in the amendments of the Senate to a bill, to be entitled, “an 
act, providing for Digesting and arranging the laws—civil and 
criminal”—be reconsidered. 

Which motion was carried. os 

The sense of the House was again taken—on a concurrence 
in the amendments—and they were concurred in. 

A bill, to be entitled, “an act, to provide for the registration 
of the separate property of married women,” was taken up— 
together with the amendments thereto, made by the Senate. 

Which amendments were read and concurred in. 

A bill, to be entitled, “an act,to establish the county of Cass,” 
was taken up—together with the amendments, thereto, made 
by the Senate. f 

‘Which amendments were read and concurred in. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, by 
leave, made a #port, upon a bill, to be entitled, “an act, to or- 
ganize, the District Courts of this State. 

Which report was read and adopted. 

[This report was not transcribed into the Journal, and, the 
original cannot be found; consequently, a copy cannot be 
furnished for publication. ] a 

“ir. Dupree moved,that the House adjourn, until to-morrow 
morning, eight o’clock. 

Which motion was lost. i 

A bill, to be entitled, “an act, requiring the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, to issue Patents upon unconditional 
Head Right Certificates of Land;” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A “Joint Resolution, for the relief of Charles B. ‘Snow;” was 
taken up—on its third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Irion, the Resolution was laid upon the ta- 
ble, until to-morrow ten o’clock, A. M. 

The Resolution, offerred ona previous day, relative to the 
reference of bills—aftera certain time; was taken up, and 

On motion laid upon the table. 

A bill, to be entitled, “an act, to organize the District Courts, 
and to define their powers and Jurisdiction;” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 
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A bill, to be entitled, “an act, to authorize Thomas Cox, to 
liberate certain slaves, therein maintained;* was ‘taken up, 
and 

Read a second time.’ Ei l 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the bill was laid upon the table, un- 
til Thursday next, - . 

A bill, to be entitled, “an act, to locate’ the Seat of Justice of 
Leon county;” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “an act, to. require the county of 
Newton to pay a portion of the debt of Jasper, county;” was tak 
en, up—together with the amendments thereto made by the 
Senate. , ` 
- Which amendments were read and coneurred in. 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, the bill, te be entitled, “an act, 
establishing the fees of office;” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. a 

Mr. Perkins moved that that portion of the bull, relative to. 
Patents, be stricken out. 

Mr. Edwards moved, that the bill be referred to the commit- 
tee on State Affairs. l . ' 

Which motion was. lost. i ` 

On motion of Mr. McCown, the House adjourned, until to- 
morrow morning, nine o’clock. 


* 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
City or Austin, SATURDAY, 
April 25th, 1846. 

The House met, pursuant to adjournment.” `> 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, 
Cazneau, Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Echols, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, 
Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, McClarty, Me- 
Cown, McCulloch, MeFarland, McNeill, Milican, Muckleroy, 
Mullins, Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, 
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Russell, Sadler, Savage, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, 
Swift and Tankersly, 
A quorum being present, the House.proceeded to business, 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
Mr. Gray, chairman of the committec on the J udiciary, made 
the following report: _ 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on the J indiciar y, have had under considera- 
tion a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for the summary 
recovery of real property,” and, having made sundry amend- 
ments thereto, they’ instruct me to recommend the adoption of 
said amendments, and the passage of the bill. 

The following are the amendments proposed: 

Ist. Change the title of the bill, so as to read—“An act, to 
regulate proceedings, in cases of Forcible Entry and Detain- 
er. 33 


= 


The balance of the amendments are annexed to the bill. 
[Signed] P. W. GRAY, 


Chairman. 


Which report was read and received, and laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
made the following report: 

„To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, ‘ 
Speaker of the Louse of Representatives: 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill, to 
be entitled, “An act, to regulate the License and practice of 
Attorneys and Counsellors at Taw;” and, having måde sever- 
al amendments thereto, instruct me to recommend the adop- 
dion of said amendments and the passage of the bill. 

{Signed ] P. W. GRAY, 
Chairman. 
Which report was read and received, and laid upon the ta- 
bie, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. W illie, chairman of the Select Committee, to w rhom was 

referred the memorial of Charles B. Snow, reported thereupon 


as follows: 
April 24th, 1846. 
To the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives; 7 
The Select Committee, to whom was referred the memorial 
of Charles B. Snow, ask leave to report: 


+ 
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That they have given the subject their serious consideration. 
They find the claim of Lieut. Snow, different in its character, 
from any other which has been presented to the Legislature: 
the memorialist was long in the service of the country, and 
sustained a high character, for gallantry and honorable deport- 
ment. For his services, he was so unfortunate as not to receive , 
even the partial compensation which fell to the share of his 
companions of the Navy. — 

The late Republic of Texas was, constantly, in arrear to 
this branch of our Public Defence; and the Congress of the 
Republic, in order ‘to compensate, partially, the officérs and 
seamen in the Naval service, passed on the 5th of February 
1844, “An act, making appropriation, for part pay of the offi- 
cers and seamen of the Navy;” by which act, sixteen thous- 
and dollars was set apart for that purpose. The memorialist 
did not receive any part of this appropriation—in consequence 
of the refusal, of the Secretary of War and Matine, to ap- 
prove his account. 

This, your committee conceive to have been an act of injus- 
tice, towards that officer. The late Congress, in view of the 
wrongs which had been suffered by the memorialist, passed, 
at their last regular session, a Resolution for his relief; which 
did not become a law—not having been signed by the Execu- 
tive, and having been presented to him too late to go into ef- 
fect, by the lapse of time. At the Extra Session of the last 
Congress, a similar Resolution passed; but did not become a 
law, for the same reason. : 

All these circumstances show that the claim of Lieutenant 
Snow, is truly meritorious, and deserves to be treated as such. 

Your committee are aware of the embarrassed condition of 
cur Finances; and of the determination of the Legislature, to 
sustain the Government, by most rigid economy. Great oppo- 
sition has been manifested, to any action upon private claims; 
and, were not the present case one of peculiar hardship, they 
would recommend it to the same course, which is proposed to 
all others. But the case of Lieut. Snow is not any ordinary 
one. : 

An ‘appropriation was made, for his as well as for the 
benefit of other officers and nen connected with the Navy.~ 
He has been deprived of the small share which justly belong- 
ed to him; and simply asks of the Legislature, the same treat- 
ment which others, in his situation, received. 

The committee recommend to the favorable consideration of 
tke House, a Resolution, which proposes to require the claim 
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of the memorialist, to be audited—without making any appro- 
priation for its payment. This will not draw from the Treasu- 
ty a single dollar; and being receivable for taxes, already due, 
will afford to à poor and meritorious officer, a partial relief; 
which will not be felt. by the State. 
` Mr. McFarland, one of the committee, dissents from this re- 
port; upon the ground of the inexpediency af passing any pri- 
vate relief bill—but concurs with the committee, in acknowl- 
edging the merit of the claim. 
Allof which, is respectfully submitted. - 
[Signed] JAS WILLIE, ' 
Chairman. 
Which report was read and received; and laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up among the orders of the day. 
Mr. Erath, chairman of a Select Committee, made the fol- 
lames report: 


Lo the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 


The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be en- 
titled, “An act, requiring, the Commissioner of the General 
and Office to issue patents upon unconditional certificates ` 
for Head-rights,” have had the same under consideration; and 
have instructed me to report the bill back to the House, and 
to reeommend its passage. 

[Signed] ‘GEO. B. ERATH, 
Chairman. 

Which report wasread and received, and laid upon ‘the ta- 
bie, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Gray moved that the vote of the House, which adopted 
ike Journal of yesterday, be reconsidered. 

Which motion was carried. 

Mr, Willie, one of the committee on Engrossed Bills, made 
the following report: 


T the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Repressntatives: 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, and find the same corr ectly engrossed: 

A bill, to De entitled, “An act, providing how the new coun- 
ties made by this Legislature, out of the territory of Nacog- 
douches, shall pay their proportions of debt due by said county 
of N acogdoches;” 


7 A bill, to be entitled, “An act, prescribing the duties and 
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powers, of the Commissioners appointed to locate the County 
Seats of Panola and Upshur counties;” > 

A-bill, to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the La Grange’ 
Female Insti tute;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to authorize the Comptroller 
of Public Accounts, to examine and seltle the accounts of 
Hugh S. Hope—late Sheriff. of Harrison County;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, requiring the County Treas- 
urer of Paschal county, to pay over all monies, remaining in 
his hands; on the abolishment of his office, as County Treas- 
er of said county;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for running and 
marking ‘the boundary lines, of the counties of Panola and 
Upshur” and 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for marking the 
boundary lines of Anderson county. 

[Signed] J. WILLIE, 
One of the Committee. 

Which report was read and accepted. 

Mr. Stewart introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to 
provide for the loss of Field-notes of Surveys” 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Stewart also introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act. 
making valid all Patents, granted in the names of deceased 
persons.” 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, to be entitled; “An act, to organize - the District 
Courts? was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill passed to a third reading. 

“On motion of Mr. Gray, the Engrossing Clerk was instruct- 
ed to engross the amendments to said bill, made ‘by the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the appointment of Messrs. Parker, Phillips, Bra- 
shear and Grimes, as a committee to act] on the appropriation 
Bill, in conjunction with -a like Committee on the part of the 
House—in compliance with a request, embodied in a resolu- _ 
tion of the House. 

The House was also informed, that the Senate had receded 
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from their fifth amendment to the bill, to be entitled, “An act, 
regulating Juries. 

Also,-that they had passed the following bills: , . 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, requiring the county of Titus, 
to pay a portion of the debt of the county of Red River;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, regulating appeals to'the Su- 
preme Court, in criminal cases,”—with amendments; 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, establishing a State Peniten- 
fiary;” 

A-bil]l, to be entitled, “An act, to ereate the county of Ti- 
tus.” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for raising a Jury 
Fund;” was taken up—together with ihe amendments, thereto, 
made hy the Select Committee, to whom sdid -bill was refer- 
red. i : 

Which amendments were read and adopted. 

Questiog—Shall the bill, now under consideration of the 
House, be passed to a third reading? 

i The yeas and nays were called thereon, anå stood as fol- 
ows: j 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, 
Cronican, Dickson, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, 
Gooch, Jones, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, McNeill, Muckle- 
roy, Noble, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Ryburn, 
Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, 
Swift, Sublett, Tankersly and White—383. 

fays—Messrs. Adams, Barry, Cazneau, Dupree, Echols, 
Gillett, Gilliam, Irion, McFarland, Milican, Redgate, Russell 
and Willie—13. 

So the bill was passed to a third reading. 

Mr. McFarland, chairman, (on the part of the House,) of a 
Joint Select Committee, made the following report: 


COMMITTEE Room, 
April 25th, 1846. 


To the Honorable Wm. If. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee of conference, appointed to take into consid- 
eration a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to declare, what officers 
shall give certificates of election, in senatorial elections—in 
Districts composed of more thon one cotinty”—have had the 
same under consideration; and have instructed me to re- 
port: 
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Ist. That the Senate recede from its amendment—proposing 
to strike out the word “Bowie,” and to insert the word “Red 
River,” in lieu thereof, a ' 

2d. That the House concur in the Senate’s amendment— 
proposing to strike out the word “Goliad” and to insert the 
word “Refugio,” in its stead. l 

The committee could not agree, in relation to the amend- 
ment of the Senate—proposing to strike out the word “La- 
mar,” and to insert in lieu thereof, the word “Fannin.” 

They recommend the appointment of-another committee, and 
ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the sub- 


ject. 
A. H. PHILIPS, 
. . Chairman, on part of the Senate. 
paiRed] SAM. McFARLAND, 
X Chairman, on part of the House. 


Which report was read and received, and laid upon the ta- 
ble,.to come up with the orders of the. day. ei 
Mr. Willie made the following report: 


To the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 


The Joint Committee of conference, upon a bill, to be enti- 
tled, “An act, to authorize Chief Justices, elected on the first’ 
Monday in February last, to continue in office until their suc- 
cessors are elected,” have conferred together; and recommend 
that the Senate recede from its amendments to the bill. 

. l J. o a 
; Chairman, on the part of the House. 

[Signed] JESSE GRIMES. 
Chairman, on the part of the Senute. 


Which report was read and adopted. : 
Mr. Russell, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 
. i i CommirrEE Room, 
ee April 24th, 1846. 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, : 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, and find the same correctly engrossed: 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to authorize the opening and 
construction of a Turnpike Road—from the city of Houston to 
the town of Brenham;” 
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A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to authorize the Governor, to 
procure and have copied, for the benefit of the several coun- 
ties of the State, a full set of weights and measures—in con- 
formity to the Standard now“used and adopted by the gov- 
ernment of the United States—and providing for the distribu- 
tion of the same;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, incorporating. the town of 
New Braunfels;” and . 

, bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create the county of Pa- 
nola.” 

[Signed] A. J. RUSSELL, 
: Chairman. 

Which report was read and accepted. 

A “Joint resolution, prescribing the mode of notifying the 
Governor, when a bill has passed—by a ‘constitutional majori- 
ty—both Houses of the Legislature;” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. on, 2 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, for the regulation of Wreck- 
Masters; was taken up, 

Read a-third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, authorizing the Commission- 
er of the General Land Office, to issue Patents to claimants, on 
lands lying in two or more counties;” was taken up, and 

Read a third time. 1a 

Mr. Stewart offered the following, as an additional section 
to the bill: i - 

“If two or more persons having lands in conflict, compro- 
mise, and agree to remove parts of their claims tothe same; 
it shall be lawful for each party to have the lands he takes re- 
surveyed, and the remainder of his claims surveyed elsewhere; 
and the Commissioner of the General Land Office shall issue 
Patents, to the several parties, for said lands, as in other cases. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland,jthe bill was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Russell introduced the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That it shall be the standing rule of this House— 
that any member, offering an amendment to a bill or resolu- 
tion, shall’specify, upon the face of the amendment, the precise 
place, in which it is intended to be inserted.” 

Which resolution was read and adopted. 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, author: 
izing the Governor, to open the election returns—in the first 
Congressional District of the State—and give a certificate of 
Election;” 

Which was read a first time. 
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A bill, to be entitled, “An act, prescribing the duties and 
powers, of the Commissioners, appointed to locate the county 
seats of Panola and Upshur counties; was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A message. was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the concurrence of that body, in the amendments, 
made by the House, to a bill, to be entitled, “An act, defining 
the mode of ‘conveying property, in which the wife has a sep- 
arate interest.” l 

‘The House was also informed, that the Senate had suspend- 
ed allrules, and passed a substitute for a bill, to be entitled, 
' “An act, supplementary to an act, creating the county of Pa- 
nola;” and had passed a bill, to be entitled, “An act, organizing 
County Courts,” —with amendments. : 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, authorizing the Comptroller of 
Public accounts, to examine and settle the accounts of Hugh 
S. Hope—late Sheriff of. Harrison county,”—-was taken up, 

Redd a ‘third time and passed. l 

A bill to be entitled an act, requising the County Treasurer 
of Paschal county; to pay over the monies, remaining in his 
hands, after the abolishment of his office;” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, tò provide for running and 
marking the boundary lines of Anderson county;” was taken 
up, 
aaa a third time and passed. 

A. bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for running and 
marking the boundary lines of the counties of Panola and 
Upshur; was taken up, . 

_Read a third,time and passed. , 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, providing, how the counties, 
formed out of the territory of Nacogdoches county, shall pay 
a portion of the debt, due by said county of Nacogdoches;” 
was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A. bill, to be entitled, “An act, to anthorize the Governor, to 
procure a full set of weights and measures, for the use of the 
State; and provide for the distribution of the same;” was taken 
up, 
Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be’entitled, “an act, to authorize the ‘opening and 
construction of a Turnpike Road, from the city of Houston to 
the town of Brenham;” was taken up, and 

Read a third time, 


Pead 
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The yeas and nays was called, on the final passage of the 
bill, and stood as follows: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, 
Cazneau, Clark. Cronican, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Eddy, 
Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch Holland, Howard, lrion, 
Mabry, McClarty, McCown, McFarland, Muckleroy,. ‘Ogden, 
Pattillo, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Sadler, Stewart Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Rusk, Tankersly, Truitt, White and Willie:— 
38. 


Nays.—Messrs. Dickson, McNeill, Miliean, Pease, Perkins, 
Russell, Ryburn and Swift:—8. l 

So the bill was passed. 

A: bill, to be entitled, “an act, tə incorporate the La Grange 
Female Institute,” was taken up, and 

Read a third time. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the final passage of the 
bill, and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs.Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown Cazneau,Clark, 
Dickson, Dupree, Echols, Eddy, Erath, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, 
Howard, Irion, Keenan, Mabry McClarty, McCown, McFar- 
land, McNeill, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, Ogden, 
Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Smith of Harris, 
Smith, of Rusk, Sadler, Savage, Swift,Fankersly, Truitt, White, 
and Willie:—43. 

Nays.—Messrs. Charlton, Pease, and Russell:—3. 

sothe bill was passed. _ 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, incorporating the city of New 
Braunfels;” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: i 


To the Honorable Speaker of the 
House of Representatives: 


The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the follow- 
` ing bills, &c. and find the same correctly enrolled: 

“An act, to establish the county of Cass;” 

“An act, to restore lands, sold for taxes and bidin by the 
Government, to their former owners;” 2 

“An act, to require the county of Grimes, to pay a portion.of 
the debt of Montgomery county;” — 

“An act, forthe relief of James Gilliam, assignee of Jesse 
‘Billingsly;” 

“An act, requiring Juries, in certain criminal cases, to a- 
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sess the fine to be imposed, or punishment to be inflicted;” 

“An act, creating the county of Henderson;” 

“An act, to-apportion, in part the Public Debt .of Fannin 
county, between the new counties within the former limits of | 
the same;” l o 

“An act, to organize the county of Upshur;” `> . 

“An act, transferring a portion of the liabilities of Milam 
county, to the county of Burleson;” 

A “Joint Resolution, for disposing of a portion of the Pub- 
lic Buildings, in the city of Austin;” and. 

A “Joint Resolution granting the Hon. John Hemphill, Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court, leave of absence from the 
State.” 

Said bills and Joint resolutions, having been signed by the ' 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President 
protem., of the Senate, were, this day, presented to his Excel- 
lency, the Governor, for his approval. oe. 

[Signed] JAS. M. BURROUGHS, 
i Chairman. 

Which report was read and accepted. 

_ A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to secure the rights of Yolun- 
teers, in the Naval service of Texas, to their Bounty Lands; 
“was taken up, and - i 

Read a second time. - 

_ Mr. Sadler moved, that the bill be passed to a third read- 
ing. 

Mr. Stevenson proposed, to amend the bill, by inserting af- 
ter the word “discharge” in the sixth line, the words, “and 
those who furnished money, or assistance, up to the present 

ate.” . ~ ' 

Mr Russell, moved, that the bill be laid upon the table, uatil 
Monday 11 o'clock. a 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Keenan moved, that the bill and amendment be referred 
to the committee on Claims and Account® 

Which motion wgs lost. 

The question then recurred, on the adoption of the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Stevenson. 

he yeas and nays being called thereon, stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Harry, Burroughs, Noble, Rayner and Ste- 
venson—5. > 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Bourland, Brown, Cazneau, 
Chariton, Clark, Couke, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Echols, 
Edwards of gan Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillet, Gilliam, 
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Gooch, Howard, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, McFar- 
land, McNeill, Milican, Muckleroy, Ogden, Paltillo, Pease, Per- 
kins, Perry, Railey, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, 
Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, 
Truitt, White, and Willie—48. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

` Mr. Stevenson then moved, thatthe bill belaid ionieni 

The yeas and nays being called thereon, stood as fol- 
lows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Barry, Burroughs, Charlton, Dickson, Ech- 
ols, Edwards of San Augustine, Keenan, McNeill, Muckle- 
roy, Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins; Perry, Rayner, Redgate, 
Russell, Stevenson, Truitt and White—20. 

Nays—Messrs. ‘Adams, Bourland, Brown, Cazneau, Clark, 
Cooke, Cronican, Dupree, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Giller, Gooch, 
Howard, Irion, Mabry, McCown, McFarland, | Milican, Ogden, 
Railey Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, 

Smith of Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, and Willie—32. 

-So the motion, to lay the bill upon the table, was lost. 

Mr. Howard offerred the following as an additional section 
to the bill: 

Provided, That no one, but the original claimant, or his 
heirs, shall be entitled, to the benefit of this act.” 

Mr. Tankersly proposed, to amendthe amendmentas follows: 

Provided, also, That the provisions of this act, shall not ex- 
tend to any other person, than those who were accepted and 
received, by the Government, as Volunteers in the Navy of 
‘Texas. 

Which amendment was adopted. i 

The sense of the House was then taken, on the adoption of 
Mr. Howard’s amendment; as ammended by Mr. Tankersly; 
and ` 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Burroughs, moved, that House adjourn until 3 o'clock, 
P. M. # 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Erath moved, that the sense of the House be taken on the 
previous question. 

Which motion was carried. 

Question—Shall the bill, now tia consideration of the 
House, be passed to a third ‘reading? 

The Yeas and nays weré called thereon, and stood as fol- 
lows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Bourland, Brown, Cazneau. 
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. Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dupree, Eddy, Erath, Gillett, Gooch, 
Howard, Irion, Mabry, McClarty, McCown, McFarland, Ogden, 
Perkins, Perry Rayner, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stew-. 
art, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, and Willie:—32. 

Nays—Messrs. Barry, Burroughs, Charlton, Dickson, Ech- 
ols, Edwards of San Augustine, Gray, Keenan, McNeill, Mili- 
can.. Noble,. Pattillo, Pease, Railey, Redgate, Stevenson, Truitt, 
and White—17. : 

So.the bill was passed tæa third reading. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, te punish any person, who 
shall write, print, or distribute anything, having a tendency to 
produce insubordination,among the colored population of the 
State;” was taken up—together with.the amendments thereto, 
made by the committee on State Affairs.. 

Which amendments were read, and the first and secondof them 
adopted. 

Mr. 'Fankersly moved’ that the word, “imprisonment,” be 
stricken out. 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Howard moved; that the words. “Bench and Bar,’ be 
stricken out. 

The yeas and nays were. called, thereon and stood as fol- 
lows: > l 

Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Burroughs, Cazneau, Geech, How- 
ard, McClarty, Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Redgate, 
Russell and Tankersly—15. 

Nays—Messrs, Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Charlton, 
Clark, Cooke, Cronicén, Dickson, Dupree, Echols, Edwards of 
San Augustine, Eddy, Irion, Keenan, McCown, McFarland, 
McNeill. Milican, Muckleroy, Railey, Rayner, Ry.burn, Sadler, 
Savage, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Truitt, White and 
Willie —29. . 

So the motion was lost. 

Question—Shall the ammendment proposed by the comn.it- 
tee on State Affairs, to the bill now under consideration of the 
House, be adopted? 

The House decided in the affirmative. , 

The sense of the House was then taken, on passing the bill, 
to a third reading. ., 

The yeas and nays being called, stood aş follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Charlton, Cronican, Sadler, Smith ef Rusk 
and Willie—5.. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, 
Cazneau, Clark, Cooke, Dickson, Dupree, Echols, rath, Gray, 
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Gooch, Howard, Irion Keenan, McClarty McCown, McNeill, 
McFarland, Milican, Mackleroy, Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, 
Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Ry burn, Savage, Smith 
of Harris, Swift, Tankersly, Truitt and White—39. 

So the House refused to pass the bill to a third read- 

oo, 

Mr. Gray, Chairman, of the comittee on the J adiciary, asked 
leave to make a report. 

Mr. Dupree moved, that the House adjourn, until Monday 
morning nine o'clock. 

Which motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the House adjourned, until three 
o'clock, P. M. l 


THREE O'CLOCK, 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called and the following members answered to 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, 
Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Echols Edwards, 
of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, 
Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, McClar ty, McCown, 
McFarland, McNeill, Milican, “Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, Pat- 
tillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Russell, Sadler, 
Smith of Harris. Smith of Rusk, Swift and Tankersly. 

A quorum noi being present, 

a Mr. Echols moved, that the House adjourn, until Monday ` 
morning, nine o clock. 

Which motion-was lost. 


On motion of Mr. Stewart, the house adjourned, until Mon- 
day morning, nine, o’clock. 


*- 


City or Austin, MONDAY, 
April 27, 1846. 
The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names: 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
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oo Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Charlton, 
Clark, Dickson, Dupree, Dark; ua; chols, Edwärds of Nacog. 
doches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gilliam, Gooch, m 
Irion, J ones, Keenan, McClarty, McCown, McCulloch, McFar- 
land, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mallins, Noble, ’Pattillo, 
Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Ryburn, ’Sadler, Savage, 
Stewart, Smith of H arris, ‘Smith of Rusk, ‘Swift, Sublett, 
Tankersly, Truitt, White, and Willie. 

A. quorum being pr esent, the House procéeded to business. 

The Journal of Saturday, the twenty fifth instant was read 
and adopted. 

Mr. Willie presented a memorial, from a portion of he citi- 
gens of Washington County—praying that said County may 
not be divided. 

Which was read; and, on motion, geferred to the oomme ilee 
on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: i 


To the Honorable Wm. E, Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for serving Writs, or 
other process, upon Sheriffs, ” anda bill, to be entitled, “An act, 
to regulate motions for cost, in actions”—recommend that said 

bills be laid upon the table; the provisions of the same having 
recently been incorporated in a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to 
regulate proceedings in the District Court. A 
.(Signed) P. W. GRAY, 


_ Chairman. 


Which report was read PE adopted, and the bills laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the commitee the on J Baily: also, 
made the following report: 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speeker: of the House of Representatives: 


$ 


- The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
hill. to be entitled, “An act, to regulate’ the License and Prac- 
gee of Attorneys aud Counsellors at Law,” have had the same 

er a aa and have instructed me to report the bill 


> 
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back to the House—with the accompanying amendments—and 
to recommendits passage. . À 
(Signed) P. W. GRAY, 
Chairman. 
Which report was read and received, and laid upon the ta- 
ble; to come up among the orders of the day. ° | 
Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
reported as follows: . 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred. the 
Petition of Thomas Cox, have instructed meto. report the fol- 
lowing bill, for his relief; and to recommend its passage. 

(Signed) P. W. GRAY. 

l Pa _ Chairman. 
A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to authorize Thomas Cox, to 
liberate certain slaves, thereinnamed, was then taken up and 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Gray; Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, al- 
. somade the following report: i 

y COMMITTEE ROOM, 
April 24, 1846. ! 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, l 
Speakerof the House of Representatives: 


The committee on the Judiciary, have had under considera- 
tion, that portion of a bill, (fromthe Senate,) to be entitled, 
“An act, organizing District Courts” which relates to Pleading, 
‘Practice &c; and have prepared the enclosed bill, to be enti- 
tled, “An act, regulating proceedings in the District Gourts— 
as a- substitute for the aforesaid portion of the Senate’s bill. 

They instruct me to report the said substitute, with the re- 
commendation that it be adopted and passed. 

(Signed) . BP. W. GRAY. 

Chairman. 

Which report was read and received, and the substitute laid 

npon the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs 
made the following report: l ' 
Commitrex Room. 

l APrRIL 27, 1846. }. 
To the Honorable Wm „E. Crump, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: ` 

The committee on Affairs of State, to which was referred 
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` the memoriatof James W. Robinson Andrew J. McGown; amd’ 
others—praying that they, and all others who may become’ as- 
sociated with them; be created a body corporate—under the 
name and style of the “Texas Monumental and Historical- As- 
sociation”—together with the. accompanying documents; have 
considered the same, and, in view of-the late-peried of*the 
session, to which they have, unavoidably, been deferred, have - 
§nstructed me to return: the said Memorial and other papers 
to the House; requesting, that they be laid upon-the table, for 
the consideration of the future Legislatutes of the Country. 

In adopting this course, the committee--would not be under- 
stood as intending or designing to defeat the intentions of the 
Memorialists.. They appreciate thé-motives and feelings,which 
have prompted them to ask, of the Legislature, the privileges 

‘and powers which they have; and to none would the accom- 
plishment of their objects afford: more pleasure: and gratifica- 
tion, than tothe committee. ` a 

The memorialists have enlisted in a holy canse—one which 
addresses-itself to the affectionate attention and consideration 
of every Texian; and one which must, surely, receive the com- 
mendatiom of the friends of Freedom, thrcugheut the world. 

It is-meeé, in view of: the obligations resting upon the living, 
fér benefits received; and the beneficial influence, which they 
are calculated to exert upon pesterity-_that such testimonials 
of regard and reverence, should be erected to the memory of 
those who died, while‘defending their ccuntry. Costly Monu- 

. ments have @risen, in honor. of those who offered up their lives 
upon the battle-flelds of the American Revolution;and, since-it 
Is owing, ina great measure, to the-influénces of that eventful : 
struggle, that this land has been redeemed from intolerance-and 
oppression, it would be well, at last, that similar tekens of 
respect and veneration, be-reared to the recollection of tHose, 

- who offered themselves a Sacrifice for Texian lidependence: 

The crumbling walls of the Alamo; and other places, con- 
secrated by their blood, anesthe only indicia which designate 
the scenes oftheir glerys - None but the-wild flowers of Nature 
bloom over the place of their repose-—‘“no Splendid Mausoleum 
lifts its marble. tablet--crowned with: the history of their 
achievements—for the admiration of millions, yet unborn! Nor 
has the hand of affection ever directed, over their tombs, the 
tendrils of ‘the:sepulchral vine. How sacred, then, the dhity |. 
how. propitious the time—when the: history of “their noble 
deeds and daring prowess,” is still fresh in the recollection of 
every individual; to adopt. measures calculated to perpetuate 
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their memories! And, could the dead be affected by the actions 
of the living, how pleasing would it be!—\What satisfaction 
would it give to the departed hero” of the Texan Revolution, 
tosee those who now enjoy the blessings which “they gave 
their lives to achieve,” engaged in such becoming acts of es- 
teem and remembrance. 

(Signed) 7 E. CLARK 


Chairman. 


Which report was read and adopted, and the bill laid upon 
the table, to come up with the orders of the day. i 

Mr. Keenan, Chairman of the committee où Education, 
made the following report: 

Comairrree Room, 
Aprit 27, 1846, 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Education, to. whom was referred a Res- 
olution, instructing them to “inquire into the expediency of 
amending the Constitution, so as to provide forthe immediate 
disposition of the lands, appropriated-by the late Republic of 
‘Texas for the purposes of Education,”have had the same undér 
egnsideration; and are persuaded, that, for slight or imagina- 
ry evils, no alteration in its provisions should be made. If 
the interest of the whole country could be advanced, by the 
sale of the School Lands, then it would be the duty of the Leg- 
islature, to effect that object as Soon as possible. But, at pres- 
ent, if the restrictions, imposed by the Constitution, were re- 
moved, and the lands brought into market: so great would he 
the competition,of individual speculators and private land-hold- 
ers, as to diminish their price; and, thereby, measurably defeat 
the object for which they were granted. 

It may bea misfortune, to some of those counties in which 
they are located; and, in some degree, retard the progress of the 
settlements in them. But, at the same time, it would be im- 
-politic,in the Legislature,or the people of. the State, to sacrifice 
them, by immediate sale, for the local advantage of any sec- 
tion of the Country. Legislation should not be, alone, for the. 

present convenience of the people; but for the permanent in- 
` terest of the country. . 

The committee would’ therefore, ask to be discharged from 
. the further consideration of the subject. . = 

[Signed] Ç. G, KEENAN, 
oS Chairman. 


= 
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Which report was read and adopted, -and the bill laid upon 
the table. 
Mr. Adams made the following report: 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of- Representatives. 


The Select Committee, to whomt was- referréd a bill, -té be 
entitled, “an act, to organize the county: of Leon,” have. in- 
structed me to report the accompanying bill, as.a substitute for 
the original, and to recommend its passage. ' l 

[Signed] . G W. ADAMS, 

i . Chairman. 

Which report was read and adepted. a 

Mr. Pattillo introduced a bill, to be entitled, “an act, requir- 
ing the Commissioner of the General Land Office, to issue Pat- 
ents in the name, and by the authority of the State of Texas.” 

Which was read a first time. l 

On motion of Mr, Eddy, the rule, requiring bills to be read 
on three several days, was suspended. 

The bill was then read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the Rule was further suspended; 
and the bill-was 4 

Read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the House proceeded ta the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Mr. Perkins moved, that the vote of the House, taken on a 
previous day, on Engrossing a bill, to be entitled; “An act, se- 
curing Bounty Land to Volunteers,in the Naval service,” be re- 
considered. a 
i The yeas and nays were called thereon, and stood as fòl- ` 
OWS: - ‘ 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Brown, Charlton, Clark, Dick- 
son, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of 
San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Gilliam, Holland, Howard, Keen-, 
an, McClarty, McCown, McFarland,Miller; Milican,Muckteroy, 
Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Rayner, Redgate Ryburn, Ste- 
_ venson, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Swift,.Tankersly, Truitt, and 

White—36. - l . oe 

Nays—Messrs Adams, Bourland, Cooke, Cronican, Dupree, 
Erath, Gooch, Irion Jones, McCulloch, Mullins, Ogden, Russell, 
allor, Savage, Smith of Harris, Sublett,- Williams and. Wil- 
le—19 i 
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So the motion, to reconsider the vote, was carried. 
On motion of Mr. Perkins, the bill was referred to the co 
mittee on the Judiciary. ea 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to require the county of Tity 
to pay a portion of the debt of Red Riyer county;” was ela 
up,and 

Read a first time,_ = 4 

On motion, the Rule, requiring bills to be read on three sor. 
eral days, was suspended. 

The bill was then read’a second time. 

i ni Barry offered the following as an amendment to th 
ili: : 

- “Be it further enacted, That the Chief ‘Justice and Commis 

sioners of Titus county, shall meet the Chief Justice and Com 

missioners of the county of Red River—in the town of Clarks 

ville Red River county—on the first Monday in Decemberaett 

and there and then.apportion the debt between said counties" 

“Be it further enacted, That the county of Titus shall TEGEN 
a credit, on her proportion of debt, by any certified claim again 
the county of xẹéd River; which may be paid by the author 
ay of Titus county, to the authorities of Red River cow 
y: l 
Which amendment was read and adopted. 

i a Russell offerred the following, asan amendment to th 
ill: 

Provided, That nothing, contained in this act shall affect i 
any way whatever, the citizens of that part of Titus count 
which was formerly a part of Bowie county.” i ! 

On motion of My. Bourland, the bill was referred to the,com 
mittee on State Affairs. 

A message was received from his Excellency, the Governo. 
informing the House that he had approved and signed the ft 
lowing bills and Joint Resolution: 

An act, for the relief of James Gilliam, Assignee of Jest 
Billingsly;” eae | 

“An act, requiring the county of Grimes, t tion i 
the, debt of Moen d PAA P SE Hon 

“A act, creating the county.of Henderson;” 

4An act, transferring a part of the liabilities of Milam count), 
to the county of. Burieson;” Be oes k 

“An act, to organize the conty of Upshur;” 

An act, to restore lands sold for taxes, arid bid in byt 
{Government, to their former owners; . . 

_ “An act, to establish the county of Cass;” and 
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“AiJoint-reselution, granting the Hon. -John Hemphill, Chief 
Justice of the supreme Court, leave of absence. from the 
State.” 
ae Senate’s substitute for a bill, ‘to ‘be entitled, “An act, 
supplementary to an act, creating the county of Panola;” was 
' taken up, and . 
| Read and-coricurred in. 
| Mr. Dupree ‘offered the following Resolution: 
| Resolved, that this ‘House will not entertain any motion, 
oe after this day, for the reference of any bill—as it seems 
tobe an unnecessary consumption of time—unlessit be by 2 

| wieof four fifths of this House.” ea. 

| Which Resolution was read,and laid upon the table, one 
| day, for consideration. 

| Abill, to be entitled, “An act, regulating appeals to the Su- ` 
| preme -Court, in criminal cases;” was taken up—together- 
| with the amendments thereto made by the Senate. 

+ Which amendments were read, and the first, second and 
| sixth of them, concurred in. The third, fourth and fifth were 
| rejected, . 

| Abill,to be entitled, “An act, to declare—What officers 
| hall give Certificates of.Election tin-Senatorial elections; in 
| Districts composed of more than one eounty;” was taken up— 
| together with the report thereon, made ‘by the committee of 
Conference. i 

| On motion of Mr. Bourland, the Chairman, on the part of 


the House, of said committee of Conference, withdrew the re- 
port. 
A bill, to be entitled, “An act, organizing County Courts;” 
was taken up—together with the amendmentsthereto, made by 
the Senate, l - l 
| Which amendments were read, and the second, fourth, and 
seventh concurredin. The-Housé rejected the first, third and 
| fifth of said amendments. 
| The yeas‘and nays were called, on the adoption of the-sixth 
émendment, and stood as follows: l 
Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Clark, Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, -Gillett, Howard, Hudson, 
Jones, McCulloch, Miller, Pease, Perkins, Pérry, Russell, Sad- 
ler, Stevenson, Swift, Sublett, Williams and Willie—20. 
ays—-Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown Burroughs, 
Charlton, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, -Dupree, Durham, Echols, 
‘Er ath, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland,.Keenan, McClarty, Me- 
Cown, McFarland, McNeill, Milican, Muckleroy,Mullins, No- 


550 


ble Pattillo, Redgate, Ryburn, Savage, ‘Stevenson, Stewart, 
Smith of Harris, Smith'of Rusk, Tankersly, Treitt and White-89, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The eighth amendment and the additional‘Section, propos- 
ed by the Senate, were .also rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Howard, a committee of Conference was 
‘appointed, on the partof the House, to take into consideratiou 
the subject of disagreement. a 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Howard. Gray ‘and Pease, 
‘to compose'said committee. we 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 

House of the passage of the following bills, by that*body: 

.. A bill, to be entitled‘ “An-act, requiring the county of? New- 
' ton, to pay a portion of the:debt of Jasper county) 

A bill, to be entitled, “An ‘act to repeal an act, supplementa- 
ry to an act, authorizing the issuing of Duplicate Land War- 
rants, Discharges and Head Rights, on certain conditions, ap- 
proved, January fifteenth 1846;” and 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, for the relief of any person, 
who has purchased Lots, in the city of Auston, or Out hots, 
upon. the tract ajoining.” aa 

The House was also informed, that the Senate had receded 
from their amendment, toa bill, to be entitled, “An act, author- 
izing Chief Justices, who were elected on the first Monday in. 
February last, to continue in office, until their successors are 
‘elected;” and that they had also receded from their amendment, 
to a “bill to be entitled, “An act, providing for the transfer of 
Records of Administrations, to new counties—except as to the 
county of Montgomery—and that they had appointed a com- 
-mittee of Conference, consisting of Messrs, Phillips, Miller and 
Navarro; and requesting the appointment ofa like committee’ 
on the part of the House. oie eas 

A bill, to be‘entitled “An act, creating the county of Titus; 
was taken up, ‘and è 

Read a first time. 

On motion, the Rule, requiring bills to be read on three sever- 
al days; was suspended. ` 

The bill was then reata second time; and 

On motion, referred to the committee on County Bounda- 
ries. . r l 

A bill to be entitled‘ “An act, to provide for ‘the summary 

‘recovery of real property; was taken up—together with the l 
‘amendments, thereto reported by the-committee on the J udicia- 
LY. r T 7 
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Which amendment was read and adopted. 

On motion, the bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, to be. entitled, “An act, to authorize the Governor, to 
open the Election Returns, of the first Congressional District;” 
was taken up, and 

Read a first time. ~ 

On motien of Mr. Durham, the bill was Jaid upon the table. 

. On motion of Mr. Clark, leave of absence was granted to 
Mr. McCown, for the balance of the Session. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act. requiring the county of Dallas 
to ae portion of the debt of Robertson county;” was taken up» 
an 

Read a second time, : 

On Motion, the bill was referred tothe committee on State 
Affairs. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, for the relief of Petit Jurors;” 
was taken up, and 

Read a sedond time. 

Mr: McNeill moved, to amend the bill, by insertiug, after 
the word “Petit,” the words, “and Grand.” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

Question—Sha!] the bill, now under censideration of the 
House be engrossed? 
The yeas and nays were called thereon, and stood as fol- 

ows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Beurland, Barry, Burroughs, Charl- 
ton, Glark, Dickson, Durham, &chols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gilliam, Gooch, How- 
ard, Irion, Keenan, McClarty, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, 
Milicen, Muckleroy, Mullins, -Noble, Paftillo, Perry, Redgate, 
Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Truitt 
and Willie—36. i i 

Nays—Messrs. Adams, Cronican, Gray,Gillett, Miller, Pease, 
Sadler and White—8. ; 

So the question was decided in thè affirmative, and the bill or- 
dered to be engrossed. , 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, regulating the License and 
Practice of Attorneys and Councellors at Law;” was taken up 
together with the amendments thereto, reported by the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Which amendments were read and adopted. 

Mr. Willie moved, that the words, “the applicant shall be 
twenty-one years of age,” be stricken out of the bill. 

Which motion was lest.- 
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Mr. Willie then moyed, that allthat portion of the bill; requir- 
-ing the applicant to obtain the.certificate of the Chief Justice, 
thatthe as of good moral character, be stricken out. 

Which motion was also lost. . 

Mr. Clark moved, to amend the bill, by inserting; at the end 
of the sixth Section, the words, “during the pendency of the 
guit.” 

Which amendment was adopted. . 

On motion, the bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled,“An act, prescribing the mode ofrobtain- 
ing and establishing Land Certificates,” -was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Krath moved, that the bill be read by ‘Sections. 

Onmotionof Mr. Clark, the House adjourned, until two o'clock - 
r. OM. 


“TWO O'OLOCE, IP. W, 


>The House met, pursuant to-ddjournment. 
The roll was called, and the following: members -answered 
~ to their names: 
Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Charlton, 
-Clark, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacog- 
doches, Edwards of San Angustiné, Eddy, Erath, Gilliam, 
Gooch, Irion, Jones, ‘Mabry McClarty, McFarland, McNeill, 
Miller, Milican, .Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, Perkins, Perry, 
Railey, Redgate, Russell, Rypurn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart; 
Smith of Rusk, Swift, Subletr, Tankersly, Truitt White and 
Wiliams. ` 
Á quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. ` 
A bill to be entitled, “An act, to provide for obtaining aad 
establishing Land Certificates,;” being under consider ation. 
Mr. McNeill, moved, to strike out tha fourth Section. 
Which motion was lost. 
duestion—Shall the bill, now under consideration of the 
House, be engrossed? 
i The yeas ad nays were called, thereon, and stood sa. fol- 
OWS. . 
Yeas—Messre. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, 
Cazneau, Clark, Cronican, Dnpree, Durham, Erath, Gillett, Git- 
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iam, Gooch, Hudson, Irion, Jones. Mabray, McClaity, McCul-; 
och, Milican, Mullins, Perry, Raily, Ryburn. Sadler, Savage, 
Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Smith.of Harris, Swift, Tankersly 
Truitt and Williams----34. 

Nays:- --Messrs. Burroughs, .-Gharlton, Dickson, Echols; Ed- 
wards of San Augustine, Edwards of Nacogdoches, McFar- 
land, McNeill, Miller, Muckleroy, Noble, Pease, Perkins, Sub- 
lett and White—15. 

So the question was decided in the affirmative, and the bill 
was ordered to be-engrossed. 

‘A bill, to be entitled, “An act, authorizing and requiring 
the Commissioner of the General.Land Office, to issue Pat- 

ents on unconditional certificates for Land; was taken: “up, and 
' Read a seeond time. 
pe Willie offered the following, as.an-additional section to 

6 bill: 


“That Patents may, in like manner, be obtained, -upon 
all good and genuine certificates, of the first élass, which have 
been issued by any of the Boards of Land- Commissioners 
since the fourth day of February, 1841.” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

On motion, the bill was then ordeted.to’ be-engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to ponvide fer. the loss Field 
Notes of surveys;” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be: engrosséd.' 

A bill, to be entitled' “An-act, to make valid-Patents, imened 
- to deceased,persons;” was taken up, and 

Read.a second time. 

On motion the bill was ordered to be engrossed: 

Mr Clark, Chairman of the committee on’ Internal Improve- 
ments, ‘made the following report: 


. Conmirrer Room, 
April 27, 1846. 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Coump, i 
Speaker of ihe House of Representatives: 


The committee on Interna] Improvements, to which WAE 
referred the “Petition of John- W. Massie and numerous oth- 
ors”—praying that Robert L. Lane, Taylor Brown and David 

Brown, and such present-and future associates, sunecess- 
ors and assignees,as.may hereafter exist, be created a body Cor- 
porate—with the:usual and: :necessapy powers and privileges 

ap pertaining to Gorporations—have had the same under con 
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sideration; and all of the committee, present at the Meeting at 
which said Petition-was considered—-being a majority—have 
instructed me to report the enclosed bill, to the House, and to 
recommend its passage. (Signed) E. CLARK, Chairman, 

Which report was read and adopted. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the Sabine Nav 
igation, Company”—reported by the committee on Internal Im- 
provements—was taken up, and 

Read a first time. l 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the Rule, requiring bills to be reads 
on three several days was suspended, 

The bill was then read a second time. 

Mr. Howard offered to amend the bill, by inserting the words 
—-Provided, That the Legislature have the right to change 
the tolls and freights; 

Which amendment wes adopted. 

Mr. Bourland moved, to strike out the words, “Barnett’s 
Blaf;” and insert in the eighth line ot the-sécond Section, 
the words, “Big Sandy.” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

On motion ef Mr. Burroughs, the bill was laid upon the ta- 
ble, until to-morrow morning. 

A bill, te be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the several coun- 
ties of this State, which now exist, or may be, hereafter, crea- 
ted:” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. , 

On motion, thebill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bil to be entitled, “Anact, to limit suits, between parties non- 
residents-of the State, in certain cases;” was taken up---togother 
with the amendments thereto offered by the Select committee. 

Which amendments were read, and the first rejected-.--the 
second and third adopted. 

Mr. Barry moved, testrike out the words‘ “six months.” 

Which motion was carried. 

Rir.Miller moved, to insert, “four years.” 

Whick motion was rejected. 

Br. Bariy -proposed, to insert “three years.” 

Which was also rejected. 

Mr. Burroughs moved, that the blank be filled with th words 
“two years.” l i 

Which motien-was carried. . 

The yeas and ‘nays were- ca¥ed,.on the engrossment of the 
bill, and stood as follows: : i 

Yeas—Messrs. Barry, Browm, Burroughs, Clark, Durham, 
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Echols, rath, Irion, Keenan, McFarland, McNeill, Noble, Ry- 
burn, S.ewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk and Truitt---19. 

Nays---Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Cazenau, Charlton, Dick- 
son, Edwardsot Nacogdoches, Edwards of San ‘Augustine, Ed- 
dy, Gray, Gillet, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Hudson, Mabry, Mc- 
Culloch, Miller, Milican ‘Muckleroy, Ogden, Pattillo, Pease Per- 
kins, Redgate, "Russell, Sadler, Savage Swift, Tankersly and 
White—3o. 

So the House refused to engross the bill. 

Mr. Burroughs, Chairman of the commijtee on Enrolled Bills 
made the following report: 

To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the follow- 
ing bills and find the same correctly enrolled: 

“An act, to incorporate the Society of Free Masens—compos- 
ed of Lodges and Chapters;” 

“An act, to raise a revenue, by direct taxation;” 

“An act,to previde for Digesting and arranging the Laws—~ 
civil and criminal—of a general nature;” 

“An act, to provide for. the registration of the separate prop- 
erty of married women;” . 

“An act, to provide for closing the business of the late De- 
partment, of War and Marine; and 

A “Joint Resolution, concerning Roads,in Robertson county? 

Said bills and Joint Resolution, having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the President pro 
tem.of the Senate, were, this day, presentéd to his Excellen- 
cy, the Governer,. for his ariora 

(Signed) J. M. BURROUGHS. 

Chairman. 

Which rapot was read and accepted. 

A.bill to be entitled, “An act, requiring the Commissioner 
‘of the General Land Office, to issue Patents, in certain cases; 
wastaken up—with the amendments, thereto reported by the 
‘committee.on the Judiciary. 

Which amendments were read and adopted. 

‘Mr. Tankersly moved, to amend by,inserting, after the word 
“this” in the.last Section of the bill, the word “act.” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

ee motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed, 

A “Joint R esolution, for the ENE of Charles B. Snow;” was 
taken up, and 

Read a second time. 
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i ‘On motion the bill was ordered to be engrossed. : 
{ Mr. Perkins moved, that the rule,requiring bills &c to-be rend 


; | Whieh motion was lost. ; a. 
_ A bill, to be entitled, “ An act to establish a State Peniten- 
p tiary,” was taken up, and , 
c Read a first time. 
i On motion, the rule was suspended, and the bill was read-a 
second time by its caption. i en 
On further motion, the bill was referredto the eommittee on 
“State ‘Affairs. 
ir. Pease moved to take up-a bill, to be ertitled, “ An act, 
regulating proceedings in the District Courts,” and the substi- 
‘tute therefor, reported by the con:mittee on tke Judiciary- 
Which motion was carried. 
The substitute was then read and adopted. ; 
On motion. of Mr. Sadler, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
zow morning, 9- o'clock. - 


- 


Crry of Austin, TURSDAY. 

l April 28th, 1846. 

The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered. 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Bur . 
roughs, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, 
Burham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, -Edwards of San _ 
Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, ‘Holland, Hud- 
son, Irion, Jones, Keenan, McClarty, McCulloch, McFarland, 
Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, Pattillo, Perry, 
Rarley, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Savage, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Rusk, Sublett. Tankersly , Trait, White, and Williams. 

A quoram being present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Journ of the preceding day-was read and adopted. 

- Mr. Tankersly, Chairman -of the -committee on Finanes, 
made the following report: , j 


HOUSE OF T or Auer Toe. 
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EST 


Eo the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, . > 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: - 

The cominittee on Finance, to whom-was referred a bill, to į 
be entitled, An act, to repeal the fourth..section of An act, Ap-{ 
proved, seventh of June 1837—-authorizing the consolidation 
und*funding of the Public Debt, have instructed me to report 
thereon. 

[The original of this report has been misplaced; and no 
transcript of it having been made, into the Journal, a copy: 
oannot be furnished: for publication. ] 

‘Which report was read, and laid upon the table,.to come up : 
with the orders of the day. . 

Mr..Kéenan, Cuairman of the committee on Education,mads 
the following report: l 


, 
| : 
Commirrre Room, | 
APRIL 27, 1846, 3 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, . 
Speaker of. the House. of Representatives. : 
The committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be entitled, 


_ An act, to, authorize the Secretary-o£ State, to exchange the 


Literary’ Works. and Natural Productions of this State, for 


those of other conntries’—have had the same under considera- 


tion, and instruct me to report:: That an interchange, of the 
kind proposed, would resultin benefit tous; and be the means 
ef acquiring much interesting and valuable.amatter, of a Lit- 
erary, Scientific and Political character, which cannot be pro~- 
eured in any other manner; and which, of course, is now placed. 
beyond our reach. oe 

Inevery.country there are important papers,.books, reports 
and documents—-the records of'Governments,,or property of 
Literary Associations—which cannot be found m book-stores 
and market places; but would, as a matter of courtesy, be -wil- 
lingly exchanged for copies of thelaws and Journals, that fill 
the lumber:rooms of our State Departments. 

The system of interchange, here recommended, has been #- 
dopted by the United States, and many of the individual States 
of the Confederacy; and is not placed upon the prineiple of bar~- 
ter, by which we are to. recgive an equivalent, only, for what 
we give,: A copy of the Journals of our Legislature, or a Vol- 
ame of its ‘Statutes—considered of little value by us—would, 
perhaps, be appreciated highly, by another Nation, andreceive 
a place in their Libraries ag a desirable acquisition to their eol- 
lection.. - Soar o 

The object is, to diffuse, ag widely as possible, the Litera- 
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‘ture of every, country, and to place in every National Library. 
the Laws that the wisdom of Ages has enacted. 

- The United States, of course, will transmit to our Govern- 
ment, her Laws and the Reprotsand Decisions of her Courts. 
But itis ouly by adopting asystem of international exchange, 
that we can expect to receive the same, from other countries 
and from individuals. 

The measure is greatly to be desired by Texas: The moral 
character and Literary acquirements of her people have been 
entirely misunderstood abroad; or, if known, have not been 
correctly estimated. We do not occipy that rank, in the opin- 
ion of Nations, that we deserve, for the simple reason, that we 
have made no efforts to inform them correctly upon the subject 

The appropriation, proposed in the bill, is only to defray the 
expense of transportation and other charges incident thereto. 
The committee would, therefore, recommend that the blank be 
filled with some reasonable amount; and that the bill receive 
the favorable consideration of the House. _ 

[Signed] C. G. KEENAN, 

Chairman. 

Which report was read and received, and laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up withthe ordeus of the day. 

Mr. White, one of the committee on Contingent Expenses 
made the following report; l 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The Chairman of the committee on Contingent Expenses, is 
absent, which you know is a contingency; and my name comes 
next on the list, which is another contingency, I did not expect 
to arise; and, as many more çontingencies may arise, I beg leave 
that some other person—not so subject to contingencies—may 
be appointed, to act as Chairman of the contingent committee 
on Contingent Expenses. : 

[Signed] F. M. WHITE, 

One of the Committee. 

Which report was read and adopted. 

-Mr. Russell, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: - 
Commirree Room, 
i April 28, 1846, 
To the Honorable Wm, E, Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined, the fol- 

lowing bills, and find the same correctly engrossed. 
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A bill, to be entitled, “An act, describing the mode of ob- 
taining and establishing Land Certificates;” 

À: ‘pill, to be entitled, “An act, to make valid all Patents, issu- 
ed inthe name of deceased persons;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for the loss of Field 
Notes of Surveys;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, requiring the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, to issue Patents, upon: unconditional 
Head Right Certificates for Land; “and 

A,bill, to'be entitled, “An act, for the Assessment and Collec- 
tion of Taxes.” SEN 

[Signed] A. J. RUSSELL, 

Chairman. 

Which report was read and accepted. 

- Mr. Willie, one of the committee on Engrossed Bills, made 
the following report: 

Commrrrzz Room. 
APRIL 28, 1846. 
To the Honorable Wm .E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a Joint 
Resolution, for the relief of ners: B. Snow,” and fng the 
same correctly engrossed. 

[Signed] JAS. WILLIE, 

One of the Committee. 

Which report was read and accepted. 

Mr. McFarland, Chairman, onthe part of the .House, of a 
Committee of Conference, made the follo wing report: 


Committees Room, 
April 25th, 1846. 


Po the Honorable’ Wm. F. Gum 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The Committee of Conference, appointed totake into ‘consid- 
eration a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to declare—What officers 
shall give Certificates of Election, i in Senatorial elections, in 
Districts composed of more than one county——have had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to report, 

First—That the Senate recede from its amendment—propo- 
sing to strike out “Bowie” and insert “Red River.” 

_ Secorid—That the House'concur inthe Senates is amendments 
— proposing to strike out Goliad “and insert “ Refugia.” 

The committee could not agree, relative fo the amendment.of 
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the Sénate—proposing to strike oùt- “Lamar” and insert “Fans 
nin.” They recommend the oppeintment of another commit- 
tee; and ask to be discharged from the farther consideration of 
the subject. f : 
; SAM. a 
s Chairman, on part of the House, 
[Signed], en PHILIPS, 
Chturman; on part of :the Senate. 

Which report was read and ‘adopted. 

Mr. MeFdarladnd moved, that-a--committee of conference be 
appointed to take into consideration a bill, to be entitled, “An 
act, to declare what officers -shall give certificates of election, 
in Senatorial elections; in Districts composed ofymore than ons 
eounty.” ‘ 

Which motion was earried.” 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Sadler, Keenan-and’ Dupree, 
to compose said committee, on the part of the House. 

Kir. Williams, introduced the following Resolution: 

“Resolved, By the Legislature of the Stdte of Texas, That, 
in its pate, the powers and bearing of Democracy shall be car- 
vied out—right or wrong.” 

Which resolution was read, and laid upon the table,.one day, 
for consideration. 

Mr. Russell introduced the following Preamble and Resola- 
tion: - 

“Wurreas—Iin consequence of the inattention of many mem 
bers ofthis House—it is difficult to keep a quorum to trans- 
act business, and thereby impeding-the progress of Legisla- 
tion; and in order to obviate.the present difficulty, and to for 
ward the business of the House, = 
“Resolved, That each:member who shall be absent from his 

peat, after the meeting of.the House—wnless excused, in con- 
sequence of sickness—be fined the amauntof. his per diem; 
and:that it shall be the duty of the Clerk of the House, in me- 
king out the certificate’ of each member, for his per diem, to 
deduct, . therefrom; all fines that may have been“ imposed, in 
consequence of absence.” : 

Mi chreeeece was read, and on motion of Mr. Willie, re- 
jected. . 

Mr. Stewart-introduced the following resohition—to wit: 

“Resolved, That the committee on State- affairs,* be request- 
<d'to report the bill, to be entitled, “An act; defining the du- 
ties of Secretary of State.” = 5. ` 

Which resolution was read and adopted. . 
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Mr. Gilliam introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to fa- 
cilitate the collection of debts, founded upon bonds and prom- 
issory notes)? ~ ; 

Which wad read a first time., 

A message was received, from his Excellency, the Governor, 
informing the House that he had approved and signed the fol- 

, lowing bills and Joint resolution: 

An act, to incorporate the society. of Free- Masons—compos- 
sed of Lodges and.Chapters;: 

An act,.to provide-for- closing the» busihess of the .Depart-- 
ment of War.: and Marine; `` í 

An act, to-raise a revenue; by:direct taxation; and 

A Joint Resolution, concerning roads, in Robertson county: 

Mr. Dupree introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to in-- 
corporate the Colorado Mining Company.” - 

Which was read a first time. . , 

Mr. Russell introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to de- 
oe from the salaries of officers, therein named, for neglect of 
duty. 

Which was read a first time. l 

Mr. Gray introduced a Joint resolution, instructing our Sen- 
ators and requesting our Representatives, in Congress, to pro- 
cure indemnity from the Government of the United States, to 
importers of goods, from the United States to Texas—between . 
December 31st, 1845, and February the” 16th, 1846. . 

Which was read a first time. 

On. motion,.the House proceeded to. the. 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY.. a 


A bil to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the Sabine Nav- 
igation:Company;” was taken up; and * — 

Read a second time. ` . 

On motion, the bill was ordéred to be engrossed. . 

On further motion, the rule requiring bills to be read on three 
Several days, was suspended, _ e 

The'bill' was then read à'third time. ; 

The yeas. and nays ‘were called, on the- final passage of 
the bill, and stood as follows: x 

eas—Meéssrs. ‘Speaker, Adams,, Barry, Brown, Cronican, 

Dupree, Echols, Edwards of- Nacogdoches, Hrath, Gilliam, e 
Gooch’ Howard, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McFarland, 
McNeill, Miller, Muckleroy, Noble, Ogden, Pattiljo, Perry, 
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“Redgate, Savage, Stewart,-Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tru- 
itt, White and Wtlie—3s. wg 
Nays—Messrs. Charlton, lark, Cooke, Dickson, Eddy, Hol- 
Jand, Jones, Milican, Mullins, Pease, Perkins, Russell, Sadler, 
‘Smith of Harris, Tankersly and Williams—16. 
So the bill was passed. ` - 
Mr. Eddy, one of the.committee on Jingrossed bills, made 
the following report. 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives; 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have Examined a Dill 
to be entitled, “An act, requiring the Commissioner of the 
General LandtOffice to issue Patents, in the name and by the 
authority of the State of Texas,”—and find the same correctly 
engrossed. i , 

[Signed] Z. WMS. EDDY, 
One of ‘the Committee. 

Which report was read-and accepted. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, fo legalize «certain surveys— 
made in Bastrop County by the:Surveyor-of Bexar County;” 
was taken up—together with the amendments thereto, report- 

, -ed by the commiftee on the Judiciary. 

Wr, White moved, that the report ‘be rejected. 

.The yeas and nays were called thereen, ahd stood as fol- 
lows: . 

Yeas—-Messys. Charlton, Cazneau, Cooke, Dupree, Durham, 
‘Eddy, Irion, Mabry, Mullins, Perkins, Redgate, Stevenson, 
Smith of Rusk, ¥Yhite and Williams—-15. 

WNays—Messrs. Speaker, Burroughs, Clark, Croniean, Dick- 
son, Edwards ef Nacogdoches, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, 
Iron, Keenan, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, 
Muckleroy,,Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Russell, Sadler, Sav- 
age, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Tru- 
itt and Willie—33. - 

+ So the House refused to reject the report. . ; 

Mr. White moved to insert, in the amendment, the words, 
“and surveyed by the Surveyor of Bexar county.” 

The yeas and nays were called, on the adoption of the 
amendment proposed by Mr. White, and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs.“azneau, Charlton, Durham, .Echols, Eddy 
“Erath, Gooch, Irion, Mabry, Mullins, Perkins, Perry, Redgate, 

» Stevenson; XY hite and Williams—16. ` 
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Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Burroughs, Clark, Dickson, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Howard, Hudson, Jones, Keenan; 
McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Noble, Og- 
den, Patillo, Pease, ‘Russell, Sadler, Savage, Stewart; Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Truitt and Willie—29. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Mabry moved, that the bill be laid upon the table, until 
Thursday next. 

Mr. Howard moved, that the bill be laid -upon the table, un- 
til the first day of June next. 

The,yeas and-nays were called thereon, and stood :as fol- 
lows: 

Yeas-—Messrs. Burroughs, Chariton, Dickson, Edwards of 
Nacogdoches, Howard, Hudson, Keenan, McCulloch, Miller, 
Muckleroy, Noble, Ogden, Sadler, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, 
Truitt and Willie=-17. 

_Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Cazneau, ‘Clark, Cooke, Du- 
pree, Echols, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gooch, Irion,: Jones, 
Mabry, McFarland,-McNeill, Millican, Mulins, Pattillo; Pease, 
Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Stevenson, Stewart, Swift, 
Tankersly and White—30. : 


So the motion was lost. 

The question then recurred, on the. adoption of Mabry’s mo- 
tion; and the 

Motion was-carried. o. 

Mr. Jones introduced the following resolution: 


“Resolved, That the Select committee, to whom was referred 
the Appropriation bill, be required to report the same to this 
- House, on Wednesday next, at ten o'clock.” - 

Which resolution was read, and 
On motion of Mr. Howard, laid upon the table. 


A bill, to be entitled, “An-act, making valid all Patents, is- 
suedste deceased persons;” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. l 

Mr. Stevenson introduced the following resolution: 


“Resolved, That a committee be appointed to take down 
the names of the members of the Legislatúre, their age, pla- 
ces of birth, whence they came to Texas, year of emigration, 
pursuits, professions or callings, religion, number of children 
—boys and girls, names, ages;and*wives’ original names, age 
likely or unlikely; tall er-skort, fair or brunette, talkative or 
silent, persuasive or Jévely. Where they came from, and 
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what brought each of said’ members to-the seine: what they 
expected, when they came to Texas; what they now expect; 
whether they are green or cured. if they consider thenselves 


shifty fellows—silent fellows—treating lively fellows, dzc., &e, ` 


&e., &e., &e.” 

Mr. Burroughs moved, to amend the resolution, by inserting 
the words—“and if their mothers know they are out.” 

Which amendment was rejected. 

Question—Shal: the resolution now under ey een of 
the House, be adopted? 

The-House decided in the negative.. 

Mr.“Durham moved, that a call of the House be made. 

Which motion was lost. A 

Mr. Durham then moved, that the House ad Journ until three 
n clock, r. m. 

a ok motion was also oa . 

A, bill, to be entitled “An act, prescribing the mode of es- 
tablishing. and obtaining Land Certificates; > was taken up. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 
sudjgiary. 

A substitute for a portion of a bill, (from the Senate) to be 
entitled, “An act, regulating proceedings i in the District Courts, 
was taken, up., 

Mr. Miller moved +o amend, by inserting, after the word, 
snare ”__“and shall be entitled to the same pay, therefor, 
is by law is allowed to witnesses.” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Howard proposed to amend, by inserting the words: 
“Provided, That, on leave of the Court, additional. ‘errors, may 
he filed in the Supreme Gourt.” , 

Which amendment was adapted. 

On motion the bill was then-ordered ‘to-be eñgrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, the nee adjourned, until thrée 
o'clock, P. x. 


4 
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. =? THREE o GLOCK, P, M 
The Housé met pursuant tosadjournment. Ma o 
The roll was cee and the following as answered to 

their names: AERES 
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Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Bourland,. Brow’ Charlton, Clark, 
Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, ‘Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Hol- 
land, Hudson, Howard, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McFar- 
land, MeNeill, "Miller, Muckleroy, Mullins, Ogden, Pattillo, 
Perkins, Perry, Railey, Redgate, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Stew- 
art, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, Truitt 
and White. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to busi- 

ness. ~ 
A bill, to be entitled, “An ‘act, to provide. for the loss of 
Field notes of Surveys;” was taken up, e~ 

Read a third time-and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for the-assessment 
and collection of Taxes:” was taken up and 

Read a third time. 

The yeas and nays were éalled for, on the final passage of 
the bill. 

Mr. Barry moved, that a call of the House be made. 

Which motion was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, a further call of the House was 


suspended, 

Mr. White moved, that the bill be screed to the committee 
on Finance. 

Which motion was lost. f 

On motion of Mr. Tankersly, the bill was referred to a se- 
leet committee. y 


The Speaker appointed Messrs: Tankersly, Pease, Brown, 
Miller, Howard, McNeill and Eddy, to compose said commit- 
tee. 

On motion, the House adjourned, until to-morrow morning, 
ten o ‘clock. 


t 


: “HOUSE OF , ROPRESENTKYI VES, 
i CITY -or -Austixn, WEDNESDAY, my 
i April 29, 1846. 
The House 'met, pursuant to‘adjournment. 
The roll was called, ‘and the following members" ‘answer ed to 
their riames: 4 
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Messrs. Speaker; Adams, Burry, Bourland, Brown, Charlton 
Clark, Cooke; Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards of 
Nacogdoches, Eddy, Erath, Gray,. Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Hol- 
land, Hudson, Inion, Jones, Keenan, Mdbry, McClarty, McCul- 
loch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Mucklerey, Mullins, 
Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn,, Savage, 
Stevenson, Stewant, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Tankers. 
ly, Truitt, White, Williams and Willie. 

A quorum betng present, the House proceeded to. business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee.on State Affairs, 
made the-folipwing report: . 

i GommittEE Room; 
April 28, 1846, 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of ihe House of Representatives: 


The committee on Affairs of State, to which. was referred a 
bill from the Senate, to be entitled, “An act, to establish a 
State Penitentiary,’ have considered the. same; and have 
amended said bill as follows:. l 

In the 38d line of the 4th section, strike out the word “es- 
cape,” and insert, in lieu-thereof, the word.“custody.” 

In the 2d line-of the 10th, seetion,.strike- out the words, “be- 
fore whom,” after the word “court.” and insert, in lieu thereof 
the words, “th which.” 

Insert the following, to come in as.the 12th section of the ` 
bill: “That the Governor shall have the appointing and re- 
moving power, asin other cases,”” 

Change the 12th section-of the bill,.so as to make it number 
as.the 18th. section.. l ; 

With these amendments, majority of the committee, be- 
lieving the bill sufficient in all respects, to accomplish:the ob- - 
ject, have directed me to report the-same back to the Housc, 
and to recommend its passage. 

[Signed]. E, CLARK, 
Chairman, 
Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee-of State Affairs, also- 


made the following report:- | 
Gommirres Room, 


April 28,,1846. 
To the Honorable Wm. E, Crump, 
Speaker of the House of Tranan 
The committee on State Affairs, have had under considera- 
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tion a bill, to be entitled, “An act, requiring Clerks of the 
County Court, Clerks of the District Court, Sheriffs, County 
Treasurers and County Surveyors, or their lawful Deputies, to 
reside permanently, at the County Seat”—and have- instructed 
me to return it to the House—with the enclosed’ substituté 
therefén;:the adsption and passage of which, they recommend. 
[Signed]; l EDWARD CLARK, 


Chairman. 


Which report was:readiand’adcpted; and the substitute laid! 
upon the table, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Stewart, chairman of the committee on Contingent Ex- 
penses, made the following report: 

[This report was made, (as the note in the Journal indicates,) 
relative co an agcount of Johnm:G:. Chalmers; but no-transcrip,. 
of it can be foundfin the Journal, and the original being mis-- 
placed, a copy cannot be furnished for publication. ] 

Mr. Gillett, Chairman of the Select Committee, to whon» 
was referred a bill}.to be entitled, “An act, for the ‘protection: 
of the Christiam Sabbath”—reported thereon. 

Which report was read and received and! laid upon the tae 
ble, to come up with the orders of the day. 

[The following Note is made in the Journal, concerning tHis 
report:—“Elere insert No. three. “But the original is not ap- 
pended or transcribed; and, consequently, a copy cannot Be- 
funished for publivation. ] l È : 

Mr. Erath, Chairman of a Select Committee, made'the fol 
lowing reports . 


To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump. : 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The-Select Committee, to whom was referred divers bills, 
for the relief of Assignees of Land Certificates; have instruct- 
ed me to report the accompanying bill, to be entitled, “An act, 
to provide for the issuing of Patents to the Assignees ef” good 
and genuine Land Certificates;” and to recommend its passage, 
with an amendment. . 

[Signed] . G. B. ERATH, 


Chairman. 


Which report was’ read and received, and laid upon the ta- 
- ble, to-come up with the ordess of. the day. i 
Mr. Tankersi}y asked! and! extension of tie-in behalf of 
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the sélect Committee, of Which he is Chairman—toreport up- 
on a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide forthe assessment 
and Collection of direct taxes.” - 

Which request was granted. 

Mr. Dupree introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to pro- 
vide for the detection and punishment:of public defaulters.” 

Which bill was read a first time. | 

Mr. Gillett introduced a bill, fo ‘be entitled, “An act, con- 
cerning Bonds and Promissory Notes.” 

Which was read a first time. 

On méfion, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, to be entitled, “An act, establishing fees of office; 
was takeu up. 

Mr. Mabry moved, that the bill be laid upon the table. 

The yeas and nays were called thereon, and stood.as fol- 
lows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Brown, Cazneau, Charlton, 
Clark, Cook, Cronican, Dupree, Durham, Edwards of Nacog- 
doches, Edwards of San Augustine, rath, Gray, Gooch, Hol- 
‘land, Irion, Jones, Mabry, McClarty, McCulloch, Miller, Mul- 
lins, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Redgate. Russell, Savage, 
Stewart, Smith.ef Harris, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Truitt, Whits, 
Williams and Willie:—38. 

Neys—Messrs. Barny, Bourland, Dickson, Echols, Eddy, 
Hudson, Howard, Keenan, McFarland, McNeill, Milican, 
Muckleroy, Noble, Ogden, Ryburn and Stevenson:—16. 

So the motion was carried, and the bill, laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, a “Joint Resolution, for the relief 
of Charles B. Snow,” -was taken up, and 

Read a third time. 

The yeas and nays, were called; on the final passage of the 
bill, and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Cazneau, Clark, Cooke, Cron- 
ican, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacagdoches, Ed- 
dy, Erath, Gooch, Hudson, Howard, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Ma- 
bry, McClarty, McCulloch, McFar'and,- Ogden, Perkins, Perry, 
Railey, Redgate, Stevenson, Smith ef Harris, Truitt, Williams 
and Willie—32. 

Nays—WMessrs. Barry, Bourland, Brown, Charlton, Dickson, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Gray, Holland, McNeill, Miller, 


| 


~ 
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Milican, Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, ‘Pattillo, Pease, Russell, 
Ryburn, SAVEEN Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Sublett and White 

So the bill was passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to repeal the “ath aban ‘OF 
an act, authorizing the consolidation and funding of the Pub- 
lic Debt; and prescribing the manner in which Certificates of 

the said funded:debt shall be transferred—approved, June Tth, 
- 1837; was taken up—together with the substitute, therefor, 
reported by the committee on Fnance. 

Which substitute was read and adopted. 

The Resolution, offered by Mr. Williams, ona previous day 
—relative to carrying out the principles of Deme? sracy—right 
or wrong—was taken up; and, 

On motion of Mr’ Sublett, laid-upon, the table. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to facilitate the collection of 
` bonds, bills, and promissory notes;” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Howard proposed to.amend.the bill, by inserting the fol- 
owing: 

“During the evening of the day, when any District Court is 
in session, the Judge skall open a Law School, for the benefit 
of persons who wish to go to law.” 

Mr. Mabry moved, that the bill and amendment be referred 

‘to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Which motion was carried. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills, by that body: 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, requiring County Surveyors, 
to record certain Field Notes;” 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, to apportion the liabilities of 
the éounty of Houston, between said county and the county of 
Anderson;” 

‘A bill, to be entitled, “An act, defining the duties of Attor- 
ney General of the State of Texas” 

A bill, to beentitled, “An act, to prevent slaves from hiring 
their own time, or owners from hiring them to slaves, free 
negroes or mulattoes;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An aet, to amend the first Section of 
“an act—passed, the 14th of Febuary, A. D. 1840—entitied, an 
act, authorizing the issuing of Duplicate Land Warrants, Dis- 
charges and Certificates, on certain conditions;” and 

A bill, to be entitled, wan act, to define the time ef holding 
the Courts, in the several Judicial Districts.” 
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The House was also informed, that the Senate had appoint- 
ed Messrs. Phillips and Robinson, to compose on the part of 
the Senate, a committee of conference, on a bill, to be entitled 
‘An act, organizing County Courts.” "Also that ‘they: had re-, 
fused to concur in the amendments of the House toa bill, to 
beentitled, “An’ act, requiring County Surveyors torecord cer- 
tain Field Notes?” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to anthorize the Secretary of ' 
State, of the State-of Texas, to ‘exchange the literary produc 
tions of this State, for those of other countr les; “wastaken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Keenan moxed, that the blank i in me Bill Be filled with - 
“three hundred dollars.” 

Which motiod was-earried. 

On further motion;.the bill was orderred to be: engrossed. 

Æ bill, to be entitled, “Am act, to incorporate the Colorado 
Mining Company;” was taken up, and 

Read asecond time. i 

Ch: motion, the bill was. refered to the committee on Fi- 
nance. 

A bil, to be entitled, “An act, to deduct from thesalaries of 
Officers, therein named, for neglect of ae was taken up, and 

Read a seeond time. 

Mr: Durham moved, that the bill be laid upon the“table. 

Which motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr..MeClarty, the bill' was referred tothe com- 
mittee on the- Judiciary. 

A “Joint Resolution; nstructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives, in the Congress of the United States, to 
proaure indemnity from the General Government, by the pass- 
age of a Law,.for the relief of the importers of goods from 
the United States to Texas—between the 31st of December, 
1845, and the 16th of February, 18467 was-taker up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion,.the bill was refered to tHe committee on Finance. 

4s bill. to be entitledj:“An act, toamend-the first Section of 
an aci—passed the 14th Febuary, 18t%0—entitled anact, author- 
izing the issuing of Duplicate Land Warrants, Discharges and 
Certificates—on certaim conditions;” was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act;.to prevent slaves fiom hiring their 
own time, and owners from hiring them to: slaves;” was taken 
up, and 

Read a second time. 


\ 
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On motion of Mr. Mabry, the bill was referred: to. the com- 
` mittee- om State Affairs, 

A. bill, to be-entitled, “An nct to define the time ‘of holding 
the Courts, imthe-several Judicial Districts-of this State; was 
taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

On motion, the Rule;,requiting bills to-be-read on three sev- 
eral days, was. suspended. 

The bill was then read a socond’*time, and 

On-motion, referred to the committee-on the Judiciary. 

_ A.message-was received from-his Excellency. the Governor,. 
informing the House that he had’ approved and signed the fol- 
lowing bills: 

“An act, te. provide for- the: registration of the separate 
property of married women; 

“An act, requiring the ee of Tylér county, to be Bolden 
at Town Bluff, in said county, until the-county Seat be perma- ` 
nently located; oe 

“An act,,to legalize: the several seals heretofore- used by 
the Commissioner-of the-General Land Office;” and 

“An act, to require the counties of Polk and Tyler, to pay a 
yortion of the county debt of Kiberty;” 

Æ bill, to be entitled; “An-act,. to: reqnire-County Surveyors 
to record certain: Field- Notes;” was. taktem up—together with 
the amendments thereto, made by the House, in whichthe Sen- 
ate had refused its concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the Hbuse receded from its a- 
mendments. 

A bill, to-be entitled‘ “An aet, defining: theé-duties:of attorney 
General of the State of Texas;” was taken up—together with 
the amendments,. thereto, made by the- Senate. 

The House rejected the-second amendment, and concurred 
in the balanee. 

My.Mabry moved that the vote of the House justtaken,rcject- 
ing the second amendment—be reconsidered. 

‘Which motion was lost. 

Mir: Howard, Chairmian of the: committee on Public Lands 
made-the: following report: 

{ There-is:no-noée-in the: Journal, indicating the. subject of 
this report, and the-original being misplaced, a copy cannot 
be furnished! for publication. Ls 

A: bill, to:be-entitled, “An act,to provide for the relief of’ all 
persons, who have been permanently disabled, by wouuds, re- 
ceived’ in:the:service of’ Texas;” was taken up, and 
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Read a first time. 

Mr. Edwards of San Augustine moved, that the Rule, requir- ` 
ing bills to be read on three several days, be suspended. 

The yeas and nays were called, thereon, and stood as fol- 
lows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, “Barry. Brown, Cazneau, 
Charlton;Clark, Cooke,Cronican, Dickson,Durham, Edwards of 
San Augustine, Eddy, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch,Holland, Howard, 
Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McCulloch, McFarland, 
McNeill, Milican; Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, Ogden, :Pattillo, 
Pease, Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Savage Stewart, Smith of Har- 
ris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, White and Williams—43. 

"` Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Dupree, Echols, Miller, Ryburr 
and Traitt—6. 

So the House suspended the Rule. 

The bill was then read a second time; and 

On farther motiin of Mr. Edwards, referred to a Select-com- 
‘mittee. 

The Speaker appointed “Messrs. Erath Burroughs, Perkins, 
Truitt, and Smith;of Harris, to compose said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, a committee of Conference, on the 
part of the House, was appointed, to take into consideration the 
subject matter of disagreement, on the bill, to be entitled, “An 
act, organizing Patrols.” 

LhesSpeaker appointed Messrs. Brown, Dupree and Cazneau, 
to compose said committee of Conference. . 

Mr. Brown moved, that a bill, to be entitled, “An act, to 
provide for theelection of officers, in Dallas county,” be taken up. 

\Which motion was carried. 

The bill was then taken up and read a second time. - 

On further motion the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Kir. Pease, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An 
act, to authorize the County Court of Brazoria county, to have 
a duplicate made of the Record Book, of Deeds ‘and other in- 
struments of writing—numbered and known as “Book C?” in 
the office of the Clerk of said county.” f 

Which bill was read a frst time. 

Mr. Perkins moved, that the rule, requiring ‘bills to be read 
on three several days, be suspended. - 

Which motión was carried. 

The bill was then read a second time; and 

On further motion, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. . 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, Mr. White was added to the 
committee on Contingent expenses. . 
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Mr. Ryburn, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled, “An 
act, providing for the election of officers, in the county of 
Denton.” 

Which was read a first Himes 

On motion of Mr. Echols, the House adjourned until to- 


morning, 9 o'clock, 


y 


CITY or Avustix, THURSDAY, 
April 30th, 1846. 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and’ the. following members, answered 
to their names; 

Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, Cazneau, 
Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, 
Fdwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine „Eddy, 
Erath, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, Jones, Keenan, 
M {abry, MeClarty, McCulloch, McFarland, MoN eill, Miller, 
Milican, Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Rus- 
sell, Ryburn, Savage, Stewart, Smith of ‘Harris, Smith’ of 
Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, Truitt, White, Williams, and Willie, 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

~The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

aoe Cronican presented the penton: of Thomas F. MeKin- 


HOUSE OF REPRESEN wens, 


which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Brown, was alardea Select Com- 
mittee. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Cronican,, Brown, and Mil- 
ler, to compose.said committee. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee,’ on the’ Judiciary, 
made, the following report: . 

This report was made upon a bill to be entitled, “An act, | 

_ to establish the mode of trying-the right ‘of property, levied on 
under execution ; ” but no transcript o it was made into the 
Journal, and, ‘the original being misplaced, a copy cannot be 


furnished for publication. ] 


ta 
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Which report was read anddaid-mpen the table, tocome up 
with the orders of the day. oe 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
also made the following xeport: i ` 

IGOMMITTEE Room, } 
April 28th, 1846. .: 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
Speaker of the flouse of Representatives: 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill, te 
be entitled, “ An act, proposing amendments to the Constitu- 
tion—previding for the election of -dudges and District Attorn- 
eys, by the people;” and a majority of the committee instruct 
me to report, that they deem it wholly znexpedient, to act on 

the proposed measure i 
'  'Time.does not allow a full statement of the reasons, which 
influence the majority; but the following are some of them: 

The present provisions of the Constitution, on the subject of 
the Judiciary, meet withthe approval of a large majority of 
the people, themselves; and the majority of the committee 
believe, that the people do not desire the election of Judges to 
- be thrown before them. They believe that the present mode 
of appointment is decidedly the best that can be .adopted.— 
The judicial history of eur sister States, clearky shows that ` 
those courts—the Judges of which ane appointed iby the Exec-. 
utive—hold the highest rank. 

Jn our own State, time has not been allowed, for even a triat 
of the present mode of appointment; and no reasons, satis- 
factory to the majority, have been given, why a change should 
be.made. They cannot understand why a system, which has 
resulted beneficially elsewhere, could not be equally beneficial 
here, under like circumstances. 

Hasty action generally produces evil consequences, and is 
to-be deprecated. Changes ought rot to be made, unless shown, 
by experience, to be imperiously necessary—and, especially, in 
the law of the land. Surely, no evil consequences haye, thus 
far, mesulted from the present plan of appointment. The 
Judges.appointed, it is believed,:are generally acceptable to the 
community at large; and if not üt does not follow, that they 
will not make good Judges. 

For the reasons, thus briefly given, and many others, which 
will readily suggest themselves, a-majority of the committee 
recommend the indefinite postponementof the bill. 

[Signed] i P. W. GRAY, 


Chairman. 
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Which report was read and received, and laid upon the ta- 
ale, to. come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Willie, in behalf of the minority of the committee on 
‘he Judiciary, made the following report : 


1 _ Commirrer Room, 
l April 30th, 1846 
To the Honorable Speaker 

of the House of Representatives: 


The undersigned, a :minority of the committee onthe Judi- 
ciary, dissenting from the report of the majority, ask leave ta 
present to the House, their opinions upon a “Joint Resolution, 
proposing to amend the Constitution of the State, so as to refer 
to the people, the election of Judges and District Attorneys.” 

The objections of the majority are based upon the grounds; 
that it is impolitic to;propose, at so early^a day, an amendment 
ofthe Constitution ; and upon the general principle, that the 
people are not the proper power, with whom to trust the elec- 
tion of judicial officers. If the present-system of appointment 
is radically defective—as the undersigned ‘believe it to be— 
they can see no good reason for enduring the evil longer. To 
acknowledge the existence of a defect, which is susceptible of 
correction ; and to bear the evil, simply am an aversion to 
change, does not appear, to the undersigned, to be the part ef 
wisdom. 

It is inconsistent with the genius and spirit of a free people, 
to endure a wrong which they-have the power to correct. The 
proposed alteration, the undersigned believe, will be a saluta- 
ry change; and they do not hesitate to recommend the measure. 

Under the Constitutien, the power of appointing Judges, is 
lodged with the Executive—subject to the confirmation of tbe 
Senate. The reason of filling the office in this mode, is based 
upon the general idea, that the Judge, who is to administer 
justice, should be placed in a position, independent of the people, 
and thereby secure impartiality in his decisions. We view 
this idea as founded in error. There is but one security which 
can be thrown around the rights of the people, in a court-of 
ustice, and that security is the honesty and capacity of the 
Judge. Iris vain.to endeavor to render any officer impartial 
‘nd just, simply by making him independent, if he lacks hones- 
*y and capacity. How, then, shall we best provide such a 
inethod of appointing Judges,.as will attain the ‘great object 
resired? The undersigned are censtrained to believe, that the 
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purest source'of power isthe people themselves, It is a strange 
anomaly to say that those who'slect the appointing power, are 
not as: well-capable of electing: the officer to be appointed. 
The Executive has no legitimate: mode of ascertaining the 
qualifications of an applicant for office—except through the 
_ reputation which such an applicant may enjoy. If he looks to 
any other source-of.imformation, or makes the appointment 
from any other motive, the power becomes one of dangerous 
eharactes;: and opens wide the door of favoritism. Butit may 
he said that the Senate is a check upon the Execiitive. ‘This is 
equally an error. The Senators, who may represent a particu- 
lar Judicial District, have it in their own hands, either to con- 
firm or reject the appointment of any Judge, who may be nom- 
inated by the Executive; and experience “has shown, that in 
any Legislative body, as much trick and management is resort- 
ed to, for the purpose of securing office, as could possibly be 
practised before the people. 

The most natural method—and the only one which is con- 
sistent with the doctrine of republicanism—is, to give to the 
people. themselves, immediately and directly, the election of, 
their officers. We hear it said, that a multiplicity of elections 
aS a great evil, and a great inconvenience, tothe electors. Itis 

a matter of much doubt, however, whether the’ people appre- 
ciate the kind intentions of those, ‘who are so desirous, (in or- 
der to promote the general good,) of relieving them of the 
trouble and tuconvenience of governing themselves. 

The undersigned believe, with some amendments, the Joint 
Resolution in question, deserves- the favorable considératien of 
the Hease. 

In regard to the election, by the Legislature, of District At- 
torneys, there can be: ne doubt of the necessity of. some change, 
and they prefer the easy and natural one, suggested by the 
Resolution. 

All of which, they most.respectfully submit, for the conside- 
ration of the House. 

J. WILLIE, 


l JAMES S. GILLET, 
[Signed] ; "EDWARD CLARK, 
E. M. PEASE, ° 
C.F. McCLARTY. 
Which report was read and received, and laid upon the ta- ~ 
ble, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. White moved, that a call of the House ‘be. mane 

Which motion was carried. i 
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Od motion of Mr. Cazneau, a further call of the House was 
suspended. | 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: 


Commrrtze Room, 
April 29, 1846. 


To the Honorable Speaker of the. 
House of Representatives: | 

> The committee on the Judiciary have considered a bill, to 
| beentitled, “An act, authorizing the County Court, of Brazo- 
_. tia county; to have a Ditplicate made, of the Record Book, of 
Deeds and other instruments of writing, numbered and known 
as Book C, in the office of the Clerk of said county,” and in- 
struct me to report the same—without amendment—and to re- 
commend its passage. 

[Signed ]- , i P. W. GRAY, 

"E ; Chairman. 

Which report was read and received, and laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Gray, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
made the following report: 


Pi . COMMITTEE Room, l 


April 28, 1846 

To the Honorable Speaker . 
of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on the Judiciary, have considered a bill, to 
be entitled, “An act, to secure the right of volunteers in the 
Naval service of Texas, to their bounty lands,” and the amend- 
ments made thereto, by the’ House. There is much doubt, in 
the minds of the majority of the committee, whether it was 
ever designed, by the laws heretofore in force, to extend te 
Volunteers in the N avy, Grants of Bounty Land. There was, 
certainly, no clear right to it, else the Government would, long 
ago, have issued the script for the claims. = 

-The claim, in behalf of Naval Volunteers, is so old, and 
rests on such uncertain grounds; and (as it is said,)there ate so- 
few, now living, who could be benefited by this law, thata | 
majority of the committee deem it safer to leave the whole - 
.Matter as it now stands. Wherefore, they instruct me, te re- 

port unfavorably on the bill. 

[Signed] mo . P. W. GRAY, 

Chairman. 
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Which report was read and received, and laid} uponsthe” ta- 
Ble, to come up with the orders of the day. 
Mr. Gray, Chairman. of the committee on. the. Judiciary, 
also made the following report: 
COMMITTEE Raat, 
April 29, 1846.. l 


To the Honorable Speaker 
of the Housa of Representatives: 

The committee on. the Judiciary, have considered‘a; bill, to 
be entitled, “‘An-act,.to- organize the Supreme Court of the 
State of Texas”—originating in the Senate; and also, a bill, to 
be entitled, “-An act, to establish the Supreme Court”—orig- 
inating in the House ; ; and. they instruct me to report the en- 
closed. amendments, to the bill from the Senate; the adoption 
of which they recommend: 

A majority of the committee; further instruct me to report, 
that they are in favor of-a division of the State, into.two or 
more supreme Judicial Districts; and recommend. the adop- 
tion of a substitute for the second section of the bill, so as to 
efect that object. 

A minority dissent, on this subject, and. recommend that the 
Gourt be held at only one place—wherever that may be. 

[Signed] P. W. GRAY, 
Chairman. 


Which report was read and received, and laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up with the orders of the day. 

aIr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on State ee 
made the following report: ; 


ComitTres Room, 
i April 39th, 1846. 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, 
` Speaker of the House of ‘Representatives: 


The committee on State Affairs, to which was referred a 
hill, to be entitled, “ An act, requiring the county of Titus, to- 


pay a portion of the debt of the county of Red River,” have 
had the same under consideration, and, at the request and sug- 
gestion of those interested, have added . the following proviso, 
to Come in at the end of the third section:- 

~ Provided, That this act, shall so take effect, as to compel 


the citizens of that part of Titus county, which was formerly: 
a part of Bowie county, to pay- alone their proportional part, of - 


that part of tbe debt of Red River county, which was con- 


| 
i 
' 
i 
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i 
| 
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tracted whilst said territory was a portion. of Red? River- 
county 

ee the second section of the-bill, so:as tomake.it num-- 
ber as section fourth.. 

With which amendments, the committee herewithtreturn = 
the bill tothe House, and recommend its pee 

[Signed] T CLARK, 
Chairman. : 


Which report was read and received, and laid upon the tables- 
to come.up with the orders of- the day. 

Mr. Brown, Chairman of casSelect committee, made the fol-- 
lowing report: . | 


To the Honorable Wm. E. ‘Gr ump, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: - 


The Select committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be 
entitled, “ An act, foe the relief of Travis G. Broocks” have 
had the same underrconsideration, and have instructed me to 
report :: x 

That, fromthe best-information your committee have been 
able tox. obtain, the said Broocks has been: uniformly punctual, 
in the. payment of duties upon goods imported by- him; and the 
relief sought to be obtained, by said bill, consists in relieving - 
said Bitooks from the payment of duties, upon goods which ; 
were consumed ‘by fire. They therefore, recommend the. pee: 
sage of the. bill.” 

ren _ JOHN BROWN; - 


Chairmany,.. 


Wi 


Which report was read and received, and laid upon: athe ta~- 
ble, to come up with the orders of the day. 

A message was received from the Senate, .infémming the - 
House of the passage of the following bills, by that body. 

A bill, to be entitled, “ An act; for’ the relief of Iéhn :Kar- - 
ners”. 

A bill, to be entitled, “ Anact, to authorige-the Gommission» 
es of the General Land Office;-te issue a patent to. Jéseph Me~ 

ee :” 

‘A bill, to be entitled, “An act, prescribing :-the-dtitiés and 
powers of the Commissioners, -appointed i itoddécate the. County. 
Seats of Panola and Upshur counties ;! 

A bill, to be entitkéd, “An act, requiring-the County Treasu- 
rer of Paschal county; to._pay.over all moniés, remaining in his 
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hands on the abolishment of his office, as County Treasurer of 
said county ;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for raising a jury- 
fund ;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to authorize the Governor, to 
appoint a Private Secretary ;” 

A substitute for the bill, from the House, to be entitled, “An 
act, to have the lines surveyed, between the counties of Robert- 
son and Limestone, Limestone and Leon, and Leon and Na- 
¥arro 3” 

A bill, to be entitled, “ An act, providing for the payment of 
the Commissieners, appointed by the several acts passed, ereat- 
ing new counties—when there are no provisions made, in said 
acts, for their. payment;” = 

A bill, to be entitled, “ An act, to fix the times for holding 
elections, for members ef the Congjress of the United States; ” 

A bill, to be entitled, “ An act, to repeal an act, supplement- 
ary to an act, to regulate the proceedings in civil suits—ap- 
proved, fifth February, eighteen hundred and forty—which sup- 
plementary act, was approved twenty-seventh June, eighteen 
hundred and forty-five ;” 

A bill, to be entitled, “ An act’ requiring the holders of Land 
Claims, to locate the same ;” . l 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to establish a General Land 
Gfiice of the State of Texas;” and 

A bill, from the House, to be entitled. “ An act, providing 
how new counties, made by this Legislature, out of the terri- 
tory of Nacogdoches county, shall pay their portion of the 
debt, due by said county of Nacogdoches "—with amendments. 

Also, that they had adopted the report of the committee of 
Conference, on the bill, to be entitled, “An act, te provide for 
the appointment of Patrols; and to prescribe their duties and 
powers.” 

Also, that they had refused to recede from their amendments 
to a bill, to be entitled, “An act, regulating appeals to the 
Supreme Court, in criminal cases;” and had appointed a com- 
mittee of Conference, to take into consideration the subject 
matter of disagreement. _ 

Mr. Willie moved that a committee of Conference be ap- 
pointed, on the part of the House, to act with a like commit- 
tee appointed by the Senate, on the bill, to be entitled, ® An 
act, regulating appeals to the Supremo Court, in criminal - 
eases.” ' . - 

Which motion wag carried 


SSi 


The Speaker appointed: Messrs. Wit, Ogden, and Pease, 
$o compose said committee. 

Mr. Gillett, Chairman of the Select moat: to whom 
was referred a bill, to be entitled, “An act, defining the office 
und duties of Sheriff, ” reported thereon. 

Which report was read and received, and laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up with the orders of the day. 

[Tris report has been misplaced, and no transcript of it 
-having been made into the Journal, a copy cannot be furnished 
for publication. | ` 

On motion of Mr, Russell, Mr. Mabry was added to the 
committee, to whom was referred the “General appropriation 
bill.” 

Mr. Echols introduced the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the two Houses of the Legislature, go into 
the election of a Senator tothe Congress of the United States, 
on the day of May; for the term of six years, from the 
fourth day of March, eighteen hundred and forty-seven.” 

Which resolution was read, and laid on the table one day,. 
for consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Milican, the House proceeded to the- 


ORDERS OF THE DA... 


A bill, to be entitled, “ An act, to prescribe the mode of trans 
ferring the Consolidated, Funded Debt ;°" was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “ An‘act,.to:authorize Thomas Cox, to 
liberate certain slaves, thereiix named; was taken up—to- 
gether with the report ‘thereon. made by: the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Sublett offered a substitute for the bill ; 

Which was read and adopted’ 

Mr. Charlton proposed to amend the bill, by inserting | the 
following: 

“ Provided, That after said'slàves'are liberated, he shall be 
eompelled to remove them from tHe State.” 

Which amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Pease moved,.that the proviso; in the first section of the 
bill, be stricken out; andthe: following Inserted, in lieu thereof: 
4 Provided, T hat. nothing in this act, shall be so construed, 
as to permit said slaves-to reside in this. State, after they à are 

liberated.” 

Which amendment was rejected. 


Mr. Mabry moved that the bilkbe ueria pestponed: 


y 


ae 


582 


The yeas and nays were called thereon, and steod' as-follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker; Burroughs, Charlton,Pickson, Ed- 
wards of San Augustine, Gillett, Irion, Mabry, Muékleroy, Pease, 
Perkins, Perry, Russell, .Ryburn, Smith of. Harris, White, and 
Williams—17. * l 

INays—Messrs. Adams, Barry, Bourland, "Brown, Cazneau, 
Clark, Cronican, Dupree, Burham, Echols, Edwards of Nacog- 
doches. Eddy, Gray, Gilliam; Gooch;Howard, Keenan, McClarty, 
McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Noble, Ogden, 

. Pattillo, Redgate, Savage;'Stevenson, Stewart, Swift, Sublett, 
Tankersly, Truitt, and Wihite—35. 

So the motion, for the indefinite postponement of the bill, © 
was lost. 

On motion of Nr. Echdls, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, to besentitled, “An act, requiring Chief Justices, 
Clerks of the County Court, Clerks of the District Court, Coun- 
ty Treasurers ‘and County Surveyors, to reside and keep their 

‚offices permanently, at the County Seat;” was taken up, and 
iRead a second time. 

“Mr. Bourland moved, that the words, “reside and,” be strick- 
-en out. . 

Mr. Edwards of Nacogdoches, proposed to insert, as a sub- 
stitute for Mr. Bourland’s amendment, the words—“shall reside, 
in person or by Deputy, at the County Seat.” 

Which amendment was rejected. 

Question—Shall the amendment, offered by ‘Mr. Bourland, 
to the bill now under consideration of the House, be adopted? 

The House decided the question in the affirmative. 

Mr. Durham moved, that the words, “ Chief Justices,” in the 
first section of the bill, be stricken eut. 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Russell moved, that the words, “ geside or,” iz the second 

«section of the bill, be stricken out. 

Which motion ‘was carried. 

Mr. Dupree moved, that the words, “that they shall ‘be re- 
quired to keep their offices open every day—Sundays except- 
ed ”—be inserted in the bill. 

Which amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Durham moved, that the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

Which motion svasiost. 

‘On motion, the bill was passed te a.third reading. 
Mr. Dupree moved, that the rule, reqtiiring bills to be read 
on three several days, be suspended. 

Which motion was carried. 


è 
ad 
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“The bill was then read a third'time and passed. . 

A message was received from the- Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills, by that! ‘body: 

A bill, to be entitled, “ An act, regulating elections ”—with 
amendments: ; 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to organize Wuistices’. Courts, 
and “to: define the powers and jurisdiction’ of ‘the’same;” and 

A bill, to be entitled, “ Ain act, to incorporate the La Vaca, 
Guadalupe, and San Saba Railroad company.” — 

Mr. Eddy moved, that the vote-of the House, passing a bill, 
to be entitled, “ An act, to require tounty officers to reside, and 
keep their offices, at the County: Seat,” ‘be reconsidered. 

Which motion was carried. 

Mr. McNeill moved, thatthe vote of the House, suspending 
the Rule, requiring bills to‘be read on three several days, be re- 
considered. 

Which motion -was‘earried. 

Mr. Sublett offered to amend the bill, by striking out of the 
caption thereof, the word ‘‘reside,” and inserting, in lieu there- 
of, thé words, “ keep their offices at the County Seat.” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

On motion of Mr.-Perkins, the bill was then referred to the 
committee- on'the Judiciary. 

Mr. Tankersly, by leave, reported verbally, a substitute for 
a bill, to'be entitled, “An act, to define the duties of Assessor 


- and Collector of taxes.” 


. Which substitute was read and adopted. 
Mr. Tankersly moved, that the first blank’ in thel bill be filled 
with eight. 


Which motion was carried. 
‘On further motion of Mr. Tankersly, the second blank in 


‘the bill, was filled with five: 


Mr. Tankersly then moved, that ‘the third blank, be filled 
with four. > 

Which motion was carried. 

On further motion, the fourth blank ‘in the bill, was filled 
“with three ;- and the ‘fifth blank, *vith-one. 

Mr. ‘fankersly moved, thatthe blanks, in that portion of the 
bill relating to Collecting, tbe filled with the same amounts 
‘as are in the portion relative to Assessing. 

Which motion was-carried. ~ j 

Mr. Stewart:.moved, that the ‘vote of the House, acpiwe 


. the substitute, be: xeconsidered. , feo a 


Which motion was lost. . a bug 
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Mr. Stewart then moved, that the bill be laid upon the-table, 
until to-morrow, ten o'clock, a.m. 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. White moved, that the bill be read again. 

Which motion was carried. 

The Clerk then proceeded’ to-read the bill. 

Mr. Dupree moved! that the House adjourn, until balf-past 
three o’clock, r. m. 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Stevenson moved, that the House adjourn, until to-mor 
row morning nine o'clock, 

Which motion was lost. . 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the House adjourned; unti three 
o'clock, P. m. 


* 


THREE O'CLOOK, P. M. 


Fbe House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names: 3 

Messrs. Speaker; Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, Cazneau, 
Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, 
rath, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, Irion, Jones, Keenan, 
Mabry, McClarty, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, 
Milican, Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Rus- 
sel], Ryburn, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, Truitt, White, Williams and Willie. 

A. quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

On motion of Mr. Echols, a bill, to be entitled, “‘ An aet, pre- 
viding for the collection of costs,.in the District Court,” was 
withdrawn. from. the committee on the Judiciary, and referred, 
to a Select committee. l 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Echols, Brown, Dupree, Ed- 
wards of San Augustine, and McNeill to compose said com- 
mittee. ; 

A bill, to be entitled, “ An act, to provide. for the assessment 
andjcollection. of taxes,” being under consideration, 

Mr. Clark moved, that the bill, be read by its sections. 


Ceased 
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Mr. Tankersly moved, that the blank im the. bill, Þe filled 
with the words, “ five per cent.” 

Which motion: was carried. 

Mir. Echols. moved, that the bill be passed! 

On motion. of Mr. Tankersly, a call of the House-was made. 

Qa: motion of Mir. Stevenson, a further call of the House 
was suspended. ; ‘ 

The question then recurred, on: the final passage of the bilk 

The yeas and nays were called thereon „and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs.. Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Charlton, 
* Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Echols, Evath, Gill ett, Gilliam, Holt 
land, Keenan, Mabry,McNeill; I Miller, Muckleroy, Mullins, No- 
ble, Ryburn,, Savage, Stewait, Smith. of Efarris, Swift, Tank- 
ersly, Truitt; and’ Willie—29. - 

Nays—Ntessrs. Speaker, Burroughs, Cazneau, Dupree, Dur 
ham, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Aug gusting, 
Eddy, Gooch, Howard, Irion, Jones, McClarty, McCulloch, 
Milican, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Stev- 
enson, Smith of "Rusk, Sublett, White, and Williams—26, 

So the bill was passed. 

A-bill, to be entitled, “An ast, to establish a State Peniten- 
tlary ;” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Willie meved,that the bill be laid upon the table; and 
that one hundred copies of it be printed, for the use of the 
House. 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Dupree moved, that the bill be amended, by inserting 
the-words, “have due respect te donation.” 

Which. amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Mabry proposed to amend the bill, by inserting hes words 

—“saidi Penitentiary shall be between: ‘the Trimity and Colo- 
rado rivers.” 

Which amendment was:rejected. 

Mr. Willie. offered: ta:amend; by inserting-the ands “the 
site shall be East of the Trinity river;” 

Mr. Bourland proposed} to:amend the amendment, by insert- ` 
ing “South of thirty three degrees.” — ' a 

“Which amendment was rejected” 

Questions—Shall the amendment, proposediby Mr: Willie, to 
the bill now under consideration of the House, be adopted? 

The House decided im the-negative. 

a a Howard offered the following as mr amendment tothe 

i 
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Provided, That this act, shall not-go into efect, until after 
the year 1850.” > 

Mr. Tankersly offered to adena the amendment, proposed 
by Mr. Howard, by striking out “1850,” and inserting, in lieu 
thereof, “1847.” . 

Which amendment was rejected: 


Question—*Shall the amendment, proposed by Mr. Howard, 
to the bill now under consideration of the House, be adopted! 

The House decided in the negative. 

The yeas and nays were then called, on the passage of the 
bill to a third reading, and steod as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton,Clark, 
Dickson, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards 
of San Angustine, Eddy, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, 
Keenan, Mabry, I McCulloch; McFatland, McNeill, Milter, Mil- 
.lican, Mullins, Noble, Pattiilo, Pease, Perkins, Redgate, Rus- 
sell. savage, Stevenson; Stewart, Smith of Harris, Swift, Sab- 
‘lett. Tankersly, Truitt and White:—39. 


Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Cazneau, Gronican, Dupree, Erath, . 
Gray, Howard, Irion, McClarty, Ryburn, Smith of Rusk, Will- 
iams and Willie:—13 


So the bill was passed to a third reading. 

ADbill, to -be-entitled, “An act, concerning Bonds and Notes; 
“twas taken: up, and, 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. White, the bill was referred to the com- 
‘mittee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Browna call of the House was made. 

Ou motion of Mr. Charlton, a further call of the House was 
suspentied. 

Mr. Russell, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the follewing report: 

(This report»vas not copiedlinto the Journal; and the original 
‘being misplaced, a transcript cannot be furnished, for publica- 
tion. 

- Mr. Irion; Chairman‘of the committee on*County Bounda- 
ries, made the following report: 

[No transcript of this report, was made into the Journal;and, 
the original being misplaced, a copy cannot be furnished, for 
publication. 

Which report was read and received, and laid upon the ta-- 
ble, to come up with the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Dupree, a bill, to be entitled, on act, es- ` 
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tablishing a Gerieral ‘Land Office of the State ef Texas,” was 
taken up, and, . 

Read @ first time. .- - 

Mr. McNeill moved that the Rule, requifing bills to be read 
on three several days, be suspended. 

Which motion was lost. ` 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act,. providing for the election of 
officers of Denton ‘County;”. was tåken UP, and so. 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, the bill was referred to the.com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections. 

The report of the committee on Contingent Expenses—r gia- 
tive to the amount claimed by John G. Chalmers, for contingert 
printing—was taken np. 

Read and adepted. 

A bill.to-be-entitled, “An act, toamend the first section of 
an act-~approved, February 14, 1840—Authorizing the issu- 
ing of Duplicate Land Warrants, Discharges and Head:+Right 
Cerfificates;” was'taken up, and 

Read a second time. l - 

On motion of Mr. Willie, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on Publie Lands. 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, to provide for issuing Patents 
to claimants—on all good and genuine, unconditional Head 
Right Land Certificates;” was taken- up—together with the 
amendments thereto, reported by the‘Select Committee. 

Which amendments were read and adopted. 

On motion. the bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, requiring the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, to issue Patents, in certain cases;, 
was taken-up, and > 

Read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill was referred tothe čom- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill, to þe entitled, “An act, to provide for the detection 
and punishment, of Public Defaulters;” was taken up, and 

Read a-second time. 

On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the J u- 
diciary. 

A bill, to be entifled, “An act, for the protection of the Chris- 
tian Sabbath; was taken up—together with the amendments 
thereto, reported by the Select Committee. | 

_ The first and secondesf which amendments were adopted. 
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@uestion—Shall the sixth Section of the bill be stricker 
ont? 

Mr. Perkins moved, that the report of the Committee be 
adopted. 

Which motion was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Gilliam, the bill was then laid upon the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. Howard, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow, nine o'clock, a. M. 


Crry or Austix, FRIDAY. 
. May Ist, 1846. 


ay 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIV et 


The House met, : 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, Bur- 
roughs, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, 
Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San 
Augustine, ddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, 
Howard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McFarland, 
McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullins, Ogden, Pattillo, 
Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rayner,.Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Sad- 
ler, Savage,. Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Rusk, Swift, Tankersly ,Truit, White, Williams. and Willie. 

A quorum present. 

journal ef the preceding day; read and adopted. 

Mr. Tankersly made the following report, which was read 
and adopted: i 

: Commitres Room, 
May 1st, 1846. $- 


Fo the Honorable Speaker- 
of the House of Representatives: —s 
The committee on Finance, who by resolution, have beer 
required to ascertain and report to the House of Representa- 
tives the amount of money in the Tyeasury at the present time, 
the amount dhe and’ accruing’ to the late Republic of Texas, 
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che ammount thereof which will be probably received during 
jhe present year, and the available means which was in the 
“reasury on the 19th February, 1846. Having obtained this 
oraator through the Comptroller of Public accounts, beg 
faave, herewith, to submit to the House, that officer’s commu- 
ication, which, in the opinion of your committee, contains a 
fics statement of the amount of means, which will probably 

be at the disposition of the State during the present year. 

[Signed] BENJ. F. TANKERSLY, 

Chairman. 


Comerrotiar’s Orrice, . 
Austin, April 29, 1846. 


Chairman Finance Committee, 
House of Representatives: 
Siux—In answer to a Resolution of the House of Represen- 
tatives, communicated through you, requiring the Finance 
Committee to inquire and report to the House, what amount 
pf money is at present in the Treasury, the amount which is 
due and accruing to the late Republic of Texas, which will 
probably be received during the present year, and what 
amount was available on the 19th- of February, last. I have 
the honor to state, that there is at present in the Treasury about 
$20,240,00. In rel ation to the amount owing to the late Gov- 
ernment, and which will probably be received, during the cur- 
rent year; I would remark, that the retarns from most of the 
Sheriffs and County Treasurers, and some of the Custom House 
returns have not been received. I therefore, in: many instan- 
ces, have to make an estimate of the amount; the following, 
however, may be considered as bordering on what may be ac- 
tually neceived in available currency: 


Amouwat from Custom returns, : : : : : : $19,500,006 
ae “« Direct Taxes,: : : : : : 12,000,000 
s License, “ : : : ee 4,500,00 


Amount of Indemnity due from United States, © > 
for forcibly entering Custom House, on Red Riy- 
er, by citizens of that country. : : : è : : : 654,000,00 
Advanced by the late Goyernment, at the re- 
quest of General Taylor, to the Government of 
the United States. : gc: r tot 3 2 2 rg 13,583,51 
z omainen ao 


103,583,51 
The above emount ‘claitned as indemnity for the outrage. 
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committed by the citizens of the United States, on: Red Riva 
er customs, was admitted by the United States: Govern- 
ment, and some months ago it was supposed that ifss prompt 
recovery might be counted.on; but as the United States Con- 
gress have, as yet been tardy in appropriating any amomnt for 
the claim, its immediate payment is now looked upon as less 
certain. Itisto be hoped However, that provisions will even- 
tually be made for satisfying a claim so just in itself, and one 
for whieh.the honor of the Genera] Government is.-pledged. 

In addition to the foregeing amount, there are suits pending 
to the amount of about $27,600—for the recovery: of money 
had and received by celleeting officers, and by them failed to 
be paid over according to their official engagements. There 
is also pending in the District Court of Harrison county, against 
individuals, for a violation‘of the Revenue Laws, suits to the 
amount of $223,065,53 which were instituted by the District 
Attorney, at the instanceof the late Collector. Similar ac- 
tions are pending in the Collector’s Distriet of San Augustine, 
to what amount, this office is not: at present advised. A still 
further sum of $26,189,79 is due-by Sutlers attached to the 
United States army, for duties on goods imported#by them du- 
ring the.existence of the late Government. 

It would:not be safe, however, to make anyseertain calcula- 
tion, that the proceeds of the last two items willie immediate- 
ly available to the State, especially the- latter;-whose collec- 
tion is not favored: by the United States Government. The 
first, however, or at:least a portion of it, will probably be paid 
during the present year. - 

Ihave only taken into consideration the amount which is 
likely to be received in.ayailable means, and which can be re- 
lied upon for the support of-the Government of the State for 
the present year, leaving out of the calculation the drafts pay- 
able in Direct Taxes.and the: Exchequer Bills at present in 
circulation, which, judging from the tenor of the resolution, is 
the object of the enquiry. ‘Tlie available funds in the hands 
of the Treasurer, onthe. 19th of February, last, amounted ‘to 
$19,297,51;: and from that date, to the. present. there has 
been disbursed by.that Officer, about $253500,00. 

Very: respectfully, 
- Yours &c.,. 
[Signed] - -o JAMES B. SHAW, 
Comptroller. 
. Mr. Clark made the following report, which was read and 


adopted: 
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COMMITTEE : Rbon, ! ; 
i . APRIL 30, 1846. - 
Tö.the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, ; i 

` Speaker of the House of Representatives. . 

The Committee on State Affairs, have considered a bill, enti- 
tled, “An act, to prevent bringing into this State, slaves who 
have been- guilty of certain crimes;” and'a majority of them 
have instructed me to report said bill back to the House, 
and recommend that it be laidion the.tablee. 

~ [Signed] i E. CLARK, 
i Chaman: 

Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
whom was referred. a bill, to prevent slaves from carrying Fite 
Arms;” made the following report, which was laid upon: the 
table, to come up: with the orders of the day; . 

[This report was not copied into the Journal, and the origi- 
nal being misplaced, a copy cannot be furnished fos publica- 
‘tion.]. t a. 

ae Clark, chairman of the committee on State Affairsto 
whom was referred a bill, to prevent slaves from. hiring their 
own time;” made the following report which was vead and laid 
on the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

[This report was not copied into the Journal, and the origi- 
aal being misplaced, a copy- cannot be furnished for-pwblica- 
tion. a : ji 

nae Clark, chairman ofthe committee on State-Affairs, to 
whom was referred .a bill, to.défine-the duties of Seeretary of 
State, made the following report, which was read and laid up- 
on the table;to come up among the orders of the-day: 

[This report was not copied into,the Journal, and the origi-, 
nal being misplaced, a.copy cannot be furnished" for publica- 
tion. i 

a Rayner made.the following. report, which was read and 
adopted: . 

Comautrrer Room, 
. i April 30, 1846. . r 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, l f 
Speaker of the:House of Representatives: 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, acting with; alike 
committee from the Senate, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of George W. Terrell; ask leave to report: 

That they have had the same under consideration, and re- 
turn the same to the Senate without taking any action there-. 
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on; and believing that the finances of the State would not 
justify granting the prayer of the memorialist. Your commit- 
tee ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration, 


of the subject. 
WM. .M. WILLIAMS, 
[Signed] Chairman, Committee of the Senate. 
arene’. WM: S. RAYNER, 
Chairman, Com. of the House Rep. 

Mr. Russell, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills 
reported that they had examined: 

“A bill, to regulate proceedings in cases of forcible entry 
and detaiter;” also 

“A bill, to. incorporate the Sabine Navigation Company;? 
also, a 

“A bill, creating the seat of justice of Leon ocounty;” also, 

“A bill, providing for the Election of Officers in, Dallas coun- 
ty;” also, 

“A bill, authorizing the Secretary of State to exchange the 
Literary works of this country, for these ;of other countries;” 
and find the same correctly engrossed. 

_ Which report was read and adopted. 

Mr. Bourland introduced the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That the Comptroller of Public Accounts, be re- 
quested to transmit to this House, a statement of the amounts 
- of all appropriations made for Indian purposes, made since 
the first of January 1841. How much of the same has been 
legally disbursed, and what amount has been drawn from the 
Treasury, for which there are no legal vouchers, and by whom 
drawn.” 

Read and jJaid apon the table, one day, for consideration. 

Mr. Erath introduced a bill, to define more definitely the 
North Western boundary line of Milam county. - 

Read a first time. 

Rule suspended. 

Read a second time; and A 

On motion of Mr. Erath, referred to a Select Committee 
composed of the Representatives of Milam and Bexar counties. 
. The chair appointed Messrs. Erath, Ogden and Howard, said 
committee. i 

Mr. Eddy, one of the committes on Engressed Bills, reported 
that they had examined and find correctly engrossed: 

A bill, to provide for the registry of Deeds, and other instru- 
ments of writing. 


Which report wasread and adopted. 
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Mr. Savage introduced a Bill, to incorporate the ‘Galves- 
ton German Friendship Texian Association.” 

Read a first time. 2 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, Mr. Miller was added to the 
committee on Education. The a 


& : 
ORDERS OF THE DAY 


‘Were taken up. ¢ 

A bill to provide for the appointment of Patrols, with the re- 
port of the committee of conference, was taken up and report 
adopted. : 

A bill, to legalize certain surveys in Bexar county, by the 
Surveyor of Bastrop county, was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Mabry, referred to a select committee. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Mabry, Pease and Tankersly, 
said committee. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 

- House that they had passed a Bill authorizing the Governor to 
have procured a full set of weights and measures, for the 

: benefit of the several counties of this State, in conformity with 
the standard now used by the Government of theUnited States:” 
also 

“A bill defining the duties of the Attorney General of the 
State of Texas;” and also 

Had passed a Resolution to meet the House at three o’clock 
y. M. to count the votes cast for Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor duly returned prior to the 17th day of Februaty 
1846 which by some erorr or mistake were overlooked or mis- 
laid in the State Department, and that they have adopted a 
Resolution to adjourn, Sine Die on the 30th April, with an“ 
amendment to adjourn on the 11th of May. ; 

Mr Swift introduced a Joint Resolution authorizing the Gov- 
ernor to procure the plates upon which the Exchequer Bills 
and promissory notes of the Republic of-Texas were printed. 

Read a first time. ` 

Rule suspended. 

Bill read a second time, by its caption, and referred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. 

A bill, providing how the counties formed out of the Terri- 
tory of Nacogdoches county, shall pay a portion of the debt 
due by the said county, with amendments to the bill from the 
Senate, was taken up, and Í 

The House refused to concurin the amendments, 


ro 
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A Bill regulating Elections -with aoina was ‘taken 
up, and the first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and 
twelfth amendments concurred in; the House refusing to con- 
cur in the eighth, ninth and eleventh amendments. 

A bill, to establish a General Land Office for the State of 
Texas, was taken up, and 

Read a second time... 

Mr Pearce moved, tos refer, the bill to the committee on the 
Land Office. 

The yeas and} nays being called, stood:: 

Yeas—Brown, Clark, Dupree, Ee hols, Edwards of Nacogdo- 
ches, Erath, Eddy, Gray Gillett Howard, Irion, Jones Keenan; 
McCulloch; McNeill, Muckleroy; Noble, Ogden Pease, Perkins, 
Rayner, Redgate, Stevenson Stewart Smith of Harris, Smith 
of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly; Eruitt, White and Willie 
—32. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourlahd Tironi; 
Gazneau, Charlton, Cooke, Gronican, ‘Dickson, Durham, Ed- 
wards of San- “Augustine, Gilliam,’ Gooch, ‘Holland, Mabry, Mc- 
Farland, Miller, Milican, Mullins, Pattillo, i. "Russell, Ry- 
Barn and Williams—26. 

Question to refer, earried: 

Mr. Bourland moved, to suspend the rule, ea eis up ; the 
Senate’s Reselutiomagreeing to meet the. House: this evening 
at three o’cloek r. m. for the purpose of counting the returns 
legally made tothe State Department prior-tothe 17th Febria- 
ry, ‘1846, for, Covemor fand ‘Lieutenant: Governor, carried. 
and. 

Besstnton Read by kara 

Mr. Howard made the following snari, on the - communica- 
tion of the Honorable N. H: Darnell, declining to be: invested 
with the office of, Lieutenant O R : 


Re o“ t 
’ CommirreE Room, 
S E Mary: ist, 1846, 
To the Honorable Wm. E. Crump, at 
Speaker of the House.of Hep aiaa 
The undersigned members of the Select Committee, to- -whom 
was referred the communication of the Honorable N. H. Dar-. 
nell, declining to be invested” with the office of Lieutenant 
Governor on the ground that he had" oE been’ elected to. ‘the. 
same, beg leave tareport: ` 
That on the Tith of February it beis the Second: ‘day. of the 
Session the two Houses of thé Legislature met; and counted:the 
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returns for the election of Governonand Lieutenant Governor;." 
which had been formally forwardéd‘from the office of Secreta- 
ry of State by the Chief Clerk,Mr. Eildridge,whohad the custody 
of the same, as all the returns: given in the Gubernatorial 
election, which had been. made*to the office of Secretary- of 
State. “While the two-houses-were still in joint session, and bes 
fere the result was declared; Mr. Raymond, Clerk of the House, 
called on Mr. Eldridge to.know if there were any more returns 

_for Governor or Lieutenant Governor, in the Secretary’s Office - 
and received for:answer:that there were none: 

The two Houses finding that Mr. ‘Darnell had received a ma- 
jority of forty-eight votes of the returns before them, declared: 
him duly and Gonstitutionally elected to the office of Lieuten- - 
ant Governor... On the: 21st of the same month and during.the-- 
first week of the Session, the Chiéf Clerk transmitted-to the. 2 
Speaker of the, House of Representatives, the accompaning Te- 
turns from Fannin eounty, enclosed in the.following cemmuni-- 
cation: i E i 

E DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
' = February 21st, 1846. 3 
Tëthe Honorable Speaker. - vet. SeA 
"of :thé-House of- Representatives: = i 

Str—I have-the:pleasure of transmitting you -herewith, re- 
turns of Eléetion from Fannin county, which being addressed 
to the Secretary of State, were filed with other returns and the - 
votes-for Governor and Lieutenant.Governor, contained. there-~ 

in, were-overlooked until this morning. 
Very-Respectfully . 
i our obt. servant |, 
(Signed). J.. C“ ET. DRIDGE;- 
a _ Chief Clerk.: 
This commnnication admits, that these returns- were on*file- 
at the time the others were sent in, and the Clerk subsequent- 
ly admitted the sameto Mr;.Raymond, and he has,-stated be--. 
fore the committee, the reason which he alledges-in. his+com=- 
unication for not sending:them-in, is, that, being~directed to - 
the Secretary of State, they. were filed among otherreturns, and- 
E overlooked:atthe time the votes-fordzovernar, and Lieut- 
tenant Govornor ‘were -transmitted!to..the Legislature. -This 
is the reason subsequently assignedite Mr. Raymond by the 
Chief Clerk. In Fannià county,.At @> Horton, the other can- 
didate, received. 208; they being: all the votes cast for Lieut. 
Governor, in that county; and, had they.-been counted by the 
Legislature, would have elected Mr. Horton-by a majorite of 
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‘one hundred and sixty votes. The committee take the most.- 
charitable view of the subject, and assume, that, owing to the 
negligence and mistake ofthe Chief Clerk of the State Depart- 
ment, the returns were not sent in, and therefore not counted 
as the constitution requires. They are clearly ofthe opinion, 
that, it is the votes of the people which confer the office up- 
ou the successful candidate, The right, follows the result of 

- the popular will, manifested through the suffrages of the peo- 
ple, andit isonly made the duty ofboth, branches of the Legis- 
lature, to ascertain and declare what that result actually is. 
The two Houses under the Constitution, would not have the 
right, or power to select from the returns in the Secretary’s 
office, or from the Speaker’s table, such as they saw fit, and by 
that means declare the candidate elected, who had not re- 
fceived a majority of legal votes, returned. Such an act would 
bea palpable violation of the Constitution, which declares, 
that the person having the highest number of votes, shall be 
entitled to the office. If itis not in the power of the Legisla- 
tureto defeat the expressed will of the people by refusing to 
count all the legal votes, it is not in the power of a clerk, ina 
subordinate Department, by negligence, or malpractice in. off- 
ice, to defeat that will, andelect a candidate whom they have re- 
jected. Ifhe have that power, we may as well dispense with 
the elective franchise, and give the appointing power to the 
Clerk of the Secretary of State. 

It may be said that the election returns of the county of Fan- 
nin, are not endorsed as required by the seventh Section of the 
Schedule ofthe Constitution, which declares that, “the returns 
for members of the Legislature of this State, shall be made to 
the Department of State of this Republic, and those for Gover- 
nor and Lieutenant Governor, shall be addressed to the Speak- 
er.of the House of Representatives, endorsed, election returns 
of, county, for Governor, and directed to the Secretary 
of State?” The Chief Justice for Fannin county, included in 
the. same returns, the votes for Senator and Governor, and 
Lieutenant Governor, and directed them to the State Depart- 
ment—the proper place of deposite. The only objection to them, \ 
is, that the returns for Governor, and Lieutenant Governor 
were not addressed to the Speaker of the House of Representa~ , 
tives, and-endorsed, returns for Governor. l 

It vill be observed, that, the returns were sent as roqui- 
red. The only object of requiring them to be’ addressed 
to the Speaker; and be’ endorséd, was to inform the Secretary of 
State that they were Gubernational returns, and were to be. 
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képt by him and transmitted to thé two Houses.. The provis- 

ion for the address and endorsement of the returns is merely 
dirécted to the officers as to the manner of conducting the busi- 
` ness, and in rio way essential to the validity of the votes. It 

is not in the power of the officer, by neglecting or refusing -to 
make. the required address or endorsement, to destroy the valid- 
ity of the votes cast at an election, unless the law expressly de- 
clares that they shall be -void, for the want of such require- 
ment. Such provisions are uniformly held to be merely di- 
rectory, unless, they expressly manifest a different intent.— 
It has been determined by Courts of the highest authority, 
that when a statute requires a thing to be done in a particular 
manner, it will be valid although done in ae different manner, 
unless the Statute declares expressly the aet void, if done in 
any other than the one prescibed. United States vs Bradley, 10, 
Peters 343. Itisthe policy of the law te construe elective 
regulations liberally, in order to give efèct to the popular will, 
and not to destroy it by, artificial and technical rules ef the 
Consitution. Especially,was this:the- intention of the convention 
in giving the method of condueting: the first election under the 
new Constitution. The next question which presents itself 
is the power of the Legislature. to reverse the decision 
which it has pronounced. That decision remains in fact, 
a nullity; for the gentlemen’ in whose favor it was render- 
ed, refused to avail himself of it, on: the ground, that it was 
erroneous, and that his competitor was elected, as will appear,. 
by reference to the. following communication, which he addzess- 
ed to the Senate: 

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Senate: 

I have learned, since my arrtval'in the city, that at the-time 
specified under the Constitutian; and laws of the- State; both 
Houses of the. Legislature proceeded to examine-the result of 
the late general election for-Governor and Lieutenant Gover- 
nor, and that I was declared-te he elected Lieutenant Grover- 
nor-——I have also learned that æ filt returm of” the vote of the 
whole State was not made; and probably if such had’been the case 
a different result would have appeared?. Under such circumstap- 
oes! could not for a moment,think of accepting the office, Ihave 
too high a regard for tHe- priiciples.of a free Government, of 
the right of a majority te rule;.to-disappoint their expectations 
and wishes. I would therefore: sincerely ask the Honorable the 
Legislature to reconsider of their-action in this matter, and find 
out to whom the greatest number of suffrages of the people of. 
Texas were given.for the. office of Lieutenant Gowxernar,. at 
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-said election, and accord to the individudl,the station and of- 
fice to which he was called. - 
(Signed) -N. H. PARNELL, 
. > Senate ‘CHAMBER, 
April 28th 1846. } 
The above is a correct copy ofthe original on file in this of- 
fice. ; 
(Signed) / - PHAMILTON P. BEE, 
Secretary of Senate 


That the Legislature has the power-at any time during the 
Session, to annul a decision, which ‘it has rendered, through 
its. own mistake, on the fraud of:others, cannot admit of a re- 


-sonable doubt. :The right to render the decision, carries this 


poweras'a necessary incident. “Whe body would be impotent 
without it, aida prey, te-every-species of fraud and imposition. 


-Suppose the Emgrossingrtierk Should engross a bill which nev- 


a 


-er passed. May we not correct it? Suppose the clerk and 


Secretary of the Senate had intentionally represented the op- 
ponent of the presentovernor elected, and the Speaker had 
so proclaimed the result, could we not correct the erroneous 
decision? Or suppose the Secretary of State had sent in no 
county in which the present Governor received a majority, and 
in consequence, another gentleman had been declared duly and 
constitutionally,-elected, will any one be absurd enough to 
say that such a declaration would be beyond the reach of the 
Legislature? [Fhe eighth section of the schedule which is the . 
law controlling the manner of counting the votes and declaring 
the restlt;does not require it to be done during the first week of 
the Session; butif such is the law, it does not affect the power 
ofthe Legislature, over a decision which has been made through 
the mistake or fraud of the Executive Officers. The action of 
the Legislature in such a case is of no higher sanction, than a 
decision of a Court of Justice, which may be corrected. when 
the mistake or fraud is discovered. Should it be determined 
*that the constitution required the votes to be counted during 
ibe first week, still, when the the returns were not all in, they 
‘should not have been counted until the last day of the week; 
‘so that all the time which the law allows might have been given, 
jn order to ascertain the-will ofthe people. It appears from the 
certificate of the Clerk of Bastrop county, that the returns from 
that county were mailed in season to have reacked .the Secre- ` 
tary’s.office, preyious to the meeting of the Legislature. The 
Postmaster at this place has stated to the committee, that there 
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is but one office bétween that place and this, at which the mail, 
containing the’ matter mailed at Bastrop for ‘Austin, is ever 
opened. The Bastrop returns, owing to some extraordinary 
and wnaccountable circumstance, have never-:come to hand.— 
Of the votes given at Bastrop, A.-C. Horton receivéd a ma- 
jority of more than two hundred. Haéd'the fact ef-the mailing 
and loss of these returns been shown te the two Houses prèvi- 
ously to the declaration øf the result, it is very ‘evident that 
Mr. Horton would have had a right to introduce proof: ‘of his ma- 
jority andhave had the same counted. ‘he committee state, for 
the information of the House, that, since the election returns 
for Governor ant Lieutenant Governor. were counted, other re- 
turns, from several counties, have reached the State Depart- 
ment. Under all the circumstances, the committee esteem it 
to be the duty of both -Houses, to meet and:count the - votés for 
Lieuténant Governor, and declare. the result, as may be mani- 
fested by the returns, ‘anid they recommend that course. 
. (Sigtied) a, Sf V. E. HOWARD. 
: JNO. BROWN. ` 
LU BNI. F. TANKERSLY. 


Mri ‘Burroughs move the adoption of the report... 

Mr, Keenan moved, to lay the report and‘Resolution on the 
table until Lith inst. at 10 o'clock a. M. 

M. Howard called for a division of the question. 

Question on layi ng the Resolution-on the table, was taken up 
and lost, by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Barry, Chariton, Clark, Dickson, Echols, Ed- 
wards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Keenan, Miller, Muckle- 
roy, Pattillo and Williams—13. 

- iNays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Brown, Burroughs, Cooke, 
Cronican, Dupree, Edwards of I Nacogdoches, Gray, Gillett, Gik 
liam, Gooch, Holland, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, Mabry, 
McClarty, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill; “Milican, Mullins, 
Noble, Ogden, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Rus- 
sell, Ryburn, Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tank ersly,. Truit, White and. 
Willie—44, 

Question on laying the ‘report on ı the table, wag taken up 
and lost; oo, 

Mr, Williams moved a eall of the House. # 

ost. 

Question on adopting report*was taken and carried, ‘by the 

fdl lowing vote; 
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Yeas—Messrs. Brown, Burtoughs, Cronican. Dupree,- Ed- 
wards of Nacogdoches, Gillett, Gooch, Howard Hudson Jones, 
Mabry, McClarty, MceCulioch, MeFarland, McNeill, Mullins,No- 
ble, Ogden, Pease, Perkins, Perry Rayner, Redgate, Russell, 
Ryburn, Savage Stevenson Stewart, Smith of Haris Smith of 
Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly White Williams and Willtte— 
36. = l 
Nays—Messrs. Adams, Barry, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Dick- 
son, Echols Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gil- 
Iam, Holland, Irion, Keenan, Miller Milican, Muckleroy, Pattil- 
lo and Truitt—2eé 

Mr. Stevenson moved the adoption of the Resolntion of t he 
Senate and the yeas and nays being called, stood: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brown, Burroughs, Cronican, Dupree, Ed- 
wards of Nacogdoches, Gillett, Gooch, Howard, Hudson, Irion, 
Jones, Mabry, McClarty, McCulloch, McFarland, McNeill, 
Mullins, Noble, Ogden, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate 
Russell, Ryburn, Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Haris, 
Smith of Rusk, Tankersty, Truitt, White and Willie—36. 

Nays—Messrs. “Adams, Barry, Charlton, Clark, Cooke Dick- 
gon, Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, 
Holland, Keenan, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Pattillo, Sub- 
lett, and Williams—19 

Resolution, adopted. 

Mr. Keenan moved to enter his protest against the passage 
of the Resolution. 

Mr. Crump tendered his resignation as Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, and 

On motionof Mr. Howard, the Resignation of the Speaker 
was accepted, and. 

On- motion of Mr. Howardthe House proceeded to the elect- 
ion of Speaker, to fillthe vacancy occasioned by the resigna- 
tion of the Hon. Wm. E Cramp. 

Nominations being in order 


Mr. Echols, nominated, + : : x. : Mr, Brown, 
* Keenan, “ : : : : = 2 3 2 “© Bourland, 
“4 Rayner, eS Ges: T Sg. ae Wie 
“ Barry, a ee Se 0 ; “ Perkins, 


* Echols, A Sige eee es ae cet ee, e Cark, 
Messrs. Brown, White, Perkins and Clark, asked to be ex- 


them, : . 
‘Mr. Bourland only; being in nomination; the House proceeded 
to vote by ballot. 
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On counting out the votes, it appeared tha 


Mr. Bourland, received, : : : : : : 2 48 votes, 
“ Echols, S Hoo Eng, eee vote, 
« Darnell, « Se 2 tee eee ee 
« Tankersly, `“ E te ee Re G 
“ Smith, - “ M Seo ee, ee ge Bas 
C Blank. f 4 sn > , . > ry . PA 4 


Mr, Bourland having received a majority of all the votes 
was announced by the Chair duly and Constitutionally elected, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, of the State of Tex- 
as. : 

Mr. Willie offered the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That the thanks of the House are due to: the-ffon. 
Wm. E. Crump, for the dignified, able and impartial maner in. 
which he has discharged the duties of his office, as. Speaker of” 
the House of Representatives. 

On motion of Keenan the Resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Burroughs, the Speaker elected, was eon- 
ducted to the Chair, by Messrs. ‘Burroughs and’ Brown, 

Mr. Speaker, made a few, and appropriate remarks. 

On motion of Burroughs, the House adjourned. until half after 
two o’clock, 


WALP PAST TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 
-House met, roll called, and the following members answered t 
their names to wit: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Charlton, Clark» 
Cooke, Cronican, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacog- 
doches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gillett, Gil- 
liam, Gooch, Holland, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, 
Mabry, McClarty, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Muckleroy, 
Mullins, Noble, Pattille, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, 
Redgate, Russell, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith 

3 Rusk, Swit, Tankersly, Truit, White, Williams and Wil- 
Tie. f - : 

A quorum. present: l ; 

A bill to incorporate the several counties of this State which 
now exist or may hereafter be created. 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Petit Jurors.. 5 

Read a third time: i : 
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-Mr. MéeWeilrmoved to amend the Caption, by inserting cer- 
tificates “properly authenticated, receivable for County Tax- ° 
es.” 


The yeas-and nays being called for, stood: 

-Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Brown, *Charlton, Clark, 
Cocke, Dickson, Durham, Kichols, Edwards ef*San Augustine, 
Eddy, Erath, Gillett, ‘GilliamsGooch, Holland, Hudson, Irion, 
Keenan, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckileroy, Mul- 
lins, Noble, Pattillo, Perry, Railey, Redgate, Russell, Iyburn, 
Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Tankersly 
and Truit—3s8. 

Nays—Miessrs. Cronican, Dupree, Jones, Ogden, Pease, Pere 
kins, Rayner and Swift—8. 

~A message was received from the Senate, through their See: - 
retary Mr. ‘Bee, informing the House that the Senate had in- 
definitely postponed a bill, to incorporate the Sabine Naviga- 
tion Gompany. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, Mr. Stevensonavas granted leave of 
absence, for:the remainder of the session. 

‘On motion of Mr. Perkins, Mr. McCulloch was granted leave- 
of absence for the remainder of the session. 

On motiomof Mr. Perkins, a committee was appointed to in- 
‘vite the Senate within the bar of the House of Representa- 
tives, for the;purpose of counting out the late returns of+the 
election, received for Lieutenant Governor. . 

The chair appointed Messrs.:Perkins, Railey and Gooch, aid 
committee. 

Mr. Ogden moved thatthe ‘House take:a recess for fifteen 
minutes. 

Lost. : 

On motion -of Mr. Echols, the House took a recess for‘ten 
minutes. 


“Piheteeses 


The recess having-expired, the*‘House was called te‘order. 

The roll called, and a‘quorum present. 

Mr. Perkins, from the committee to wait on‘the Senate, re- 
turned and reported performance of duty. 

The Honorable, the Senate, appeared, headed.by their Pres- 
ident, who was invited to a.séat by the Speaker, and the Sen- 
ators to seats prepared for them. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. ‘Tankersly, the two Houses in Joint ses-- 
sion, proceeded to count out the votes cast for Lieutenant Gov- 
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ernor,of the ‘amaining counties that had not heretofore ‘for- 
warded returns. 

ThetChair appointed Messrs. Tankergly and McNeill, tellers 
on the part of the House. 

The returns were then opened, and the following-is the re- 
sult—to wit: 


County of Jackson, for Horton, -: : 7 28 votes. 
s  Brasos, “  -« zooo go 00 
“o a «g “ Darnell, `: : : 38 
“ “ Fannin, “ Horton, : : : ~208 
s “ “ “ Parnell, : :; : 00 
Regcapitulation, Mr. Horton received, : : 236<votex, 
Mr. Darnell “ : «2: - : +838 * 


The following is the aggregate of the votes east for Govery- 
or and Lieutenant Governor,on the 17th of February, 1846, in 
presence of both Houses of the Legislature: 

For Horton, : : 3 nS 4271 votes. 

For Darnell, : : : a3 ~~ 4819 & 

Mr. Horton’s majority of- all ‘the votes-cast. for Lieutenant 
Governor is 150 votes—-added to the«votes counted out to-day. 

Whereupon, the Speaker-declared’Mr. Horton dulyand con- 
stitutionally elected ‘LieutenantiGoyernor of the State-of Tex- 
as, for the term prescribed-by- the-Constitution. 

The Senate having retired, the ‘House proceeded to busi- 
ness. 

On motion of ‘Mr. ‘Stevenson, Mr. Williams was granted 
leave of absence, for the remainder of the session. 

A bill, to organize Justices’ Courts, and to define the pow- 
ers and jurisdiction of the same.. 

Read a first time. 

Rule suspended. 

Bill read a second time, and referred to the Judiciary tom- 
mittee. 

A messagé was received from the Senate, through their Sec- 
retary, Mr. Bee, informing the House that the Senate'had pass- 


À bill, supplementary to’ the several acts: for the relief of 
Minute-men, created under an act, approved February 4th, 
1841— with ' amendments. 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the message ‘of the Senate was 
taken up. 

A bill providing ifor the relief of Slinute-men—with amend- 
ments, from the Senate. 

Read, and amendments concurred in. 
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A bill, to authorize the Governor to employ & ; private Seere- 
ts r 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Echols, from the seleet. committee, to whom was refer- 
red a bill, providing for the collection of costs, made the fol- 
lowing reports 

[This report was not copied into the Journal, and the. origi- 
nal being mislaid, a copy cannot be furnished for publication. ] 

A bill, to repeal an act regulating proceedings in civil suits. 

Read a first time: 

& bill to provide for the payment of Commissioners appoint- 
ed by theseveral acts creating new counties. 

Read a first time. 

A substitute from the Senate for the bill regulating the ` 
manner of running county lines, was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the House refused to concur in the 
amendment, and 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, a committee of Conference was 
appointed to take into consideration the subject matter of 
such disagreement. 

Whereupon the Chair appointed Messrs. McNeill, Brown and 
Pease said committee. 

A bill to fix the time for holding. elections for members to 
the Congress of the United States. 

Read a first time. l 

A bill requiring the’ holders ef Land claims te lecate the 
same. 

Read a first time; and 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, rule suspended. 

Bill read a second time, and referred to the committee on 
Public Lands. 

A bill to incorporate the Lavaca, Gaudalupe and San Saba 
Rail Road Company. 

Read a second time. 

A bill creating the county of Titus, with EA pro- 
posed by the committee on County boundaries. l 

Amendments adopted. 


Mr. Gooch offered the following as a sub stitute for the 4th — 
section. ` 

Beit further enacted, That the said EE shall, so 
soon as practicable, provide a house, at the said place fixed up- 
on, for said county seat, for a temporary Court house, and.un- 
til such house shall be provided, said Commissioners- shall 
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point out where Court shall be held, and that this act take ef 


fect from and after its passage. 

Adopted. : 

Mr. Gooch moved to strike out “Griffith,” and insert “Doctor 
Ghambers.” i pe i 

Mr. Russell moyed to amend the amendment; by striking out 
'Doctor,” and inserting “John G. Chambers.” 

Carried. i l 

Question on the adoption of Mr. Gooch's &mendment, was 
aken, and carried, and 

Bill passed to its second reading. | 

On motion of Mr. Barry, the rule was suspended. . 

Bill read a third time and passed. . a2 

A bill to authorize the County Court of Brazoria county, to 
have a duplicate made of the Record Book, numbered and 
inown as Record Book 6. 

Read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, rule suspended. 

Bill read a third time and passed. _ 

On motion of Mr, Ogden, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row, nine o'clock, a. M. 


Crry or Austin, Sarurpar, 
May 2nd, 1846. 


The House met; the roll was called, and the following mem- 
hers answered to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Charlton, Clark, 
zooke, Crump, Dickson, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
rath, Gray, Gillett, Howard, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, 
{cFarland, McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Mullins, Og- 
‘en, Pease, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, 
‘adler, Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
tusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit; White, and Willie 

A quorum being present, the Journal of the preceding day 
was read and adopted. a 2 

Mr. Perkins.moved, that a committee be appointed to wait 
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on the: Honorable-A> @. Horton; Lieutenant Governor elect, 
and inform him of his-eléction.. iii 

Carried. 

The Chair appointed"Messrs. Perkins, Rayner, and Sublett, 
said.committees:. 

‘Mz. Adams presented the petition of Jin Shaw, a Delaware- 
Indian, which-wasread and referred to the committee on State- 
Affains. ý 

Mr. Williams introduced a Joint Resolution, authorizing the 
Governorsto take command of the Militia of Texas, mustered” 
into-the service of the Góvernment of the United States... 

Readd.a first time. . 

Mr. Dickson moved to suspend the rule, 

Garried. l 

Rəsolution read a second time. 

Mz. Howard moved to insert, after the words “command,” 
the words,“ according to the. Constitution and Laws of the 
United States.” ` 

Carried. 

Mr. Williams moved the engrossment of the Resolution. 

Mr. Smith of Rusk, moved to-insert the words; “and the 
people elect their own officers,.asthat right belongs te-all Vol- 
anteers.”” a 

Lost. - 

Mabry moved to. lay the resolution on the table. 

,0St. 

Mr. Echols called for the previous question. 

Carried.’ 

Question, on the engrossment of the resolution, was taken 
and carried by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Burroughs, Charlton, 
Clark, Cooke, Croniecan, Crump, Dickson, Echols, Edwards of 
San Augustine, Eddy, Gillett, Gooch, Holland, Howard, Irion, 
Jones,. Keenan, McClarty, McNeill, Milican, Noble, Ogden, 
Pease,. Perkins, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Ryburn, Russell, - 
Savage, Stevenson, Stewart, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, 
and Williams—42. l 

Nays—Messrs Brown, ‘Edwards of Nacogdoches, Erath, 
Mabry,: McFarland, Miller, Muckleroy, Mullins, Pattillo, Perry, 
Sadler, Smith.of Harris, Smith of Rusk,White, and Willie—15. 

Mr. Tankersly-made the following-report : 

To the Honorablé Speaker i 7 
of the House-of. Representatives:- l T 
The committee-on Finance, have considered a bill, to be en- 
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titled, An act to incorporate-the Colorado Minmg Company, 
and believing no serious.injurycan result to the:State or its 
citizens, by the passage of the bill, a majority of said commit- 
tee have instructed me to report the bilkkback, and recommend. 
it to the-consideration.of the House. 
[Signed] B.E. TANKERSLY. 
Ghatrman., 


Which report-was read“ and’laid on. the table,.ta: come up 
among the orders-of the day- 

A. committee was announced from the Senate,: appointed to 
invite the House,.to attend’ in the Senate Chamber, at ten o’- 
clock; a. m., to witness the installation of the Honorablé-A. C. 
Horton, Lieutenant Governor, elect. 

Mr. Clark made the following report, which was read and 
adopted. 
> GommerrEe Room,.) 
- May Znd,. 1846.. i 
To the Honorable Wm. H: Bourldnd; l ' 

Speaker of: the House of Representatives: : 

The committee ori State Affairs, have had-under-considera- 
tion, “ An act, to amend the seventeentii-sectior: of: an: act, to 
tepeal, in part;and amend aw act, entitled, an« act forthe in- 
corporation of the city of Galveston, ‘approved: ‘February fifth, 
eighteen hundred and forty, and to. otherwise amend said act, 
and have adopted the enclosed substitute, drawn up by-one of 
the members from Galveston: therefore.the adoption and pas- 
sage of which, they recommend. 

The majority of the committee wouldsobserve, that they see 
no objection to thè passage ofthe bill, since itis entirely local, 
andsmuch desired hy the delegation. from Galveston. -` 

(Signed}; » E CLARK 
E Chairman. 

Mr. White moved that the House repairtothe Senate Chamber, 
at ten o:clock, for the: purpose of ‘witnessing < the installation of 
the -Lieutenant Governor, elect. | - 

Carried: 

On motion of Mr. Jpnes, the House proceedédto the Sénate 
Chamber. 

After the inauguration, the House returned to. the. Repre- 
sentative Hall. 

Roll called—quorum present. 

Mr. Irion, Chairman of the- committee. on the. Land’ office, 
to whoiti was referreda bill, to establish a General Land Office 


at 
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for the State of Texas, made the following report, which was 
read and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 
[This report was'not copied into the Journal, and, the orig- 
inal s misplaced, a copy cannot be furnished for publica- 
tion. e 

Mr. Willie made the following report: 


To tke Honorable Speaker, 
, of the House of Representatives : 

The Engrossing committee have examined a bill, entitled An 
act, to provide for the issuing of patents, to the assignees of 
good and genuine unconditional Head Right certificates, and 
find the same correctly engrossed. 

[Signed] ' J. WILLIE, 
l One of the Committee. 

Which report was read and adopted. 

Mr. Gilliam introduced the following resolution ; 

Resolved, That the Chairmen of the various standing com- 
mittees of the House, be, and they are hereby requested, to re- 
solve themselves into a General committee, for the purpose of 
examining the various bills, now before the various standing 
and select committees, and report to the House, on Monday, 
next, such bills, as in their opinion, should first demand the at- 
tention of the Legislature. 

Resolved further, That the Senate be requested to actin 
concert with said committee. 

Read and laid on the table one day, for consideration. 

Mr. White introduced the following resolution: | 

Resolved, That the committee on Public Lands, be required 
49 report on the bill to legalize certain surveys, on Monday next, 
at teno’clock. _ 

Read and adopted. 

Mr. Ogden introduced a bill, supplementary to an act, for 
the payment of Minute Men. 

Read a first time—rule suspended—bill read a second time, 
and referred to the Judiciary committee. 

_ Mr. Cooke introduced a bill concerning securities. 

Read a first time i 

Mr. Dickson moved to take up the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Carried. Be i 
A resolution, calling on the Comptroller for information, 
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relative to aw ‘appropriation made for Indian. purposes, was 
taken up, _ - = i 
Read and adopted. 
A resolution, to adjourn, sine die, on the thirtieth April, with 
an amendment, from the Senate, to adjourn on the eleventh 
May, was taken up and read. l i 
Mr. White moved to lay the resolution on the table. 


Mr. Dickson moved a callof the House. 


» 


‘Carried. ‘ l mete 
Mr. Clark moved to excuse Mr. Durham. 
Carried. 


Mr. Barry moved to suspend the call of the House. 

Carried. ‘ 

Mr. Tankersly moyed to amend Mr. White’s motion, by 
laying the resolution on the table until Wednesday next. 

a yeas and nays being called on Mr. White’s motion, 
stood; ; 

Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Cronican, Dupree, Echols, Gray, Gil- 
tet, Gooch, Howard, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McNeill, 
Miller, Milican, Ogden, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Ryburn, 
Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, 
Traitt, White, and Willie—29. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Cazneau, 
Charlton, Cooke, Clark, Crump, Dickson, Edwards of Nacog- 
. doches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Krath, Gilliam, Hol- 
land, Jones, McFarland, Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, Pattillo, 
Rayner, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Stevenson, and Sublett—28. 

Carried. f a 

A bill, to provide for the registry of Deeds and other instru- 
ments of writing, was taken up, read a second time and passed. 

Mr. Echols moved the House adjourn until half-past two 
o'clock. l l 

Lost. ° te i 

Gn motion of Mr. Keenan, leave of absence was granted 
Mr. Eddy for the rest of the day. . ets 

Mr. Howard moved a reconsideration of the vote, laying the 
resolution te.adjourn, sine die, on the table. 

Mr. Dickson moved a call of the House. 

Carried. , : i 

Mr. Edwards of San Augustine, moved thatthe cali of the 
House be suspended, A 

‘Carried. | l 

Question, on-reconsidering the vote, was taken, and earried, 

by the following vote: a E : 
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Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Brown, Barroughs, Cazneau, 
Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Crump, Dickson, Edwards of Nacog- 
doches, Edwards of San Augustine, Erath, Gilliam, Gooch, 
Holland, Howard, Keenan, Mabry, McFarland, Millican, Muck- 
iaroy; Mullins, Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Perkins, Railey, Rayner, 
Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Swift, Sublet, Truitt, 
and Wilkiams—3s8.- 

Nays-——Messrs. Adams, Cronican, Dupree, Echols, Gray, Gil- 
lett, Irion, McClarty, McNeill, Miller, Pease, Perry, Redgate, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Tankersly, White, and 
Willie—19. 

Motion to reconsider, carried. 

Mr. Burroughs moved the adoption’ of the resolution. 

. The previous question being called, to lay on the table until 
Wednesday next, was taken and lost, by the following: vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Cronican, Dupree, Echols, Gray, 
Gillet, Irion, McClarty,. McNeill, Miller, Pease, Perry, Red- 
gate, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, and Tankersly, 
IT. 

Nays—Messrs.- Speaker, Barry, Brown, Cazneau, Charlton, 
Clark, Cooke, Crump, Dickson, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Ed- 
wardsof San Augustine, Erath, Gilliam, Gooch, Holland, How- 
ard, Jones, Keenan, McFarland, Millican, Muckleroy, Mullins, 
Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Perkins, Railey, Rayner, Russell, Ry- 
burn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Subjett, Truit, White, and Will- 
iams—38. ` 

ve Dupree; moved a call of the House. 

20st, 

‘Question on concurring in thé amendment of the Senate to 
adjourn on the eleventh day of May, was taken up and carri- 
cd, by the folowing vote. _ 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Cazneau, 
Charlton, Clark, Cook Crump, Dickson, Edwards of. Nacogdo- 
ches, Edwards‘of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gilliam, Gooch, 
Holland, Howard, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, MeFarland, 
Willican, Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble. Ogden, Pattillo, Perkins, 
Nailey, Rayner, Russell, Rybury, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Sub- 


lett, Truit, White, and Williams—41. 


we 


Nays—Messrs. Adams, Cronican, Dupree, Echols, Gray, Gil- 
let, MoClarty, McNeill, Miller, Pease, Perry, Redgate, Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, and Tankersly—i6. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, leave of absence was granted the 
lou. Mr. Holland, for the balance of the Session. 


By leave, Mr. Tankersly introduced A Substitute, for a Bill 
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to wind up and close the Treasury Department of the late Re- 
public of Texas; 
‘Which was read and adopted: and on motion of Mr. Mabry, 
ordered to be engrossed. 
i ne of Mr. Mabry, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock. 


THREF :O'CLOCK, P: >>) 


House met, roll called, and thafollowing members:answer- ~ 
ed to their names, to wit; 2 

Messrs, Speaker, Adams, Barry;-Brown Burroughs,Cazneau, 
Charlton, Clark, Crump, Diekson, ‘Dupree; Echols, Edwards of 
Nacogdoches, Eddy, Gray, Gillett, Geoeh; Haward; Irion, Keen- 
an, Mabry, McFarland,:‘MeNeill, Miller, MiHican Muckleroy, 
Mullins, Noble, Ogden;Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, 
Rayner, Redgate,.Russell;, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, -Stewart, 
Smith of Harriss.Smith-ef Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, 
` Truit, and White. 

Quorum present, 

Mr. Stewart, from the Committee on Publie:Lands;to whom 
was referred.“A Bill to amend the first Section-of An-Act, ap- 
proved fourteenth of February eighteen hundred and-forty, en- 
titled an Act authorizing the issuing of Duplicate Land war- . 
rants Discharges and Certificates on certain ~Conditions—Re- 
ported a substitute for the same, andrecommended its passage. 

Substitute read and adopted. l 

A Bilkto Regulate proceedings inthe District Court: ~. 

Read a tbird time and passed. 

Mr. Echols, introduced “A Joint Resolution, suspending pro- 
ceedings both civil and criminal, in the Courts of-this State, 
against all citizens who may orshall‘have-joined-the United 
States Army under the Command.of Gen. Taylor.” i 

Read a first time. i 
P Mr. Gray, from the Judiciary.committee, to- whom was refer- 
red “A Bill supplementary to the.several-acts for the Relief of 
Minute Men, created under an Act approyed February the 
‘curth eighteen hundred and tforty ‘ones . Reported the same 
without amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Gray moved a suspenion of the rule. 

Carried. 

Bill read, and ordered to be engrossed and, 
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On motion of Mr. Ogden, rule further suspended, Bill read 
a third time and passed. 

“A Bill to Regulate proceadings in cases of forcible entry. 
and Detainer. 

Read a third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Bec- 
retary Mr. Bee, informing the [louse that they had passed the 
following Bills, to wit. 

“A bill to repeal the fourth section of an act granting land 
to those who were in the Battle of San Jacinto, and other Bat-, 
tles, Approved December twenty first eighteen hundred and — 
thirty seven; also. 

“A Bill te incorporate the La Grange Female institute, by a 
constitutional majority. 3 

“Also A B#lrequiring the Commissioners of the General Land 
Office, toissue Patents upon unconditional Head Right Certi- 
ficates for Land—with amendments. 

And have substitutéd a Bill requiring the county Surveyor, 
of Liberty County, to funish the Surveyor of Tyler county 
a map of the Surveyed, land in said County” also 

“A bill regulating the Office of County Treasurer, with 
amendments” 

Also have adopted the report of the committee of conference 
onthe “bill organizing County courts” 

[This repert was not eopied inte the Journal. and, the origi- 
nal ite ‘misplaced, a.eopy eannot be furnished for publica- 
tion.’ 

‘The Senate -adhere to their amendments to the bill, to have 
the lines Surveyed between the Counties of Robe sréson and 
Limestone, Limestone and Leon, Leon and Navarro; and have 
appointed Messrs. Gillet and Wood, a committee of confer- 
ence on said Bill. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, made 
‘the following report, which was adopted. 

[This report was not copied into the Journal, and the origi- 
ginal being misplaced; a copy cannot be furnished for publi- 
cation. | 

A Bill authorizing the Commissioner of the Genel Land 
Office, to: issue Patents to claimants to Land lying in two or 
more counties. 

Read-a-third time and passed. 

A Bill to define the duties of Secretary of State, with ined: 
-ments reported by-the Committee on State Affair: S, was 

. Read and amendment ts adopted. 
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On motion of Mr. White, the House adjourned until Mon- 
day Morning &celock arm. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, } 
City or Austin, MONDAY. 
May 4th, 1846. 

The House met; the roll was called, and the following mem- 
bers answered to:their names ” 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Burroughs, Charlton, Clark,” 
Cooke; Cronican, Crump, Dickson, Edwards of San Augustine, 
Eddy, Erath, Gillet, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Hudson,. Irion, 
Mabry, McFarland, Miller, Millican, Muckleroy, Mullins, No- 
'ble, Pattillo,, Pease, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate,. Rùssell,. 
Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of” 
Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, White, and Willie. ~ 

quorum being present, the Journal of the preceding day 
was read’and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, leave of absence was granted Mr. 
ae until his health would admit of his attendance onthe 

ouse. 

Mr. Rayner presented the petition of John P. Borden; which 
was referred to the committee on Public Lands,. without 
reading. 

ir. Gray made the following report: 


To the Honorable Speaker of the 
` House of. Representatives: . 
The committee on the Judiciary; have considéred a bill, te 
organize the Justices’ Courts; añńd to define the powers and 
jurisdiction of the same, andiinstruct me to report the enclosed 
amendments, with which they.recommend its passage.” 
_ [Signed] P. W. GRAY. 


Chairman. 


Which report was read”and laid on.the-table, to come up 
among the orders of the.ddy. l ! i 
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Mr. Tankersly made the following report: 


Commirtex Room, - 
May 4th, 1846. 


To the Honorable Speaker 
of the Housesof Representatives: 
“The committee on Finance, believing itimportant that some 
provision should bemade, for the collection of the taxes, due 
and owing to the late: Republic of Texas, and the assessment 
and collection of taxes for the present year; and, as this sub- 
ject has been overlooked, until a late hour ef the session, the 
committee have instructed me to report two bills, one provid- . 
ing for the collection of taxes due the Republic of Texas, and 
the other for the assessment and collection of taxes for the 
present year, which they submit. ġo the House, for its consider- 
ation. 
[Signed] B. F. TANKERSLY, 


Chairman. 


‘A bill to provide for the collection of taxes, due and owing 
the late Republic of Texas. 

Read a first time. 

A bill to provide for the assessment and collection of taxes, 
for the year eighteen hundred and forty-six. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Gray made the following report, which was read and 
adopted. 


CoMMITTER Sea 

May 2d, 1846 
To the Honorable Speaker i 
of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on the Judiciary, have considered a bill, de- 
claratory of the office.duties and powers, of Notaries Publie, 
of the State of Texas;:and instruct me to report the enclosed 
substitute, to. be entitled, “An act, defining the office and du- 

‘ties of Notary Public;” the adoption and passage of which 
‘they recommend. 
[Signed] P. W. GRAY, 
; Chairman, 


Mr. Cronican made the following report, which was read 


2 


and adopted. 
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- (Oommatres Rooms, ? 
. May 4th, 1846. a 
To the Senate and House of _ = 
Representatives of the Staieof Texas: . . 

The Joint committee, to whom -was referred the petition, of 
Thomas F. McKinney, have. given the subject minute investi- 
gation, and have arrived-at the- following facts, ‘so fully au- 
thenticated, as not to leave a- doubt onthe minds of the’com- 
mittee, as to their correctness: a, Es ee oe 

That Gail Borden, jr; late Collector of the Port of Galves- 
ton, in receiving Exchequer Bills from Merchants at Galveston, 
required them, under the law, to pay them to the Government 
at a discount. he merchants-paid- it under protest, and noti- 
fied him not to pay it over to the Goyernment—that they held 
him responsible to them for-a’return- of the discount -‘on the 
face of the bills, and instituted suit against him for-its recov- 
ery. -[hatthe said Borden retained the-amount thus discount- 
ed from the face of the Exchequers, in his hands, that he might 
secure himself in the case ‘of Judgment being had against 
him. -That ke handed over to Thomas F. McKinney and 
Samuel M. Williams the whole amount, to secure them, as his 
securities on hisbond to the Government, for the faithful per- 
formance of his: duty as. Collector. That McKinney and Wil- 
liams used the -Jixchequer Bills for their ‘own account, and 
now propose that the amount be charged to them in account 
with the Government, on account’ of -cash which they have ad- 
vanced for the Republic of Texas. ~Your committee have as- 
certained by reference to the-records, and. from the certificates 
of the Honorable E. M. Pease, who was an officer of the pro- 
visional Government, and J. B. Shaw, Esq., the present Comp- 
troller of Public Accounts of the State of Texas; that, in the 
commencement of the Revolution, in eighteen hundred and 
thirty-five and eighteen hundred and thirty-six, prior to the 
organization of the Government of the Republic of Texas, and 
when the affairs of the country were managed by such temporary 
or previsional authority, as was from time to time established, 
there being.no,public funds in the country, with which to meet 
the indispensable necessities of the public defence,-application 
was made to McKinney & Williams for aid‘in funds, with 
which to sustain the army which was then in the field. The 
application was responded to ina manner -of extraordinary 
generosity by them, and no limit was set to their aid, which 
was within their contro}, without which the country must have 
suffered seriously, it beirlg the only mode-by which-the country 
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a could, at the time, procure the supplies, which were ef abse- 
lute necessity to the public defence. That the said McKinney 
& Williams, did continue to sustain the credit. of the Govern- 
ment at the sacrifice of their own, until the entire enganiza- 
tion of the Government of the Republic of Texas, in eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six. That in doing so, they advanced, in 
par funds, about one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. Fifty- 
four thousand of which has been paid in land, ata higher 
price than it was sold to other persons. That the Government 
yet owes the said McKinney & Williams, about one hundred 
thousand dollars with five years interest thereon. That they 
have never received of the Government one dollar of its paper 
except atpar. That they have never been paid one dollar out 
of the Treasury on account of such advances, and, owing to 
the embarrassed. condition of the country, never asked it.— 
That they rendered important services to the country, as agents 
in receiving Volunteers, supplying them &c., ‘for nearly a year, 
for which no, eltarge-was made. Your committee, therefore, 
have come to.the conclusion that the relief asked, is very in- 
considerable, compared to services rendered. by them; and 
have prepared a bill, which is herewith submitted, and recom- 
mend its passage. 

[Signed] ' JAMES CRONICAN, 
Chairman Committee on part of the House. 


A bill for the relief of McKinney & Williams, read a first 
time. 

Mr. Willie made the following report, which was-read’ and 
adopted. 

CommirtTEE. Room, }- 

May 4th, 1846. 

To the Honorable Wm. H. Bourland, ' 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Conference, upon a bill entitled, an act, 
regulating appeals to'the Supreme Court in criminal cases, hav- 
ing conferred together, recommend the adoption of the follow- 
ing, as a substitute for the tenth section of said act: 

Section TENTH. Be it further enacted, That if the Trans- 
cript provided for in the foregoing section, be received in va- 
cation, the District Court shall; at the next term, proceed fo pro- 
nounce sentence, in accordance with the direction of the Su- 
preme Court, if the accused be in custody, and if not, shall 
order such processas may be necessary-to take him; and if 
the return upon such process be - that: the accused cannot be- 
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found, then the Court shall direct such proceedings as may be 
necessary and pfoper in order to forfeit hisrecognizance. But. 
if the Transcript aforesaid, be received in Term time, the 
Court shall forthwith proceed, as above directed. 
[Signed] WM. M. WILLIAMS, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 
JAMES WILLIE, ` 
Chairman on part of the House. 


Mr:. Ogden made the following report: 


To the Honorable Wm. H. Bourland, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives :: 

Sin:—The Joint committee, to whem was referred a bill) en- 
titled, An act, making appropriation for the support of the Cov- 
ernment, for the- years eighteen Hundred and: forty-six and 
eighteen hundred and forty-seven—have had‘the same under 
eonsideration, andthe majority beg leave tereport a substi- 
tute, and’ recommend its adoption. 

[Signed] - ISAAC PARKER.. 
Chairman of the Committee: 
on the part of the Senate. 
D. C. OGDEN, 
Chairman on the part of: the 
_ House of Representatives. 
Which report was-nead and adopted. . 


Mr. Ogden made-the following report: 


Coamirtee Room, 

i May áth; 1846, 

To the Honorable Wm. IE. Bourland, ' 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Siz :—The undersigned, a minority of the Joint committee, 
to whom, was referred the General Appropriation bill, ask, 
leave to-present a counter report. 

It isthe opinion of the undersigned ‘that the salary of one 
thousand dollars, allowed the secretary of State, is entirely in- 
adequate as compensation for the services required, It is the 
office second in dignity in the Government, and the salary is 
placed below that of the Comptroller. The office is one of 
great importance to. the public interest; and as it embraces 
all the business of ‘the whole Republic, heretofore connected 
with. Foreign Relations and Negotiations, the eorrespondence 
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will necessarily be heavy, and requife talents and character, 
far above those necessary for the like office in a new State, 
which has not maintained a separate National existénce. ‘The 
Attorney General, under the late Republic, whose duty it was, 
in addition tothe ordinary businegs‘of that office, to revise and 
digest the:laws, civiland criminal, was paid a salary of one 
thonsand-five hundred dollars; and the same dutyhas been 
impesed‘on the present officer, by a law enacted at this session, 
whilst his salary has been reduced by the committee to one 
thousand dollars. That officer represents the State in its liti- 
gatien, which will hereafter involve interests of great import- 
ance to the country, and require talents and legal learning of 
the first order. 


The salarles of the Assistant Clerks in the Land Office, and ` 


other departments, as fixed by the majority of the committee, 
at six hundred dollars a year, will necessarily have the effect 
to confine the offices entirely to unmarried men, which ought 
` not to be the policy of any Republican Government. Noman 
of family, with the most rigid economy, can support himself at 
the Seat of Government, on a salary of six hundred dollars; 
and ic will not be denied that men of families are as much en- 
titled to the business of Government, as those who do-net mer- 
der that tribute to the support of seciety. The undersigned 


do not believe that competent Clerks—either married or single - 


—can be obtained for that price. 

The wisest economy of the ‘Government «would be to pay 
sufficient, to command services qualified to discharge the dw 
ties imposed. The salaries «of Assistant ‘Clerks. have .hereto- 
fore been eight hundred and fifty dollars; and the .proposed 
change would only make a difference of two thousand five 
hundred dollars to thetGovernment, and would probably result 
in the ldss of many thousands to the State, through the'incom- 
petency of the service, which such a change would produce. 
It is especially impertant, that the Land Office should be pro- 
vided with competent and experienced Clerks. Negligence or 
want of ability, at a single Desk,:might result in the loss of 
thousands to the State, and great embarrassment to the people 
in their- business, connected with that Department. The-wn- 
dersigned believe that sound-ecenomy in a Government, re- 
quires the payment of a fair-eonsideration for public services, 
which alone can save it from -great loss, through a want of 
character and capacity-in the transaction of public business. 

The undersigned would ‘further state their opinion, that in- 
asmuch-as the .Journdis -of the House and Senate are tobe 
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printed, the Clerk of the House and Secretary ef the Senate, - 
are the appropriate persons to prepare them, respectively, for 
the Printer, and recommend that the appropriation be maae to 
them direct. All of whieh is respectfully submitted. 

. [Signed] D. C. OGDEN. 


A message was received ‘from the Senate, informing the 
House, that they had; passed a 

“Joint-Resolution ; providing for the appointment of persons 
to visit the Indian Tribes, and prevent irruptions, on the Fron- 
tier;” also 

“A bill, to be entitled, an act supplimentary to several acts, 
for the relief of minute men, created under an act approved 
February, 4th, 1841.” i 

“And also have adopted, the substitute of the House, to “A 
“bill, to repeal the fourth Section of an act to provide, for the 
consolidation and funding of the Public Debt.” 

Mr, Gray, made the following report: ` 


To the Hunorable Speaker , 
of the House of Representatives: 

-The committee on the Judiciary „ haveconsidered, “A bill *to 
incorporate the town of Crockett,” and instruct me to report 
the enclosed amendments therete. 

_ (Signed P. W. GRAY, 
‘ Chairman, 


Which report was read, andlaid upon the table, to come up 
among the orders of the day. 
Mr. Gray made the following: report: 


: COMMITTEE Room, 
_ “May 2, 1846. 
Fo the Honorable Speaker, 5 

of the House of . Representatives. ua 

The Committes:on the Judiciary, in-acting on the various 
bills, referred to them, have noticed that bills have been passed 
on by them;déñning the duties of all the county officers, except 
those of Coroners and Constables. . 

They believe that acts on those subjects are needed andzbeg 
leave to submit to the House the enclosed bill, defining 
the Office and duties of Coroners, and also of Constables. 

(Signed) Z| P. W. GRAY, 


Chatriman. 
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“A bill to define the office and duties of Coroners: and Cén. 
stables.” l l T 

Read a first time. DEn . 

“A bill to define the office and duties of Constables.” 

Read a first time: ; 

Mr. Gray made the following report, which was read an 
laid upon the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 


COMMITTEE Room; | 
May 2, 1846. 


To the Honorable Speaker, 
of the House of Representatives: ` 


The committee on the Judiciary, fearing that in the enact- 
ment of Laws changing the mode of’ procedure, in suits, and 
altering the penalties of certain offences, confusion may arise, 
have considered the subject, and instruct me to report the en- 
closed bill, to be entitled “An act, te preyent.confusion in Judi- 
cial proceedings,.arising from the repeal of Laws under which 
they were had or occurred.” . 

They believe the provisions of the bill will meet and’ avoid 
the evil referred to, and therefore they recommend the passage 
of the same. : 

(Signed): E P. W. GRAY, 
Chairman. 

“ABill to prevent confusion in Judicial proceedings, from’ 
the repeal of Laws uñder which they were had er occu rred.’ 
` Read’ a first time. 

Mr. Vankersly made the following report: 


Té the Honorable Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 

The Committee on Finance, Having considered a Joint Res- 
olution, instructing Our Senators, and requesting the Repre- 
sentatives of the State, to endeavor to procure indemnity from 
the Government of the United States, to importers of Goods 
from the United States to Vexas, between the thirty first of 
September eighteen hundred and forty five and sixteenth of 
Februrary eighteen hundred and forty six, a Majority of said 
eommittee have instructed’me to report back the Bill with- 
out amendment, to the House, and a skto be discharged from 
the further consideration of thé same” -. - f 

[Signed], E B. F. TANKERSLY, 


Chairman. 
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Which report was read and iad onthe table,to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Sublett introduced a Bill, to secure the payment of Fines 
imposed by the. Distriet Courts of the State” 

nonce a firet time, rule suspended—Bill read a second time 
anc 

On motien-of Mr. Sublett, referred to thejJudiciary Commit- 
tee. 

Mr. Smith of Rusk, introduced a Bill defining the duties of 
County Cemmissioners of Rusk County. 

Read a first time. 

Rule suspended—read a second time—and referred to the 
Committee on State Affairs. 

Mr, Smith of Rusk, introduced a Joint Resolution to pro- 
vide for the manner of organizing the Volunteers, called into 
service by the-late Proclamation of His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor.” 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Smith of Rusk, moved to suspend the rule. Lost. 

A commuuieation was announced by the Speaker, from the 
Comptroller of Public Accounts, in answer to a Resolution;of 
the House calling for information relative to the Appropriation 
made for Indian purposes.” 

Which was read-and laid on the aoe 

- Mr. Russell moved to take up the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Carried. 

Mr. Russell moved to suspend the rule, and take up a Joint 
Resolution from the Senate, authorizing the Governor to send 
agents among the Indians. 

“Carried. 

Resolution read a first time—Raule suspended—Read asec- 
ond time—and passed to a thirđ reading. ` 

On metion of Mr. Cazneau; the rule was suspended—Reso- 
lution read.a third time and passed. 

By leave, Mr. Smith of ‘Rusk, introduced a Bill appointing 
David L. “Ray a Trustee for the Rusk County Academy. 

Read a first tie—Rule suspended—Read a second T ‘and 
reterr ed tothe Committee, on Education. 


My : tewart ‘iagyéd a call of. ‘the “House. Cernii 


- Mr. White movedthat Mr, Dupree: -be- excused. Carried. — . 
Mr. Eddy moved that Mr. Miller he excused, Carried. 
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Mr. Gillét- moved to suspend the call of the House. Carried. . 

Mr. Cazneau withdrew the motion to take up the appropria» 
tion Bilt 

By. leave, Mr. Gooch introduced a bill for the benefit of a 
deaf and dumb boy, the minor Son of Lovel-Coffman of Red 
River County. 

Read a first time. 

A bill defining the Office and duities of Sheriffs, was taken 
up, with the report of the Select-committee, and amendinents 
therein proposed, adopted—and* 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

By leave, Mr: Eddy introduced the following Resolution. . 

“Resolued—That this. House will hot entertain new business 
during the remainder of this session , unless by-a..unanimons 
consent of this House” 

Read and laid on the table one day for consideration: 

A bill to provide the mode of trying the right of property‘ 
lévied-bn by Execution, with the amendments proposed by the 
pera Committee,was taken up and the amendments adopt- 

an 

Bill ordered to be Engrossed. 

Mr. Cronican-mioved a call of the House. 

Carried. 

Mr. Ogden. moved’ to suspend the call of the House. 

Carried. 

A Bill to amend the Supreme Court.of the State, with the 
amendments proposed bythé Judiciary Committee, was tak en 
n , + 

Pr. Howard, moyed to Réad the Bill by sections. 

“Mr. Mabry moved that thé House -resolve itself ‘into.a: com- 
mittee of the whole: : 

Lost. 

Mr. White moved the adoption of-thé first section... 

Carried. 

Question, on the first amendment of the Committee to the 
second section, was taken,:and carried. 

Mr. Dickson moved to striké.outin'second section, the worda 
“Austin, Travis County” and insert*“Huhtsvills ‘Walker Coun- 
ty” 

The yeas and nays being called, stood:* 

Yeas—Messrs. Brown, Burroughs, Charlton; Clark; Dickson, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards’of San: Augustine, Eddy, 
Keenan, McClarty, McNeill, Muckleroy, Nenie Pättillo, Ray- 
RGF, Savage, Stewart, Sublett, and Tritit—-18: ' 
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Nays:—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Cazneau, Cook, Cron- 
ican,.Crump, Echols, Etath, Gray, Gillet, Gilliam, Gooch, How- 
ard,‘ Hudson, Irion, Janes, Mabry, McFarland, Millican, Mul- 
lins, Ogden, Pease, Perry, Railey, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, 
Sadler, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, 
- White and Willie—-35: . f ~ 

Host. - ; 

Mi. Willie moved to.strike.out-“Austin Travis County, and ~ 
insert the Town of Brenham, Washington. County. ~*~ 

- The yeas and nays being called for, stood: 

Yeas—Messrs..Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Clark; Cronican, . 
Dickson, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augus- 
tine, Eddy, Gray, Irion, Keenan. McClarty, McNeill; Millican, 
Muckleroy, Noble, Pattillo, Railey,. Rayner, Savage, Sublett, 
Truit, and Willie—24. i ; 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Cazneau, Cooke, 
Cramp,Echols, Erath,Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Hudson, 
Jones, Mabry, MéFarland, Mullins, Ogden, Pease, Perry, Red- 
gate, Russell; Ryburn, Sadler, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith 
of -Rusk, Swift, Tankersly,.and White-—30; 

Question Lost. i > 

_Mr. Clark, offered the following substitute tothe second sea- 
tion... 

“The State of Texas, shall be divided into three Supreme 
Judicial Districts, and the Supreme Court shall be held. once in 
each year, in each ‘District, at such place,.and ‘at such time, 
and for such length of time, as hereinafter prescritied” 

The yeas and nays being called stood: 

Yeas—Messrs.-Brown, Burroughs, Clark, Echols, Edwards 
of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Gillett, Gilliam’ 
Keenan, McClarty, Muckleroy, Noble, Rajley, Rayner, Russell, 
Ryburn, Swift; Sublett, and Truit—19. j 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, .Cazneau, Charlton, 
_ Cook, Cronican, Crump, Dickson, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gooch, 
Howard Hudson, . Irion, Jones,. Mabry, McFarland,. McNeill, 
Millican;-Mullins, Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Perry, Redgate, Sad- 
ler, Savage. Stewart, Smith of Harris, Swift, Tankersly; White, 
and Willie—35. , 

Question lost. l ` 

Mr. Barry offered the following, as a substitute: - 

The State of Texas shall be divided into two Supreme: Judi- 
cial Districts, and the Supreme Court shall be held once in 
eaoh year, in each: District, at such place and at such time, 
and for such length of time, as hereinafter prescribed. - l 
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The yeas and nays being called for, the vote stood: 
Yeas—Messrs. Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Clark, Echols, Ed- 

wards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Gillet, 
Gilliam, Gooch, McClarty, Muckleroy, Noble, Pattillo, Rayner, 
Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage and Truit—21 sO 

Nays~-Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Cazneau, Charlton, Cook, 
Chronican, Crump, Dickson, ddy, Erath, Gray, Howard, Hud- 
son, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McFarland, McNeill, Milican, 
Ogden, Pease, Perry, Railey,Red gate, Stewart, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, White and Willie—33. 

Question lost. 

A message was received from the Sonat, informing the House 
that they had passed a“Joint Resolution, for the relief of Charles 
B. Snow;” also, 

“A bill, requiring the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, to issue Patentsin the name, and by the authority of 
the State of Texas”—with amendments. 

And that they had receded from their amendments to “A 
bill, providing how the new,counties, made by the Legislature, 
out of the Territory of Nacogdoches county, shall pay their por- 
tion of debt due by said county of Nacogdoches.” a 

And also, had receded from their amendments, to “An act, 
regulating Elections. ” i l ot 

And had passed “A bill, for the relief of Thomas Ander. ~ 
son.” 

Mr. Keenan moved to strike out city of Austin, county of 
Travis” wherever it occurs in the bill. 

Mr. Willie moved, to amend the -amendment, by striking 
out “city of Austin, Travis county,” and inserting the “town 
of Washington, Washington eounty.” , 7 

Lost. ; . 
ïr. Edwards of San Augustine, moved to-amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out “city of Austin, travis cocnty,” and ingert- 
ing, “Pendleton, Sabine county.” se | 

Lost. oy 

Question on the adoption of Mr. Keenan’s amendment, was 
taken and lost bythe following vote? oe 

Yeas—Messrs. Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, Cronican, 
Dickson, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches,Edwards of San Au- ` 
gustine, Eddy, Gray, Irion, Keenan;McClarty, McNeill, Millican, 
Muckleroy, Noble, Paitillo, Rayner, Sadler, Stewart,Truit, and 
Willie—23. - ~ | l o 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Cazneau, Crump, 
Cooke, Erath, Gillett Gilliam, Gooch, Howard,Hudson, Jones, 
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Mabry, McFarland, Mullins, Ogden Pease, Perry, Railey, 
Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Savage Smith, of Harris, Smith of 
Rusk, Sublet, Tankersly, and White—3l. i t 

Lost i : 

Mr. Echols moved to strike out “city of Austin,” and insert 
“Venisonvilie,” Lost. - 

Mr. S:nith of Rusk, moved to strike out “one,” and insert in 


-lieu thereofthe words “two places,” and also insert “Hender- 


son, in Rusk county.” 

The yeas and nays being called, stood: 

Yeas—Wessrs. Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Clark, Cronican, 
Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, 
Eddy, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Keenan, McClarty, McFarland; 
Muckleroy, Noble, Pattillo, Rayner, Russell, Rybura, Sadler, 
Stewart, Smith of Rusk and Truit—25 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Cazneau, Charlton, Cooke, 
Crump, Dickson, Erath, Gray, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, 
Mabry, McNeill, Millican, Mullins, Ogden, Pease, Perry, Railey, 
Redgate Savage, Smith of Harris, Swift Sublett, Tankersly, 
White, and Wille—29. 

Lost. 

Mr. Eddy moved, to strike out “city of Austin,” and insert, 
“sity of Galveston.” 

Mr. Mabry moved that the previous question be taken. 

The yeas and nays being called, stood 

- Yeas—Measrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Cazneau, 
Cooke, Gray, Gooch, Howard, Hudson Jones, Mabry, McFar- 
land, McNeill, Mullins, Ogden, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, 
Smith of Harris, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, and White—26. _ 

Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, Crump,Cronican, 
Dickson, Echols, Edwards of Nscogdoches, Edwards of San Au- 
gustine, Eddy, Gillet, Gilliam, Irion, Keenan, McClarty, Milli- 
oan, Noble, Pattillo, Pease,. Railey, Rayner, Savage, Stewart, 
Smith of Rusk,.Truit, and Willie—26. i 

Question lost. 

Mr. Charlton moved to amend the amendment, by striking 
out, “city of Austin,” and inserting, “city of Houston, Harris, 
county.” ARR i 

The yeas and nays being called, stood: a 

Yeas—Messrs. Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Dickson, Ed- 
wards of Nacogdoches’ Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, 
Erath, Gray Gillet, Gooch, Irion, Keenan, McNeill, Millican, 
McClarty, Muckleroy, Noble, Pattillo, Sadler, Stewart, Truit 
and White—2I ` a S 
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Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Cazneauy, Clark, 
Cooke, Crump, Cronican, Echols, Howard, Hudson, Jones, Ma- 
bry, McFarland, Mallins, Ogden, Pease, Perry, Railey, Rayner, 
Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Savage, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, and Willie—2l. 

Lost. 

Mr. Sublett moved, that. the, House adjourn until: three 
o'clock. 

Lost. 

Question, on Mr. Iiddy’s amendment, was taken, and lost, 
by the following vote: l 

Yéas—Messrs. Burroughs, Charlton, Clark,Cronican, Dickson, 
Echols, Edwards, of; Nacogdoces, Edwards of San Augustine, 
Eddy, Gillett, Keenan. Muckleroy, Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Rai 
ley, Sadler, Savage, and Truit—19- 

. IVays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown Cazneau, 
Cooke, Crump, Erath, Gray, Gooch, Howard, Hudson, Irion, 
Jones, Mabry, McClarty, McFarland, McNeill, Millican, Mullins, 
Ogden, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Smith, of 
Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, White and Willie— ` 
ODIs : : = 

ost. 

. Mr. Dickson, moved, a reconsideration of the vote, reject- 
ing Mr. Clark’s Substitute, for the second Section of the bill. 

The yeas and‘nays being called, stood:. 

Messrs. Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, Dickson, 
Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gillet, Keenan, Me- 
Clarty, Mitlican, Muckleroy, Noble, Pattillo, Railey, Rayner, 
Russell, Sadler, Savage Smith of Rusk. and /Truit—23. 

iNays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Cazneau, Cooke, Cronican,. 
Crump, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Gray Gooch, Howard; Hud- 
yon, Irion, Jones, Mabry, McFarland, McNeill; Mullins, Ogden 
Pease, Perry, Smith of Harris, Redgate, Swift) Tankers,ly Whit 
and Willie—27 ` i 
. Lost. ae 
` The previous qustion being called for, which was the adopt- 
inn of the seeond Section, was. taken, and lost, by the follow- 
ing vote: © A f f © F 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Cazneau, Cooke,, Crump, 
Hrath, Gray, Gooch, Howard Hudson, Jones Mabry, McFarland, 
Mullins, Ogden, Pease, Perry, Bailey, Redgate,, Ryhurn, Smith 
of Harris, Swift, Tankersly, and White—24.. = _ 

Nays—Messrs. Barry, Brown; Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, 
Dickson, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San, 


+ 


627.. 


Augustine, Eddy; Gillett,. Trion, Keenan, McClarty, McNeill, 
Millican, Muckleray, Noble, Pattillo, - Rayner, Russell, Sadler, 
Savage, Smith -of Rusk, and Willie—25. 

On motion of. Mr. Eddy, n House adjourned until three. 
o'clock, Pu M 


TEREE O'GLOOK, P. M 


ouse met, roll called, and: the following members answered to- 

èit names to-wit: 

Messrs. Speaker, Ais Barry, Brown, Gäzneau,: Charl- ` 
ton, Clark, Cronican,- Dickson, Dupree; . Echols, Edwards of 
San Augustifie, Eddy, Erath,. Gtays Gillett: Gilliam, Gooch, 
Howard, Hudson, Irion; Jones, Mabry; McFarland? MéClarty, 
McNeill; Milliean, MucKiéray, Mullins, Noble; Baitille, Péase, 
Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, ‘Ryburn, Sadlér,; Savagé,; Stew- . 
art, ‘Smiths of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, Truit, 
White, and: Willie. : 

Quorumypresent; and the House: proceeded to business:. 

The bill to. organize thé Supreme Court, “being under consid 
ervtioh. -` l 

nye Sadler moved: to slay) the bill and’ peas OTL: . the 
table. ` 

Which motion was lost: ` 

Sectiom thind-was::read, ‘with the: amenditients offeted "by 
the Judicary committee. 

Amendments adopted; and the question being on the adoption 
of the Section, was put- and carried; 

Fourth Section. read and adopted. 

Fifth. Seetion;.with thie amendment, by the committee, As 
read, and‘amendiment adopted. - ; 

"Question; on:'the the Sopheon: of.: thé section was. pub and 
carried. 

Sixth Séethion-was read: and’ ‘adopted?! 

On motiomof Mr. Dickson, the vote just taken on: the: -adop- 
tion of the seventh Section, was reconsidered, and: the: section 
was then read ias proposed to be+ amended -by ‘the: “commit- 
tee. 

Question on the adoption ot the-amendment of the seventh 
yy . Was put and carried. . 


` -r 
i : 7 “ 


628 

Eighth Seia was read and amendments offered by tho 
committee adopt ed. and Section adopted. ` . 4 

Ninth and tenth Sections, adopted, 

Eleventh Section read, with the amendments, and e adept- 
#1. 
Twelfth and thirteenth Seetions, adopted. 

Faurteenth Section, with amendments by the committee, 
was read and adopted. 

Fifteenth Section, with the amendments by the committee, 
was read and adopted. 

Sixteenth Section, was read, as estas aad adopted 

Seventeenth Section adopted. 

Kighteenth and nineteenth Sections va the` amer dmentg, 
was.teadand adopted. : 

Twetieth Section was adopted. 

wenty-first, a a twenty-third and twenty fourth 
Sections, with the amendments offerred by the Judiciary eom- 
mittee, amentiments adopted, and the Sections adopted. 

‘Twenty -tifth Section, <.dopted. 

On motion ef Mr. Willie, the vote on adopting the second. 
Section, was reconsidered. and 

Mr. Willie mowed to strike out.in the second Section “Aus- 
tin in Travis. county” and insert “Anderson,” in the coun- 
tyof Gimes, upon which the yeas and nays being called 
for, were taken, and resulted as follows: 

Nays—Messrs. Brown, Burroughs, Clark, Cronicay, Dickson, 
Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Irion, Keenen, 
McNeill, Miller, Milican, Muckleroy, Noble, Pattillo, Rayner, 
Savage, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Truit, and Willie— 
25. >- 

Nays—Mossre. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Cazneau, Cooke, 
Grams, Dupree Erath, Gooch, Howard, Hudson, Jones, Mabry, . 
McFarland, Mullins, Ogden, Pease, Perry, ‘Redgate, Ryburn, 
Smith of Rusk, Swift, Tankersly White and Williams—25. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Barry, ‘moved, a reconsideration of the vote just taken, 
on rejecting the amendment offerred by Mre McNiell. | 

_ Carried. 

‘Mr. Clark, moved a call of the House. 

Carried; and Sergearnt at arms dispatched for absentgnem-— 
bers 

i -motion of Mr. Willie, a further call was dispensed 
„wit 
_Mr. Jones moved that a a A ou 1 Mr. Perkins, 
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and receive his vote, on the adoption of the amendment offer- 
ried by Mr. McNeilf, 

Carried; and the Speaker’ appointed, Messrs. Jones, Gazneau 
and Milican said committee. j 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the same domet was appointed 
to wait on Mr. Durham, tø receive his vote on the same ques- 
tion. 

Mr, Tankersly moved to lay the bill and amendments oun 
the table, until to morrow 100 ‘clack. 

Question recurring on the TA of the amendment offer 
ed by Mr. McNeill to the second Section, upon which the yese 
and. nays being called resulted as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Barry, Brown Burroughs Charlton,. Clark, 
Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogd: ches, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Keen- 
an, McClarty, McNeill, Miller, Millican,. Muckleroy, Noble, 
Pattiilo, Rayner, Sadler, Savage Stowart Smith of Rusk, Sub- 
lett, Truitt and Willie—31. 

Na ys—Messrs. Speaker, Adams Cazneau, Cook, Cramp, 
Dupree, Erath, Gooch, Howard Hudson, Irino J ones, Mabry, 
McFarland, Mullins, Ogden, Pease, Perkins; Railey, Redgate, 
Russell, Ryburn , Smith of Harris, Swift, Foner “and 
White—27. 

So the amendment was adopted, and the second section Was 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. White, the bill passed te its third read- 
m 

Mr. Gillett, from the the committee oh Enrolled bills, mode 
the following report, pace was adopted: 


Coamirres Room, } 
May 4, 1846.. $ 


To the Honorable Speaker, 
of the House of Representatives: 


` Your committee on Enrolled bills, have- examined’ a: Joint 
Resolutiotion, for the relief of Charles B: Show; and find the 
same correctl y Enrolled, and after being:signed ‘by the Speak- 
er of the House, and Presdent of the Senate, and was. this day 
presented to His Excellency, oe Governor for his approv- 
al, - 

(Signed) f — JAMES S. GILLETT, 
i yoy. g 9 -.+ — “ One of the Comiitee.' 


A 
pra 
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Mr. Ogden introduced a Joint Resòlution, making ‘an appro- 
priation to enable the:Governor:to send out despatches for the 
better security ofthe eountry. 

Read a first time; and 

On motion of.Mr. Howard, Rule further-suspended. 

Bill, read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Pas farther suspended, Bill-read a third: time, and pass 
e 

A bill to establish a General Land Office fer the State of 
Texas, was taken up, arid 

On motion of Mr. Gooch, was mdde the special order of the 
day, for to-morrow, 26:o'cleck. 

Mr. Burroughs'Chaiyman of the committee on Enrolled bills, 


made the following report, «which was adopted. 


Yo the. Honorable‘ W.. H. -Bourland, 
«Speaker pf the Heuse of Representatives: : ` 


“The-committee on’ Enrolled bills have examined An ‘ast, fo 
to require the:County Treasurer of Paschal county to pey over 
all the moniescollected by him for county purposes, which re- 
mains in his:spossesion safter the said: county-of:Pasohal was 
declared unconstitutional, -also 

An act to apportion the liabilities of Houston, between said 


‘county and the county of Anderson - 


Also an act for the relief John Konner. i; 
Also an-actto authonize the Commissioner of the (General 


“Land Office to issue Patents to Joseph McGee. 


“Also an act;4o autheriso the Governor to ‘procure and have 
copied for the benefit ofthe several counties of the State, a 
full set -of weights and measures. 

Alse an act, requiring the county of N ewton to pay a por- 
tion of the debt of the county of Jasper. 

An act prescribing the. :duties-and power ofthe commis- 


‘sioners appointed to locate the county seats, of Panola and Up- 
-shur_ counties. 


An'act, to provide for raising a jury fund. . 
‘And find the same correctly enrolled, and being signed by 
the ‘Speaker of the House, and President of the Senate, were 


` this day presented to His Excellency the Governor, for his ap- 


proval,. -May 4th, 1846. - 
(Signed) JAMES M. BURROUGHS: 
oT Chairman. 
Mr. Russell, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report, which was adopted: 
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May 4, 1846, 
Zo the Honorable W. H. Bourland, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Enegrossed Bills have exanined the follow- 

ing bills, to wit = 

“A bill, to be entitled an act, to wind up, and close the busi- 
ness of the Treasury Department of the late Republic of Tex- 
as;” also 

A “Resolution that J. P. Henderson, Governor of the State of 
Texas, have leave and authorty, to take command, in: person 
alltroops raised and mustered into service, by order -of the 
General ‘Government. 

And find the some correctly engrossed. 

(Signed) A.J. RUSSELL, 
Chairman. 

The report of the committee on conference, on a bill to or- 
ganize County Courts;” 

Was read and adopted, , 

Mr. Gray; from tke the same committee, made the following 
counter report: i 

: : Committzx Room, 
. April 30, 1846, > 
To the Honorable Speaker, , i - 

of the House of Representatives: 

The undersigned, one the committee of conference, ‘on the 
part of the House, appointed to conferon the subject of disa- 
‘greement between the two Houses, in a bill to organize County 

‘Courts, asks leave to state he agrees fully in every recommen- 
dation ofthe committee, except in that which relates, to the 
‘County Courts, bringing Jurisdiction in Probate matters. To . 
the recommendation, that the House concur in the amendment 
of the Senate, which strikes out the Jurisdiction over Probate 
matters, the undersigned gives his assent because he -finds 
there is no hope that the Senate will recede, and thereby, the 
whole bill, which contains other important objects, will fail.— 
_ This assent, however, is given with the express view to insert 
in the bill, organizing Probate Court, a clause, that said Court — 

Shall consist of three or more Judges, and, under an intimea- 
tion that the Senate will concur in sucha provision. 

(Signed) _ , G “Pp. W. GRAY. 

A bill to authorize the issuing of Patents to assignees of good 
‘or genuine unconditional, Head Right Land certificates. 

Read a third time and -passed. 
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& substitute from the Senate;to a bill, to authorize the Coun- 
ty Surveyor of Liberty county, to furnish the County Surveyor 
ef Tyler county, with a mapof the surveyed landsof Tylercoun- 
ty. 

Was read and adopted. 

A bill requiring the Commissfener of the General Land Of-, 
Ace, to issue Patents, upon unconditional Head Right certif- 
eates for land, with amendmen s from the Cenate» 

The House concurred in the amendments. 

’ A bill, regulaing the office of County Treasury, with amend- 
ments from the Senate. 

The House concurred in the amendments. R 

A bill to authorize tne Secretary of Sʻate, to exchange Litera- 
ay works of this S-ate, for that of other countries; 

Was read a third time and passed. 

À bill, to provide for the election of officers of Dallas county. 

Read a thied time, and passed. 

A bill to loeate the seat of Justice of Leon county? 

Read a inird time, and. passed, 

Å bill to legatize the license, and practice of attorneys and 
eounsellors at law; 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to authorize Thomas Cox, to Hberate certain slaves; 

Was read a third time; and 

Yeas and nays were called for on the passage, stood 

Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, Barry, Brown, Clark, Cooke, Eron- 
iean, Echols, Eddy, Gilliam, Gooch, Keenan, McKlarty, Moc- 
Neill, Miller, Millican, Noble, Swift, Sublett and Truit—1&% 

Nays—-Messrs. Cazneau, Charlton, Dickson, Edwards of 
San Augustine, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Howard, Hudson, Irion, 
Jones, Mabry, McFarland, Muckleroy, Mullins, Pease Perry, 
Rayner Redgate, Russell,Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Smith of 
Harris, Smith of Rusk, Tankersly, White and Williams—28 

So the bill was rejected, 

__ Á bill tobe entitled, “An act, for the relief of Travis ©. 
Brooks ;” was taken up—together with the report, thereon, 
made by the select committee. 

Which report was read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr.Sublett,the bill was ordered to,be engrossed. 

A bill, te be entitled, “An act, to prevent‘ slaves from hiring 
their own time, or their ownersfrom hiring them to otherslaves, 
sree negroes or mulattoes;” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion the dill was passed tọ, a third: reading. 
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On motion of Mr. Eratb the House adjoured, until to-mor- 
row mormug 1g o'clock. i 


4 


Ciry or Austin, Turspay, 
May 5, 1846. 
9 o’CLOC, KA. M. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


The House met, the rolf was ealled, and the following menw- 
bers answsred to their names: 

Messis Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Cazneau, 
Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Crenican, Cfump, Dickson, Dupree, 
Durham, Echols, Ldwards ef San Augnstine, Eddy, Erath,. 
Gray, Gillet, Gilliam, Gooch, Hudson, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, 
McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Millican, Mnckleroy, Mullins, No- 
ble, Ogden, Pattillo, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, RusseH, 
Ryburn, Sadler,. Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
, Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Fruit, White, Williams and 
. Willie—53. 

A quorum being present the Journals of the preceding day 
were read and adopted. : l i 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the Judiciary committee, to whom 
was referred “A bill to secure the payment of fines imposed 
by the District courts of the State, made the following report 
which was read and laid on the table to come up among the 
orders of the day. : 


- Comarpres Rooy, 
May 4, 1846. 
To the Honorable, = 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: - 

The committee on the Judiciary, have considered’ a BiH, to 
be entitled, “An act, tosecure the payment of fines imposed by 
the District Court of the state;” and instruct me to report: 

That the provisions of said bill are good, they ‘believéd it 
will remedy, in a great. degree the defect heretofore existing 
ia our laws in consequonce of which many offenders have es- 
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caped the punishment Hue for their crimes. They instruct 
ime to recommend its, passege. 
fSigned] P.W GRAY. 
Chatrman, 
Mr. Tankersly, chiirman ofthe Finance committee, towhom 
was referred, “A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Amory, made 
‘the following report, which was read and laid on the table, te 
‘comeiup among the-orders:sf the:day. 


“Committee Room, 
‘May 5, 1846. > 
To.the Honorable 
Speaker-of the Housé*of Representatives: 


“Lhe-committee on Finance, having considered a Bill, to be 
-entitle “An act, for the rélief of Nathaniel Amory, ‘i instsuct 
me to report the Bill back to the House,‘ with the following 
‘amendment to the first section of the Bill, after the word Ac- 
‘count ‘in the “last line thereof: 

Provwen, ‘aso, That the Drafts which: may be -issued ‘by the 
‘Comptroller, according t6 the provisions of this act- shall be re- 
:ceivable.for Faxes and*tdues to the late Republic of - -Texas, and 
not otherwise. 

With which amendments-the committee‘recommend the'pas- 
‘sage of the Bill. 

[Signed] ‘BF. FANKERSLY, 

; a t Chairman. 
Mr, Clark made the following ‘réport: 


Lo tke Honorable W. H. Bourland,: 
Speaker of the House.of Repr esentatives: 


The committee on’ State Affairs; to-whith was referred, * An 
‘act, defining the duties of the County Commissioners of Rusk 


County,” have had the same under consideration, and believ- 


ing that the Law is unnecessarly herewith return the same te 
‘the House, and recommend it to be laid on the table” 
[Signed] z E. ‘CLARK, 
Chairman. 

Which. report was read and “dopted. 

Mr. Russell, chairman of the‘committee‘on Engrossed DNs 
reported, that he had examined “A bill for therelief of Trav- 
ås G. Brook,” and find the same correctly Engrossed. 

Which report was read and adopted. 

Mr. Wille, cheirman-of the-select committee, to whem was 
‘referred a Joint Resclution, for the relief of Tho’sH. J ohnson 


my 


~ 
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and James Welb, made the following réport,- which was read, 
and laid 6m the table, to eome.up among the orders of the day. 


: Comuirres Room; 
Sa o -© May 4p1846. * 


‘Yo the Honorable W.H. Bourland, 
Speaker of the- House of Representatives: 

A Majority of the select ‘committee, to whom a Joint Reso- 
lution for’ the relief of Tho’s Johnson and James Welb was 
referred,-ask leave to‘report: That they are satisfied that the 
‘séfvices, in consideration of which the relief is asked, have 
been renewed; and that the claim is equitable ‘and just. The 
President ofthe Republic of Texas,in conformity with the Gen- 
eral, Land -law of the 14th December eighteen hundred and 
thirty seven, employed Thomas Johnson, who was authorized, 
to employ other counsel to defend certain Empersario suits. 
pending in the county of Washington, which involved an im- 
mense amount of the Public Domain, and.absobutely required 
attention, in order that the interest-ef the Republic should not 
suffer. It appears from the certificateef the Clerk of the Dis- 
trict Court, of that County, and from other proof before the 
Committee, that the suit mentioned in the Joint Resolution 
was defended by Messrs. Johnson :and Welb, as counsel for the 
Republic, and as the suit .was brought upon a claim for one 
hundred Leagues of ‘Land, they«eenceive that the charge of 
Five Hundred -Dollars is reasonable. l 

Your committee, in-view ef the Finances -of the -State, and 
believing that it is not prudent to make any appropriations, ex- 
cept such as are necessary to keep the Government in operas 
tion, offer a substitute for the second section of the Joint Reso- 
lution,which accompanies this report, and, with this amendment, 
they reeommend thespassage-of the Resolution. 

[Signed] i J. WILLIE, 

; Chairman 

Mr. Mabry intreduced a Bill, supplementary to An act, to 
provide for-the election of Representatives te-Congress of the 
United -T'tates. ' 

Read a first time. 

Mr. “Mabry moved to suspend the mile, andread the Bill æ 
second time. . ` 

Lost. en er mo, 

Mr. Howard moved, to take up a Resolution. anthorizing 
the epening of negetiations for the cession of the Publie Do- 
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mains to the Govermmnent of the United States, subiect to ths 
ratification of the people of the. State; also. ko 

A Bill, to ascertain and establish the Public Debt of the 
State of Texas, amd. 

A Bill to orgamize an Auditorial Board. 

Mr. Smith of Rusk, moved a call of the House. 

Carried. i 

f Message was received from the Senate, informing, the 
House that they have passed a Joint Resolution, making 8p- 
propriation, to-enable the Governor to send despatches, for the 
better security of the country, also, 

Had-adopted the substitute of the House, to-a-Bill, to repeat 
the fourth section of an act, to provide for the sonsideration 
and funding of the Public Debt, also. 

tad concurred in the amendments of the House tothe: Bill 
defining the duties of Secretary of State, and had adopted the 
report of the committee of conference, on a Bill, to define the 
manner of running County lines; and. 

Had passed’ by a constitutional majority, a Bill, to’ incopo-~ 
rate the Colorado mining company. o ; 
+ Mr. Dupree moved Mr. McClarty be excused from the esll 
of the House. Carried, 

And On motien of Mr. Dupree, the call of the House was 
suspended. 

Question; on faking up the resolution, was taken and lost by 
the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brown, Cazneau, Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
Gooch, Howard,. Jones, Mabry, Muckleroy, Noble, Ogden, Pat- 
tillo, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Savage, Swift, Truit, White, and 
Williams—19, . 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Burroughs, Charlton, 
Clark, Cooke, Cronican; Crump, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, 
Echols, Sdwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillet, 
Gilliam, Hudson, Irion, Keenan, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, 
Millican, Mullins, Perry,Russel!l, Ryburn, Sadler, Stewart, Smith 
of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Tankersly, and Willie—37. 

Question, on taking up the bill, to ascertain: and establish 
the public debt, and place it among the orders of the day, was 
taken and carried, by the following vote: ` 

Y¥sas—Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Cazneau, 
Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Crump, Dickson, Durham, Edwards 
of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, 
Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Jones; Mabry, McFarland, 
Miucklerey, Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Perry, Rawer, Redgate, 
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Russell, ‘Savage, Stewart, Swift, Truit, White, Williams, and 
Willie—-37. 

Nuys—Messrs. Adams, Charlton, Dupree, Echols, Gillet, . 
Hudson, Irion, Keenan, MeNeill, Miller, vtilican, Railey, Ry- 
burn, Sadler, Smith of Harris, ‘Smith of -Rusk, Sublett, and 
Tankersly—18. 

Question, on taking up the bill to organize an Auditorial 
Board, was taken and ‘Jost. 

A bill, to establish a General Land Office, made the special 
order of’ the. day forten o'clock, was taken up, with the amend- 
ments proposed by the committee on the General Land Office. 

Mr. Stewart moved a call of the House. Carried, 

Mr. Dupree moved to suspend the call ofthe House. Carried. - 

Question, on the adoption of the first amendment of the 
committee, was taken and earried, by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brown, Clark, Cronican, Echols, Edwards of 
Nacogdeches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, 
Howard, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Miller, Miliean, Muckleroy, Og- 
den,. Pattillo, Redgate, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Har- 
ris, ‘Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, White, 
Williams, and Willie—31. A 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Burroughs, Cazneau, 
Charlton, Cooke, Cronican, Crump, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, 
Gillet, Gilliam, Gooch, Hudson, Mabry, McFarland, McNeill, 
Mullins, Noble, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Russell, and Ryburn—25, 

Question, on the adoption of the seċond and third amend- 
ments, was taken and carried. 

Mr, Stewart offered the following, as an adio section: 

It shall be the duty of the Commissioner, to issue copies of 
all Deeds and other-instruments of writing: of record in his 
office; and fer -all such copies, he shall charge, for the use of 
the State, fifteen cents for every one hundred.words, and fifty 
cents for attaching: thereto thé seal of the General Land Office. 

Mr. Ogden raoved to strike out, in the amendment, “fifteen 


cents,” and insert “eight cents.” 

Carried, .. 

Mr. Dupree, ‘moved to amend the amendment, by striking 
out.all, after the words, “copies,” and. insert, “deliver at the 
oS of any applicant, free of any charge.” 

ost, — . 

. Question, en the adoption : of the. additional section, was ta- 
ken and carried. 

Mr. Edwards.of Nacogdoches moved to amend by inserting 
the words, “That no copy of a Title shall issue from the Gen- 
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era! Land Office, without.an order from the Secretary of state, 
which order shall.be filed in the office, as a Document of Qe- 
cord, and shall.express the origmal granted of said .ditie.* 

Lost. l 

. Question; onthe addoption-of the additional’ section, offend. 
by the Committee, -was.taken:and carried: | 

Mr. Twift, moved:toamend, by inserting, after the word ‘pro. 
vide.. that these shall be a convenient member of Deputy, Sur. 
yeyors, appropriated for eaeh Surveyors. District. 

Mr: Stewart moved to amend the amendment, by’ inserting 
“whose District.shall be so well defined to them, that those, 
will not eccur,conflictsin the Surveyors made by.either Depus 
ty,” carried. , 

Question, or- thé: adoption of Ms; Swift” “amendment; as 
anhexed, was-takén and carried. 

Mr. Williams moved to amend by inserting, “the county of 
Nueces.stiall be a seperate land Distridt, . 

Lost.. l i 

Andbill passed to a-third reading. - 

Mr. Ogden moved to take up the orders of the day, carried. 

Mr. Willie moved to take up a Bill, relative to appeals to the 
Supreme Oourt. E 

Lost. 

A-Billto wind up and clear thé-business of: the, Treasury 
Department, of the late Républie of Texas, was. taken up 
read @.third time and.-passed. ° ' 

Mr. Tankersly introduced a Bill, to authorize» the: Governor, 
of the State, to appoint commissioners to examine.into, and're- 
ceive all books, papers, vouches, and property,. belonging to 
and about the custom House of the late Republicrof Texas.. 

Read‘a fitst-time—Rtde suspendéd—Bill read a seeond'time 
and referred’'to the Cmmitteeon Finance.: - ~- 

A Bill. for-the relief of Thomas Anderson. 
read a first time—Rulé suspendéd—Bill read a second time; 
and referred to a select Commit,tee. composed of Messrs. Swift. 
Hrath, and McNeill. - oO ; 
: A Joint Resolution authorizing the Governor; to take com- 
+ mand in person, of the forces mustered’ into service, by. order 
. of the United States Government—was.'taken up—Read.a 

third time and passed. . f i 

Mr. Stewart moved a committee of conference -be-appoint-. 
ed, on a Bill,to provide for the removalef ‘administrations from 
old to new Counties, ; l 

Carried. 


oe 
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The Chair. appointed! Messrs, Stewart, Gass Eddy,, and 


Swift, said’ Committee. 

A.Bill, taincorporate-tie Town of Crockett, with theamend- 
ments.of the Judiciary committee, was taken up, and First, 
amendment adopted: 

Mr. Irion moyed:to lay the Bill and amendments on the ta- 
Ble. 

Lost. 

Question, on. the: adoption of the second, third} fourth, and 
fifth amendments was: taken and carried—and Bill' ordered to 
be Engrossed. 

Mr. Sadler moved to suspend! thé Rule.—carried; and Bill 
Read,a third time and passed.  ' : 

Mr. Tankersly-moyed to take. “ap; the,Bill, to provide for the 
collection of Taxas due and owing to the late. Republic of 
Texas.” 

Also.“A Bill, to provide for the assessment and'colfection of 
Taxes for the year eighteen hundred and toriy six, 

Carried.. 

Bill read a third:time—and ordered to be Engrossed. i 

Mr.. Dickson, mọyed.to take up the General, Appropriation . 
Bill. 

Lost:. 

Mr. White moved thatthe House adjourn, until half past: 
two o'clock. Carried. 


‘ HALF PAST. TWO o’ CLOCK, P. NM. 


House met, roll called; and the. following, members answer 
ed to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry,, Brown, Clark, Charlton 
Cronican, Crump, Dickson,’ Dupree;, Echols, Edwards of Na- 
cogdoehes, Gray, Gillet, Gilliam, -Gaoch, Howard, Irion, Jones, 
Keenan, Mabry., ‘McFarland, McN eill, Miller, Miilican, Muck- 
leroy, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, 
Sadler, Savage, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk,, Swift, Sub- 
lett, Tankersly, Truit, White, Williams ‘and Willie—45. 

Quorum present; and the House proceded.so business. 

A, Bill, requiring the. County of Titus to pay a portion,of the 
Debt ‘of Red River county, with amendments offered by the 
Committee on State affairs, amendment adopted and Bill pass- 
ed to its third reading, and | 


* 
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Qr motien of Mr. Barry, Rule suspended, Bill read 2 third 
time.and passed. l , 

A Bill, maxing appropriations for the support of the Goy- 
ernment, for the years eighteen hundred and forty-six and 
eighteen hundred and forty seven, was taken up. 

Mr Dickson. moved that the House resolve itself into a 
committee of the whele, oa said Bill, Lost. i 

On motion, the Bill, was read 

First and srcend Items were read and adopted. 

Third Item was read, and on motion of Mr. Howard, the 
Blank was filled with seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

Fourth Item was read and adopted. 

Fifth Item was read, and Mr. Willie moved to amend the 
game by striking eut the words one thousand dollars, upon 
which the yeas and nays were called, and resuitted: yeas 22, 
nays 27 as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Cazneau, Clark, Crump, 
Dupree, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, McClarty, McNeill, 
Ogden, Perkins, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Swift, Tan- 
kersly, Williams, and Willie. 5 

Nays—Messrs. Barry, Rrown, Charlton, Cronican, Dickson, 
Echols, Edwards, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Keenan, Mabry, Me- 
Farland, Miller, Millican, Muckleroy, Mallins, Pattillo, Perry, 
Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Sinith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Sub- 
lett, Truit, and White. . i 

So the motion, to strike out, was lost. 
_ Oa motion of Mr. Sublett,, a call of the House was made 
and the Sergent at arms despatched after absertee. 

Qn motion of Mr. Irion, a further call was disposed with. 

Mr: Willie moved to strike out the words, “One Thousand,” 
andinsert, “Twelve Hundred Dollars,” in fifth Item, upon whick 
the yeas and nays were called, and stood yeas 24 nays 33, as 
follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker Adams, Cazneau Clark, Crump, Du- 

ree, Durham, Gillett, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, 

cClarty, McNeill, Ogden, Perkins, Rayner, Smith of- Harris, . 
Swift, Tankersly, Williams and Willie. : 

Nays—Messrs. Barry, Brown, Burrouges, Charlton, Cook, 
Cronican, Dickson, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Mabry, Mc- 
Farland, Miller, Millican, Muckleroy, Mullins, Nobte, Pattillo, 
perry, Redgate, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of 
Rusk, Sublett, Truit, White. > l P 

So the amendment was rejected. l 


s 
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On motion of Mr. Echols, the fifth amendment was adopted. 
The sixth Item was read, and Mr. Willie movëd to strike 
the same out, upon which the yeas and nays were called, and 
stood thus; . f aS rn 
Yeas—Messrs. Barry, Burroughs, Charlton, Cooke, Crump, 
Dupree, Edwards of. San Augustine, Gilliam, Gooch, Mabry, 
“McFarland, Miller, Millican, Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble: Per- 
kins, Railey, Russell, Switt, Sublett, Tankersly, White, Wil- 
liams and Willie—29. 2... 
Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Brown, Cazneau, Clark, 
Cronican, Dickson, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Eddy, 
Erath, Gray, Gillett, Howard, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McFar- 
land, McNeill, Ogden, Pattillo, Perry, Rayner, Redgate Sadler, 
Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, and Truit 
—30, p . 
- Motion to strike out, lost. ` ao 
Mr. Howard moved to amend the sixth Item as follows: 

_ If the Secretary, discharge all the duties of the office, he 
‘shall be entitled to draw the amount appropriated for clerk’s 
hire.” Rejected. ek oe 

Question, recurring on the adoption of the sixth Item, was 
read and carried. a re 
Seventh ltem was read, and on motion of Mr.Miller,the word 
“five” was striken out, and “three” inserted, and Item adopted. 
* Eighth Item was read,’ and Mr. Barry, moved to strike out 
~ “twelve hundred” and ingert “one thousand,” which was carri- 
ed by the following vote: _ ; 7 
eas—Messrs, Barry, Burroughs Chariton, Cooke Di n, 
Dupree, Durham, Echols, Gray{Gilliam, Gooch, Howard Irion, 
Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, Miller, Millican Muckleroy, Mul- 
lins Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Perry, usse., of 
‘Rusk, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, White and 
= Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adamş Brown, Cazneau, Clark, 
Cronican, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augus- 
tine, Eddy, Erath, Gillett, Hudson, Jones, McFarland, McNeill, 
Perkins, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Savage, Stewart, Smith of 
Harris, and Swift—25. ` ` sy ek 
Ninth item was read, and on motion of Mr. Willie, “two” 
was stricken out and “one” inserted. + l 
Mr Dupree moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken, 
on e — of Mr. Miller’s amendment tothe ninth Item. 
-an . “ f l s 
The question recurring, on the adoption ` of the amendment 
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; ag. put. and rejected, and the. ninth. 
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oiferred by Mr, Miller, was 
om adopted. pe paket oo ~ LIE 
Tepti ani’ éleventh’ items Were read, snd adoj ied as 
My, Echols rived to’ ainétid the’ twélftll ‘Ítem; By ‘striking 
out “ope hundred” and inserting “one ‚hundred. and tts? Care 
rieg” wad. Iter? aS’amended, adop ted! pect 
f yi Stewart’ offered: to agd the iren item; as fol- 
lows: f 
-aA gy Adjutant Genera! and for the! ‘losing i up thes ae of 
the late war and marine Department, otie thousand ‘dollars 
annually.” "Adopted: ‘and “ ote be 
s “Thirteenth Jfem; ‘as amended; Laoptads - a. 
‘Fourteenth Terr wagtedd, and, Mr?’ Obizneau’ haved to strike 
out “three” ‘and, pusert “tive” ‘Lost, and fourteenth Trem adopt- 
ed.” * A PaE op Pant f 
Mr. Sus oe to siik out, in fifteenth Item the. words 
“one hundred and fifty,” and insert “twelye h hundred, a Lost, and 
sItenr adopted, Fearn aoe : 
“Mr, Ctiatltou moved to sirike out? si ‘sixteenth ] Tiem, ‘the. Words, 
“nine hüúbdred? and insert “eight hundted”’ which, amendment, 
was lost by the following vate: .. 
~ Peas—Messrs. Barry ‘Charlton, Cooke, Dickson Dupree; Gil- 
liam, Gooch, Miller, Muckleroy, Molla, Noble. Pe erry, Russell, 
So of Rusk, “and Sablet t5, E, : 
Nags UNTessrs.” Speaker, _Adzms, Brown, Cazneau, Clark, 
Oroni¢an, ‘Echöls, Edwards of Nacogdoches, “Tiddy, Erath ‘Gray, 
Gilet, Howard, Wadson: ‘Jones, Me¥arlarid, MoNeill, Millican, 
Ogden, Pattillo. Rayner, R dgate, pakan, Sadler, Savage Stew- 
art, Smith ‘of Harts, Swift t, Tank versly: Fruit, White, Williams 
and d Willid43.. meg ere 
-Sixt cetli Itenh agòpted. ` 
Seventeenth Item Was, vail ah Mr. Eddy. nea to ‘strike 
out “nine hundred” anid iigert ' ‘one ‘thousand. ae ta 
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= Amiendinent rejected: ‘and. item adopted: `, coe eed ao 
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Nays—Messrs. Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Cooke, 
" Dickson, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, ‘Gray,’ Gilliam, Mil- 
_ liean, Muckleroy, Mullits, Noble, Perry, Russell, Ryburn, : Sad- . 
~ ler, Smith of Harris, Smith“ of Rusk, ànd 'Subleti—21 - i 
The nineteenth Jtem adopted, as amended. so. 


La 
ems 


(Twentieth and Maa teins, were: ‘read: and’ adopted. 


amg 
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ees 


out: “four” and insert “five.” A oie and Item $ was adopted. 
Twenty-third Item was read, and adopted. i a. 
Mr. Swiftiotfered an additional Item, as foHows:, _’ 
eo postagé of the Genéral: Land Offiée sees hundred dollars. 
Adopted: - ee. 
Me Stewart: ‘offerred ¢ an. additional Item, ‘as follows : : 
‘For building an additional room to’ land office, one thou- - 
_ 4nd. dollars; or. so much, thereof fagemay, be necessary for the - 
` purpose. re a 
Rejected... .., : ee Noe ade. 
MÈ Miller- offered, to amend: ‘the werity-third Ttem, ‘as, ad-- 
ditional, to wit? 
_. For-repairing Land, office, five hundred, aa Adopted. 
Mr. McNeill fferred a substitite-for the amendinent to twen>- 
' ty-third, Item, whieh 1 reads: er i ee 
_ For putting an addition . to; and recovering General Land 
Office, one thousand, five hundred dollars, which was rejected. 
-Ma, Edwards of Nacogdoches, offerred-to amend as folléws: 


-; For-county ‘maps, annually twa ‘thousaxid five hundred dol- 


_ laps. Rejected.. i x 

Also, foy connecting, surveys ‘and’ county nee annually 
five hundred dollars, - - ‘Adopted. - 

Me, Miller. offered to ament- twenty third item, as follows: 

- For four ‘Draftsmen to visit those counties, „whose maps are 
imperfect, and make out perfect maps, “three hundred dollars. 

‘Mr. Svaift offered to amend -the amendment, offered by Mr. 
Miller, as-folliws: = 

For protraeting District maps, one thọusond dollars,.. whibh. 


_ Was adoptedsandt the.question being putr on “Mr. Miller’ s amend- 


ment was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Sublett. the pwenty-fonrth and; ‘twenty- 
“Alth items were stircken‘ out. 

, Twenty-sixth Items: read ande on “anotion‘of Mr. ‘Howard, 
tone. thousand” “Was Strick en, out and. Sone thousand, ‘five _hun- 
dred” inserted by a voteof: 30. yeas. and. 17 nays, 3 ‘as. followes:. 

Nays->Messrs.: Speaker,. Adams, ( Cazneau, Cronican, Du- 


ey ee, Dush am, Edwards of N Acogdoches, “Edwards ‘of San. Au- 


go awed E irek p 
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gustine, Erath, Gray, Gillet, Howard, Hudson, Irion, J ones, 
McClarty, Millican, Noble, Ogden, Patftillo, Railey, ‘Rayner, 
Redgate, Russell, Sadler, Stewart, Swift, Sublett, White, and 
Willie—30 “ AEN 
Nays--Messrs. Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Cooke, Dickson, 
Echols, Gooch, Mabry, McFarland McNeill, Miller, Muckle- 
roy, Perry, Ryburn, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Truit, and 
Williams—17. oe l 
And twenty-sixth Item as amended, was adoped. `, 
T e and twenty-eighth. Items, were read and 
adopted.. l l 
Twenty-ninth Item was read andon motion of Mr. ‘Willie, 
“two hundred and fifty” was stricken out, and “three hundred” 
inserted, and twenty-ninth Item adepted. . 
The thirtieth to the thirty-eighth Items inclusive, were sever- 
ally read and adopted. 4 
The twenty-ninth Item was read, and on motion of Mr. 
Willie, the word “four” was stricken out and “five” insertedgby 
the following vote: . i g 
Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, Adams, Cazneau, Clark, Cronican, 
Dupree, Durham, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San 
Augustine, Erath, Gillet, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Hudson, 
Trion, Jones, McClarty, HcNeill, Ogden, Rayner, Ryburn, Stew- 
art, Swift, Tankersly, Williams and Willie—27. 
Ways—Messrs. Barry, Brown, Charlton, Cook, Dicksou, Ech- 
ols, Gray, Mabry, McFarland, Miller, Millican, Muckleroy, No- 
ble, Pattillo, Perry, Redgate Russell, Sadler, Savage, Smith of: 
Harris, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Fruit and White—24. : 
Fortieth item was read, and Mr. Bourland moved to strike 
out the words “three hundred” and insert, “for. salary of Chief 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, eight hundred dollars.” 
Mr. Swift offered ts amend the amendment offered by Mr. 
Bourland, by inserting “for biennial salary,” which was adopt- 
ed; and = 3 
The fortieth item was adopted. 
Forty-first to the forty-third items were severally read and 
adopted. 
A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of 
“A Bill to suspend the further introduction of emigrants 
into the Colonies under contracts made with the President of 
the late Republic of Texas;” also, l i 
“<4 Bill appropriating an office to the clerk of the Supreme 
Court;” also, —— as amg 
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“A Joint Resolution requiring the Governor to appoint Field. 
and Staff officers of the volunteer army of the State of Tèxas.” 

Mr. Gillet, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report, which was adopted :. 
Committex Room, } 
May 5th, 1846. 
To the Honorable Speaker | . 

of the House of Representatives: 

Your committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined a Joint 
Resolution making appropriation to enable. the Governor to 
send out despatches for the better defence of the country; also, 
an act requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue patents in the name and by the authority of the State 
of Texas, and find the same correctly enrolled, and after being 
signed. by the Speaker of the House, and President of the Sen- 
ate, was this day presented to His Excellency the Governor for 
his approval. 

[Signed] JAMES.S. GILLET, 
One of the Committee. 


On motion of Mr. Tankersly, the House adjourned until half 
past seven o'clock. 


HALF PASF SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met, roll called, and the following members answer- 
ed to their names ; l 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Charlton, Clark, Cronican, 
Crump, Dickson, Dupree, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Gillet, Gilliam, Gooch, 
Irion, Mabry, McFarland, ‘McNeill, Miller,’ Millican, Muckle- 
roy, Noble, -Pattillo, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Russell, Ryburn, 
Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, 
Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, and Whillie. - 

No quorum present. 
_ Mr. Echols moved the House adjourn until to-morrow morn» 
ing, half past eight o'clock.. E a 

ost. D 
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Mr. Willie moved the House adjourn,’ ‘until tomorrow, eight 
o'clock.. ENE E A phere eee ee 
Lost. 5 ee ot e de 3j e is 7 . # = : PPEP P y t ogy g : 
Mr. Millican moved the House aane] té‘inorrow.mor- 
ning, half past, eight o'clock. 
Mr. Charlton moved that the House adjourn until -to-morrow 
morning, half past eight o’clock. 


i 
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Motion lost. aa we SB e. 

Mr. Gillet moved that a call of thé: House ‘be nades WA. u 

Whi¢h-motion.was carried," Fic les 

On motion of Mr. Truit; the farther, eall of- the House was 
gsuspended.:* zr abp ecs 3; a , 

Mr. Tiuit then moved that the Housecandjourn antik half- : 
past eight o°¢lock, to-morrow. morning. . © ` Co, nT A 

Which motion: was eee: 2 ac a aana i 
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"TIOUSE ‘OF “REPRESENTATIVES, ; 
CrTY or Acstin, WEDNESDAY. 
, May 6th, 1846. 


Housé meét; roll catléd; and the fdllowing members answered 
to their, names: 

Messrs. Speaker, “Barry, Brown, ‘Chariton, Cooke, Cromi- 
ean, Dickson, . Dupree, „ Durham, Echéls; Edwards., of ` Na- 
cogdoches, Raddy; Erath, Gray, Gillet. Gilliam, Irion, ‘Keenan, 
Mabry, McFarland, McNeil, Miller, “Muckleroy, Mullins, No- 
ble, Perkins, Perry, Railey\Raynerj Redgate, Ryburn, Savage, 
Sadler, Stewart, ‘Smith of Rusk; «Swift, Sublert, Pankersly, 
Truit, White, “Wiliams, and Willie.” `> 

uorum  present—Journals of the. preceding day read oe 
adopted. 
(r Gray, Chairman of the Judiciary committee,: to. whom 
was referred “A Bill to define the time of holding the District _ 
Courts,” made the following report, which was read and laid 
cn the table to come up among the orders of the day: 


a 
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Committers Room, 
May 4th, 1846. >}, 
stays fuka siss es as La Ret ae ant R S 


To the HonorableSpegker.of the. ko wees wA 
House of. Representatives: ; aoe aes 


LE Gad By pee esp Eg Meee go OGD 
- The committee on. the Judiciary; haws considered! a-bill; fto 
be entitled,“An;acéto.define-the:time-of: hdldingithe Courts! 
the seyeral: Judicial Districts!i“‘of- the- Staterofi Texas}? and 
have; ‘agreed. ‘to-séveral; ‘amendments: pherety anneke swith 
whieli they.zecdmmend:'its : passage. rekon lb ag 
- DSigned]u ee EE ee E icali iP Wi GRAY: aoe 
g ae 
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"Mr, Clark made the following réport, which was read. arid 
sana: ane So ene: ibe eG 
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See ae 


COMMITTEE Room, A 
e oy. waea Maytdth; .1846. . : 

To the Long: able ee H. Bouland, PE bis 

Speaker Ff the, House ce Represented” ~ ye. 28 


petition’ of Jim SHEW, d Delaire" aii ie the'same 
under consider ation; and: withéut feicominietiding: ’ aiiy partien- 
lar: or definite’ course fin'tdlation theyéto, ‘instruct ine” to refurn 
the samie’to the ‘Housé for its action. Saine of the’ cominittee 
‘are of the gpinion, that the passage of a law for the- wrpose, , 
is not nécessury,'i in order for the petitioner to acqiiiré the rights 
and' privileges whith'he asks. The committee believe that if 
in any casetit would be -prudent:to ‘grant: .thé imemunities're- 
quired by, the petitioner, that this in, considératign ş of, the servi-’ 
ces rendered by the-said Shaw tothe, country,is O76. It regard 
to the second request ‘of the petitioner, the committee think,that, 
if under-the.terms.of annexation, we haye a, right; to dispose of 
the public domain for any other purpose than „that meritioned 
in the Joint Resolution for „annexing. Texas ‘to, the- United 
States, it would be, impropẹr to: do so at-thistimect!:¥7 vif 
‘Believing that the petitioner justly merits, thevesteem, and 
kind attention of the people of Texas, the nemmitiee f request, 
ror his perron; the pourteons consideration ofthe Huge...” 
: ‘3 3 Bee F Ta Aye? ii hipi” at tigen di; CLARK, ° 


` ieat [S g tas “a tpu fig opt Šer ye a Ghairman. 


Mr. Keenan made the following Teport," WHK Was re and 
‘adopted: hae? Bu : a’; FG Org ggitgee ze eigi eil; 
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Committers Room, 
May Sth, 1846. 


To the Honorable Wm. H. Bourland, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Education, have considered a bill entitled 
“An act to appoint David Ray a trustee for Rusk County 
Academy, and to fix the number necessary to constitute a 
quorum,” and would respectfully report that the law passed 
at the ninth session of the Congress of the Republic of Texas, 
_ provided as fully as is necessary for the appointment of trus- 
. tees to said Instititution, and for the number constituting a 
quorum to do business. They would therefore recommend 
the bill to be laid on the table, aud ask to be discharged from 
the further consideration of it. 

[Signed] C. G. KEENAN, 


Chairman. 
Mr. Erath made the following report: s g 


To the Honorable Wm. H. Bourland, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : , 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill to define 
more definitely the Western boundary of Milam county, have 
had the same under consideration, and unanimously instruct 
me to report the same back to,the House, and recommend its 
passage. TORE 
[Signed] G. B. ERATH, 

, , Chairman. 

Which report was read and-adopted. 


Mr. Erath moved to take up the bill, to define more definite- 
ly the Western boundary of Millam county. D 

Carried. E S ; 

Bill read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Rule suspended; 

Bill read a third time and passed, ' 

Mr. Willie introduced “A Joint Resolution for the relief of 
Augustus Williams. . 

Read a first time. -~ 

Mr. Willie moved to suspend the rule. Lost. - 

Mr. Gray introduced a Joint Resolution, fixing the mileage 
and per diem pay of members of the Legislature. 

Read a first time. os ne : 
Rule suspended—Bill read a second time. 
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Mr. Pattillo moved to insert “and the officers of the Legis- 
lature shall receive the same per diem pay as members.” 
Mr. Willie moved to strike out ‘all after the word “receive,” 

and insert “shall receive five dollars per day.” l 

Mr. Mabry moved to lay theamendment on the table. - 

Carried. 

Mr. Sublett moved the bill be engrossed. 
Mr. Willie moved to amend by inserting, “shall-receive five 
dollars per day for the first forty days, and two dollars for the 

balance of the session.” Lost. - 

Mr. Sublett moved the previous question, which was the en- 
grossment of the bill. - . 

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Rule suspended—bill read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Swift, Chairman of the Select Committee, to whom was 
referred, a bill to for relief of Thomas Anderson, reported the 
same back to the House, and recommended its passage. 

Report read and laid on the table to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. 

Mr. Howard moved to take up a joint resolution authorizing 
the Governor to make certain appointments in the army. 

Lost. . 

Mr. Dickson moved to take 1 up the . 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Carried. 

A bill making appropritions for support of the Government 
for the years 1846 and 1847, was taken up. 

Mr. Sadler moved to strike out “ten thousand dollars for the 
erection of a Penitentiary.” 

The yeas and nays being called, stood: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Cazneau, Cronican, 
Krath, Gray, Howard, Irion, Noble: (Ogden, Perkins, Sadler, 
Stewart, Smith of Rusk, and Williams—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, Dickson, 
Durkam, “chols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San 
Augustine, Eddy Gillit, Gilliam, Gooch, Keenan, Mabry, Mc- 
Farland, MoNeill, Miller, Muckleroy, Mullins, Pattillo, Perry, 
Rayner, Railey, Redgate, Russell, Savage, Smith of Harris, 
Swift, Sublett; Tankersley, Truit and White—33. 

Question to 'strike out lost 

Mr. Williams moved to strike out “ten thousand, dollars,” 
and insert “one thousand dollars.”. Lost.’ 


* 


ae 
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Mr. Ogden moyed to. All the plank’ with ‘eye ‘thousant two 
hundred dollars” as comripensation ¢ of ‘officers under: the Ea 
lic: Lost. © 7° 

Mr. Gooch moved’ to strike’ oùt, ‘the words “or otherwise.” — 
Carried ' 


Mr. Echols moved -to fill the blank with “one thousand dc 


lars.” Carried. rf `. 
Mr. Stewart? ‘moved, fo insert one hundred dollars for pay of 
copying the'laws, &c. Tost. - E Py 


Gooch moved to strike the: item for § Ser ving of land serip. 
ost. 7 
Mr. McFarland moved to strike out “five ‘hnfdred dollars as 
part pay for services for G. W. Terral, ; Pe ae bss 
Lost. : ” 
Mr, MeÑ eil moved, ‘to insert, e “his wort “clerks,” the 


words “contifted in sérvice since. the ninth,day. of F ebr unary. 
last.” ; + ot ; 


w e 
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` Carried. 

Mr. Pattillọ moved to insert the words, “thig,ét ‘shall take 
effect from and.after its passage.” SE? ones aa 

Carried. Be Be $ 

Mr. Gooch moved to strike out “one thousand dollars,” as 
eompensation for projecting maps and marking county lines,” 
and insert “three thousand dollars.” era 

Lost, A 

ír. Mabry moved to strike out “three hundred dollars” for 
postage | for thetG eneral Land Office; and insert, “one hundred 
dollars.” 8% 

Mr. Durham moved to lay. the amendment, on the table. 

Carried. 

Mr. Miller meved to amend,: by ae iking out'*fone thousand 
dollars” and inserting ‘Yor. fony. draftsmen to, Visit those coun- 
tics whoše maps-are. UNPERIER and "make oyi eee maps, 
three thousand dollars.” . : 

Mr. White called for a`divisioh a the quéstidn. 

Question on ‘sthiking: out, was taken’ and Jest, | 

Mr, Miller offered a , substitute for the amendment —"fi Or pay 
of draftsmen to visit those counties whos Maps are incom- 
plete, and in conjunction witk the Coynty | urveyors rake out 
correct maps under the direction of epee oni onet of the 
a al Land Office; two thousand doHars.”« | 

20st. 7 

Mr, Dickson called for the previous question., E 

arried. 


2% 
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uėésťtion'ó ite engrossimenit of the Bill was taken arid ‘car: | 

ried. r 

Mr., Sadler moved to suspend the. rule. ae p 
, Carried. 

Bill read a third, time by 3 its” “caption, arid’ passed by’ the fol- , 
lowing vote: “°” e 

Yeas—Messrs. Barry, Brown, Clark, Crotiican, Dickson; Dur- 
ham, Echols, “Edwards of Nacögdochesi "Edwards óf: San, 
Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillet, Toward, Jories, Keenan, 
Mabry, McFarland, McNeill, Miler, Muckleroy, Ogden, Paiti. 
lo, Rayrer, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, , Stewart, Swift, Sublett, 
Tankersly, Truit, White and Williams—34. 

Ngys—Messrs. ‘Speaker, Adams,:Cazneah, Charlton, Dupree,’ 
Gilliam,/Godeh, ‘Trion, ‘Mullins, Noble, P erkins, Perry, Red; , 
gate, Ryburs,. ‘Smith’ ‘of Hairis, Smith’ ‘of. Rusk and: Wil lie ` 


Mr. Stewart, asked, and obtained. ‘Teave. oÈ the House . to” 
change his vote on the appro priation. for the erection of a Peni- 


tentiary. os 


A bill, to suspend the further. introduction of emigrants into 


the: colonies,,made under contract with ‘the ‘President of: the 


late Republic of T exas, was taken apr end 
Read a first time.. pee. ; 


t . A os 
bt E i ro 4 ea r s E as è . mi 


Rule Suspended. a he ee Te es TE 

Read asecond time; and ` oe 

‘On motion of Mr; Brown, reférredié ioie Ji udiéiery commit- * 
tee. ; 

‘A Joint Regoliation anther izing | the’ Governor to appoint the 
Field and Staff Officers of the Y oluntéers; raised ‘hy a of ` 
the late proclamation. of the Governor, was taken up, . 

Read a first time, og 

Question on passing the Resolution a a “third reailing, was, 
taken and lost, .by.-the . following YOKE! . y 

Yeas—Messrs, Cazneau,. Durham Bdivards’ of ca Augus- 
tine, Eddy, Howard, ‘Hudson, ‘Jones, McNeill Ogden, Perkins, 
Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Savage, pxifh, "White, and Will 
iams—17. 

_Nays~Messrs. Speaker Aias Ban. -Brown, Banie 
' Charlton. Clar 'k;Cooke, Cronican, Crump, Dickson, Dupree, Ech- . 
ols, Edwards’ of: Nacogdoches, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, = 
Gooch Irion Keenan, “Mabry, McFarland, Miller, I Mucklerey „Mul- 
lins, Noble, Pattillo, Perry, Ryburn, Sadler, Smith of, Harris, 
Smith of Rusk, Sublett, -Tankersly, ‘Truit- and Willie—37. 

Mr. White moved to. take up a Rusolution providing for 
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the organization of the Volunterss, ordered out by . His er 
lency, the Governor. 

Lost. l , 

À bill to amend the seventeenth. Section of an act; to repeal | 
in part and amend an act, to incorporate the city of Galves- 
tou, approved February 5th, 1840; was taken up, and 

Read 4 second time. 

Mr. Tankersly moved, to amend, by inserting’ the words “ ex- . 

‘cept the citizens of Texas,” Carried; and . 

On motion of Mr. Tankersly the bill was laid on the table 
until three o'clock, P. m. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
that they had passed. 

| “A Joint Resolution authorizing the Governor to take com- 
' mand, in person, of the Volunteer army, of the State,” also, 

“A bill, providing for the adjustment of the Public Debt of 
the Republie, ‘of Texas;” also 

“An act authorizing the County Court of Brazoria county, to 
Te a Duplicate madé of the Record Book of Deeds &c,” 
also 

“A bill to organize | the opening and construction of a Turn- 
pike Road from the city of Houston to the town of Brenham” 
with an amendment, also 

Had adopted a substitute of the House, to 

“A bill, to organize the District Courts, and to define their. - 
powers and jurisdiction;” and had rejected, 

“A bill to prohibit free negroes from settling in the State;” 

“A bill to repeal an act, regulating Judicial proceedings, in 
„civil cases, was taken up, ‘and reada second time; and ` 

On motion of Mr. Gray was laid on the tavle. 

“A bill to provide for the payment of Commissioners appointed 
by the several acts creating new counties, was taken up, read 

a second time; and 

On motion of Mr. McNeill was laid upon the table. 

“A bill to authorize the Governor to appoint a Private Sec- 
retary ;” was taken up, 

Read a second time; and 

On motion. of Mr. Cazneau, laid on the table ' 

‘A bill, to be entitled act, to repeal the fourth section of an 
act, granting land to those who were in the battle of San - Ja- 
cinto and other eee December 2ist, 1837,” was 
taken up, and 7 l 

Read a first time. 

A bill, to'be entitléd, “An act, for fixing the time of holding 


~ 
k 


Electivus for ite 7 mytes le ou ated States; 


- taken up, read ü «« 


And referred me ‘TB. 5 o’ 
=- Mr. Rasšgij, . os gonna’ ao grossed Bills, 
reported : : À 
That they had ekann: : -., me et reedy Engrossed: 
Adi. 93;01 La Low: tera 3% the office and duties 


of sheriffs;” also 

A bill, tobe entitled, “An act, tor the assessment and collec- 
tion of taxes for the year 1846;” also 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to define, more definately the 
Western Boundary of Milam: county;” also 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to provide for the collection of 
_ taxes due and owing thelate Republic of Texas? > 

Which report was read and adopted. 

“A Joint Resolution to provide for the- organization of the 
Troops called in the field by thé late Proclamation of the Gov- 
ernor;” was taken up, and resolution 

Read’a second time. 

Mr. Willie moved to lay the resolution u upon the table. 

Which mo,ion was lost: 

Mn Dupree moved to refer the bill toa select committee, 

Which motion was adopted. 

And the chair appointed Messrs. Dupree, Smith of Rusk, 
Willie, Echols and Cazneau, said committee, 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act for the benefit of Lovel Coff- 
man’s deaf and dumb acne! was taken up, and: 

Read a second, and referred to the committee on Educa- 
tion. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to define the office and duties 
of coroners,” was taken up, and . 

Read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed. - 

Rule suspended, and ~ 

Bill read a third time by its caption, and passed. 

Mr. Brown moved to take up a bill, to be entiled, “An ach 
for the relief of Travis G. Brooks;” - 

Which motion was adopted, and 

The bill was read: a third time and poen 

A bill, to be entitled “An ‘act, for the relief of McKinney & 
Williams;” was taken up; and: 

On motion of Mr. Brown, was laid on the. table: 

A. bill to be entitled, “An act, to define the office and- duties 
of Gonstables;” was taken’ up, and > 

Read a socond time, and ordered to be engrossed; and a 


ae 
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On motion of Mr. Brown, the rule was suspended. and -the 
bill, : 

Read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Sublett the House lanes anti half- 
past two o'clock, P. m. z; 


& 
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‘The House met purseant to adjournment, eF 
The. roll called, and: the folowing: members. answered: to 
their names: K “4, 


Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Brown; ER Charlton, Clark, 
. Gronicdn, Crump, Dickson, ‘Dupree, : Durham,Echols, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillet; Gilliam; Gooch, 
irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, MeFarland;- McNeill, 
Miller, ‘Muckleroy, 3 Mullins; Pattillo, Perry, Railey, Rayner, 
Redgate, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith afRusk, Swift, 
Sublett, Fa ankersly,,. White, and Williams: o a ee? 

Quorum: ‘present; and Sees. ss T . "7 

- Fhe Héuse’ proceded: to a to 

A bill to be entitled; “An act to prevent confusion in j adicia 
"proceedings; arising:from ‘the repeal of laws under which they 
were had or accrued’ was read a second. time, and - 

On motiondf Mr..Gray, was ordered to'be engrossed. » 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to prevent slaves from carry- 
ing fibe: armi e Al! 

With report of the coi eei: on State Affairs; aids 293 

Mr. White movedsthat the: amendment offered by the oom- 
mittee be adopted. Pie 3 : 

Which motion: was carried. - 

Mit.-Gooch.moved «to day the: pitt on ‘die table üntil: 1847, 
“Which motion was rejected. <a. eee a S 
Mr. Gooch, offered the followbtg. amendment: >.< nsf 
Without the permissiou-of the’ owner or employer. thereof. 
“Mra Russell offereda substitute: for Mr: :Gooch's: amend- 

‘ment. “Unless in assisting their--masters or the’ Ireémen of 
Texas in defending the ` country.” ee ae ae 


t 


On motion of Mr. Jones,.the: ‘pill was ordéred.to' be: yen gross: 


~r 5 ure Piu zg 
ed. PRBS to dee, LEY ge ‘i 48 et a ig Sa PEGES] Pay ae 


A bill to be entitled, “An a ip organize the Supreme Court 
"of Texas,” Was ”. C Seg h 
Read a third timé and pase” 
_A message -was received: from the Senate informing tho 
` Hoúse, thatthe Sénatehád concurréd.in the amendment of the 
House, to a bill to bẹ. entitled, s ‘At ‘act, creating, the, county of 
Titus 7 i 
Qn motion of Mr. Gray, thie. Sat ‘to be ‘entitled, OAT. act to 
organizé Justices Courts, ‘and. to define the. powers and Juris- 
diction of the game}? > with’ report of the” J fidiciary oommittes 
“was taken up,’ ` 
. Amendménts by, thé committee; 'savèrallýasað, and adopted; 
‘and the bill passéd to-its third reading; and’. ae 
` On rhotion, of “Mr, Stewart, rile suspended —bill read a 
third time and passed. . os 
A bill to be entitlga“An aot, to establish a ‘Stati “Peniten- 
tiary;” was a . _ fe rars < oprah “F 
Read a third tifie cane paar A 
A bill, to be en tled, “An act tp, sécute the rights. ‘of Volun- 
teers in, ‘the nayal. service of ‘Texas, to their bounty ‘land;” with 
the řeport'of th Judiciaiy ‘committee. ° | Aad, ote 
Question,.onthe adoption of the Report. , eT 
` The yeas and nays being called, stood’ ili pts 
Yeas—Messrs. Barry {Brown, Charlton, Clark Crump, Dick- 
son, Echols, Edwards, of San-Augustine,Gray, Gooch, Keenan, 
Mabry, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, 
. Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Russell, Saddles Stewart, Smith of, Har- 
-ris, Smith of Pay aah Sublet, ee Trait, and 


ae oe 2 


~~ Sja tw 


oe 


a ee ' Savage, i d Wiliams la. a ahPes i 
“And the reportiwas adopted, ğ l 
Question; on the final passage, of the billyes then ‘taken and“ 

decided in the negative. Wee See eee 

-The yeas and pays being called; stéodt nt i 

Ye gas Messia] S} peákat, Adams, ‘Cagneau, ‘Cronin, Eady, - 

Erath, Gillett, can ” Howard, Iridn, Jones, MeGlarty „Peden, 
Pattillo, Redgate, Savage e, and Williamis-—17, 

‘Nays—Messis. Barry, ‘Brown, Charlton, Clark, ‘Cita Dick- 
son, Echols, Edwards:of San Augustine, Gray, Kpeian Mabry, 
McFarland, “McNeill, Miller, Mucklerdy, Mullins,- Noble; Per- 
_kins, Perry Rayner Russell,; , Sadler, Stewart, ‘Smith, of Harris, 
‘Smith of Rusk; Swift, ‘Subleté’ Tarikersly, ruit and ‘White—30 
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“Joint Resolution, proposing an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion, providing for the Election of the Judges and District At- 
torneys, by the people.” 

With report by the committee on the Judiciary, also, the 
report of the minority of said committee. 

The Report of the majorty of the committee, on motion of Mr. 
Sublett was adopted by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Barry, Brown, Cazneau, Cronican, Durham, 
Edwards of San Augustine Eddy, Erath, Gray, Howard Keen- 
an, Miller, Muckleroy, Mullins, Ogden, Pattillo, Perkins Red: 
gate Sadler, Savage Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, 
Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, and Williams—27, 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Charlton, Clark Dickson, Echols, 
Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Irion, Jones, Mabry, McClarty, McF‘ar- 
land, McNeill, Noble, Perry, Rayner, Truit and White—19 

A bill,to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the Lavaca, 
Guadalupe and San Saba Rail Road Company;” 

Read a second time; and * a 4, i 

On motion of Mr. Howard, passed to-its Whird reading. 

A bill, to-be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the Golorado 
Mining Company.” . & 5 

With the Report ofthe Finance Committee was read; and 
On motion of Mr. Perkins, the third Section was stricken out, 
and : j > 

‘On motion of Mr, Tankersly, the bill was laid on the table 
until to-morrow morning ten o'clock: 

A substitute to the bill entitled, “An act, to amend the first 
Section of an act approved January 14, A. D, 1840, entitled 
an act authorizing the issuing of Duplicate Land certificates, 
Warrants, and Discharges for Head Right claims upon certain 
conditions.” ; 

The substitute was adopted and the bill passed to its third 
reading; and 
> On motion of Mr, White the Rule was suspended and the 
bill read a third time and passed. 

A bilge. be entitled “An act, to provide’ for the collection 
of Judgnfnts, rendered by the District Courts,” with the re- 
port of the committee. . 

The first, second and third amendments offered by the com- 
msttee adopted. ` ` l 

Mr. Gray offered to amend Section, Attorneys fees, interest 
and cost. l Pee eee 

OF maton of Mr. Miller, the bill was indefinitely postpon- 
€ 4 * 4 A ” $ howe u E = vo o 
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Mr. Russell, from the engrossing. committee, reported the 


correct engrossment ot the following bills: 


A bill, to be entitled, “An act to incorporate the town of 
Crockett; a l 

A bill, to be entitled, “An actto Seawall the mode of trying 
i right of of property levied onunder Execution, when claim- 
ed, &c 

Which Report was adopted. 

A. Bill to be entitled “An act to incorporate the German 
Texan Friendship association of Galveston.” 

Was read, and o 

.On motion of Mr. Brown, laid upon the Table. 

“Joint Resolution instructmg our Senators, and regesting the 
Representatives: ‘of the State to endeavor te procure from the 
United States, indemnity to importers of Goods from the United 
States, to Texas, between the thirty-first of December, eighteen 
hundred and forty-five and sixteenth of February, eighteen 
hundred and forty six,” was read, with the report of the Fi- 
nance committee, and 

On motion of Mr. Dupres, was, laid on the table, until the 
first of January, next. 

A substitute, to the Bill, entitled, “An act, defining the office 
and duties of Notaries Public, “was 

Read a second time. i 

Mr. Stewart offered to amend the tenth section, by striking 
out, “all in relation to keeping a Recórd,” 

Which amendment was adopted, and the Bill ordered to be 
Emgrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the rule was suspended and the - 
Bill was 

Read a third time, and passed. i 

“Joint Resolution suspending Judgments, Suits and Bxeen- 
tions, against Volunteers,” 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Wil llie, Preamble was striken out, st 

On motion of Mr. Howard, the Bill was referred to the Ju- 
diciary, Committee. 

“Joint Resolution, Relative to the election of ‘United States 
Senators in Congress. 3 

Read a second time, and. An 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, was laid ön the table 

A bill to he entitled, “An act to provide for the adjustment of 
the Publie Debt of the DRED of Texas.” was 

Read @ first time, and - 
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Mr. Stewart moved a suspension of the Rule for the further 
passage of the bill, which was rejected. 

ABill to, be entitled, “An act appropriating an office for the 
Clerk of the Supreme Court,” was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Sadler, was laid on.the table. . 

The “Bills for the-collection of Taxas due and owing the 
late Republic.of Texas.” Also, 

“To provide for the assessment and collection of Taxes for 
the year eighteen hundred and forty-six;” and also. 

“Defining the office. and, duties of Sheriffs,” were severally 

- read a third time, and passed. 

A Bill to be entitled, “An act to have the lines Surveyed be- 
tween the Counties of Robertson and Limestone, Limestone 
and Leon, Leon and Navarro;” with the Report of the Commit- 
tee of conference, which was. adopted by the House. 


SENATE CHAMBER, 
i May 3, 1846. ? 
To the Honorable A. C. Horton, i 
President of the Senate, 
And Honorable W. H. Bourland, 
- Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The Committee of Conference have had. under consideration 
the Bill to be entitled, “An act, regulating the manner of run- 
ning County lines,” and instruct usto recommend the. pas- 
sage of the bill with the following proviso to.the sixth section: 

“Provided, in all instances that every line.run as above di- 
rected, shall be made in Conformity with existing laws creating 
or defining said County Boundaries,” 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

[Signed] HENRY J. JEWETT, 

i Chairman of Commitiee-of the Senate. 

A: McNEILL, 
Chairman of the Committee of: the 
House of Representatives. 


A’Bill to be entitled, “An act, incorporating the Colorado 
and Wilson Creek Railroad Campany.” ~ | 

Read a first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Mabry, Rule was suspended, Bill Read a 
second time, and 

Mr. Jones moved to.refer it to the committee on internal. im- 
provement, which was rejected, and 

‘Mr. Cazneau moved its passage -to a third reading. 
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There not ‘being a Quorum present, the Clerkiwas. ordered 
to call the roll; i l 

Quorum present. 

Question, on the passage of the Bill to ite third reading, was 
decided in the affirmative, and : 

On motion of Mr. Mabry, the rule. was further suspended, 
and the Bill Read a third time, and .... 

ad yeas and nays being call for on its final passage, stood 
thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown; Cazneau, 
Charlton, Cronican, Dickson,.Dupree, Durham, Echols, Ed- 
wards of San Augustine, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gooch, Howard, 
Hudson, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, 
Miickleroy, Mullins, Ogden, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, 
Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Tan- 
kersly, Truit, White and Willié—41. : 

Nays—Messrs, Clark, Eddy, Noble, Perkins Swift, and Will- 
iams—6. - 

Se the Bill passed by a Constitutional majority, 

A Bill supplementary to an act entitled, “An act, to provide, 
for the Election of Representatives to the Congress. of the 
Uni'ed States” Read a second time, and — l 
- Mr. Gilliam moved to lay the Bill on the table, which -was re- 
jected. i 
i Mr. Willie moved to lay the Bill on the Table until the first 
of August next, which was agreed to by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Barry, Brown, Charlton, Clark, Cron- 
ican; Crump, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Erath, Gray, 
Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Irion, McFarland, Miller, 
Muckleroy, Noble, Perkins, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, 

‘Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Tankersly, Williams, 
and Willie—33. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Cazneau, „Edwardse of San Augus- 
tine, Hudson, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McNeill, Mullins, Ogden, 
Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Sublett, and White—16. 

A Bill to be entitled, “An ect, to incorporate the several 
counties of this State which’now exist or which may be here- 
after establiehed,”: with amendments from the Senate, 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the amendments from the Senate 
were concurred in 

A Bill to be entitled, “An act, to provide forthe Registry of - 
Deeds and ‘other instruments of writing,” with amendments 
from the Senate, were taken up. 

On motion of ir. Clark the House adjourned. until te-mop- 
row morning, 8 o’clock,.a. m. . 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, } 
May 7,1846.  § 
G O'CLOCK A. X. 


House met persuant to adjournment. i 

The roll calied and the following members answered to 
their names: 

essrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Charl- 
ton, Clark, Cronican, Crump, Dicxsen, Dupree, Darham, Ed- 
wards of Nacogdoches. Hdwards ef San’ Augustine, Eddy, 
Brath, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch Hudson, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, 
fMeFariand, McNeill, Miller, Mullins, Nebie, Pattillo, Pease, 
Perry, Raley, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Sav- 
age, Stewart Smith of Harris, Swift, Subleit, Tankersly Pruit, 
White and Williams. 

Quorum present, the House proceeded to business. 

The Jowsaals of the preceding day read and adooiel. 

Mr. Keenan, chairman of the committee on Education, fo 
whom was referred a bill, to be entitled, “An act, for the bene- 
fit of Love! CGofiinan’s deaf and dumb sor; made the follow- 
ing report, which was read and laid on the table to come up 
among tne orders ef the day: 

Coumirrece Room: 
May 7, 1846. 
ilonoratle VY. H. Bourland, 
Speaxer of the House of Representatives: 

The Committce on Education, haye considered a Bill entitled 
An act, for the relief of the Deaf and Damb son of Lovel Cofi- 
man, and instruct me to report: 

Thatthe unfortunate condition of the boy, cail for the sym- 
pathy of every one, and, as he eannot, without being sent to 
some Institution, devoted especially tothe insiruction of the 
Deaf and Dumb, receive any beneit from the appropriation, ro 
liberally made, forthe snpport of.»choels and the diffusion of 
xnowledge in our State. They therefore recommend the pas- 
gaze of the Bill, with the amendments, that “ihe Father? be 
stricken ont, and “J.P. McKinsey’ inserted 


[Signed] C. G. KEENAN 


Messrs. Cark Ang Willie, a portion of the select Committee, 
to whom was referred a supplement to A Bill entitled, “An act, 
ws establish the Judicial District Courts;”made the following 
teport which was.read and laid on the table, to come up 


among the orders of the day. 
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Conmrrrze Reor, E 
. April 28, 1846, 
To the Honorable Speaker, i 
of the House of Representatives: 

The select committee, to whom was referred, for their con- 
sideration, “An act, supplementary to an act‘ to establish the 
Judicial Districts, of the District Court,” and a Bill entitled: 

“An act, supplemental to an acf, to divide the State into Hight 
Judicial Districts, éannot agree in regardto said Bill, and the 
undersigned, a portion of the committee, ask leave to report, 
that they conceive the passage of the Former Bill, absolutely 
requisite for the convenience of the people, and Judges of the 
District, proposed to be changed. By the arrangement made 
in the orriginal act, and to which this act is a supplement, there 
are ten counties thrown into the eighth Judicial District, and 
extending over a Territory so large as to make it exceedingly 
laborious for any Judge, whose duty it may become to hold the 
Courts. Thére are nine Counties,. comprising the sixth Dis- 
trict, and the same objection exists to the division, originally 
made in relation to that District. The undersigned conceive 
the whole Bill, asit passed, to be inequitable; but the hurry 
with which the act was urged through the House, and the gen- 
eral desire to settle, in some way. the organization,of the dif- 
ferent Judicial Disiric’s. rendered oppositica useless, and those 
who had reason to be dissatisfied were compelled to yield to 
the prevailing opinion, onthe partofthe House, to settle the ques-- 
tion. By the alterations proposed inthe supplementary bill, 
there will be a more equitable division of labor among the 
Judges, and no incumbent of any Judicial Office, will: be affect- 
ed so far as relates to his residence. The latter suggestion is 
made for the purpose of satisfying any, who may be disposed 
to consult the convenience of the Judges by arranging the Dis- 
trict soas not to affect-their residence. ` In the opinion, howev- 
er of the undersigned, this consideration is but trifling. They 
believing it the duty of the Legislature, to consult the. conven- 
ience of the people generally, rather than that of any Judge. 
For they hold the doctrine, that men were made for offices and 
not the-offices for men. The undersigned therefore recommend 
the passage of the first above named ‘Acts and report the other 
back to-the House for its action, without any suggestion, as te 
the propriéty of passing it. The undersigned‘further recom- 
mend the first named Bill be so amended, as that the counties 
of Cass, Upshur, Rusk; Smith, Henderson, Shelby, Panola, and 
Harrison,may comprise the Fifth. Judicial District; and the 
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Counties of Jasper, Newton, Sabine; San Augustine, Angelina, 
Nacogdoches, Cherokee, Houston, and Anderson, thé Sixth Ju- 
dicial District, all of -which is respectfully submitted., 
[Signed] -J. WILLIE. 
E. CLARK 
On motion of Mr. Tankersly, leave of absence was granted 
the Hon. Mr. Crump, from and after Friday evening, for the 
remainder of the session. 
Mr. Barry moved to take up the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


oy 


Motion adopted. l 

A Bill to be entitled, “Am act, providing for the Registry of 
Deeds and other instruments of writing,” with amendments 
from the Senate was taken up, and amendments concurred in. » 

A Bill to be entitled, “An act to provide for the opening and 
constructing a Turn Pike Road from the City of Houston to the 
Town of Brenham” with amendments from the. Senate, was 
taken up and amendments concurred in. 

By leave, Mr. Clark, Chairman of the: committee on State 
Affairs, to whom was referred a “Joint Resolution requiring 
she Governor to procure the plates upon which the Promissory 
Notes, and Exchequer Bills of the late Republic of Texas were 
printed.” * i 

Made the following Report, which was read and laid on the 
table, to come up among the orders of the day: 
‘Committees Room, 
. May 7, 1846. 
To the Honorable W. H. Bourland, = 

~ Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on State Affairs, have had under considera- 
tion, “A Joint Resolution, requiring the Governor to procure 
the plates upon which the Promissory Notes, and Exchequer 
Bills of the late Republic of Texas were printed,” and have 
instructed me to report the same back to the House, with the 
recommendation, that it be passed.. The committee herewith 

resent to the House a copy of a communication, from Messrs. 
‘Random, Wright, Hatch, and Eden, to the Honorable W. B. 
Ochiltree, late Secretary of the.Treasury of the Republic of 
Texas, in relation.to the subject. . 

[Signed} -E. CLARKE, 
Chairman. 
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A Bill to be entitled, “An act, to establish a General Land 
Office,” was taken up and read a third time; and 

Mr Jones moved a call of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Dupree,.Mr. Adams was excuséd. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, Mr. Gilliam was excused. 

_On motion of Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Crump was excused, and, 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau the call of the House was sus- 
pended. 

Question, on the final passage of thé: Bill, ~ was then taken, 
and decided in the affirmative by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brown, Clark, Cronican, Crump, Echols, Ed- 
wards of Nacogdoches, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Howard, 
Trion, Jones, Keenan, McClarty, McNeill, Miller, Millican, 
Muckleroy, Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Redgate, Sadler, 
Savage, Stewart, Smith of "Harris; ‘Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sub- 
lett, Tankersly,. Truit, White, Williams, and Willie—37. 

Nar ys—Messrs. Speaker, Barry,” Burroughs, Cazneau, Charl- 
ton, Cooke, ‘Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Gilliam, Gooch, Hud- 
_ son, Mabry, McFarland, Mullins, I Noble, Perry, Rayner, Russell, 
and Ryburn—20. 

A Bill to be entitled, “An act, to secure the payment of fines 
imposed by the District Courts,” was taken up, and 

Read’a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, the Bill was ordered to -beEn- 
grossed, and 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, the rule was suspended, bill 

Read a third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brown, Charlton, Cronican , Dupree, Durham, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Gray, Gooeh, Howard, ‘Hudson, 
Mabry, MeClarty, McNeill Miller, Muckleroy, Pease Perkins, 
Redgate, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of 
Rusk, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, and Willie—27. . 

Nays—Messrs. Barry, Burroughs, Cazneau, Cooke, Dickson, 
Echols, Erath, Irion, Keenan, McFarland, Millican, Mullins, 
‘Noble, ‘Pattillo, Perry, Rayner, Russell, ‘Ryburn, Swift, White 
and Williams—2I. 

A Bill to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the Colorads 
Mining Compeny,” which was made the special order- of the 
day for ten o’clock, was taken up. 

Mr. Willie, offered the following as an additional section. 

“This incorporation shall exist for the term of twenty-one 
years, and the Capital of said Company -shallinevér exceed 
me hundred thousand dollars. ; 

Mr. Stewart moved-to amend the. amendment, by inserting. 


~ 


664 - 


“Provided said Company shall not hold Real Estate of greater 
value than the sum of $25,000,000 exclusive of the value of 
the Mines.” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the amend- 
ment as amended; which. was decided in the aflirmative. 

Mr. Gillett moved to strike out all after the words “Compa- 
ny,” in the sixth line, second section. Rejected, and the 

Question, on the Engrossment of the Bill was taken and de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Eddy made the following Report, which was Read and 
adopted. 

Commirres Room, 

May 7, 1848. 

To the Honorable W. H. Bourland, a 
Speaker of the“House of Representatives: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have Examined A Bill to 
be entitled, “An act, to prevent confusion in Judicial preceed- 
ings, arrising from the repeal of Laws, under which they were 
had or accrued.” 

A Bill tobe entitled, “An act, making appropriations for the 
support of,the Government, forthe years eighteen hundred and 
forty-six and eighteen hundred and forty-seven.” 

A Bill to be entitled, “An act, to fix the pay and mileage of 
members of the Legi.lature.” 

A Bill to be entitled, “An act, to prevent Slaves from carry- 
ing Fire Arms,*and find the same correctly Engrossed. 

[Signed] . Z. WML EDDY, 

One of the Comittee. 

A Bill to be entitled, “An act, for the relief of Nathaniel 
Amory,” with an amendment of the Committee on Finance 
was taken up, amendments adopted and Bil! passed to a third 
reading: B 

A Bill to be entitled, “An act, for the relief of Thomas An-, 
derson” was taken up, Read a second time, and passed toa 
third reading, and 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the rnle was suspended, Bill 
read a third time and passed. o 

Mr. Dupree, by leave, made the following Report, which 
was read and adopted. , 


To the Honorable Speaker, - 
Of the House of Representatives. 
A. majority of the Committee, to whom was referred a Rill, - 
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for the organization of the Militia called out by the Governor, 
have had the same under consideration, and instruct me to re- 
port the following. as a substitute, and recommend the same ta 
the consideration of the House. 

[Signed] L. G. DUPREE, 

. Mr, Mabry, moved a. reconsideration of the vote, passing A 
Bill to be entitled, “An act, to secure the payment of fines im- 
posed by the District Courts,” which was rejected. 

_ A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, that they had passed:. 

A- Bill entitled, “An act, providing for the election of Offices 
for Dallas County, ” also, 

A Bill to be entitted; “An act, for locating the Seat of Jus- 
tice of Leon County,” aleo, 

A. Bill to be entitled, “An act, to provide- for the issuing of 
Patents to the assignees of good and geuuine unconditional 
Head right land. certificates:” also, 

“An act, for the regulation of limited: partnerships,” with 
amendments; also, 

“An act, to provide for the publication of the Laws of the 
State, with amendments; ,also, 

A Bill to be entitled, “ An act, to aaie the License and 
practice of Attorneys ‘and Councellors at Law,” with emend- 
ments; also, * l 

Had passed a substitute for A Bill entitled, “An act, to pro- 
vide for the loss of Field Notes of Survey;” also, 

A Bill entitled, “An act, requiring the County of Lavacca,to 
pay a portion of the Dx sbt of Colorado County;” also. 

“A Bill ceding to the United States, jurisdiction over all 
Forts and Arsenals within this State,” also, 

“A Bill to authorize the appointment of Commissioners, to 
take acknowledgements of Deeds and other instruments of 
writing, executed out of this State;” and also, 

es they refuse to cencur in the amendments of the House, 

a bill, providing for the erestion of a Penitentiar y:” also,they 

OR efs® to concur in the amendment of the House, to “A Bill, 
to organize the Supreme Court;” also, 

They refuse to cuncur in the frst amendment to a 

“Bill organizing Justice Courts, and defining their powers 
and j urisdictions” 

“A Joint Resolution for the relief of Thomas Johnson and 
James Webb,” with a substitute fo#the second section, was 
hea up, and on motion of Mr. Smith'of Rusk, was laid on the 
ta l 
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A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House, that they had passed: 

“A Bill for the relief of the heirs of John G. Welchman” 

A Bill entiiJed, “An act, to provide for the adjustment of the 
Public Debt of the Republic of Texas,’ was taken up and 
read a second time. 

Mr. Howard offered a Substitute for the first section. 

Which was rejected by the following vote: 

The yeas and nays being called, stood: 

Yeas—Messrs. Cazneau, Erath, ‘Gooch, Howard, Ogden, Pat- 
tillo, Perkins, Swift, White, and Willie—10. - 

Nay ys— Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Burroughs, Bowi 
Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Crump, Durham, Echols, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Gillet, Gilliam, Hud- 
son, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry,. McClarty, McFarland Me- 
Neill, Miler, Millican. Muckleroy, Mullins; Noble, Perry, Ray- 
ner, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Smith of Har- 
ris, Smith of Rusk, Stewart, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, and Wi- 
- liams—44. 

Mr. Gray, moved 1o refer the Bill to a committee of seven, 
to be raised by the House, with instructions to report thereon, 
to-morrow morning at ten o'clock. , 

On motion of Mr. Tankersly, the Bill was laid‘on the table 
until three o’clock, r. m. 

And on motion of Mr, T Tankersly, ‘the House adjourned until 
kulf past two o’elock, r, m : 


HALF-BAST TWO O'CLOCK; P: `W. 


Hotse met pursurant to adjournment. 
* Roll called and the following members answered to their . 
names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Charlton, Clarke, 

ramp, ` ronican, Dickson, Dupr ee, Durham, Echols, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gilliam, Gooch, Hudson, Irion, 
Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, 
Millican; Mauckleroy, Mullins, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, ‘Rayner, 
Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of 
Rusk, Swift Sublette, Tangersly, Truit, and Willie. 

Quorum present. 

A Bill entitled, “An “act, to define the time of holding the. 
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District Courts,” with the Report of the Judiciary, committee, 
was read and amendments offered by the Committee, adopted. . 

Mr. Willie moved to amend the third section of the. bill, as 
follows :: - 

In Section third, line fifth, strike out “ Robertson” and in- 
sgert “Leon;” in same section, strike out “Leon” and insert 
“ Limeston;” in eleventh line strike out “Limestone” and in- 
sert “ Navaro;”-and in fourteenth line strike ous’ “Navarro ” 
and insert “Robertson;” and in sixteenth line strike out “one 
week” and insert “two weeks,” l 

In seventeenth line, strike out’“ fifth” and insert “sixth ;” in 
‘wentieth line, strike out “sixth” and insert “seventh;” and 
.n twenty-third line, strike out’ “seventh” and insert “eighth.” 

. Which amendments were adopted, and the:bill passed to its 
third reading. P 

Mr. Brown moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken, 
passing the bill to its third reading, which was rejected. 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act, to provide for'the adjustment 
of the public debt of the Republic of Texas,” was made the 
special order of the day, for three o’clock. 

Mr. Sublett offered the following amendment, to wit: 

First section, third line, strike out “they are” and insert, 
“he is.” 

Mr. Clark moved to amend Mr. Sublett’s amendment, by 
striking out the words “ Auditor and.” ~ ee 

Mr. Miller offered the following, as a substitute, forthe cap- 
tion and first section of the bill: 

“An act} for the classification of the’ liabilities of the late 
Republic of Texas.” 

Be it enacted, by the Legislature of the State of Texas, That 
all persons having claims against the late-Republic of Texas, 
of whatever nature or description, may present the same, to- 
gether with the evidence and vouchers in their support, to the 
Comptroller, on or before the first: day of October, eighteen 
hundred and forty-seven; whose duty it shall be to receive and 
classify them, under detailed and appropriate heads, designat- 
ing particularly the time when, and the law under which each. 
liability was incurred, together with all the particulars relating 
thereto; and the said Comptroller shall report his action in the 
premises, to the next biennial session of the Legislature, for 
its action, 

Which was rejected. 

Question, on Mr. Clark’s amendmént to the amendment, was 
then taken and carried. 
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Question, on Mr. Sublett’s amendment, was taken and de- 
cided in the affirmative, by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Barry, Brown, Chariton, Clark, Cronican, 
Crump, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Hud- 
son, Keenan, MecClarty, Miller, Millican, Muckleroy, Mullins, 
Noble, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, "Russe ll, Ryburn, Sadler, Sav- 

age, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, "Sublett, Tankersly, Fruit, and 
W hite—3-4. ; 

MNays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Burroughs, Cazneau, Do- 
pree, Wrath, Irion, Jones, Mabry, MeN eill, Pattill lo, Swift, Wi- 
Rams, and Willte—14. : 

Question, on Mr, Miller’s substitute, was taken and rejected. 

Mr. Willie offered to amend the first section, as follows: 

“There shall be elected, by joint vote of both Houses of the 
Le Legislature, an Auditor, who shall hold his office for the term 
of two years. He shall perform all the duties required of the 
Auditor ander the existing laws, in regard to the examination 
and adjustinent of claims against the Republic or State of 
Texas. 

And the yeas and nays being called, upon the adoption of 
the amendment, it was rejected by the folowing vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Vammenn, Crump, Cooke 
Dupree, Erath, Gray, Gooch, Howa Mabry, MeNeill, Ogden, 
Patillo, Perkins, Reyner, Ryburn, St owart , Swift, White, “Wile 
lams, and WiHie—22. i 

INays—Mesis. Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, 
Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Gi Het, Hudson, Irion, 
Jones, Keone: , bieClarty, hleFariand, Miller, BHN can, Muck- 
leroy, Muilins, Noble, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Sadler, Savage, 
smith of Rusk, Sabiett, Tankersly, z aud Truit—2s. 

“Ti he next question in order, was Mr. Gray’s motion to refer 
the bid under cousideration, to a select committee. 

On motion of Mr. Durham, Mr. Gray’s motion was laid on 
the table. 

Question, on the passage of the Dill to a third reading, was 
then taken and decided in the affirmative, by the following 
vote: 

Yeas—Mesars. Barry, Burroughs, Clark, Charlton, Cramp, 
Cronican, Dickson, Durham, Gray, Gillet, Hudson, Trion, Jones, 
Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, Miller, Mi llican, Muckleroy, Mul- 
lius; Noble, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Ryburn, Sadler, 
Savage, Stewart, Smith of Rask, and Tankersly—32. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Brown, Cazneau, Cooke, 


Behols, Eddy, Prath, Gooch,. Howard, McNeil) 7 MeFarland, 
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Ozden, Pattillo, Pease, Russell, Sublet:, Truit, White, Williams, 
and Willice—20. . 

Messrs. Howard, Ogden, Erath, Willie, and others, gave 
notice to the House, that they would enter their protest against 
its passage to a third reading. 

A message was received frem the Senate informing the 
House, that the Scnate had rejected the substitute to the Senate’s 
bil, “to amend the first section of an act, approved fourteenth 
January, eighteen hundred and forty, entitled an act, author- 
izing the issuing of Duplicate Land Warrants, Discharges and 
Certilicates,for Head Right claims, upon certain conditions,” 
and had appointed a committee of Conference, and request a 
like committee on the part of the. House, on said bill. Also, 

The Senate rejected the first amendment to the “bill, estab. 
lishing a General Land Office for the State of Texas;” and 
concur in the other amendments. 

Mr. Gooch offered the following:resolation, which was 
adopted: l 

be u resolved, by the House of Representatives of the State of 
Texas, That the chief clerk of this House, be instructed to 
list the caption of all the Laws passed at this session of 
the Legislature, and present the same to tke editors of the 
Austin Democrat and Era, for publication in their next papers. 

Mr. Barry moved a reconsideration of the vote, taken on @ 
previous day,6na “Jeint Resolution, authorizing the Governor 
to appoint Field and Staff officers, of the volunteer army of 
Texas.” 

Mr. Burroughs moved a call of the House. 

Mr. Clark moved to lay Mr. Barry’s motion on the table un- 
til to-morrow. . 

Which was adopted. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the sity of 
Galveston, and for other purposes,” was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Cronican, referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to prevent slaves from carry- 
ing fire arnis, was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Russell made the following report, which was adopted: 

COMMITTEE an 

, , < . May 7, 1846. 
To the Honorable W. H. Beurland, `. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on engrossed bills,have examined a bill, 
to be entitled, “An act,to amend the. first Section of an act, 
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approved January, 1840, entitled an act, authorizing the issu- 
ing of Duplicate land Warrants, Discharges and certificates, 
for Head Right.claims, upon certain conditions,” and find the 


same correctly engrossed. e 
[Signed] 7 A, J. RUSSELL, 
i Chairman. 


Abill, to be entitled, “An act, to prevent confusion in Judi- 
cial proceedings, arising from the repeal.of laws, under which 
they were had or accrued.” : 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the Lavaca, 
Guadalupe, and San Saba Rail Road. Company;” was 

Read a third time, and the yeas and nays béing demanded 
on its final passage, stood: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker,Adams, Barry, Brown, Cazneau, Cron- 
ican, Dickson, Durham, Echols, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, 
Gooch, Howard, Hudson,-Jrion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClar- 
ty, Muckleroy, Mullins,,Ogden, Pattillo, Perry, Rayner, Red- 
gate, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, 
Swift, Tankersly, Truit, White, Williams, and .Willie—41. 

Nays—Messrs. Clark, Cooke, Edwards of San Augustine, 
McFarland, Miller, Millican, Noble, and Perkins—8. . 

A bill, to be: entitled.“An act, to establish, the mode of try- 
ing the right of-property,levied on under execution,when claim- 
ed, &c. 

Read a third:time and passed. Z 

“Joint, Resolution for the releif of Augustus Williams.” 

Read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Willie, referred to 
a.Select committee. 

The Chair appointed Messrs Willie, Charlton, Truit, Gillet, 
and Barry said committee. 

A billto repeal the fourth section of an act, granting lands 
to those who were in the battle of San Jacinto and other bat- 
ar was taken up,and on motion of. Mr. Irion, laid on the 
table. 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act, authorizing the appointment 
of commissioners, to take acknowledgements of Deeds and 
other instruments of writing, executed out of the State.” 

Read a first time, and - 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the rule was suspended, bill read 
a.second time—rule further suspended—-bill read a third time, 
and passed, 

On motion of Mr, Barry, the bill to be entitled,“ An act, es- 
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tablishing a General Land Office of the State of Texas,” was 
taken up. 
` On motion of Mr. Adams, the House adjourned until to- 


_ morrow morning, eight o’clock, a.m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
May 8th, 1846. 


"Phe House met, pursuant. to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and. the following members answered to 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Brown, Charlton, Crump, Clark, 
Gooke, Durham, Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, Edwards 
of Nacogdoches, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillet, Gilliam, Gooch, 
Trion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Mil- 
lican, Muckleroy, Mullins, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Red- | 
gate, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Smith of Rusk, Smith of Harris, 
Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, White, Williams, and Willie. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

Mr. Gray. made the following report, which was.read and 
laid.on the table, to come up among the orders of the day: 


CommitrrEes Room, 
May 7th, 1846. 
To the Honorable Speaker of the 
House of Representatives: - 
The committee onthe Judiciary, have considered a bill or- 


` iginating in the Senate .to be entitled, “An act, to organize Pro- 


bate Courts,” and instruct me to report: 

That they do not wholly approve the provisions of the Bill, 
and did time allow, would endeavor to’ re-arrange it; but they 
think the Bill better than the present law of Probate and there- 
fore recommend its passage, with.the amendments proposedi:. 

{Signed} P. W: GRAY. 


Chatrman.:. 
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Mr. Tankersly, made the following report which was read 
-and adopted. 
COMMITTEE Room; } 
May 7, 1846. 
To the Honorable Speaker, 
of the House of Representatives: 
> The committee on Finance, having had under consideration 
a Joint Resolution, proposing to amend the Constitution, so as 
to reduce the salaries of the Supreme and District Judges ; : 
and believing that the passage of such a resolution, without 
special instruction from the people, inexpedient, a majority of 
the committee, have instructed me to report the same back to 
the House, and recommend that it be indefinitely postponed. 
[Signed] BENJ. F. TANKERSLY, 
Chairman. 
Mr. Stewart made the following report: 


To the Honorable A. C. Horton, 
President of the Senate, and 
Wm. If. Beurland, D of the 
use. of Representatives: 

Joint committee of Conference, have had under considers- 
tion, An act, providing for the transfer of Records of ‘Adminis- 
tration from old to new counties, and have instructed us to re- 
port the bill back to the House, concurring in the amendment 
of the Senate, and recommend its passage. 

[Signed] _ A. H. PHILLIPS, 
i Chairman of the committee on the 
part of the Senate, and 
C. B. STEWART. 
E-  d Chairman committee on part of House. 
Report was read and adopted. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY 


Were taken up. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act,to establisha General Land 
Office for the State,” originating i in the Senate, amended in the 
- House, and the Senate refusing to concur in the amendments, 
was taken u 

Mr. Gillett, “moved the House recede Eom its amendments. 

Mr. Dickson, moved a call of the. House. 

Mr. Rayner, moved Mr. Railey be excused from the call of: 
the House, and’ 


- 
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Pie motion of Mr. Barry, thé ealt of the Bk was suspend- 
ed 

Quéstion, on receding from the’ amendments, and the House 
refused to. recede by the: following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Burroughs, Cazneau, 
Charlton, Crump, Cooke, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Gillett, 
Gilliam, Gooch, Hudson,-Keenan, Mabry, McFarland, McNeill: 


‘Mullins, N oble, Perry; ‘Railey, Rayner, Russell, Ryburn, and 


Smith of Rusk—27, 

Nays—Messrs. Brown, Clark, Cronican, Edwards of Nacog- ` 
doches, Edwards of San “Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, How- 
ard, Irion, Jones ,»McClarty, Miller, Millican, Muckleroy, Ogden, 
Pattillg, Pease, Perl zins, Redgate, ‘Sadler, Savage, Smith of 
Harris, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, White and Williams 
—30. 

On-motion of Mr. Tankersly, a committee of conference was 
appointed, to act with a like committee from the Senate, on 
the bill organizing a General Land Office.” 

The chair appointed ‘Messrs. Tankersly, Gillett, and Mabry 
said committee. 

Mr, Gillett, asked to be excused from serving on the commit- 
tee, which request was granted by the House. 

Mr. Burroughs,*moved that Mr. Railey be appointed on the 
committee, in place of Mr. Gillett. 

Mr. Gray, moved a reconsideration,ef the vote, appointing 
a cornmittee: of conference. 

Question, recurring on the appointment of a committee of 
conference, was taken and rejected. 

A bill to be éntitled, “An act, organizing the Supreme Court,” 
was taker mp. 

The Senate, having refused to concur in the amerdments of 


- the House. $ 


Mr. Dickson, moved a call of the House, which call was, on 

Motion of Mr. Edwards of San -Augustine, suspended. 

The motion of Mr. Williams, that the “House recede from its 
second amendment, was decided in the affirmative, by the fol- 
lowing voter 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, ‘Adan.s, Bay Cazneau, Crump, 
Dupree, Durham, lrath, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Hudson „Irion, 
Jones, Mabry, McClarty, MoFarland, Mullins, Ogden, Pease, 
Perkins, Perry, Railey; Redgate, Russell, Ryburn; Smith of 


Harris, Smith of Rusk; Swift, Tankersly, White, Willams and 


Willie—33. 
Nays—Messrs. Brown;-Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, 
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Gronican, Dickson, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San 
Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Gillett, Keenan, McNeill, Miller, Milli- 
ean, Muckleroy, Noble, Pattillo, Rayner, Sadler, Sayage, Stew- 
art, Sublett, and Truit—25.- 

On motion of Mrs Bourland, the bill was transynitted. tothe 
Senate for further action. 

Mr. Burroughs, chairman. of the committeé on Enrolled bills, 
reported, that they had examined: 

“A bill to incorporate the La Grange Female Institute,” 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, defining the, duties of Attor- 
ney General of the State,” 

A bill to be entitled, “An act „regulating Elections,” and ‘find 
the same correc:ly enrotled, and s 

Being signed by the Sp- faker o` the Havseand President of the 
Senate, were this day presented to his Excellency the Governor 
for his approval,” which report was read and adopted. 

A substitute from the Senate, to a bill to be entitled, “An 
act, to provide for the loss of Field Notes of surveys,” was ta- 
ken up, and ~ 

On motion of Mr. Sadler, the substitute was adopted. ` 

A bill -to be entitled, “An act, to regulate limited partner- 
ships,” with amendments trom the Senate, was taken up, and 
amendments concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, to provide for the publicatian 
of the Laws,” was taken up, with amendments from the Sen- 
ate and amendments concurred in, 

A message was received from, the Senate, informing the 
House, that they had passed: 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the T own of 
New Braunfels,” with amendments. Also, . 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the City of Aus- 
tin,” with amend nents. Also, 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, to authorize the.Govyernor to 
close the Courts, in such Counties as he may deem necessary. 
in the event of War or invasion” Also 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, for the relief of A: J. Yates.” 

Mr. Willie, moved a committee of conference be appoijted, 

‘en a bill to amend the first section of An act, approved the 
fourteenth of January, A. D. eighteen hundred ‘and forty, pro- 
viding for the issuing of Duplicate Land Warrants, Discharges 
and Head right certificates, on certain conditions, ” which was 
adopted, and ` 

The chair appointed Messrs, Willie, Gray, and Stewart said 

- gommittee of conference. 
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A bill to be entitled, “An act te regulate the-Lieense and _ 
Practice of Attorneys ‘with amendments fromthe Senate, 

Was taken up and the amendments. adopted. 

A. bill to be entitled, “An act, to organize Justice Courts,” 
originating in the Senate, amended in -the House, and the Sen- 
ate refusing to concur in the:amendments—was taken up. 

On motion, of Mr.-Gray, the. House.adhered to their amend- 
ments, 

On motion; Mr.“Brewn, Willie, Gray,.and Stewart, were ap- 
pointed to aet as a-committee of conference, on the "Bill to or- 
ganize Justice Courts.” 

A billto be entitled, “An act, for-the.-relief of Nathaniel 
Amory” was takeh up, and read a third time. 

‘Mr.-Charltéu moved, a call of the Hause. Rejected. 

Question, of the final passage, was taken and decided in the 
affirmative: ~ 

A bill-to Bs entitled, “An act, to incorporate the city of Aus- 
tin,” with an amendment from the Senate, was. taken up, and 
the-amendments concurred iu. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act,to incorporate the Town of 
New Braunfels.” 

With amendments fr om theSenate, was taken up, and the 
amendments concurred. in. 

A bill to be entitled, “An.act, requiring the county ı of Rava: 
ga, to pay a portion of the debt of Colorado. County,’ - 

i Read a first time, rule-suspended reada second time, by its 
caption, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mre Perry, the rules.was farther suspended, 
and the bill read a third-time and: passed. - 

A bill to be entitled, “An-act, ceding:.to the United States 
Jurisdiction over all Forts and Aršenals in this State.” i 

Read a first-time, rule. suspended, read a-second time, and 
passed to a third reading; and - 

On motionrof- Mri Miller, the rule: was further suspended, 
and the bill. tead-a third time,and passed. 

Mr. Eddy, one of the committee on. Engrossed Bills, report- 
ed-that.they had examined: 

A bill to be entitled, “Ans act,.defining the office and duties 
of Constables. Also. 

A bill to be entitled,{‘An‘act, to define the office and duties 
of .Coroners.” l 

And find the same cerrectly Engrossed. 

»Which report was read and adopted. 
A bill to be entitled, “An act, providing for the adjustment 
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of the Publie debt of the Republic of Texas,” was taken up, 
read a third time and passed. = te 

A bill te be entitled, “An act, to organize Probate Courts,” 
with the amendments offered by thé Judiciary Committee, was 
taken up, and the amendments adopted. i 

Mr. White moved to strike out the twentiteth section, which 
was rejected, and : 

On motion of Mr. White, the twentieth section was amend- 
ed, by adding to the end of it the words, “On ‘claims origina- 
ting prior to the year eighteen hundred and forty-two,” andthe 
bill passed to its third reading, and l 

On motion of Mr. Pattillo, the rule was suspended bill read 
a third time and passed. ó 

Mr. Eddy, one of the- committee on Engrossed Bills, repor- 
ted that they had examined a Bill to be entitled, “An act, to se- 
eure the payment of fines imposed by the District Courts of 


the State,” and find the same: correetly Engrossed—which re- 


port was read and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, to authorize the Governor to 
close the couris by Proclamation, in such counties as he may 
deem proper, in case of War or invasion.” 

Read a first time—rule suspended—read a second times 2nd 

Mr. Russell moved the bill pass to a third reading. 

Mr. Willie moved to lay the bill on the table until the fourth 
day of July next. i , 

Tbe yeas and nays being demanded, stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Barry, Cooke, Erath, Gillett, Irion, 
Mabry, McNeill, Miller, Millican, Muckleroy, Noble, Paitillo, 
Redgate, Sadler, Smith of Rusk, White and Willie—1e. i 

Nays—Messrs. Spedker, Brown, Cazneau, Charlton, Croni- 
can, Dickson, Durham, Edwards of San Augus- ine, Eddy, 
Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Hudson, Jones, Keenan, Me- 
Clarty, McFarland, Pease, Perkins, Rayner, Russell, Rybaru, 


Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Tankersly, and Truit—29. 
On motion of Mr. Tankersly, the bill was laid on the table. . 


until three o'clock, r. m. 


A bill to be entitled, “An act, for the relief of A. J. Yates.” . 


Read a first time, and Mr. Howard moved to suspend th 
rule. e 

Mr. Durham moved totay Mr. Howard's-motion on -the Ta- 
ble. Rejected. . 

Question, on the suspension of the rule was taken, and the 
bill wooo 

Read a second time, and passed to a third reading.. 
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“Joint Resolution for the relief of John G. Welchmeyer.” 

Read a first time, and 

A motion of Mr. Caznean to suspend the rule was rejected. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act,-to provide for the-organization 
of. Volunteers, called into the field, ‘by the late Préclamation of 
his Excellency, the Governor,” was taken up. 

“On motion of Mr, McNei I, the House adjourned, ang: three - 
o’elock, r. my 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Roll called, and the. follewing members answered to their 
names: 

Messrs, Spéaker, Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Cazneau, Charl- 
ton; Codke,Crimp, Dickson, Dupree, Durhain, Edwards of Nas 
cogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Erath, Gray, Gillett, 
Gilliam, Gooch, “Hudson, Irion, “Keenan, Mabry, McFarland, 
McNeill, Miller, Millican, Muckler oy, Mullins, Noble, Pattillo, 
Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Sad- 
ler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, 
Tankersly, Truity. and: ‘White. 

Quorum present.. i 

A bill to'be entitled, “An act; to authorize the Governer to 
close the courts by Proclamation, in case of invasion, in such 
counties as-he may deem proper.” = 

Read asecond time and the yeas and nays being demanded 
on its passage to a third reading, stood as. follows: 

Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, Burroughs, Cazneau, Charlton, 
Dickson, Bupree, Durham, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, 
Perkins, Railey, Rayner, Russell, Stewart, and Swift—165. 

Nays—-Messrs. Barry, Brown, Cooke, Cramp, Edwards of 
Nacogdoches, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Irion, Keen- 
an, Mabry, McFarland, McNeill, Mil ler, Millican, Muckleroy,, 
Mullins, Noble, Pattillo, Perry, Redgate, Sadler, Savage, Smith 
of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Tankersly, Truit, and Whité—30. 

And the bill was rejected on its second reading. 7 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, to organize the Volunteer 
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fonts, called into the service of the United States, under Proe- 
lamation, of the Governor,” 

Read a secoad time, and 

Mr. Smith of Rusk, moved its engrossment. 

On motion of Mr, Cazneau, a call of the House was made, 
and 

On motion of Mr. Edwards of Nacogdoches, the call of the 
House was suspended. 

Mr. Cazneau renewed his motion, for a call of the<House, 
which was rejected. 

Mr. Gray offered to amend the third section of the bill by 
striking out “two” and inserting the words “three.” Also, in the 
fourth section, strike out “one from Harris and Galveston,” 

Amendments adopted. 

Mr. Swift moved to lay thé: bill on the table. 

The yeas and frays being called and a quorum not voting. 

On motion of-Mr. Cazneau, a call of the House was made. 

On motion, Mr.. Willie was excused from the call of the 
House. 
oe Burroughs moved to suspend the further call of ‘the 

ouse. 

Rejected, and the Sergeant at arms despatched for absent 
members. 

On motion of Mr. Gillett, the further call of the House was 
suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Irion, the bill was referred to a select com- 
mittee. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Irion, Dickson, Smith of: Rusk, 
Smith of Harris, Ogden, Edwards of N acogdoches, Cazneau, and 

On motion of Mr. RedgatéMr. Burroughs was added to the 
same committee. 

Mr. Smith of Rusk moveda reconsideration of the vote ta- 
ken this morning, cf laying on the table the Joint Resolution 
for changing the Constitution. 

Motion rejected. Š 

A message was received from the Senate, infotining the 
House, that the Senate had concurred in amendments of the 
following bill. 


< 


Senate concurred in the aena ts to thé Suprenié Court 
bill. 


Messrs. Williamson, Williams, and Miller, committee of con- 


ference, ona bill to provide for the loss of Duplicate Land 
* Warrants. 


, Committee of conference on the Land office bill. 
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Messrs. Grimes, Parker, and Williamson, committee of Cun- 
ference on the bill organizing Justice Cours. 

' Messrs. Wallace and Jewett. 

The Senate concur in the amendments‘to a bill; for'the relief 
of N. Amory. l i 

The Senate refuse to concur in the amendments, to the bill, 
providing for the liquidation and adjustment of the Public 
Debt. . 

A biJl.to be entitled, “An act, for the relief of a minor son 
of ‘Lovel Coffman, with amendments reported by the commit- 
tee on Education, was 

Read a second time and amendments adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Gooch, the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. Barry’s motion, made on yesterday and laid on the tabte 
until to day, for the reconsideration of the vote on the “Reso- 
fution authorizing the Governor -to appoint -thë Field and Stafi 
Officers ofthe volunteer army of Texas,” ‘was taken up, and 
rejécted by the following vote: . 

Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, Barry, Cazneau, Dickson, Edwards 
of San Augtstine, Eddy, Howard, Hudson, Jones, Keenan, 
-McNeill, Ogden, Pease; Perkins, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Sad- 
ler, Stewart, Swift, White, and Williams—22. 

Nays-—Messrs. Adams, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Cooke, _ 
Cronican, ‘Dickson, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Erath, Gray, 
Gillett, Gilliam, Gooch, Irion, Mabry, McFarland, Miller, Milli- 
can, Muckleroy,‘Mullins, Noble, Pattillo, Perry, Railey, Savage, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Tankersly, and Truitt—29. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, supplementary to An act, fo 
establishe the “judicial Districts of the District Courts,” was 
taken up, and on motion of Mr. Edwards of Nacogdoches, laid 
on the table. 

A Joint Resolution requiring the Governor to procure the 
plates upon which the Promissory Notes and Exchequer Biils 
of the late-Republic of Texas were printed.” 

Read a second time and ordered to be engrossed. — 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, rule suspended—bill read a third 
time and passed. l l ' 

On motion of Mr. Tankersly, the bill'establishing a General 
Land Office, was taken up, and 

‘On motion of Mr. Tankersly'a committee of conference, te` 
take into consideration the subject matter of disagreement þe- 
tween the two Houses. ~ 
Fhe chair appointed the'same committee, viz: Messrs, Tan- 
kersly, Gillett,.and Perry. . 
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Mr. Tankersly, asked tobe excused from serving on said 
committee, which was granted him. 

And the chair appointed Mr. Brown. 

On motion of Mr. Tankersly, the House adjourned until half, 
past eight o’clock, to-morrow, a. m. . 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
May 9th, 1846. 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names: ° 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry,.Charlton, Cooke, Cronican, 
Dickson, Durham, Eehols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Erath, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Irion, Jonés, 
Keenan, McClarty, McFarland, Miller, Millican, Muckleroy, 
Mullins, Noble, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Red- 
gate, Russell, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Har- 
ris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, White, 
Williams, and Willie. 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

Mr. Russell, chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
reported that they had examined : 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the Colorado 
Mining Company. Also, 

“A Joint Resolution, requiring the Governor to procure the 
plates upon which the Promissory Notes and Exchequer Bills 
of the late Republic of Texas were printed;” and find the 
same correctly engrossed. Which report was read and adopted. 

Mr. Irion made the following report, which was read and 
adopted : 
May 8th, 1846. 

To the Honorable W. H. Bourland, o 
Sneaker of the House of Representatives: 
The Select committee, to which was referred a bill entitled, 
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“An act, to organize the volunteer forces, čalled into. the ser- 
vice of the United States, by the late Proclamation of the 
Governor:” ~ 

Have considered the same, and herewith report a substitute 
for the same, and recommend its adoption. . 

In reporting this substitute,a majority of the committee 
believe that they do no more than justice to those who may go 
out as volunteers in defence of the country. They believe 
them to be freemen, who know their-rights, and who are wil- 
ling to battle not only against usurpation and wrong from 
abroad, but at the same time will adjust and maintain them 
with the utmost tenacity at home. From the situation of the. 
country, therefore, and the fact that many of those who will 
respond to the call, have been out together, and, already know 
each other, the committee believe they will be fully competent 
and well qualified to select men who will lead them on in the 
hour of trial andtime of need. They believe, by giving them 
this privilege, they will be more efficient, better satisfied, and 
more zealous in the prosecution of the war. For these and 
many other reasons, the committee recommend the substitute 
to the favorable consideration of the House, and ask to be dis- 
charged from-any further investigation of the same. 

[Signed] l VAN TRION, 


Chairman. 


Mr. Willie made the following report, which was read and 
adopted : , j i 
Commitrre Room, 

i May 9th, 1846. 
To the Honorable President of the Senate, and 
Speaker of. the House of - Representatives : 

The committee of Conference, upon a bill entitled, “An act, 
to amend the first section of an act, approved fourteenth Jan- 
uary, A.:D:, eighteen hundred and forty, entitled, an act, au- 
tharizing the issuing of Duplicate Land Warrants, Discharges 
and Certificates for Head-right claims, upon certain conditions,” 
having conferred together, recommend that the Senate adopt 
the substitute, as proposed and passed by the House. 

[Signed] WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 
o Chairman on the part of the Senate. 
J. WILLIE, 
Chairman on the part of House 
of Representatives. 
Mr., Stewart intreduced the following resolution : 
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Resolved, That the Enrolling Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, be authorized to employ such assistance as may be 
necessary to complete the enrolling of the bills passed, to be 
paid for out of the appropriation made for contin gent expenses. 

Read and adopted. 

~. Mr.’ Willie made the following report, which was read and 
adopted : 
“COMMITTEE Room 
May 9th, 1846. 
To the Honorable V.. H. Bourland, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The undersigned, Chairman of the Select committee, to whom 
was referred a “Joint Resolutien, for the relief of Augustus 
Williams,” begs leave to report, that at the request of Mr. 
W illiams, he returns the resolution to‘thé -House—there being 
no time left to give to the claim a proper investigation. 


[Signed] -. J. WILLIE. 


Mr. Gray made the following ‘report, which was read and 

adopted : 
Committers Room, 
- -May 8th, 1846. 
To the Honorable Speaker of the’ 
_ House of Representatives: 

The committee on the Judiciary, have considered a bill with- 
outa title, but intending to’protect volunteers-in the service-of 
the country, and instruct me to report the enclosed substitute 
therfor, to be entitled, * An act, for the protection of volunteers 
in actual service.” ' 

The adoption -and-passage- ef which, they respectfully re- 
commend. f 

[Signed] ‘ l Peis W, GRAY. 


« Chairman. 


On motion of ‘Mr. Mabry, the bill providing for'the protection 
of the volunteers in actual service, was taken up, and billread 
a second time. , l 

Mr. Gilliam moved-to insert, after the words “Court,” or 
“ Justice of the Peace,” which was adopted, and the bill or- 
dered to’ be engrossed, and 

On motion of Mr: Mabry, “thé rule was suspended—~bill read 
a third time. 

Mr. Darham moved to insert in the” caption, after the word 
“voluntcers,” “and‘drafted men;” and 
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In the second section, after the word “volunteer,” the words 
'“ drafted men,” which was adopted, and the bill passed. 
Mr. Gray made the: following report, which was read. .and 
laid on the table; together with the accom penne Ris 
COMMITTEE Room, 
i ` May ‘7th, 1846. ! 
To the. Honorable -Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 

: The committee on the Judiciary have*been wholly vnable te 
act on the.many bills, which have beea referred to them. 

- The following bills seem to be of some general importance, 
on. which; however, the committee have not had time to act— 
they, therefore, beg leave to return the bills back for the action 
of. the: House : 

First. 2 A bill to pr ovide for the vesting in the State escheat- 
ed preperty.” 

Seeond. A bill to provide for the: transfer of Judicial pro- 
ceedings, from old to new-counties. 

Third. An act, describing the mode of obtaining and estab- 
lishing land certifi cates. 

Fourth. A bill, requiring Clerks of the County Courts, 
Clerks of the District Courts, Sheriffs, County Treasurers, and 
-County Surveyors or their: lawful Deputies, to reside at the 
county Seat. 

[Signed] l P. W. GRAY, 

à Chairman. 

Mr. Rayner and others, -made the ne report: 


Commirree Rooms } 
May 8th, 1846. 
To the Honorable Wi3?. Bourland, 
‘Speaker of the House of Repr esentatives: 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, have had before 
-them the claims of sundry persons, and the various relief bills 
and Joint Resolutions, which have been from time to titne re- 
' ferred to them by the House. 

Your committee are fully informed that many of these claims 
are just, and to the consideration of the propriety or expedi- 
ency of the Legislature making provision for their payment, 
they have devoted much time and ‘thought ; ‘but: after mature 
deliberation, they have felt themselves impelled to the conclu- 
sion that it is inexpedient for the Legislature to take any action 
thereon...” Itis evident that itis impossible for any committee, 
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however activein their enquiries, to have, during the short pe- 

riod allotted to their labors, sufficient time or means to obtain 

an accurate, or even a general knowledge of all the claims 

which may be presented to the Legislature; and it is thence 
obvious, that there should-be instituted a proper tribunal, with 

sufficient power to investigate and, pass over all claims or de- 

mands against the Republie of Texas. 

Deeming it probable that some court or tribunal of this 
character would be formed, your committee have deferred 
making any report to the House until this late moment. A 
bill having -been passed previous, for the “examination and 
methodical arrangement of all claims,’ it is unnecessary for 
your committee to longer delay their report. However much 
the committee may have felt disposed to .have awarded relief 
in particular cases, they fear the resources of the Government. 
—now alone derived from taxation and license—-would not be 
adequate to its support, (and it may be a reasonable conclu- 
sion.) They have considered it altogether inadvisable to appro- 
priate any monies otherwise, until this fact can.be ascertained. . 
Your committee feel deeply for the situation of many of the 
claimants, and have every desire to award them the relief 
claimed; but it will be seen from our present condition, that 
it is impossible that any relief or payment can be made at this 
time, in money, to any one, however just or meritorious the 
claim. The support of the Government—an institution whose 
benefits are felt by all, and enjoyed byall—is at all times a 
consideration of a high- character. With these views, your 
committee ask leave to return all the claims and papers to the 
House, and recommend that the parties have leave to withdraw 
thesame. Allof which is respectfully submitted. 
~ (WM. S. RAYNER, 

A. J. RUSSELL, , 
Z. WM. EDDY, 
GEO. WM. ADAMS, 

| JAS. TRUIT, 

[Signed] < N. Y. CHARLTON, 
“ | DAVID C. DICKSON, 

DANIEL MUCKLEROY 
A. SWIFT, 
SAML. J. REDGATE, 

(WM. T. SADLER. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, to lay the report on the table, the 
vote stood: 

Yeas —Mess7s. Brath, Miller, and Willie—2. 
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Nays—Messrs, Speaker, Adams, Brown, Charlton, Clark, 
Cronican, Dickson, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Irion, 
Jones, Keenan, Mabry, - McFarland, McNeill, Muckleroy, Mul- 
lins, Noble, Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Perry, Perkins, Railey, 
Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Savage, Stewart, Smith.of Harris, 
smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, and White—43. 

So the motion to lay on the table, was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the report was adopted, 

The yeas and nays being salled, stood: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Charlton, 
Clark, Cronican,.Dickson, Echols, Edwards ot Nacogdoches, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Gilliam, Gooch, Irion, 
Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McFarland, MeNeill, Miller, Millican, 
Muckleroy; ‘Mullins, Noble, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, 
Railey, Rayner, Redgate,-Russell, Ryburn, Savage, Stewart, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of-Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, 
Truit, White, and Williams—45. . 

Nays—Messrs. Howard, Ogden, and Willie—3. 

By leave; Mr. Durham recorded his vote in the affirmative of 
the question just taken.—Mr. Stewart made the following re- 
port, which was read and adopted : 

To the Honorable, the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Contingent-Expenses, have deemed it their 
duty to enqhire into the amount of the expenses of this Legis- 
lature, and for this purpose, have obtained, from the Comp- 
troller, a bill or account of the same, amounting to two thou- 
sand four hundred and nine dollars and .seventy-two cents. 
The committee deem it advisable that the same should be pub- 
lished with the other expenses of the Legislature, and there- 
fore recommend the adoption of th following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Comptroller of Public Accounts, be re- 
quired to publish, immediately after the adjournment of this 
Legislature, in some newspaper, printed at the seat of Govern- 
ment, an amount of the contingent and all other expenses of 
` the Legislature—in which shall-appear the several items of 
each bill or expenditure. 

Which resolution is respectfully submitted. 

[Signed] - €. BeSTEWART, 

Chairman committee on Contingent Expenses. 
JAMES CRONICAN, 
BERRY H. DURHAM, 
Z WM, EDDY. -: 
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Abill to be- entitled, “ An act, to ascertain the Public Debt 
of. the late Republic of Texas,’ was taken up and laid on the 
table, i 

On 'motion.of Mr. Miller, until three o’elock; Monday, r. m.- 

On motion of Mr«Miller, thatthe House adhere to its amend- 
ments to a bill, originating in the Senate, relative to the Public 
Debt, was decided in the affirmative, by the-foHowing vote”. 

Yeas—Messrs. .Barry,- Brown, Gharlton, Clark, -Cronican, 
Dickson, Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gilliam, 
Howard, Irion, Keenan, MéClarty, Miller, Millican, Muckleroy, 
Mullins, Noble, Pease, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Savage, 
Stewart, Smith of Harris, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, White, 
and Willie—32. ; 

Nays-—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Dupree, Durham, Erath, 
Gooch, Iriony Mabry, McNeill, Ogden, Pattillo, Railey, Rayner, 
Smith of Rusk, Swift, and Williams—16. 

Mr. Sublett meved to add Messrs. Jones, Gray, and Perkins, 
to the committee of Conference, on a billiso erganize a Gener- 
al.Land Office. 

Mr. Tankersly moved a call of the House, 

Which, on motion of Mr, Clark, was suspended. 

A message was received from his Excellency, the Governor, 
returning to the House a “Joint Resolution for the relief of 
Charles B. Snow,” with his objections in writing __ 

Mr. Mabry moved to strike out Mr. Gray’s name, in the pro- 
posed addition to the'eommittee of Conference. 

Mr. Ogden moved to lay all the proceedings, had in relation 
to the committee of Conference,-on the' table. 

Mr. Keenan moved a reconsideration of the vote, appointing 
a committee ef conference on the’ Land Office bill. 

The question. was taken, whether or not Mr. Kéeenan’s motion 
should be-put to the House, and-decided in the affirmative: 

The question then was taken vn reconsidering the vote, and ` 
earried., ' 

On motion of -Mr. Echols, that the’ House adjourn until half 
past two o’clock. 

Rejected.. ' 

A message was received from vhe' Senate, informing the 
House. That they had passed a bill to be entitled. - 

“An act, defiinng the office and dutiesof Sheriffs,” with 
amendments.: 

Alsu. 

A bill, to be entitled, An act, to define more definitely the 
Western Boundary of Milam County.” Also, 
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A bill, to be entitled,.“An act, to incorporate the town of 
Cr ockett, ” with amendments. 

And have indefinitely: postponed a bill, entitled, “An. act, to 
prevent slaves from hiring their own time.” 

And-have adopted the report of the committee of Canference 
reconsidering the-adoption of the substitute to.the-bill, to amend 
the first section of “An act, approved the fourteenth of Janua- 
‘ry, eighteen-hundred and iorty. authorizing the issning of. Du- 
plicate Discharges, Land Warrants, and Head right Certificates, 
upon certain, conditions.” Also, 

Haead,concurred in the amendments. of the House to anact 
entitled, “ An act, to define the time of holding Courts in. the 
several Judicial Districts.” Also, 

Had added Messrs. Burleson, Bagby, and Phillips, tothe,com- 
mittee of Conference, recommending the amendments of the 
Senate, to the bill, providing for the transfer of administra- 
tions from old to new counties.” 

Question, was taken on the adoption of the enon made on 
yesterday, to appoint a committee of Conference on the bill to 
organize the General Land Office,and said.motion was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, Mr. Railey was.-granted leave-of 
absence for the remainder of the session. 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, the House Gona until half- 
past two.o’clock, P. m. 


HALF-PAST TWO 0° CLOCK, P. Me” 


House met. pursurant to adjournment. 

Roll calledandthe following members answered totheirnames: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, “Barr y, Brown, Charlton, :Clarke, 
Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Na- 
cog'doches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, 
Gillet, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Keenan, ‘Mabry, 
McClarty, McNeill, Miller, Millican, M uckleroy, Mullins, Noble, 
Ogden, Pattilo, Pease, Perkins, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Ry- 
burn, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, 
Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, “White, and Williams. 

Quorum present. 

A bil! to be entitled, “ An act, sto incorporate the’ Colorado 
Mining Company. ` 

Read a'third time. 
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: And the yeas and nays being demanded on its final passage, 
stood as follows: ~ 

Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Barry, Brown, Cazneau, Cronican, 
Dupree, Durham, Echols, Eddy, Erath, Gillet, Gilliam, Gooch, 
Mabry, McClarty, Miller, Muekleroy, Mullins, Noble, Perry, 
Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Savage, Smith of Rusk, Swift, and 
White—26. 

MNays—Messrs. Speaker, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Diekson, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Gray, Irion, Keenan, McFarland, 
McNeill, Millican, Perkins, Railey, Sadler, Smith of Harris, 
Truit, and Williams—18. 

So the bill was lost on its final reading. 

On motion of Mr. Echols, the communication, received this 
morning from his Excellency, the Governor, was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. White, the same was laid on the table for 
one hour. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


. The bill to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the town of. 
Crockett,” with amendments from the Senate, was taken up. ' 

The House concurred in the first, third, fourth, and fifth, and 
rejected the second amendment. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act;-defining the duties and office 
of Sheriffs,” with amendments from the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the first amendment was amended, 
by striking out the-word “ Deputy,” and amendment concur- 
red in. 

Second amendment concurred in. 

The third amendment was rejected. 

The yeas and nays being demanded, stood: 

Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Brown, Chralton, Clark, Cronican, 
Dickson, Edwards of San Augustine, Gooch, Howard, Keenan, 
Mabry, McClarty, McFarland, Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, Perry, 
Railey, Savage, Smith of Rusk, Truit, and White—22. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Barry, ‘Cazncau Cooke, Dupree, 
Echols, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Irion, Jones, McNeill, 
Miller, Millican, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Redgate, Russell, Ry- 
burn, Sadler, Smith of Harris, Swift, Williams and Willie—26. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, for the relief of A. J. Yates.” 

Read a first time and passed. 

“Joint Resolution, for the relief of the heirs John Welchmeyer.” 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Mabry, passed to its third reading, * 
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Mr. Gillett, moved the suspension’of the rule, which was re- 
jected. . 

On! motion of Mr. Tankersly, the following communication, 
was taken up from His Excellency the Governor, together with 
the bill for the relief of C. B. Snow, and read 


#3 
i _ Executive DEPARTMENT, 
i Austin May 9, 1846. * 


The Executive has examined and considered the- Joint Reso- 
lution for the relief of Charles B. Snow, which originated in 
the House of Representatives, and passed on the fourth instant 
and herewith returns the same, without his approval for the 
following reasons, to wit: The eighth séction of the General 
provisions of the Constitution, declares that, “No appropriation 
for private or individual purposes, shall be made without the 
concurrence of two thirds of both Houses of the Legislature;” 
and- the resolution comes to the Executive without any evi- 
dence that it was passed by that majority. 


; he 

It is true that the seventh section of the General previsons” 
of the constitution, declares that the Legislature shall provide, 
by law, for the compensation of all officers Servants, Agents, 
and public contractors, not provided for by the constitution,” and 
the same séction. provides, that-it. Shall not be construed so 
as to affect the claims of persons against-the Republic of Tex- 
as, existing before the formation of the State constitution.— 
But the whole object and being of the last named section, is 
not very clear, and after considering the two sections of the 
constitution referred to, the Executive has come to the conclu- 
sion, that the resolation under consideration, can be disposed 
of properly by considering alone, the said eighth section. 


If the seventh section of the Gereral provisions of the Con- 
stitution, has any bearing on eases like the one now before the 
Executive, it is only to declate the right of the Legislature to 
make an appropriation for the payment of the debt’claimed to 
be due: but still the eighth section referred to,lays down the 
rules by which the Legislature is to be governed in making ap- 
propriations forall individual purposes of this sort, and unless 
the last named section was intended to apply to cases like the 
‘one now before the Executive, it would seem to him, to be 
without meaning and useless. The resolution is therefore re- 
turned to the Legislature for their further-‘consideration. 


[Signed | _ J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 
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Mr. Willie moved that the’ bill pasg.over, the veto, and the 
yeas and nays being demanded, stood: . 

¥Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Burroughs, Cazneau, Clark, Cooke, 
Cronican, Dupree, Durham, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Erath, 
Gillett, Gilliams, Gooch, Howard ‚irion, Jones, Keenan, ‘Mabry, 
McClarty, Pattillo, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Redgate, Sav- 
age, Sadler, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Switt p Tankersly, White, 
Wiliams, and Willie—34. 

Nays—Messrs. Brown, Charlton, Dickson, Echols, McFar- 
land, McNeill, Miller, Milllcan Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble 
Russell, Smith of. Rusk, and Truit—14. 


So the bill passed by a constitutional majority. 

‘Che following message was received from the Senate, through 
their Secretary Mr. Bee. ,viz:. The Senate, with the concurrence 
of the House, had rescinded the resolution to adjourn on the 
eleventh instant. Also, 

That they had adopted a resolution, with consent of the 
House, to adjourn on the fourteenth Instant. Also, 

That they had passed “A bill to be entitled, An act, defining 
the duties of District Attorneys, with amendments. Also, 

A bill to prevent retailers of spiritous or vinous liquors, from 
furnishing slaves therewith, without the written consent ‘of the 
master or overseer of said slaves Also, 

That Messrs. Williamson and McKinney were appointed a 
committee of conference, on the bill to provide ‘fox the adjust- 
ment and liquidation of thé Pablic Debt; and, 

Have adopted the report of the committee of conference, on 
the bill organizing Justices Courts. 

The following report was received from Mr. Willie, chair- 
man of the committee of conference, on the bill organizing , 
Justices Courts, which was read, and adopted. 


COoOmMITTEE Room 


May 9; 1846.+:- 


To the Honorable A. C. Horton, 
. President cf the Senate and, `’, 
Wo». H. Bourland, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: - 

The committee of conference, appointed on the bill entitled 
“An act, to organize Justices Courts,” have considered, the 
same, and recommend the following amendment: 

Strike out “Twenty-five Dollars” i in the: fifth section, and, in- 
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sert in the place thereof, “Fifty. Dollars;? atid also recommend ` 
the passage of the bill. . . 
[Signed] WM. M. WILLIAMS, 
l ` Chairman on the part of the Senate. 
J. WILLIE 
Chairman on part of the House. 


Mr: Dickson moved to take up the Resolution from. the -Sen- 
ate, rescinding the Resolution to adjourn on theeleventh inst. 
A call of the House was made, and 
On motion of Mr. Cazneau,.the call was suspended. 
Mr. Cazneau, moved to lay the Resolution.on the table until 
three o’clock. r. mM., monday... 
Yeas and nays were called, and-a quorum not voting. 
On motion of Mr. Gray, to amend the Resolution of the Sen- 
ate as follows: . l 
Provided, that no bill or joint resolution; except such as is 
now. before the Legislature, shall be acted on-unless by unani- 
mous consent; which was rejected. 
Question, recurring on the adoption of the Senates resolution, 
was taken and decided inthe negative, by the following vote: 
Yeas—Messrs, Adams Cooke, Cronican Dupree, Durham, 
* Edwards of San Augustine, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Irion, Keen- 
*an, McClarty, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Millican, Pease, 
` Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Smith of Rusk, Stew- 
art, Truit, and Willie—25.:.. 
Nays—Messrs, Speaker, Barry, Brown, Butroughs, Cazneau, 
Charlton, Clark, Dickson; E¢hols, Edwards of Nacogdoches 
Eddy, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Jones, Mabry, Muckleroy, Mut. 
lins, Noble, Ogden, Paittillo, Railey, Sadler, Savage, Smith of 
Harris, Swift,.Tankersly, White, and Williams—29, 
Andon motion of Mr. Tankersly, the resolution to adjourn 
on the fourteenth instant,-was laid on,the table. 
Mr. Burroughs, moved to adjourn until Monday, nine o’clock, 
which was rejected; and on motion of Mr. Tankersly, the House 
adjourned until half past seven o'clock, P; m- 4 


BALF ‘PAST BEVRN O'CLOCK, 


House met purmant to adjournment, 


sy ag A WH ss te AF 


aid aide ret dara E 
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Roll called and the following members answered to their, 
names: i 

Messis. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Cazneau, 
Charlton, Clarke, Dickson, ‘Dap ree, Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Erath, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, 
Hudson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McFarland, 
McNeill, Miller, Millican, Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, Ogden, 
Pease, Perki 8, Perr Ys Railey, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Sad ` 
ler, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris,. Se of Rusk, Swift, 
S ublett, Tankersly, and Truit. 

Quorum present, 

On motion of -Mr. Tankersly, a eee af conference was 
appointed to act with a like committee, on the part of the Sen- 
` ate, ona bill to provide for the adjustment of the Public Debt. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Tankersly, Howard, and Sub- 
lett, said committee. l 

‘ir. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported that t they had examined: 

A bill to be-entitled, “An act regulating the ie of coun- - 
ty Treasurer,” Also, 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, to onde for the publication 
of the Laws of the State.” Also, 

A bill to be-entitled, “An act, regulating the manner of run- . 
ning county lines.” Also, 

A billto. be entitied, “An act, requiring the commissioner of 
the General Land: Office, to issue patents upon unconditional 
Head right certificates for Land.” Also, 

A bill ta be entitled, “An act, regulating appeals to the $u- 
preme Court in criminal cases.” Also, 

A: bill te -be entitled. “An .act, providing how the counties, 
made by this Legislature, out of the’ tert ory of Nacogdoches 
county shall pay their portion ofthe debt of said county” of 
Nacogdoghes. Also, 

A Dil to be entitled, “An act, authorizing the County Court 
of Brazoria county, to have a Duplicate made of Record Book, 
"C. of said county” 

-AnG find the same correctly enrolled. 

Having been signed by the President of the Senate, and 
Speaker ‘of the House.of Representatives, were this day pre- 
sented to His Excellency, the Governor, for his approval.” 

Which report was read and adopted. 
ee leave, Mr, Tankersly,: verbally reported bask to the 

ouse; 


“A bill regulating the salaries of memeeUHie Officers.” Also, 
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A bill authorizing the Comptroller of Public Accounts, to 
zettle with defaulting Sheriffs.” < 

Which.report was read and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, defining the duties of District 
Attorneys,” with amendments from the Senate, was taken up. 

Mr. Gilliam moved that the House concur in the amend- 
ments of the Senate. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, that they had concurred in the -amendments of the 
House, toa bill defining the duties of Probate Courts, and had 
refused to concur in the amendments of the House to a bill in- 
corporating the Town of Crockett,” and had appointed Messrs. 
Parker, and Philips a committee of conference on said bill. 

Mr. Dupree moved to amend the amendments of: the Senate 
to “A bill, defining the duties of District Attorneys, by inserting 
the words, “and for every such defence, he shall be allowed a 
Tax fee of twenty-five dollars, to be paid out-of the State 
Treasury.” 

Which was rejected. 

Question, recurring on the first amendment; was taken and © 
decided in the negative, by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Brown, Charlton, Cooke, Cronican, . 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Gray 
-Gilliam, Gooch, Irion Keenan, Mabry, McFarland, McNeill, 
Muckleroy, Mullins, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Savage, Smith of 
Rusk, Swift, and Sublett—24. 

Nays—Messrs. Barry, Borroughs, Cazneau, Clark; Dickson, . 
Durham, Echols, Erath, Howard, Hudsos, Meflarty p Miller, 
Millican, Noble, Ogden, Pease, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Sad- 
ler, Stewart, Smith-of Harris, Tankersly, and Truit—25. 

Question taken on concurring in the additional amendments, 
and the third, fourth and- fifth, amendments concurred in, and 
refused to concur in the first, second, and sixth amendments. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, a committee of conference was. ap- 
pointed on the bill to incorporate the town of Crockett, where- 
upon the chair appointed, Messrs. Miller, Clark, and Ivion, said 
committee. 

Mr. Burroughs, by leave, presented two petitions, which 
were referred tothe committee on Public Lands, without read- 
ing. : 
On motion of Mr. Gooch, the bill for the benefit of James. 
Goffman, deaf and dumb son of Lovel Coffman, was taken up, 

Bill read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed. i 
Mr. Gooch moved to.suspend the rule, which was rejected. 
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Mr. Burroughs moved a reconsideration of the vote, refo- 
sing to suspend the rule which motion was carried in the af- 
firmative, and the question taken on suspending the rule, arid 
decided in the negative. 

Mr. Miller made the following TE 
Honorable Wm. H. Bourland, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee of conference ,to whom was referred “An act, 
to incorporate the Town of Crockett,” have examined the same, 
and recommend thatthe House concur in the amendments of 
- the Senate. 

- {Signed] ISAAC. PARKER, 
+ Chairman on part of the Senate, dnd . 

5. A. MILLER, 
Chairman on part of ‘the House. 


Report was réad and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the bill for the relief of ae 
Hicks,” was taken up, 

Read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Perkins moved to suspend the rule. 

Mr. Howard moved thar the House adjourn until Monday, 
Go'cleck. Rejected. 

Mr. Russell moved the. House adjourn until.Monday, eight 
clock, acm. Rejected 

Mr. Gillett, moved thé House anjourn until Monday morning 
-half-past eight: o'clock, ¿which motion was Carried and the- 
House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, n 
May llth, 1846, - 


The House met, pursuant to añjournment. 
The roll was called, and the following members answesed 
to their names: 
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Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, 
Cooke, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Echols, Edwards of 
Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Aligiistine, Had Erath, Gillet, 
Gilliam, Gooch, Hudson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McFar- 
land, McNeill, Miller, “Millican, Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, 
Perkins, Perry, Redgate, Railey, ‘Rayner, Russell, Ryburn, 
Savage, Stewart: Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sub- 
lett, Tankersley, Truit, White, Williams, and Willie. i 

A quorum being present, the House proceeded to business. 

Mr. Howard presented ‘the petition of sundry citizens of 
Castro’s Colony, praying for the formation of a new County, 
which was’ read and referred to the comnmitteée on County 
Boundaries. 

Mr. Russell, chairman of the committée on ‘Enigrossed bills, 
made the following report, which was read and adopted: 


Committer Room, 
“May 11th, 1846. § 
To the Honorable W. H. Bourland, 
Speaker of the House of Repr esentatives: 

The committee on Engrossed bills, have examined “the fol- 
lowing bills: 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act; to” protect -volunteers in ac- 
tive service, or drafted men.’ 

An act; for the benefit of ‘Milton Hicks. 

And find the same correctly- engrossed. _ 

[Signed] A. J. RUSSELL, 


Chairman. 


Mr. Eddy made the following Peport, which was read and 
adopted : 


' House or REPRESEN TATIVES, 


“May 11th, 1846. 5 
To the Honor able Wm. H. Bourland, . 
Speaker ‘of the House'of Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed bilis, have examined : 
A bill for the relief of James- Coffinan, s son of Lovel Coff- 
man of Red River county. 
And find the Same correctly engrossed. 
[Signed] Z. WM. EDDY, 
One of the Committee. 


Mr. Smith of Rusk,-and others, made the following report, 
which was read and Taid’ on the table, to come.up- one the 
orders of the day: 
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Commirres Room, 
May 9th, 1846. 
To the Honorable Wm. H. Bourland, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Public Lands, ha¥e to report baek to the 
House, the Senate’s bill. entitled, “An act, requiring the hold- 
ers of land claims to locate the sarne.” 

The committee do not perceive any advantage or disadvant- 
age, likely to result from the passage of the bill. The bill 
provides that the holders of land claims, shall locate the same, 
on or before the.first day of May, eighteen hundred and forty- 
eight. Before,that period arrives, the Legislature will have 
convened, and, in all probability, will then extend the time be- 
yond the limit prescribed in this bill. 

`The committee respectfully report the bill back tothe House 


for its-consideration. 

JAMES SMITH, 

C. B. STEWART, 

o ee 

; . B. ERATH, 
[Signed] W. T. ECHOLS, 
|G. W. ADAMS, 

Paes JONES, 

åA., McNEILL. 


Mr. Stewart, and others, made the following report, which 
was read and laid on the table, to come up among the orders 
of the day. - 

COMMITTEE Room, 
May. 9th, 1846. 
To the Honorable W. H. Bouriand, l ; 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Public Lands, have had before them, and 
have duly considered the following petitions and bills, to wit: 

Petitions of Thomas Chaudvin; of the heirs of John C. 
Grace, Edward J. Johnson, and Richard Dirvey; of John 
Sanders, of P. Jenks Mahan, of Robert H. Real; of N. R. Mal- 
lins; of John Sansberry; of Thos, D. Maltby; of Robt. Bell, 
of Thomas Herth. Some of the.petitioners pray for relief by 
‘bounties of land, for disabling wounds received inthe service 
of the country; and the others pray that their honorable dis- 
charges, may be taken as part evidence of their ight to lands, 
when they are not.able tojntroduce oral testimony, &c., &c., 
before the Boards of Land Commissioners, as is now required 
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by law, for the relief of beth of these classes of petitioners. 

The committee, some time since, prepared and reported a 
bill to the House, entitled, “ An act, providing for the relief o 
persons who have been permanently disabled, in the service 
of the country.” l 

Also, the petition of W. E: Houth. relief for whom is con- 
tained in an aet, passed by the Legislature, authorizing patents 
to þe issued upon unconditional certificates. 

Also, the petition of Basil J. Igans, whose case is already 
proyided for in the Land Law of December fourteenth, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-seven, section thirty-eight, page seventy- 
four. Petitions of A. W. Springer, Jacob Ricker, R, S. Green; 
these petitioners are respec*fully referred to the provisions of 
the Constitution of the State of Texas, article eleven, section 
second., Petition of B. H. H. Butts—so far as the committee 
are able to determine upon the merits of this claim, petitioners 
case is.provided for in the Land Law of December-fourteenth; 
eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, section thirty, page sever- 
ty-two, which provides that “all officers and soldiers, who en- 
gaged in the service of Texas, previous to the first of March, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-seven. and whose families may 
arrive within twelve months from the date of their diseharges, 
shall be entitled to the same quantity of land, as they would 
have been entitled to, -if their families had emigrated to the 
country with them.” A certificate from the War Department, 
. showing that petitioner entered as a Lieutenant into the service 
of.the Republic of Texas, on the thirteenth day of August, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six, is the only evidence before 
the committee. 

Petition of Caroline Staple, Lucy Chayson, etc., by Attorney, 
Jno. P. Border. Remedy for loss of Field Notes. Case is em- 
braced in an act passed: by this Legislature. . | 

Petition of Burrell J.. Thompson: The petitioner prays for 
& patent upon a survey made before the declaration of inde- 
pendence. Petitioner is respectfully referred to provisions 
contained in the Land Law of December fourteenth, eighteen 
handred and thirty-seven; section nineteen, page sixty-nine. 
Petition of Thomas M. Wilson, as Attorney for the heirs of 
Caldwell Carson. The committee are unable, from the evi- 
dence filed before them, to determine in regard to the right of 
the deceased? Act forthe relief of Wm. A. Barnes, requiring 
the Board of Land Commissioners of Robertson county, toin- 
vestigate the claims of Mr. Barnes, to one-third of a league of 
land. . The bill before mentioned, prepared and reported by 
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the committee, it is presumed, would embrace this casem 
An act for the relief of purchasers of innocent land certifi- 
cates is returned, as its provisions embrace objects, which can- 
not be maturely ‘considered by the committee, before the ad-, 
journment of the Legislature. 

An actauthorizing surveys in one county, to be recorded in - 
the county wherein the lands surveyed prove to lie, provided 
there be no conflicts. The objects of this bill are contained ` 
in a bill from theSenate. 

*Allof which, is respectfully submitted by your committee. 
. (JAMES SMITH, 
©. B. STEWART, 
CHAS. ene 
: -} W. T. ECHOLS, 
[Signed] * GEO. B. ERATH, 
G. AW. ADAMS, 
HENRY JONES, 
. LA. MeNEILL. 


Mr. Russell introduced a bill to be entitled, “An act; to re- 
quire the county of Cass and a part of Titus county, to pay a 
portion of the county debt of Bowie county.” 

Read a first time. 


“THE ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to: be entitled, “An act,‘for the relief of James “Coff- 
man, deaf and dumb son of Lovet Coffman, of Red River county.” 

Read a third time. 

On motion of Mr, Gooch, the bill was amended, by striking ` 
out the word “ Lexington,” and inserting * Danville.” 

Question, on the final passage of the bill was then taken, and 
yeas and nays being demanded, stood : 

Yeas—Messrs- ‘Speaker, Brown, Gazneau, Cooke, Dupree, 
Durham, Edwards of Nacogdoches, E dwards of San Augus- 
tine, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Jones; Mabry; McFarland, Muck- 
leroy, Ogden, Perkins, Redgate, Switt, White,and W illiams—21. 

Nays— Messrs. Adams; Charlton, Clark, ‘Cronican, Dickson, 
Echols, Gray, Irion, Keenan, McNeill, Miller, Millican, Afullins, 
Noble, Pease, Perry; Railoy, Rayner, Savage, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, and White—24 

So the bill wasrejected. . 

A. bill to be entitled, “ An act, for the-relief of Milton Hicks,” 
was taken up, andrea ad a third time. 
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Mr. Perkins:moved to insert, before the word’ “ Milton,” the 
words ‘heirs of,” which was adopted, and the bill passed by 
the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Brown, Cazneau, Cooke, 
Dupree, Edwards of San Augustine, Erath, Gray, Gilliam, 
Howard, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McFarland, 
Ogden, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Rus- 
sell, Sadlér, Smith of Harris, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, 
White, and Willie—33. ; l 

Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Durham, 
Echols, Gooch, McNeill, Miller,-Millican, Muckleroy, Noble, 
Savage, Smith of Rusk, and Williams—15. 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, authorizing votunteers to elect 
their own officers,” was taken up, 

Read a second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Rule suspended, bill read a third time, and passed by ths 
following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker,- Adams, Brown, - Burroughs, Charl- 
ton, Cooke, Croniean, Dickson, Dupree Durham, Echols, Ed- 
wards of Naergdoches, Edwards of San“ Augustine, Erath, 
Gray, Gillet, Gilliam, Gooch, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, Me- 
Farland, McNeill, Miller, Millican, Muckleroy, Noble, Perry, 
Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Smith of 
Harris; Smith of Rusk,-Sublett, Tankersly, Truit,and Willie—41. 

‘ Nays—Messrs. Howard, Ogden, Swift, and Williams—4. 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act,to prevent retailers of spirit- 
ous or vinous liquors, from furnishing slaves with the same, 
without permission from-their masters or overseers,” was taken 
up, and- a 

Read a first time. 

“A Join Resolution for the relfef of the heirs of Jno.G. 
Welchmeyer,” . 

Was taken up, and ; 

Read a third time, and passed by the following vote : 

Yeas-—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Burroughs, Cazneau, Cooke, 
Dupree, Durham, Erath, Gillet, Gilliam, Gooch, Keenan, Mabry, 
McClarty, McFarland, Ogden, Perkins, Railey, Rayner, Red- 
gate, Russell, Swift, White,and Williams—24. B 

iNays—Messrs. Brown, Charlton, Clark, Dickson, Echols, 
Edwards of San: Augustine, Howard, Irion, Jones, McNeill, 
Miller, Millican, Muckleroy, Noble, Sadler, Savage, Smith of 
Harris, Smith oft Rusk, Sublett,Pruit, and Willie—21. 

Mr. Clark made the following report, which was read and 


adopted: 
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Commirree Room, 
May 11,th 1846, 
Te the Honorable. W. H. Bourland, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on State Afairs, herewith return to the House 
for its action, a bill from the Senate, entitled, “ An act, to fix 
the time for holding the elections for members to the Congress 
of the United States.” 

[Signed] ` E. CLARK, 
Chairman. 

Mr. Erath made the following report, which was read and 
adopted : 

Committee Room, 
May 11th, 1846. 
To the Honorable W. H. Bourland, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The Special committee on Lands, ask leave to report back to 
the House, the accompanying bills; the time fór consideration 
being so short, they ask to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof. 

[signed] G. B. ERATH, 
Chairman. 

List of such bills. j 

I. “An act, for the relief of all persons who have been per- 
manently disabled,” -- 

il. Abillto be entitled, “An act, concerning fraudulent 
land claims.” i 

HI. A bill to be entitled, “An act, to provide for the issuing 
of patents to assignees of al! certificates.” 

IV. Ancther act of the same nature. 

V. “An act, relative to fraudulent land claims.” 

Vi. “An act, for the relief of assignees of certificates.” 

VIL “An act, to restrain colonial contractors from selling 
their premiums or. other land.” . 

A billto be entitled, “An act, requiring the holders of land 
claims to locate the same,” was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Rusk, laid upon the table. 

Mr, Gray made the following .report, which was read and 
adopted: . 

Committee Room, 
May 8th, 1846, 
To the Honorable Speaker of the 
House of Representatives: 
The committee on the Judiciary, have not fally considered a 
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bill to be entitled, “ An act, to facilitate the collection of debts 
| founded on Bonds, Bills, and Promissory Notes.” But from a 
cursory examination of its provisions, a majority have express- 
ed an opinion.unfavorable to the bill. 
The committee recommend that the bill be laid on the table. 
[Signed] P. W. GRAY, 


Chairman. 


Mr. Ogden introduced abill, creating a seal for the Adjutant 
‘Generals oflice. 

Read first time, rule suspended; read’ a second time -and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the rule was further suspended, 
and the bill read a third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, that they had adopted the report of the committee of 
‘Conference, on a bill to incorporate the town of Crockett ;” and 

liave concurred in the amendment of the House, to a bill 
organizing the General Land Office;” and 

Had refased to concur in the-amendments of the House, to & 
bill regulating Sheriffs; and 

Had appointed Messrs. Phillips, and Williams, a committes 
of Conference on said bill; and also, 

Had' passed a bill, authorizing imprisonment in the State 
Penitentiary, for crimes committed against the laws of this 
State Also, 

A bill to be entitled, “ An act, to prevent confusion in Judi- 
cial proceedings, arisiug from the repeal of laws under which 
they were had or accrued.” 


Mr. Stewart introduced the following resolution, which was 
read and laid on the table. 


Resolved, That the sum of dollars be appropriated and 
paid out of the-contingent fund of this: House, for printing the 
captions of the laws passed at this Legislature. 

Mr. Dickson introduced the following resolution : 


“ Be il resolved, That,: with the concurrence of the Senate, 
the two Houses meet in the Hall of the House of Representa- 
tives, at three o’clock, r. m., for the purpose of electing a Com- 
missioner General of the Land Office.” 

Read a first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Sublett, laid on the table. 

Mr. Gray made the following report, which was read and 
adopted : 


4 
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‘Commirrer Room, 
May 11th, 1846... f 
othe Honorable Speaker, 
of the House of Representatives: 

The committe on the Judiciary, from the great press of” bust- 
ness before. them, have been unable to act on thé following 
bills, viz: 

“ A bill, requiring Notaries Public, to procure seals of office 
for the authentication of their official acts:”.' 

“ A bill to prevent Justices of the Peace and Clerks of the 
Court, from issuing Executions. for- the costs, only in civil 
actions.” 

“A bill, to define in what manner Judgements shall operate 
as a lien on real estate.” 

“A bill, to require the,Cormmissioner of the General Land 
Office, to issue patents, in certain cases.” 

“A bill, to suspend the further introduction of emigrants into 
the Colonies, under contracts made with the Presidents of the 
late Republic of Téxas.” 

“A bill, establishing the office of administrator.” 

“A bill, to restrain Clerks and other officers, from colleeting. 
anlawful costs.” 

“ A bill, to prevent the sacrifice of real estate.” 

“ A bill, to authorize persons to dispose of -property:-by will.” 

A bill, to be entitled, “ An act, to prevent the commission of 
crimes and misdemeanors.” 

A bill, to deduct from the salaries- of-the .officers, therein 
named, for neglect of ,duty,”. 

‘A bill, to provide. fer the detection.and punishment, of pub- 
lic defaulters.” . 

“A billto regulate slaves.” 

A bill, to be. entitled, “ An act, to repeal an act, entitled.an 
act, to amend.thé existing laws, in relation to proceedings in 
Probate Couris,approved January thirteenth, eighteen hundred 
and forty-three.” ~*~ 

“An act, to prevent the removal or running of property, 
held by mortgage; to the injury of the mortgagee or his cred- 
itors.” 

A BiHyto be entitled, “ An act, giving concurrent jurisdiction 
tothe District and inferior courts, in certain cases.” 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, legalizing the records of all 
instruments of writing, which have been committed to record, 
upon acknowledgement or proof taken:and certified to, by any 
Judge of any court of the Republic or State of Texas, or be 
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fore any Chief Justice, or: any associate, or Notary Public, or 
Caunty Clerk, of any county in the Republic or State of Texas.” 

A bill, to be entitled,,‘‘ An act, to give notice to legal land 
claimants.” i 

A bill, to be entitled,“ An act, to require certain testimony 
in suits, brought for the recovery of real estate.” 

A bill, to be entitled, “ An act, to authorize the institution of 
guits against the State, for all pecuniary claims.” 

Proposed amendments to the Constitution. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, concerning bonds and.notes.” 

Some of said bills have been provided for in general.bills, 
others are inexpedient at this time, and others are very .objec- 
tionable. E 

The committee return them to the House for its consideration. 

[Signed] o P. W. GRAY. 


Chairman. 


Mr. Russell moved to take up abil, giving concurrent juris- 
diction to the Distriet and inferior Courts, in certain cases. 

Bill read asecond time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the rale-was suspended, bill read 
@ third time. l 

On motion of Mr. Russell, a call-ef the House-was made, and 

On motion of Mr. Gilliam, the call of the House was sus 
pended. 

Question, on the final passage of the bill was taken, and 
carried in the afirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Echols, a committee of Conference was 
appointed on the bill; to define the duties and office of Sheriffs. 

The Chair appointed Messrs. Echols and Howard, said com- 
mittee. i : 

Mr. Howard was excused from serving on the committee of 
Conference, and Mr. Pease substituted. ' 

“A bill, authorizing imprisonment in the Penitentiary, for 
crimes committed against the laws. of this, State,’ was taken. 
up, and 

Read a first time, and _.; eae 

? motion of Mr. Sublett, laid on the tabl, by the following 
yole: x ; ; 

Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, Barry, Brown, Clark, Cooke, Croni- 
ean, Dupree, Edwards of ,Nacogdoches, Erath, Gilliam, Goach, 
Howard, Irion, McClarty; McFarland, Muckleroy, Noble, Ogs 
den, Perkins, Kailey, Rayner, Ryburn, Sadler, Savage, Smith 
af, Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Williams, and Wilhe—29. 
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` Nays—Messrs. Adams, Charlton, Dickson, Durham, Echols, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Hudson, Keenan, Mabry, McNeill, 
Miller, Millican, Pease, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Smith of Har- 
ris, Tankersly, Truit, and White—20. 

Mr. Durham moved the House adjourn, until ‘three o’clock, 
?. M. 

Which motion was rejected. l 
Mr. Russell moved that the bills, reported by the Judiciary 
commitiee, be taken up, and disposed of as the House may 

deem proper. 

On motion of Mr. Sadler, Mr. Russell’s motion was laid on 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill, to be entitled, “ An act, 
providing for the election of members to the Congress of the 
United States,” was taken up. . 

Bill read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, the bill was amerided, ‘by striking 
out “ first‘Monday in September,” and inserting “ first Monday 
in November,” and the bill passed to its third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read a third time and passéd. i 

Mr. Perkins moved a reconsideration of the vote, rejecting 
“a bill for the relief of James Coffman, deaf and dumb son of 
Lovel Coffman, of Red River county.” l 

Mr. Russell moved a call of the House. 

On.motion of Mr. Gilliam, the ¢all was suspended. 


‘ Mr: Clark made the tollowing report, which was- read and 
adopted: 


? | COMMITTEE a 
' May 11th, 1846. 


To the Honorable W. H. Bourland, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : . 

The committee on State ‘Affairs, have had under considera- 
tion, a bill requiring the county of Dallas, to pay a portion of 
the debt of Robertson County, and a majority of the committee 
supposing it would be better to pass a General Law upon the 
subject. embracing all the new counties, and doubting too the 
justice or properly of requiring the new counties to pay a part 
of the debt of the county or counties from which they have 
been formed, have directed me toreturn said bill to the House 
and recommend that it be laid on the table. ‘ 

[Signed] . E. CLARK, 
Chairman. 
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On motion of Mr. Smith of Rusk, the report of Mr. Stewart 
and others, on land claims, was. taken up, and report read and 
adopted. ; ' 

* Mr. Williams introduced a resolution, to adjourn on to day, 
sine die, at twelve o’¢lock, whieh was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Willie, laid on the table. 

Mr. McFarland introduced the following resolution: 

“Resolved by the Legislature of the Stateof Texas; That all 
Petitions, Bills, and Joint Resolutions, which have not received 
a final action, shall be taken up, and ‘be first considered at the 
next meeting of the ensuing Legislature.” 

Read a first time, and laid on the table. 

Mr. McNeill moved the House adjourn, until two o’clock, r. m. 
Rejected. 

Mr. Gillett moved, that the House adjourn, until fifty-nine 
minutes past one o’clock. 

Mr. Mabry moved -the House adjourn, until half-past two 
o'clock. Rejected. mo 
‘ On motion of Mr. Pease, the House took a recess for half an. 

our. g i 

The recess having expired, the House was called to order, 
and a quorum not being present, a motion-was made to adjourn 
until three o’clock, r. m, which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr; Echols, the House adjourned until half-past 


two o'clock, P. M. 


HALF-PAST TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursurant to adjournment. 

Roll called, quorum présent. 

A. message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they had passed, with amendments, the bill to be 
entitled, “An act, to provide for the assessment and collection 
. of Taxes.” Also, 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, to regulate proceedings in the 
District Courts,” with amendments. Also, 
~ That they had receeded from their amendments, to the bill 
ies “An act, to define the duties of District Attorneys.” 

so, -> ` 

That they concur in the amendments of the House, to a bill 
entitled, “An act, to fix the time of holding the election for 
members to the Congress of the United States.” Also, 
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Ti ney had passed a bill to be entitled, “An act, to.fix the pay 
and mileage of the members of the Legislature,” with amend- 
ments. Also, 

Have adopted the report of the committee of Conference on 
the bill entitled, “An act, to define the office and duties of Sher- 
iis.” Also 

A. bill to be entitled, “An. act, for the- aegon of the heirs of 
Milton Heks.” - Also, 

A bill tobe entitled, “A nact, to create-a Land District, com- 
posed of San Patricio and.Nueces.” Also, 

A billto be entitled, “An act, giving concurrent J adeo 
to District and inferior Courts.” 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, to regulate proceedings i in. the 
District Courts,” with. amendments from the Senate,. 

Was taken up, amendments severally read, and fram the first 
to the twenty-first, were-concurred in. 

Twenty-second amendment was rejected. 

t'wenty-third and twenty-fourth were read and concurred. 
in. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
louse, that they had receded from their amendments-to:a bill 
entitled, “An act, to regulate proceedings in the District Courts.” 

Mr. Bur roughs, Chairman of the committee on enrolled bills 
made the following report, which was read and adopted.. 

To the Uonorable Wm. H. Bourland, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the follow- 
ing bills: 

‘An act, to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the town of 
Braunfels.” 

A. bill to be entitled, “An act, to regulate the License and 
Practice of Atterneys and Councellors at law.” 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the city of Aus- 
tin. 33 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to authorize the opening and 
cousirac ction: of a turn pike road, from the city. of Honston to 

the town of Brenham,” 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, tolocate the seat of Justice 
wt Leon County.” 

A bill to be entitled, “An act, todefine, more particularly, the 

western. boundary of Milam County. j 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to incorporate the town: of 

€rockett, in Houston County.” 

-A, bill to be entitled, “An. ast, to incorporate the several conn- 
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ties of the State which now exist,. or: which may hereafter be- 
established.” j 

A bill, to be entitled,. “An act, to-provide for the election of 
Officers in Dallas County.” ` i 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act,to provide forthe Registry of 
deeds and other instruments of writing.” . 

And find the same: correctly enrolled, and being signed by 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and President 
of the Senate, was this day presented to his Excellency, the 
Governor for his approval. 

{Signed} - JAMES M. BURROUGHS, 

Chairman. 
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A bill, to-be entitled, “An act, to provide for the assessment 
and collection of Taxes” with amendments..from.the Senate, 
was taken.up, 

Amendments read, and from the first to-the-fifth, concurred 
im 
On the adoption of the sixth.amendment, the yeas and nays. 

being called, stood: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brown, Burroughs, Dupree, Echols, Edwards 
of’ Nacogdoches, Edwards of San. Augustine, Eddy, Gooch, 
Howard, Irion, Jones, McClarty, Millican, Muckteroy, Noble, 
Pattillo, Perkins, Railey, Rayner, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith 
of Rusk, Sublett, and Truit—25.. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Cazneau, Charlton, 
Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Durham, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, Hud- 
son, Keenan;.Mabry, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Mullins, Og- 
den, Pease, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Smith of Harris, Swift, 
Tankersly,. White, and Williams—29. 

And the sixth amendmént was rejected. ; 

The seventh to.the twelfth.amendment,. were severally read 
and rejected. 

‘The thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth, were concurred in, 
and sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth, were rejected.. 

Mr. Tankersly, moved a call of the House, which was rejec-- 
ted.. : 

On motion of Mr. Dupree,.a-call of the House was made 

-On motion of Mr. Keenan, Mr. Dickson was excused 

On motion of Mr. White, a further call was suspended. 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, the other amendments to the bill 
“to provide for the assessment and collection of Taxes,” were 
rejected; and 

On. further motion,.a committee of _conference-was appointed... 
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-to take into consideration the subject matter of difference be- 
tween the two Houses. 

The Chair appointed Messrs. McNeill, Tankersly and Stew- 
art, said committee. l 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to fix the pay and mileage of 
members of the Legislature,” with amendments from the Sen- 
ate, were read and the House concurred inthe same. ` 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to create a Land District, com- 
posed of the counties of San Patricio and Nueces.” 

Read a first time, and 


On motion of Mr. Stewart, the rule was suspended, and the 


bill read a second and third time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. Bourland, the House took a recess of one 


hour. 

House met, roll called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, 
Cooke, Cronican, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Eddy, Brath, Gilliam, Howard, Hudson, Keen- 
an, Irion, Mabry, McClarty, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Mili- 
can, Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, Pattillo, Perkins, Perry, Ray- 
ner, Redgate, Russell, Savage, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, 
Swiit, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, White, aod Williams. 

Quorum present. 


Mr. Tankersly, moved a reconsidesation of the vote, refu- | 


sing to receive the resolution to adjourn sine die, on to-day— 
which was decided in the affirmative by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Barry, Brown, Charlton, Clark,Cooke, 
Cronican, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San 
Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Gillet, Gilliam,‘Gooch, Hudson, Irion, 
- Keenan, MeClarty, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Millican, 
Huckleroy, Noble, Pease, Perkins, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, 
Russell, Savage, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sub- 
lett, Tankersly, Truit, and Willie—39. 

Ñays—Messrs. Speaker, Frath, Howard, Jones, Mabry, Mul- 
lins, Ogden, Pattillo, Bailey, White, and Williams—11. 

On motion of Mr. Tankersly, the résolution of the Senate, 
to rescind the resolution to adjourn sine die en to-day, was ta- 
ken up; and | g ; 

The question on adopting the same was taken, and decided 
in the affirmative, by the following vote: 

¥Yeas—Messrs. Adams; Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, 
Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dupree, Echols, Edwards of Nacog- 
doches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Gray, Gillet, Gilliam, 
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uvoucu, 1soward, Hudson, Keenan, McCarty, McFarland, Mc- 
Neill, Miller, Millican, Muckleroy Noble, Pease, Perkins, Perry, 
Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, 
Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, Williams, and 
Willie—43. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Cazneau, Jones, Mabry, Mullins, 
Ogden, Pattillo, Railey, and White—9. 

“A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, that they had passed, 

A bill entitled, “An act, forthe protection ef Volunteers,” 
and 

Ilave appointed a committee of conference on a bill entitled, 
“An act, to provide for the assessment of Taxes,” consisting of 
Messrs, Wallace, Robinson, and Phillips. 

Mr. Bourland tendered his resignation, as Speaker of the% f 
House, which 

On motion of Mr. McClarty, was accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Tankersly, the House proceeded to the 
election of a Speaker for the remainder of the Session. 

Mr. Rayner, nominated Mr. Perkins. 

Mr. Burroughs, nominated Mr. Brown. 

Mr. Miller, ‘nominated Mr. Clark. 

The Chair ‘appointed Messrs Jones, Charlton,.and Edwards 
of San Augustine, Tellers. 

Messrs. Brown, and Clark, having declined the nomination. 

The House proceeded to vote by ballot, and upon counting 
out the votes, it appeared that: 

Mr. Perkins had received 42 votes, 


t Brown ‘“ 6 1 (73 
“ Clark “ ʻ, aos 
oh Gooch 63 ‘“s i tt 
th Howard ts $6 -l (14 

Blank * és 1 & 


Mr. Perkins, having received a majourity of all the votes 
given, was declared duly elected Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives for the remainder of the session. 

On motion of Mr, Dupree, a committee was’ appointed to 
conduct the Speaker to the chair. 

The Chair appointed Messrs. Dupree, and Gilliam, ‘said com- 
mittee. 
~ The Speaker elect, was conducted to the chair, and .after 
making a few. appropriate remarks took his seat. 

On motion of Mr. Keenan, leave of abser.ce was-granted M rs. 
Dickson, for the remaindbr ef- the session. 
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Mr. McClarty, moved that the. House adjourn until to-morrow 
“morning. nine o’clock, which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. McClarty, the House adjourned until.to- 
„morrow morning, eight o'clock. 


=+ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, } 
May 12th, 1846. § 


House met,parsuant to adjournment. 

Roll called, and the following members answered to their 
names : 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Clark, 
Cooke, Cronican, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gilliam, Howard, Hudson, 
Irion, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, 
Millican, Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, Pattillo, Perry, Rayner, 
Redgate, Russell, Savage, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, 
Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, White, and Williams. i 

Quorum present. 

The House proceeded to business. 

A message was received from the Senate, ione the 
House, that they had passed: 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, making appropriations for 
the support of the Government, for the years eighteen hundred 
and forty-six and eighteen hundred and forty- seven,” with 
amendments, Also, 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to-define the office and duties 
of Constables,” 

‘On mofion.of Mr. Stewart, the bill, to be entitled, “ An act, 
to define the-office and duties of Notaries Public,” was taken 
up, and 

ton motion of Mr. Stewart, the Clerk was instructed to trans- 
mit the same to the Senate, forthwith, without engrossment. 

Mr. Tankersly, verbally reported back to the House: 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, authorizing the Governor to 

appoint ’ Commissioners, to examine into:the -Custom-house at 
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Galveston,” and recommend it to the favorable consideration 
of the House. 

The bill was laid on the table, to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Erath introduced thé following resolution : 

Resolved, That with the concurrence of the Senate, the two 
Houses will go into the election for*Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, at eleven o’clock, this twelfth day of May, 
eighteen hundred .and forty-six, in the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Read and laid on-the'table one day, for consideration. 

Mr. Miller introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That with the concurrence of the Senate, the two 
Houses will meet in-:the Representative Hall, at three -o’clock, 
P. M„ for the purpose-of proceeding to the election of a-Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office.” 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Pease moved te suspend the rule. 

Mr. Burroughs moved a call of the House. 

Mr. Burroughs moved to lay the:motion to suspend the rule, 
on the table. _ 

Mr. Brown moved, to lay Mr. Burroughs’ motion on the table. 

Mr. Barry moved, to lay Mr. Brown’s motion on the table. 

Mr. Edwards of San Augustine, moved the previous question. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the resolution was laid on the.table, 
to be called up at the pleasure of the House. 

‘On motion of Mr. Mabry, 


THE ORBERS OF THE DAY 


Were taken u 

A bill, to be entitled, *An.act,, making T T for 
the support of the ‘Government, for the years eighteen hundred 
and forty-six and eighteen hundred and forty-seven,” with 
amendments from the Senate. 

First amendment of the Senate. Strike out “six hundred 
dollars as contingent -expenses of the Executive Department ” 
_and insert “ four hundred dollars,” which amendment was con- 
curred in. 

Question, on concurring in second amendment, to strike out 
“six hundred dollars salary for Clerk in the State Department,” 
and insert “fifty dollars per month for six months.” 

This amendment was rejected, by the following vote. 
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Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, | 
Clark, Cooke, Echols, Eddy, Erath, McClarty, McFarland, 
Miller, Millican, Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, Pattillo, Perry, 
Russell, Savage, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, and Truit—-24. - 

Nays—Messrs. Adams, Cazneau, Cronican, Durham, Ed- 
wards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Gray, 
Gillett, Howard, Hudson, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, Pease, Rayn- 
er, Redgate, Ryburn, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Swift, Tankers- 
ly, White, Williams, and Willie—24, 

Question on concurring in third amendment, viz: Strike out 
“as salary of Comptroller, one thousand dollars,” and ‘insert 
“twelve hundred dollars,” was taken and decided in the affirm- 
ative, by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Barry, ‘Brown, Clark, Gronican, 
Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, 
Erath, Gray, Howard, Hudson, Jones, Mabry, Keenan, Me- 
Clarty, McFarland, Muckletoy, Pease, Rayner, Redgate, Rus- 
sell, Ryburn, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Swift, Sublett, 
Tankersly, White, Williams, and Willie—34. 

Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Charlton, Cooke, Durham, Echols, 
Gooch, Irion, Miller, Millican, Mullins, Noble, Pattillo, Perry, 
Smith of Rusk, and Truit—15. 

Question on concurring in the fourth amendment, viz: Strike 
out “nine hundred dollars each, for two Draftsmen in the Gen- 
eral Land Office,” and insert “ eight hundred dollars,” was 
taken up, and amendment concurred i in, by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, Barry, Brown, Charlton, Clark, 
Cooke, Dupree, Durham, Edwards of San Augustine, Erath, 
Gray, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McFarland, Miller, 
Millican, Muckleroy, Noble, Pease, Perry, Russell, Savage, 
Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Sublett , Tankersly, and Williams—29. 

Nays—Messrs. Adams, Burroughs, Cazneau, Cronican, Ech- 
ols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Gooch, Howard, Hudson, ‘Trion, 
Pattillo, Rayner, Redgate, Ryburn, Smith of Harris, Swift, 
Truit, White and Willie—19. 

Question on concurring in the fifth amement, viz: “Nine 
hundred dollars for salary for Spanish Clerk of the General 
Land Office,” and insert “six hundred dollars,” was takeņ and 
rejected, by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Burroughs, Charlton, Cooke, Do McFar- 
land, Muckleroy, Noble, Smith of Rusk. and Sublett—9. 

Na ys—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Cazneau, 
Clark, Cronican, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gooch, How- 
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ard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, Miller, 
Millican, Mullins, Pattillo, Pease, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Red- 
gate, Russell, Ryburn, Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Swift, 
Tankersly, Truit, White, Williams, and Willie—42. ` 
` Question was taken, on concurring in the sixth amendment : 

Strike out “for pay of eight assistant Clerks in the General 
Land Office, eight hundred dollars each,” and insert “six hun- 
dred dollars,” and adopted, by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, 
Clark, Gooke, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacog- 
doches, Edwards of San Augustine, Gray, Gooch, Mabry, Me- 
Farland, Miller, Muckleroy, Noble, Pease, Perry, Russell, Sav- 
age, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, Truit, and Williams—27. 
~ Nays—Messrs. Adams, Cazneau, Cronican, Eddy, Erath, 

Howard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, McClarty, Millican, 
Pattillo, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Ryburn, Stewart, Smith of 
Harris, Swift, Tankersly, White, and Willie—23. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, that they had passed : 

A bill, to be entitled, “ An act, defining the office and duties 
of Coroner.” 

Question, on concurring in the seventh amendment, viz: 

Strike out “for District maps, one thousand dollars.” 

Adopted. f 

Question, on concurring in the eighth amendment, viz : 

Strike out “for connecting surveys, five hundred dollars.” 

Adopted. 

Question, on concurring in the ninth amendment, viz: 

Strike out “for contingent expenses of the General Land 
Office, four hundred dollars,” and insert “two hundred dollars,” 
was taken and concurred in. v3 

The question, on concurring in the tenth amendment, viz: 

Strik out, “for contingent expenses of Attorney General, 
three hundred dollars,” and insert “one hundred dollars,” was 
concurred in. i - 

. Question, on concurring in the eleventh amendment, viz: 

Strike out, “for salary of Clerk of the Supreme Court, five 
hundred dollars,” and insert “three hundred dollars,” was 
taken and adopted. 

Twelfth amendment, viz: Strike out, “for pay of Clerks of 
present Legislature, five dollars per day,” and insert “four 
dollars,” was rejected, by the following vote: , 

Yeas—-Messrs. Barry, Charlton, Cooke, Eddy, Gray, Mabry, 
McFarland, Miller, Millican, Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, Pat- 
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tillo, ‘Perry, Savage, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, 
and Truit—19. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Burroughs, Cazneau, Clark, 
Cronican, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards of San Augus- 
tine, Erath, Gilliam, Gooch, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, 
Keenan, McClarty, McNeill, Pease, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, 
Russell, Ryburn, Stewart, Swift, Tankersly, White, Williams, 
and Willie—32. i 

Thirteenth ameadment, vig: Compensation for the Sergeante 
at-Arms and Door-keepers of the two Houses “of the Legisla- 
ture, three dollars per day,” was taken up and rejected, by the 
following vote.: 

Yeas—Messrs. Eddy, Mabry, Miller, Mullins, Pease, Sublett, ` 
and Smith—yv. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Burroughs, 
Cazneau, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dupree, Durham, 
Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards.of San Augustine, 
Erath, Gray, Gooch, Howard, {udson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, 
McClarty, McFarland, McNeill, Miller, Muckleroy, Noble, Pat- 
tillo, Perry, Railey, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Savage, 
Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Truit, Wil- 
liams, and White—44. 

Fourteenth amendment, viz: ‘Strike out “eight hundred 
dollars, as biennial salary of the Chief Clerk of the House of 
Representatives,” was rejected, by the following vote: 

zeas—Messrs. Barry, Charlton, Edwards of Nacogdoches, 
Gray, McFarland, Millican, Miller, Muckleroy, Pattillo, Perry, 
Savage, Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, and Tankersly—15. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams. Brown, Burroughs,Cazneau, 
Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards of 
San Augustine, Hrath, Gooch, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, 
Keenan, McClarty, Mullins, Noble, Pease, Railey, Rayner, 
Redgate, Russell, Smith of Harris, Swift, Truit, White, Wil- 
liams, and Willie—83. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, that they had passed: 

A bill, te be entitled, “An act,‘to authorize volunteers te 
elect their own officers;” and also, 

Had passed a resolution—with theconcurrence of the House 
—to go into the election of Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, at three o'clock, r. m. 

Fifteenth amendment, viz: Strike out “for the extra sery- 
jees of the Draftsmen of the General Land Office, one hundred 
dollars,” was adopted. Sixteenth amendment concurred in. 
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Seventeenth-amendment, viz: “And that Mrs. Ann TerrilZ 
be authorized to receive the same,” was concurred in. 

Eighteenth amendment: -Strike out “for salary of Secreta- 
ry of State, one thousand dollars,” and‘insert “twelve hun- 
dred dollars,” was concurred in. | 

Nineteenth amendment: Strike out “for salary of Treasur- 


- er, one thousand dollars,’ and insert “twelve hundred dol- 


lars,’ which was concurred in, by the following vote: 
Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, Adams, Barry, Bourland, Brown, 

Cazneau, Cooke, Dupree, Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacog- 

doches, Erath, Gillet, Gooch, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Jones, 


- Keenan, Mabry, Mc@larty, McFarland, Muckleroy, Pease, Ray- 


ner, Russell, Ryburn,-Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Swift, 
Tankersly, White, Williams, and Willie—35. ; 

Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Charlton, -Clark, Cronican, Ed- 
wards of San Augustine, Gray, Miller, Millican, Mullins, No- 
ble, Pattillo, Perry, Redgate,Smith of Rusk,.Sublett, ånd Truit 
—16, 

Twentieth amendment. Strike out “salary of Attorney 
General, fifteen hundred dollars,” and insert “ one thousand 
dollars,” was concurred in, by the following vote.: 

Yeas—Messrs. Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Cazneau, Charlton, 
Clark, Cooke, Cronican, Echols, Eddy, rath, Gooch, Irion, 
Keenan, McClarty, McFarland, Miller, Muckleroy, Mullins, 
Noble, Pattillo, Perry, Russell, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith 
of Rusk, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, and Williams—30. 

Nays—-Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Bourland, Dupree, Edwards: 
of Nacogdoches, Edwards .of San Augustine, Gray, Gillet, 
Howard, Hudson, Mabry, Mullican, Pease, Rayner, Redgate, 
Savage, Swift, White, and Willie—19. _ 

Twenty-first amendment, Strike out “two Clerks,” and 
insert “one in Comptrallers Office,” andthe word “ Clerk,” in 
the same paragraph—which amendments were rejected, by 
the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Barry, Brown, Charlton, Clark, Cooke; Dur- 
ham, Echols, Gillet, (Gooch, Irion, McClarty, Miller, Millican, 
Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, Pattillo, Savage, Smith-of Harris, 
Smith of Rusk, Trait, and Williams—-22. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, ‘Bourland,‘Cazneau, Groni- 
ean, Dupree, Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, 
Howard, Hudson, Keenan, Mabry; McFarland, Ogden, Pease, 
Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Stewart, Swift, Sublet, Tan- 
kersly, White, and ‘Willie—27. ? : 

Twenty-second.amendment. Insert “four hundred and forty- 
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four dollars, for the late Honorable K. L. Anderson, - which 
may be drawn from the Treasury by his widow,” was adopted. 

Twenty-third amendment. Insert “one hundred dollars.for 
the purchase of books for the Treasurers Office.” 

Concurred in. i l 

Mr. McNeill, from the committee of Conference, to whom 
was referred the bill, to be entitled, “Anact, for the assess- 
ment and collection of Taxes,’ made the following report: 

[This report was not copied into the Journal, and the original 
being misplaced, a copy cannot be furnished for-publication. ] 

Mr. Mabry moved the adoption of the report. 

Mr. Miller moved a call of the House. 

Question recurring, on the adoption of the report, was de- 
cided in the affirmative, by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Brown, Burroughs, Charlton, Cron- 
ican, Dupree, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards of 
San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gillet, Irion, Keenan, Mabry, Me- 
Clarty, McNeill, Millican, Muckleroy, Pattillo, Rayner, Savage, 
Stewart, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, and Truit—26. 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Clark, €: oke, Durham, 
Gray, Gilliam, Howard, Hudson, McFarland,. Miller, Mullins, 
Ogden, Pease, Perry, Redgate, Russell, Rybuan, Smith of Har- 
ris, Swift, Tankersly, White and Williams—23. __ l 

Mr. Bourland offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Geo. W. Smyth of Jasper county, i H. Star 
of Nacogdoches county, and John P. Borden of'Fort Bend 
county, be, and they are hereby, appointed a committee, to in- 
vestigate the condition and management of the @eneral Land 
Office ; and that they have power to send for persons and pa- 
pers, and receive the per diem and mileage of members of the 
Legislature, for their services; and that they reportte the next 
session of the Legislature. 

Mr. McClarty moved to lay the resolution on the-table. 

Mr. Howard offered to amend Mr. Bourlands rescliition, as 
follows: . 

“That the Governor shall have power to appoint three com- 
petent persons.” ; 

Mr. Tankersiy moved to amend the resolution by striking 
out “mileage and per diem pay.” 

Mr. Howard offered the following as a substitute for the 
resolution and amendments: : i 

Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas; That.it 
shall be the duty of the Governor, to appoint three Competent 
persons, to examine into and report tothe uct session of the- 
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Legislature, the condition of the General Land Office, and that 
the officers so appointed, shall*have the power to send for per- 
sons and papers. . 

Be it further resolved;- That the persons so appointed, shall 
receive, each, three dollars per day, while actually engaged in 
the examination.” i 

Read a first time, and on motien of Mr. Miller, rule was sus- 
pended, resolution read a second time; and í 

Mr. Bourland moved its engrossment, upon which the yeas 
and nays were called, and stood: 

Yeas—-Messrs. Speaker, Adams: Barry, Bourland, Brown, 
Burroughs, Cazneau, Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Durham, Ed- 
wards ef Nacogdoches, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillett, Gilliam, 
Howard, Hudson, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, McFarland, 
McNeill, Millican, Muckleroy, Mullins, Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, 
' Perry, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn, Savage, Stewart, Smith of 

Harris, Tankersly, Truit, White, and Willie—42. 

Nays—Messrs. Echols, Edwards of San Augustine, Irion, 
‘Miller, Smith of Rusk, Swift, and Sublett—7. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, rule further suspended, bill read 
a third time and passed. 

A message was recelved from the Senate, informing the 
House, that they had adopted the first amendment ef the com- 
mittee of conference, on the General Appropriation bill, and 

Iad rejected the other amendments, and had appointed a 
second committee of conference, and requested a like commit- 
tee on the part of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the chair appointing Messrs. Erath, 
Rayner, McNeill, Redgate, and Cazneau, said committee. 

Mr. Echols moved, that the House adjourn, until three o’clock, ~ 
Rejected; and oak 

- Mr. Durham moved the House adjourn until half-past two, 
Rejected. 

Qn motion of Mr. Russell, the House adjonrued until two 

o'clock, r, m. ` eat 


TWO O'CLOCK, P, M, 


Jouse met pursuant to adjournment. 
Roll called, and a quorum not being present, 
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7” Mr. Russell moved a call of the House, and the Sergeant at 
Arms was despatched for absentees. 

Quorum present, and the call suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill entitled, “An act, appro- 
priating, an office for the Clerk of the Supreme Court,” was ta- 
ken up, and read a second time, and 

Qn motion of Mr. Brown, the rule was suspended,.bill read 
a third time, and f 

On motion of Mrs Brown, laid upon the table, for the pres- 
ent. S i 

A message was received from. the Senate, informmg the — 
House, that they had passed a bill, to.be entitled, “An act, de- 
fining the office and duties of Notaries Public,” with amend- 
ments. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, “the- bill”. was taken up, and 
amendments concurred in. 

Mr. Erath; from the committee of conference on the bill,. 
making appropriations for the support ef the Gevernment,’ 
made the following. repo rt:. 

(This report was not co pied into the Journals, and the ori- 
ginal being lost or misplaced, a copy cannot be furnished for 
publication.) l 

On motion of Mr. Clark, a committee was appointed to wait 
upon the Senate and invite them within the bar of the House 
of Representatives, for the purpose of going into an election 
for Commissioner of the General. Land Office. 

The Chair appointed Messrs. Clark, Stewart, and White, said 
committee. . 

The committee returned, and reported performance of duty.. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill, to be entitled, “An act, ap- 
propriating an office to the Clerk, of the Supreme Court,” was. 
taken up,.and passed. . 

On motion of Mr. Edwards of San Augustine,. the House 
took a recess of ten minutes. | 

The recess having expired, the House was called to order. 

The rell called. 

Quorum present. . 

The föllowing message was received from the Senate through 
their Secretary Mr. Bee, viz: l 

That the Senate had adopted the first amendment of the com- 
mittee of conference, on the appropriation bill, and refused to 
concur in the second and third, and have ‚appointed a commit- 
tee of conference, and request the same action. on the part of. 


the House.. 
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On motion of Mr. Edwards of Nacogdoches, the vote was- 
reconsidered, on adopting the report of the committee of Con- 
ference. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the House concurred in the- first 
amendment, 

A message was reeeived from the Senate, informing the 
House, that in censequence of a quorum having been broken 
in the Senate, they are unable to meet the House, for the pur- 
pose of going into an election for Commissioner of the Gener: 
al Land Office. 

Mr. Durham moved that the House stand adjourned, sine die. 

Mr. Howard ealled for the previous question—which was the 
coucurrence of the House to the first amendment of the com- 
mittee of Conferetice. 

Which was. earried in the affirmative, and the House con- 
curred inthe adoption of the first amendment of ue commit- 
tee of Conference. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the House reeeded. To their 
disagreement on. the bill, making appropriations for the: sup- 
port of the Government. 

On motion of Mr. Burroughs, the House- P ERT of 
thirty minutes, 

House met pursuant to adjournment. Roll called, quorum 
present. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the folfowing valadictory address 


of the Speaker of the House, was ordered to be spread on the - 


Journals. 
Gentlemen. of the- House of A 

Permit me to congratulate you on. the:near approach of the 
- time, when you will be permitted to return to. your homes and 
your families, and to enjoy all that felicity, peculiar to the 
quietude of domestic life. 

The storms of Legislation: are about to cease—a few more 
days, will close the first Legislature-of the State of Texas, the 
deliberations of which have been conducted with. that unanimi- 
ty and goodness of feeling, which. will, I trust, ever character- 
ize the deliberate assembles of this State. 

Gentlemen, whatever unpleasantness of feeling may have 
taken place, since we haxe convened, growing out of the con- 
trariety of opinion, incidental to a body composed of sixty- 
six members,. will, I hope, be burried with the close of this ses- 
sion, and instead of brooding over imaginary wrongs, let us 
return to our homes with renewed confidence in the good in- 
tentions of those with whom we have been associated. Noth-- 


eee ee ne eR me e ara eH Mee e rad atin > 


a 


as 


420 * 


ing characterizes the man of sense or shows him to better 
advantage, than a forgiving spirit. l - 

Gentleme@i, the courtesy you have shown, has kindled a 
spark of gratitude in my bosom that glows with a fervor only 
equalled by the generosity displayed by you, in confering such 
- a Ligh and unmerited honor upon me, as that of presiding over - 
the deliberations of this House. 

In discharging the duties of the Chair, my only desire has 
been to do it without fear, favor, or affection. Hence whatever 
prejudicies, if any,may have been entertained against me, were 
the offsprings of party conclusions, rather than a settled convic- 
tion that] have wronged any intentionally. No unkind feel- 
ings, ransle in my bosom, against a single individual of this 
body; but on the contrary, feelings of gratitude, prompt my 
every action. Had I been armed with the malignity of a de- 
mon, the courtesy extended to me, would have disarmed me. 

Gentlemen, the subject that arose afew days since in rela- 
tion to the Lieutenant Governor, on which we were so unfor- 
tunate as to differ, was one of great importance to this com- 
munity, and one in which I felt a deep and lively interest. No 
individual, of this body, wished more ardently than I, that the 
voice of the people might be heared and respected and so soon 
us I discovered that a majorily of this body, entertained opin- 
ions different from mine, on therConstitutionality of recounting 
the votes, I conceived it a duty due you, to bow in humble sub- 
mission to your opinions, and that I might not, in obedience to 
your will, do violence to my own conscience, | resigned the 
Chair, that another might be elected, whose conscientious scru- 
ples did not prevent him from acting with the majority, on this 
question. co 

The will of the people, with me, is paramount to all person- 
al considerations, and when that willis legitimately obtained, no 
person would go farther to sustain and defendit than I. In 
this instance, however, we honestly differed in our opinions in 
regard to the fundamental law of the land; you conceived that 
you had the right to recount—I, though ardently desiring it—. 
conceived we did not. It was to me a source of unbounded 
pleasure, that no voice was raised on this occasion to impugn 
my motives, while the House, at the suggestion of my friend form 
Washington, who since we met in this Hall, has ever extended 
the hand of friendship to me, paid me a compliment that will 
never be erased from my bosom. My old friend from Nacogdo- 
ches from whose experience I have so often profited, told me 
with his accustomed frankness, that the duties of the Chair 


g 


Ee > 


121 


had been faithfully discharged, without partiality, while my 
friend from Bastrop, from the goodness of his heart, would have 
filled my cup to overflowmg. But why designate! On which 
side soever I turn I behold the eyes of my fellow laborers, radi- 
ted with friendship. = 

’ Gentlemen, the great characteristic of this Legislature, has 
been promptness of action, which infused into it at an earl 
period, a desire to accomplish. the greatest possible good in the 
shortest time; this desire aniamated the various committees to 
action, and this House, in unison with this action, in the short- 
est time, has accomplished the greatest possible good. Al- 
though business has progressed rapidly, the scrutinizing eye,of % 
the Legislature has not slumbered over the rights of the peo: 
ple; but those checks and balances.are so ingeniously poised 
that I cannot but flatter myself, that your labours will be hail- © 
ed by your constituents with pleasure. 

Gentlemen, the great number of bills that have passed this 
Legislature, and the short time in which they have passed 
them, displays a talent for business, that would do honor to the 
oldest State of this confederacy, and willamply remunerate your 
constituents for the confidence reposed in you, and impress up- 
on your sister States, that respect due industry and talent.— 
That demon, party, which sickens legislation hasbeen kept aloof 
from your deliberations, while every act has deeply impressed 
upon your labors, the public good. 

Gentlemen, in a few more days, you will separate, to scatter 
yourselves over this vast country, again to commingle with those 
who honored you with seats in this Hall. On Monday next, 
will end your political labors, and perhaps, ’ere two more 
years roll round, many of us will pass into eternity. Let not 
these considerations blunt your ardor for the prosperity and 
happiness of our State. Rernember that it was industry and 
perseverence that gave Texas existence as a State, and bade 
every breeze bear on its bosom the glad tidings, that another 
Star had arisen in the West which forms a new asylum for the 
oppressed, that are bowed down by the insolence of tyranny 
and oppression. a 

Gentlemen, we are about toseparate. Thejsocial hours spent 
with you, the harmony of your labors, together with the res- 
pect and deference shown me by you, whilst presiding over 
your deliberations, fills my heart, with conflicting emotions of 
respect and gratitude. Permit me, gentlemen, to bid you fares 
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Resolyed, That the chief clerk be, and he is hereby authorize 
cd to approve the account of, the Porter, for,one.dollar per day, 
to be paid out of the contingent funds of the Legislature.” 

Which was read and adopted. y 

Mr. Clark presented the following protest which was read 
and ordered to be spread on the Journals of the House. 

Crry or AUSTIN, 
May 8, 1846. 
To the Honorable Speaker, - 
. of the House of Representatives: 
The undersigned, having differed with the-majority of the 
g. {louse, in their action upon the Senates “resolution to count 
sahd compare the votes, cast at the late election for Lieutenent 
Governor, which were duly returned, prior to the seventeenth 
, day of February, eighteen hundred and forty-six—s ome of 
‘ which, by error or mistake, were overlooked or mislaid, in the 
State Department and declare the true result of saids election 
in accordance with the expressed will of thepeople of the State 
and in conformity with the constitution of the same.” 

Agreeably to notice given, and in duty to themselves and 
their constituents ask, that this, their protest inthe premises, 
inay ke spread upon the journals of the House. Their object 
is to state and explain their opposition, and in doing this, they 
will endeavor to abstain from.anything, which’might appear 
to impugn the intentions of those who differed with them; for 
they are satisfied that they were influenced by motives aspure | 
and conszientious as themselyes. They will here remark,also, 
that their objections grew out of no private prejudices what- 
ever. but were based entirely upon what they consider to be 
the true meaning and spirit of the constitution; and they rely 
on the following reasons and suggestions to sustain their po- 
sition. 

The third section of the fifth article of the constitution, pre- 
scribes the manner in which returns of elections for Governor 
shall be made. That they shall be sealed up, transmitted to 
the seat of Government, directed to the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, and- by him, during the first week of the . 
session of the Legislature, shall be opened and counted in the 
presence of the Senate and House, and the result declared.— 
x'his part of the constitution is plain and cannot, we think, well 
be misunderstood. It speaks what it means, and means. what 
i- expresses. No one has, or will, we presume, contend, that 
rane Legislature would be authorized to defer the performance 
of this duty. beyond,the time limited. It is a positive require- 
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= ment, and is, in our opinion, as binding upon the Legislature 
as any other requisition contained in the constitution. The 
second section, of the same article of the constitution, the first 
place where any mention is found of the office of Lieutenent 
Goyernor, tis true, differs from the third séction, in this: It 
prescribes ;no specific time within which the returns of the 
votes far Lieutenant Governor shall be examined and counted 
and ¢lie result made known, The same qualifications, howev- 
er, are required:for both officers; the two officers are to be elect-' - 
ed at the same tite, in the same manner, by the same persons, ~ 
and are to hold their offices for the same period, and we ap- 
prehend that it would not be accounted a very strained con- 
struction to say that the term ‘of service being made the same, 
it was expected and intended that the two officers should be in- 
stalled at ore and the same time. This concluston, it seems 
to us, naturally results from the two sections of the constitution 
- - alluded to, and is certainly strengthened by the seventh section 
_ Of the thirteenth article or schedule, by reference to which, it 
will be seen, that the returns of elections for Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor, will always be made uppon the same 
shéet of paper and directed to the Speaker, endorsed election “ 
returns for Governor, alone. Thus the returns, in both cases, 
are brought under the eye and inspection of the person author- 
ized and required to open and examine them at the same time. 
And surely it could never have been intended that the two 
Houses of the Legisiature could or should meet in joint session 
at different times to perform a duty or duties which can be so 
easily and conveniently accomplished at one meeting orshould 
declare the result of an election for Governor to-day, and ta- 
morrow or six weeks or ten manths afterwards, proclaim who 
had been elected Lieutenant Governor. We have heard it 
contended, that the schedule relates alone te the past election. 
That there is fig connection between it and the fifth article— - 
but should this construction prevail, it might probably render it 
_ ‘diffienlt to ascertain hereafter the result of an election for 
Lieutenant Governor. For in no place, except the seventh sec-. 
tion of the schedule is there any method prescribed, whereby 
the result of said election can be obtained. But should it still 
appear to some, that we were not obliged, within the first week 
of. the session to declare who had been elected Lieutenant 
- Governor, we would cite them to the eighth section of the same 
department of the constitution Here we find this direction: 
“That after the Legislature shall have organized the Speaker 
of. the House, shall, in the presence of both Houses of the Leg- 
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islature, open the retyxnsof the election. fer Govérnor and ~ 
Leste Ca euor Shan: the votes, aki “declare the abo 
of the persons‘elected to those offices, who shall forthwith We 
installed into their respective offices.” Here again thereis 
nothing said as tofħe time when this duty should be attended 
to; but by the rulélaiddown in the thirdsection of ghe Exéén- | 
tive branch of the constitution, we, were forced to at in rela- 
tion to the office of Governor, dari i£ the first week Shta ses. 
söh; and that it was intended that the firstd.ieutenant Govern: 
oF of the State, at least, should be made known and inducted 
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“into office at the same time, is to us, very or sufficientliyevident, 
from the erm, “who shall forthwith be installed into their 
respective offices,” contained in the eighth section of the sehed- 
ale. . & a 
We may be in error, yet, as the constitution, and interpeta: 
tion which we give the different parts of the constitution te: 
è ferred to, seems, in our opinion, to be the only fair and legiti: 
- mate one of which they will admit, we flatter ourselves that 
. Weare not. We are still upon the ground which we"have éy- 
s er'gecupied in this matter and whether right or wrong, it is | i6 
¢, ong, which until within a very short time’ back, was held by á 
majority of this House. In obedience to what was then yes 
garded as the meaning.of the constitution, the two Houses, on - 
the seventeenth day of February, convened in this Hall, afd. 
proceeded to open and examine all the votes returned for Gay 
ernor and Lieutenant Governor. The result of which was the 
Speaker, as required, declared J. Pinckney Henderson and Ñ 
H. ' Darnell, duly.and constitutionally elected Governor and. 
Lieutenant Governor, for the ensuing two years. Thius,we dé 
cided General Darnell to be fully entitled the second office if’ 
the State, and took such steps as ‘were necessary to place hint 
in office, upon his arrival in this place. After baving signifiz 
ed his acceptance of. the office, and designated atime when hg; 
‘would appéarand be qualified, frreasons ‘not, thenlexplainedthe 
declined the honor, and subsequently sent into this House, and: 
the Senate; also, a formal resignation of the offige : 
The powers of tne Legislature are laid down and defined by? 
the constitation. That instrument gives this House, or the Lege 
islature nothing more todo with. the office of Lieutenant Gove 
ernor, than to ascertain, from returhs made, in conformity td. 
its directions, who may have been elected to the offices gna; 
plagë the person so appearing to have been chosen, in ofice 
It ig otherwise in regard to the office of Governor. Itconfers 
upati the two Houses the authority to elect a Govornor; in thev 
g, 
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' event that no-election be made by the people, and also to de- 
termine contested elections for the office. It also,empoweys the 
Senate to elect from their own body a presiding officer, when 
the office of Lieutenant Governor is vacant, but no where does 
it anthorize either, or beth branches of the Legislature to make 
- a‘ Lieutenant Governor. In our opinions, then, all control given 
: to the House of Representatives over this office ceased on the 
_ seventeenth of February, past. If General Darnell, in obe- 
dience to the action of the two Houses, had presented himself 
for installation, could the Legislature have refused him the of- 
fice. We had declaired the office his for the time prescribed, 
- and if he had entended upon the performance of its duties, 
could he have been displaced in the way adopted, to fill a va- 
cancy, resulting from his act: Would not the only remedy: 
have been by contest; and in that event, who would or could: 
have docided! What tribunal is there authorized to act. The 
House of Representatives could not have interfered, for we, on 
the seventeenth of February exerted and concluded all inter- 
ference in the office delegated to us by the constitution. We 
regard the question,funder the last action of the Legislature, 
as still unsettled and subject to change. _The returns from 
some of the Counties last examined were informal, inasmuch 
as they did not show, in some instances, the number of votes 


cast for each candidate; but merely stated the majority for ` 


one or the other; in others where both received a support, the - 
vote of one only was given, and from some of the counties no 
returns at all had-been received. We do not say that thé pre- 
sent incumbent did not receive a majorityjof all the votes cast in~ 
the late election, we suppose he did; but this opinion is .found- 
ed, in part, at last, upon rumor, a medium through which we, 
the Legislature cannot know the result of the’election. Let 
us not be understood as meaning, that the information gathéred 
from a report had any influence with the Legislature in its last 
action upon this matter, but that we consider the evidence ob- 
tained through the prescribed channel, as somewhat doubiful : 
and uncertain. Hence, should the defaulting counties yet send 
in their returns, and it should appear that General Darnell had 
received a majority of the votes given, under the late decision 
ithe present occupant could be turned out, and thus it might 
happen, that during the same term, we would have two or more 
different individuals occupying the office of Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor. Asto that part of-the resolution which grounds the 
conduct of the.House, upon “the expressed will of the people,” 
nd also the same feature in the report of. the committce, we 
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have only to say, that however correct: this doctrine -may be, 
(and none more fully acquiesce in it than we do,)when the con- 
stitution prescribes the mode by which the “expressed will of 
the people,” shall be ascertained, and that mode has beéen;ap- 
proved and scanctioned by the.yeople themselves; we, as their 
agents, have not the right or power to transcend or set it aside, 
None are or can ever be more willing and ready, to give 
scope to the popular voice, than the undersigned; but in doing 
so, they suppose they must have some regard to the.rules and 
restrictions with which the people themselves have surround- 
. ed the matter. If laws and regulations, in matters of elections 
are useless or may be disregarded or set aside at pleasure, why, 
enact them, why prescribe the manner: in which elections shall 
be conducted, returns made, and results declaired, if it isnot to, 
be observed by those required. to give effect to the public will: 
Such are the grounds of our opposition. We may have ered,‘ 
but if so, the error results from a misconstruction of the con ; 
stitution, and not from a disregard of the popular will, or | 
dispesition to defeat.it. Towards the individual holding the | 
station, we have-not, nor have we ever had, any unkind feel- 
ings we had full confidence in his ability and honesty, and pro- 
test alone against the manner in which he has been placed in 
office. We repeat our conviction, of the good and pure mo- 
tives of the majority; and if the people approve their course, 
none will or can be better pleased and satisfied than the un- 
dersigned. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
(E. CLARK, 
| ©. J. KEENAN, 
| L. A. MILLER, 
~ | AUG. WILLIAMS, i 
| N. B. CHARLTON, í 
| G. A. PATTILLO, 
. | GEO. WM. ADAMS, . 
[Signed] - < WM. J. SADLER, 
; | WM. ©. EDWARDS, 
E. N. MILLICAN, 
LEWIS D. BARRY, 


W. S. ECHOLS 


| DAVID ©. DICKSON, 
{WILLIS K. COOKE. 


On motion, Mr. Ogden introduced the resolution, to go forth. | 
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with into the election of a Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, which was read and adopted, by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker; Adams, Brown, Clark, Cooke, Dick-- 
son, Echols, Edwards of + ‘Nacogdoches, Edwards of San Au- 
gustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillet, Howard, Irion, Keenan, Mce- 
Clarty, MeNeill, Miller, Millican, Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, 
Ogden, Pattillo, Pease, Perry, Rayner, Redgate, Russell, Sadler, 
Savage, Stewart, Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Tan- 
kersly, Truit, Williams, -and Willie—40. 

Nays—Messrs. Barry, Burroughs, , Charlton, Dupree, Gilliam, 
and McFarland—6. 

Mr. Mabry was excused from voting. 

Mr. Mabry moved a call of the House- 

On motion of Mr. Irion, the call; was suspended. 

Mr. Erath introduced a resolution to adjourn, sine die, (with 
the concurrence of the Senate,) on the thirteenth of May, at 
eleven o’clock, A. m. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. McClarty moved to'strike out “eleven” andinsert “nine 
o'clock,” which was adopted. 

Amessage was received from theSenate, informing the House, 
that they had passed a “Joint Resolution, authorizing the 
Comptroller of Publie Accounts, to Settle certain élaims.” 

Mr. Howard moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow, 
eight o’clock, a.m. Rejected. 

Mr. Perry moved the House- -adjourn ‘until eight o'clock, r. x. 
Rejected. 

Mr. Dupree moved the House adjourn until nine o’clock, to- 
morrow. Rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Gilliam, the House adjourned until half- 
past seven o'clock, r. m, 


` HALF-PAST SEVEN O’CLOGE, P. M. 


House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

Roll called—quorum present. 

Mr. Brown moved to take up the resolution from the Senate, 
“authorizing the Comptroller to settle certain accounts-” 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood: 

Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Brown, Burroughs, Cazneau, Clark, 
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Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Edwards 
of San Augustine, Eddy, Hrath, Gray, Gillet, Howard, Irion, 
Jones, Keenan, Mabry, McClarty, Muckleroy, Pattillo, Pease, 
‘Perry, Rayner, Russell, Savage, Swift, Tankersly, and, Wil- 
liams—30. 

Nays—Messrs. Barry, Echols, Gilliam, McFarland, McNeill, 
Miller, Millican, Mullins, Noble, Redgate, Ryburn, Sadler, 
Smith of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Sublett, and Truit—16. 

So the resolution was taken up, and resolution read a first 
time. . 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the rule was suspended—resolution 
read a second time, 

On motion of Mr. Noble, the resolution was amended as 

follows: . ' 

After the word “State,” insert the words, “for their final 

ratification.” 

Mr. Pease moved a farther suspension of the rule. 

Mr. Miller offered to amend the resolution as follows: 

“Andall the persons having unsettled accounts with the late 


Republic of Texas.” P 
On motion of Mr. Irion, the amendment just offered was 
rejected. , 


Question, reenrring on suspending the rule, was put and de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

Resolution wasread a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, to authorize the Governor to 
appoint a committee to examine into and receive all Books, 
Papers, and Vouchers, in and about the Custom house, of the 
Port of Galveston.” 

On its second reading, Mr. McFarland moved to lay the bill 
on the table. Rejected. 

Question, on the engrossment of the bill, was taken and de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Irion, the rule was suspended, and the bil 
was read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Ryburn, the House adjourned until to 
morrow, half-past eight o'clock, 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
May 18th, 1846. 


The House mef, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answesed 
to their names: . : 

Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Barry, Brown, Burroughs, Cazneau, 
Charlton, Clark, Cronican, Dickson, Dupree, Durham, Echols, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Eddy, Erath, Gray, Gillet, Gilliam, 
Gooch, Howard,, Hudson, Irion, Jones, Keenan, Mabry, ` Mc- 
Farland, Miller, Millican, Muckleroy, Mullins, Noble, Pattillo, 
Pease, Perry, Rayner, Russell, Sadler, Savage, Stewart, Smith 
of Harris, Smith of Rusk, Swift, Sublett, Tankersly, Truit, 
White, Williams, and Willie. 

‘Quorum present. 

The House proceeded to business. : 

Mr, Irion made the following report, which was read and 
adopted : ; 


To the Honorable S,. W. Perkins, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on the Land Office, beg ieave to report back 
to the House sundry bills, and ask ta be discharged from a further 
consideration of the same. . oo 

[Signed] YAN R. IRION, 
Chairman. 


May 18th, 1846. 


Mr. Irion made the following report, which was read and 
adopted: 


To the Honorable 8. W. Perkins, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : , 

The, committee on County . Boundaries, beg leave to report 
back to the House, sundry bills and petitions, and ask to be di+ 
charged from a farther consideration of the same. , 

[Signed] _ VAN R. IRION, 


Chairman. 


Mr. Dupree introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved ; That the thanks of the House, are tendered to 
the-Honorable S. W. Perkins, for the able and satisfactory 
manner in which he has presided over its deliberations. 

Read, and unanimously adopted. . 

Mr. Gray: introduced. «he following resolution, which was 
read, and unanimously. adopted : . 


May 13th, 1846. 


730 
Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of Texas; 


That they. recommend to the favorable consideration of the 
(sovernment of: the United States, those officers of the late 
Texas Navy, who so gallantly defended the interests and flag 
of the Republic, on the-Gulf of Mexico, in the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-three, and request that they may.-be retain- 
ed and provided for, in the naval service thoreof. 

Mr. Miller intredueed a resolution:to adjourn on to-day, sine 
die, at eleven o’clock, a. m, which was-read and adopted. 

Mr. Stewart introduced a resolution to appoint a committee 
to wait on his ExceHency, the Governor, and inform him that 
the House is ready to adjourn. 

Mr. Willie offered a substitute for the resolution. 

Resolved ; That a Joint committee be. appointed to wait on 
his Excellency, the Governor, and inform him, that the twe 
Houses of the Legislature, -are ready to adjourn, sine die. 


Which was read and adopted 

Mr. Stewart introduced a Joint Resolution, making appro- 
priations for the contingent expenses of the two Houses of the 
Legislature. ee 

Read a first time. l 

Mr. Mabry moved a call of thé House, which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. McClarty, a call of the House was made. 

A message was received from the Senate; informing the 
House, that they bad passed a Joint Resolution, for the safe 
keeping of the Papers and Journals of the Legislature. 

The call of the House having been suspended, 

The resolution from the Senate, just reported; was taken up 
and read; and 

Qn ‘motion of Mr. Cazneau, the:rule was suspended, and 
resolution read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the “first section” was stricken 
cut, andthe words “Chief Clerk of the House’of Representa- 
tives,” inserted. 

Mr. Pease offered the following; as an additional section: 

Resolved ; That after the publication of the Journals of- the 
two Houses, the Chief Clerk is hereby instructed to hand over 
to the Secretary of State, the Journals and'al] papers and ef- 
fects of the two.Efouses. 

Which was adopted; and 

On motion of ‘Mr. Eddy, the rule was suspended, and resolu- 
tion read a second and third time, and passed. 

A call of the House was made. Quorum present; and 

On motion of Mr, Irion, the call was-suspended. 


BE 


On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill, making appropriations 
for the contingent expenses of both Houses, was taken up, and 
read a second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

The following message was received from the Senate, to wit: 

That the Senate had concurred in the resolution to adjourn, 

sine die, on to-day, at eleven o’clock, and had appointed Messrs. 
' Wallace, Williams, and. Bourland, a Joint committee to wait 
on the Governor, and inform him of the same. Also, 

Had passed a resolution, requiring the Treasurer to retain a 
sufficient amount of money to pay the officers of the two Houses 
_ of the Legislature. 

- Question, on the suspension of -the rule, was taken up, and 
- lost by the following vote : 

Leas—Messrs. Speaker, Adams, Cazneau, Cronican, Dupree. 
Gillet, Gooch, Howard, Hudson, Irion, Keenan, Mc@larty, Me- 
Neill, Russell, Sadler, Stewart, Smith of Harris, and Willie—18. 

Nays—Merssrs. Brown, Charlton, Clark, Cooke, Dickson, 
Durham, Echols, Edwards of Nacogdoches, Eddy, Gray, Jones, 
. Mabry, McFarland, Miller, Millican, Muckleroy,. Noble, Pease, 
Perry, Rayner, Ryburn, Savage, Smith of Rusk, Tankersly, 
Truit,.and Williams—26, 

Mr. Irion moved to take up a resolution, requiring the Treas- 
urer to retain a sufficient amount of money in the Treasury, 
to pay the Clerks and officers of the present Legislature. 

Adopted. 

Bill read a second time. - 

Mr. Dupree moved a call of thé Louse, which was rejected ; 
and 

On motion of Mr. Irion, the rule was farther suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Durham introduced a resolution, giving the Printer 
ninety days to complete the publication of the Laws and Journ- 
als of the present Legislature. 

Read a first time. f 

.Mr. Ogden introduced the following regoliation, which was 
read and adopted: 

Be tt resolved ; That a committee of three be appointed, to 
inquire what disposition- has been made of the twenty one 
thousand dollars, reported to have been in:the ‘Treasury some 
fifteen days since, and report the same to the consideration of 
the House. 

The Chair appointed’ Messrs. McNeill, Eddy, and Gooch said 
committee; 

Mr. Muckleroy introduoed a resolution, giving one doilar 
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per day to the Sergeant-at-Arms, for extra services. Reada 
first time. 

Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
mude the following report, which was read and adopted: 


Te the E onorable K. W. Perkins, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills. 

A bill, to be entitled. “An act, to prevent confusion in judi- 
cial proceedings, arising from the repeal of laws, under which 
they were had or occurre 

A bill, to be entitled, «An act, to define the duties of Dis- 
- trict Attorneys. n 

A bill, to be entitled, “ An act, for the relief of the heirs of 
Milton Hi igks.” 

A bill, 3 be entitled, “An act, regulating limited partner- 
ships.” 

A. bill, to be entitled, “ An act, to fix the pay and mileage of 
members of the Legislature.” 2 

A. bill, te be entitled, An act, giving concurrent jurisdiction 
to the District and inferior Courts, in certain cases. i 

A bill, to be entitled, “An act, organizing County Courts.” 

A bil, to be entitled, “ An act, providing for the transfer of 
records of administration to new counties.” 

A bil, te be entitled, “ An act, regulating Notaries Public.” 

A bill, to be entitled, “ An act, defining the duties of Sheritis.” 

> An act, dehuing the duties of Constables.” 

“Åra act, ce curing to voluadeers the right of electing their 

aN p ofieors” 
"An pet mikin z appropriations for the support of the Cov- 
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committee, to make certain enquiries into the Treasury Office. 
_ The committee appointed to wait on his Excellency, the Gov- 

ernor, and inform him that the two Houses were ready to ad- 
- Journ, sine die, reported this duty performed. 

tuestion, recurring on the reconsideration of the vote; on -` 
the adoption of the “yesoluti tion, requiring a committee to ex- 
amine into the Treasury Depart tment, upon which the yeas and 
nays were called, and stood: 

Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Barry, Burroughs, Cazneau, Clark, 
Cronican, Dupree, Eddy, Erath, Irion, MeClarty, Noble, Pease, 
Rayner, Sadler, Smith of Harris, ‘and Willie—17. 

` Nays—Messrs. Brown, Charlton, Cooke, Durham, Echols, 
Edwards of San Augustine, Gray, Gillet, Gooch, Hovwerd, Hud- 

‘son, Jones, Mabry, McFarland, Millican, Mucklergy, Ged en, 
Pattillo, Pe erry, Redgate, Russell, Ryburn,. Savage, Stewart, 
Smith of R Lusk, Sublett, and Tankersly—27 

And the motion to reconsider, was rejected. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, that they refuse to concur in the amendments te a reso- 
lution, disposing of the Journals and papers of the Legisiature. 

A committee from the Senate appeared, and informed tke 
Heuse that, that body were ready to stand adjourned, sine die. 

The resolution, to pay the Sergeant-at-Arms one dollar per 
day for extra services, was taken up, read and adopted. 

Mr. Howard asked leave to present a protest, relative to a- 
pill for the adjustment of the Public Debt. 

Mr. Mel ala moved to adjourn, sine die. ~ 

Motion withdrawn, | 

Mr. Durham moved that the protest be laid on the TR 

Ar, Tanker sly nioved ife rejection of the protest. 

tn motion of "Me. Tauke tsiy, the Jowuals were then read 

and alepted ; aii 

fie Jipu: 3 ist, nanet, NEN A eta. 
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